
Somalia: Update 2 - Overview of COVID-19 directives 

26 April 2020 

 

 

Introduction 

This note summarises the directives promulgated (either written or verbal) by the Federal Government of Somalia 
(FGS) and Federal Member States (FMS) aimed at mitigating the spread of COVID-19; and identifies the impact 
of  the restrictions on the general population and humanitarian operations.  

 

Background 
The FGS and the FMS continue to take necessary measures to mitigate the spread and impact of COVID-19 in 
Somalia. Since 16 March 2020, a total of 42 COVID-19 related directives/statements have been issued, either in 
writing or verbally.  
 
As of  24 April, 41 out of the 42 directives are in place while one aimed at 
closure of mosques has been rescinded[1]. Twenty-one relate to social 
distancing, the closure of  academic institutions and restriction of  
population movement. Five impose suspensions on international and 
domestic passenger f lights and restriction of land movement, and seven 
relate to border closures. Five impose night-time curfews, one directs tax 
exemption on basic food items to mitigate the economic impact on the 
population despite government losing revenue; and two relate to the 
registration and burial activities for deceased persons.  
 

Application of directives 

• Currently, 11 out of 12 airports, one out of eight seaports and 17 out of 21 land borders are closed. Hargeisa 
airport still allows Ethiopian Airlines f lights to and f rom Addis but with a reduced frequency of one flight per 
week. However, land borders remain porous and cross-border movement has been observed. Efforts are 
under way to tighten movement. 

• Port fees and taxes on imports represent a significant portion of income for the FGS and FMS. According to 
the World Bank, trade taxes accounted for an average of 69 per cent of  domestic revenue over the past 6 
years, representing an average 1.8 per cent of Somalia’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 1. The closure of 
seaports and land borders for a long period presents significant loss in domestic revenue and contraction of 
GDP. (See interactive map on https://covid19som-ochasom.hub.arcgis.com/). 

• Ef forts to scale up and implement prevention measures remain a challenge due to living conditions, social 
practices and the socio-economic considerations associated with preventive measures.  
 

Impact 

General across all states 

• The Education Cluster estimates that 1 million school children are out of the physical classroom due to closure 

of  schools. However, some states have reported alternative learning through different means such as radio, 
TV and internet. A NRC survey found2 92 per cent of  internally displaced Somalis interviewed reported the 
closure of madrasas and schools as the key issue disrupting their daily activities.  

• Jubaland, South West State and Puntland have reported increases in prices of basic commodities in markets 
due to COVID-19 restrictions.  

• The reduction in business activities and closure of markets, hotels and restaurants continues to impact daily-

wage workers, casual labourers and low-income populations. Import and export have been negatively 
af fected. 

 
1 Somalia Economic Update Edition 4, August 2019, The World Bank – available at https://bit.ly/3cNp86V 
2 A cough that kills people: Views on COVID-19 from Somalia’s displacement-affected communities, April 2020, 
NRC 

applewebdata://6A9EF914-B139-484E-8C6A-5F0BDAD90C18/#_ftn1
https://covid19som-ochasom.hub.arcgis.com/
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• Due to COVID-19 and f light restrictions, the majority of UN and NGO international staff are in alternate 
working arrangements outside the country. while national staff f rom the UN and partners are working in a 
restrictive environment, thus reducing the humanitarian footprint.   

• Humanitarian partners reported a reduction in field activities and adaptation of humanitarian interventions in 
order to respect social distancing and movement restrictions. The NRC survey also quoted communities as 
reporting a reduction in the presence of NGOs3 mainly in South West State, Jubaland and Puntland. However, 
f indings revealed that in Luuq, Jubaland the decrease in field activities is associated to closure of projects by 
local organisations due to reduced funding since December 2019. In Galmudug, it was associated to closure 
of  nutrition and WASH partnerships by WFP. In Puntland and South West State, partners have confirmed 
that activities covering basic needs such as water trucking, food and multi -purpose cash distributions are 
continuing with adaptations despite the reduced field presence.  

• Protection partners expressed concern regarding access to justice due to closure of courts in South West 
State. 
 

Impact by location 
Somaliland: 

• School closures have left some 222,000 children aged 6–17 out of school. The Ministry of Education 
and partners are currently broadcasting education programs via radio, TV and internet for grades 8 and 
12 targeting 33,000 students. From 26 April, programmes targeting grades 7 and 11 will be 
broadcasted.  

• Humanitarian partners reported reduced and suspended activities in IDP sites affecting some 39,000 

internally displaced persons, including trainings and those require gathering such as cash-for-work, 
villages saving loan associations, community mobilization and etc.  

• As of  23 April, Ethiopian Airlines reduced flights between Hargeisa and Addis from two flights per day 

to once a week.  
• Prices of food items such as sugar, rice and wheat flour have increased up to 6 per cent from February 

prices while non-food items such as pots and pans increased by 10 per cent. Prevention items for 
COVID-19 including sanitizers, facemasks and gloves increased by a record 318 per cent4 
 

Puntland: 
• Humanitarian partners reported plans to adapt interventions in line with COVID-19 directives such as 

distribution of two-month food rations.  
• Some 45,000 students f rom 650 schools including primary and secondary schools were af fected by 

school closures. State examinations except centralized examination of standard 8 and Form 4, were 
cancelled.  

• Prices of basic food items such as rice, sugar and wheat f lour increased by up to 12 per cent from 

February while non-food items such as pots and pans increased by 8 per cent5. The highest increase 
was seen in essential COVID-19 prevention items including sanitizers, facemasks and gloves with 223 
per cent increase6. Additionally, on 22 April, food security partners reported a 25 per cent price increase 
in vegetables and f ruits across the state due to the preparations for the holy month of Ramadan and 
supply chain complexities related to COVID-19.  

 
Galmudug: 

• Humanitarian partners in south Gaalkacyo have reduced field activities due to COVID-19 directives but 
activities covering basic needs in the IDP sites are continuing but with reduced field presence.  

• Some 43,344 students remain out of school due to the suspension of learning activities. On 18 Ap ril 2020, 
university students started receiving alternative learning via online classes.  

• Prices of basic food items like rice, sugar and wheat f lour increased by an average of 18 per cent7. 

Similarly, prices of non-food items such as pots and pans increased by 10 per cent whilst 153 per cent 
increase was recorded for essential COVID-19 prevention items like sanitizers, facemasks and gloves8. 

 
3 A cough that kills people: Views on COVID-19 from Somalia’s displacement-affected communities, April 2020, 
NRC 
4 CARE Market Assessment Report, April 2020 
5 CARE Market Assessment Report, April 2020 
6 CARE Market Assessment Report, April 2020 
7 CARE Market Assessment Report, April 2020 
8CARE Market Assessment Report, April 2020.  
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Hirshabelle: 

• Population movements and social gathering reportedly continue in Middle Shabelle despite the directive 
by the Governor of Middle Shabelle to suspend these activities. Markets, restaurants and cafés continue 
to function and mosques are continuing prayers. 

• Some 166 schools have been closed affecting 47,000 children. Additionally, some 800 teachers have 
been put on compulsory leave but received incentives in April.  

 

Banadir: 

• While buying power has been reduced for many due to loss of livelihoods, p rices of basic commodities 
have not reportedly increased in the region. This may be associated to the Minister of Trade and Industry 
announcement on 23 April 2020 of sanctions against traders who increase prices of basic commodities 
during the COVID-19 crisis and to the FGS announcement on 15 April 2020 on revocation of tax on 
basic commodities.  

• On 25 April 2020, Somali media9 reported two civilians were killed by police while enforcing a night time 
curfew as per the directive on curfew 12 April 2020. Public demonstrations followed. The perpetrator 
was reportedly arrested and the police commissioner of the district relieved of his duties.    

• The closure of  business activities like markets, hotels and restaurants continue to have economic 
implications on low income populations such as porters, cleaners, tailors, construction workers, etc.   

• COVID-19 directives have restricted access to IDPs site and delivery of basic services by humanitarian 
partners. All organizations have instructed their staff to minimize movements and instead work remotely.  

 

South West State: 

• As of  8 April 2020, all public and private schools  have been closed which has impacted 143 schools 
with 36,000 students. 85 percent (122 of the 143 schools) are in IDP settlements. Since the school 
closure, the Ministry of  Education and Culture with support of  partners have started broadcasting 
education programmes via radio (Star FM and radio Koonfur Galbeed) in Baidoa. Messages on COVID-
19 have also been incorporated in the broadcast. School-based activities such as teacher incentives, 
food rations for students and provision of safe drinking water through schools is continuing despite 
school closure. 

• OCHA surveyed roughly half of the humanitarian partners; 36 per cent reported they were not able to 
conduct f ield activities, 40 per cent had reduced activities to lifesaving activities only and 66 per cent 
were adapting primary activities to COVID-19 directives. However, partners reported that activities 
covering basic needs in IDP sites are continuing but with reduced f ield presence. They also reported 
suspension of activities that require social gathering such as community-based child protection, trainings 
and cash for work.  

• Closure of courts is disrupting formal justice procedures, including for Gender-Based Violence response 
activities. In addition, Child Welfare Committee meetings have been postponed. 

 

Jubaland: 

• School closure has impacted 223 schools and 64,000 children. Plans are in place for online learning 

but have not been implemented yet. 
• According to CARE, the price of basic food items such as rice, wheat flour, sugar has increased by an 

average of 17 per cent whilst price of non-food items such as pots and pans increased by 12 per cent 
in April. Furthermore, a reduction of daily wages for casual labour, at an average of 7 per cent 10.  

• Closure of domestic airports have led to disruptions in movement of humanitarian supplies. About 3.5 
MT of  nutrition supplies for Afmadow district is remaining in Kismayo. A list of supplies that are affected 
have been compiled and shared with logistics cluster for support.  

• Onset of  Gu’ rains have resulted in f lash f loods and closure of roads linking Kismayo to Afmadow, 
Badhadhe districts in lower juba and Bu'alle in Middle Juba. Furthermore, changes in f light frequency 
between Kismayo and Moqadishu has delayed transportation of COVID-19 samples from Jubaland.  

Humanitarian partners reported closure of activities such as trainings, protection awareness and cash for 
work and downscaling field staff due to reduced field activities in order to apply COVID-19 restriction. 

 
9 https://www.aa.com.tr/en/africa/somali-police-kill-2-civilians-in-mogadishu/1817922 
10 CARE Market Assessment Report, April 2020 


