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These updates cover emergencies Oxfam is currently responding to around the world, although please note 
they don’t intend to be comprehensive.  
 

 

 

Maghreb & Middle East 

 
Syria crisis 

Syria's conflict has entered its fifth year and the overall impression of the crisis is depressing, with no end or 
possible solution in sight. Oxfam is part of a coalition of agencies which has released a report on the 
consequences of the armed conflict in Syria four years after the start of the crisis. The report ‘Failing Syria’ 
calls for immediate steps to effectively implement UN Security Council resolutions and to parties to the conflict 
in Syria to facilitate humanitarian access to all parts of the country, end attacks on humanitarian workers, and 
remove administrative barriers to aid. According to the report, 2014 has been the worst year for civilians since 
2011, with 76 000 people killed out of an estimated total of at least 220 000 deaths over four years. Read our 
full press release.  

Moreover, last week the #WithSyria coalition of 130 humanitarian and human rights organisations released 
satellite imagery showing that since March 2011,  83% of Syria’s lights have gone out over the last four years 
– plunging streets, homes, schools and hospitals into darkness, and gradually extinguishing hope. Vigils and 
shows of solidarity from Western Sahara to Niger, Zambia, Australia, and many other countries helped shed 
more attention on Syria, with citizens across the world calling on their governments to urgently take action to 
boost the humanitarian response, stop attacks on civilians and prioritize a political solution to the crisis with 
human rights at the heart. So far, 50,000 people have signed the petition carrying this message.  

Oxfam continues its work in Syria, where we have 
recently signed our latest Memorandum with the 
Water Authority to enable us to continue working and 
implement various engineering projects.  
In Jordan, our technical design for extending the 
water networks into individual homes in Za’atari camp 
has been approved. This is effectively a general 
recognition that no one from Za’atari is going 
anywhere soon and that it is to all intents and 
purposes a city. We have also just received 
permission and funding to work outside the camp in 
Jordanian communities which are hosting large 
numbers of Syrians.   
In Lebanon we continue to work in the North and in 
the informal tented settlements in Bekaa, where our 

Protection teams work around the clock providing information and practical support to help refugees get 
access to vital services (including legal and health).  Engineering and health promotion work is largely 
currently focused on repairing storm damage from the winter.  Public opinion in both Jordan and Lebanon is 
hardening towards refugees, whose situation becomes ever more difficult.  
 
(Photo: Omar, 13, from Daraa in Syria, flies a kite in Zaatari refugee camp in Jordan. Oxfam, February 2015).  
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http://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/failing-syria-assessing-the-impact-of-un-security-council-resolutions-in-protec-346522
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2015-03-12/aid-agencies-give-un-security-council-fail-grade-syria?utm_source=oxf.am&utm_medium=ZNp8&utm_content=redirect%20-#rpctoken=918848853&forcesecure=1
http://news.withsyria.com/?lang=en
https://www.withsyria.com/
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Vanuatu - Tropical Cyclone Pam 

Tropical Cyclone Pam – the largest storm the 
Pacific region has seen in over a century - bore 
down on the island nation of Vanuatu on March 13, 
passing almost directly over the central and 
southern islands. Initial assessments from Port Vila 
report up to 90% of buildings having been damaged 
or destroyed, with significant damage to 
infrastructure including the hospital, morgue, 
bridges and schools. According to the National 
Disaster Management Office (NDMO), 16 fatalities 
have been recorded so far and there are currently 
around 4,000 people in 36 evacuation centres.  
The Government-led joint Initial Rapid Needs 
Assessment Team indicate an urgent need for food, 
water, medical supplies, hygiene kits, kitchen kits, 

tents and bedding. Oxfam is the lead agency of the Vanuatu Humanitarian Team (VHT), a collaboration of 
Vanuatu-based NGOs, UN agencies, Red Cross and Government agencies. Oxfam will therefore be filling a 
key coordination role with the VHT for this response, in addition to water and sanitation support in evacuation 
centres and Emergency Food Security and Vulnerable Livelihoods programs for both response and recovery.  
 
(Photo: Family living at Freswota area in Port Vila, Philippe Metois, March 2015) 
 
Philippines 

The typhoons of the last 18 months have rather 
taken attention off Mindanao – the large southern 
island where separatist groups have been engaged 
in low-intensity conflict with sporadic flare-ups for 
decades. A recent flare-up has just occurred which 
displaced over 80,000 people. The authorities are 
likely to be able to cover the needs and have not 
called for any assistance. However, Oxfam is 
working with Mindanao-based and national 
organisations to support an overall peace process. 
Our history in Mindanao dates back to 1999 with 
small-scale work, which expanded into a large-scale 
humanitarian response during the all-out war in 
2000. Fuller articles about our work there are 
available here.  

(Photo: Oxfam together with Unyphil Women and other civil society groups, peace movements, and communities across 
the country, launched on March 6th the “All Out Peace campaign”, a national platform that calls for truth, justice and 
durable peace, Oxfam, February 2015) 

West Africa  

 
Ebola crisis  

Liberia reported its first Ebola case in weeks on Friday (March 20
th
), undermining growing hopes that the 

country might be declared Ebola-free next month. In Sierra Leone new cases have averaged around 10 per 
day for the last few weeks, concentrated in an area of the North-west where Oxfam is working. Thousands of 
local people have taken part in campaigns to spread the message about how Ebola can be controlled, and 
millions have taken vital practical steps to prevent infection. In Sierra Leone and Liberia, Oxfam staff have 
been listening to what people have to say about their priorities now and for the future and captured this 
feedback into a report, which is available on our website. Oxfam and its partners remain vigilant and are 
pursuing awareness campaign through door to door operations and radio messaging including in ‘at risk 
countries’, Guinea Bissau and the Gambia. In Senegal, women’s groups and field agents have received 

http://www.oxfamblogs.org/philippines/category/mindanao
http://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/ebola-is-still-here-voices-from-liberia-and-sierra-leone-on-response-and-recove-345644


 

  http://www.oxfam.org 

training on the preparedness and prevention of the 
Ebola disease.  

On 3 March, African Union and EU have gathered at 
the 'High-Level Ebola Conference' in Brussels to 
discuss action to finally eliminate the disease, as well 
as major recovery needs. At the request of President of 
Liberia, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, a ‘WASH in Schools’ 
meeting was organized by Oxfam. “As thousands of 
schools in Liberia reopen their doors post-Ebola, it is 
clear that the lack of clean water, hand washing and 
sanitation facilities are major stumbling blocks in 
helping our children develop life-changing habits which 
will enhance their 

health for the long term. Investment in water and sanitation is critical to 
help guard against future outbreaks of Ebola and other infectious 
diseases”, President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf said. (Please read our press 
release and the report “WASH in Schools. Liberia’s first step to recovery 
from Ebola”, which provides detailed evidence on the current needs for 
services and investments). 
 
Moreover, this week (23th March) we mark the first anniversary of the 
outbreak. Read our press release “Ebola one year on: Hearts and homes 
were key to breakthrough said Oxfam”. 

(Photo1: Oxfam-run International Women’s Day 2015 event in Kumala in the 
Koinadugu district in Northern Sierra Leone. The event put the spotlight on 

Ebola survivors especially women and children, Oxfam, March 2015. Photo 2: 

Oxfam isolation kits at the Paramedical Isolation Centre in Makeni in the Bombali 
district of northern Sierra Leone. People who have been in close contact with an 
Ebola patient are required to stay in the centre for 21 days while their health is 
monitored. Oxfam has been supporting them by providing isolation kits with 
essential items to make their stay hygienic and comfortable. Oxfam, February 
2015) 
 
Chad – displaced people from Nigeria 

Since the Boko Haram attack on 3rd January on military installations and civilian populations in and around 
the north-eastern Nigerian town of Bagakawa, more than 15,000 Nigerian have sought refuge in Chad, many 
of them on the small islands scattered of the Lake. Since having observed the situation in the past weeks, 
Oxfam took the decision to carry a needs assessment. The mission will be carried out in the area of Bol, Baga 
Sola (Refugee Camp of Dar Salam), Ngouboua and Fokolum and will be focused on identifying the 
humanitarian needs of displaced persons and host population. 
 
Mauritania – food insecurity 

While Oxfam is involved in the “Harmonized Framework” meeting currently being held (16th to 18h March) to 
analyse the humanitarian situation in Mauritania, data from February are already showing a clear deterioration 
of the situation compared to November. While the forecast at that time was of over 930.000 people in 
livelihoods protection deficit in March 15th, February results are showing how the affectation has almost 
doubled compared to November predictions. 

As we reported in the last update, Oxfam is aiming to support the needs of 35,000 of the most vulnerable 
pastoralist and agro-pastoralist populations over the next 12 months. During March, Oxfam has already 
started working on preventing malnutrition and strengthening resilience of very poor households affected by 
food insecurity during the lean season in 2015 in the Brakna region through the injection of cash and 
distribution of food supplements for pregnant and lactating women and children. 
 

Horn & Eastern Africa 

 
South Sudan – conflict 

http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2015-03-03/president-johnson-sirleaf-and-oxfam-call-60m-liberia-school
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2015-03-03/president-johnson-sirleaf-and-oxfam-call-60m-liberia-school
http://www.oxfam.org/en/research/wash-schools-liberias-first-step-recovery-ebola-technical-report
https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2015-03-23/ebola-one-year-hearts-and-homes-were-key-breakthrough-said-oxfam
http://www.ipcinfo.org/ipcinfo-countries/western-africa/en/
http://reliefweb.int/report/world/emergencies-updates-6-26-february-2015
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South Sudan's peace talks have been suspended indefinitely. In response to the failure of the leaders to reach 
an agreement on March 6th, Oxfam South Sudan Country Director Zlatko Gegic said: "The people of South 
Sudan continue to suffer in this man-made crisis, with 2.5 million people at risk of severe hunger by the end of 
this month, and no end in sight as this process yet again fails to deliver peace. For communities across South 
Sudan, this was a critical opportunity to begin peace, and that opportunity has been missed.” (Read our press 

release here). 

Since the beginning of the crisis, more than 1.5 million people have been internally displaced and over 
500,000 have fled to Ethiopia, Kenya, Sudan and 
Uganda. Severe food insecurity and disrupted livelihoods 
and markets have left 2.5 million people facing severe 
food insecurity. Oxfam response is focused on public 
health, livelihoods and emergency response with gender, 
diversity, conflict-sensitive programming and advocacy 
work intertwined. We are currently supporting over 
480,000 people in South Sudan with humanitarian 
assistance. We’re also improving their access to food and 
income as well as supplying charcoal vouchers for fuel. 
This month, we supported over 220,000 people with 
humanitarian assistance.  

On the 8
th
 of March, for International Women’s Day, the 

team in South Sudan has promoted a campaign, 
showcasing the inspiring stories of the women of South Sudan. Take a few minutes to check out our photo 
essay and read their stories. (Photo: Women embracing each other in Minkaman, South Sudan, Oxfam) 
 
Ethiopia – displaced people from South Sudan  

Following the beginning of the conflict in South Sudan in December 2013, a massive displacement of civilians 
took place with people seeking safety both within and outside the country. Hundreds of thousands fled to 

Uganda, Sudan and Ethiopia. In Ethiopia about 
200,000 refugees have settled in the Gambella 
region, one of the least developed regions in 
Ethiopia. On March 15th, UNCHR, ARRA, and 
partners, inaugurated a new camp, named Jewii, 
to ease congestion and provide a less flood-prone 
site in advance of this year’s rainy season in 
May/June. Located at 18 kilometres from 
Gambella town, Jewii will have a capacity of 
50,000 people. Oxfam’s own contribution is under 
discussion and yet to be determined, given we 
remain heavily committed to the operation of 
trucking water in Kule Camp. (Photo: Kule 

Refugee Camp, Ethiopia, UNHCR) (Photo: Kule Refugee Camp, Ethiopia, UNHCR) 

 
Democratic Republic of Congo – violence  

The displacements of people in South Kivu weren’t as high as we had been expecting during recent fighting, 
and we won’t need to intervene there but can continue focusing on supporting 45,000 people who have fled 
massacres in the Beni region, and are seeking refuge on the border between North Kivu and Province 
Orientale.  

Meanwhile our report ‘Secure Insecurity – the continuing abuse of civilians in Eastern DRC as the state 
extends its control’ is out on our website at this link. The report reveals that many people living in this region 
are so disconnected from authorities that they cannot access – or are forced to pay for – basic services, 
including protection against crimes and abuses inflicted upon them. Those surveyed cited armed groups and 
local security forces as perpetrators of crimes, particularly against women. (Read our press release here) 

South Asia 

https://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/reactions/oxfam-reacts-failure-south-sudans-leaders-reach-agreement
https://oxfaminternational.exposure.co/angelina-the-unsung-heroine
https://oxfaminternational.exposure.co/angelina-the-unsung-heroine
https://www.oxfam.org/en/south-sudan/womens-rights-personal-testimonies-south-sudan
http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/country.php?id=65
http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/country.php?id=65
http://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/secure-insecurity-the-continuing-abuse-of-civilians-in-eastern-drc-as-the-state-345148
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases/2015-03-06/protection-gaps-exposing-eastern-congo-communities-continued-abuse?utm_source=oxf.am&utm_medium=ZGwv&utm_content=redirect
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India 

Assam Conflict: the situation in Golaghat district of Assam continues to be tense although there has not been 
any outbreak of serious violence in the last 2 months. There have been reports of mobilisation of arms across 
the Nagaland border and this has caused fear, tension, and population displacement. In Bodoland Territorial 
areas some of the population who were displaced by the violence have not returned back to their villages and 
were not able to harvest their crops. Oxfam continues to provide water and sanitation essential services to the 
population who are displaced and plans to initiate a returnee early recovery programme from May 2015 
onwards.  

Jammu and Kashmir Floods: Oxfam has assisted over 75,000 flood affected people across four districts 
including in Srinagar (from September 2014). In the immediate aftermath of the disaster, our priority was to 
prevent the outbreak of disease, by providing clean water, sanitation utilities and hygiene essentials and 
winter support considering the harsh winter season.   

Due to extreme weather conditions in Kashmir, Oxfam had to scale down some of its activities for the month 
of February. In March, Oxfam has scaled up its response again and is now focusing on the winterization, 
distributing non-food items to flood affected schools, providing educational materials to 3000 children and 
implementing livelihood restoration activities in some of the worst flood affected. Cash voucher interventions, 
livelihood, and water and sanitation restoration work are a priority now that snowing in the area has reduced. 

 

 
 
Find more information on the above emergency programs and our other responses: 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/emergencies  
 
If you need pictures in high resolution or have any questions please contact 
federica.mastroianni@oxfaminternational.org. 
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