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1) Political and Security 
 
South-central :  
On 6 May, Al Shabab fighters ambushed the Raskambooni police base in Dobley town. 
The armed clashes lasted more than half an hour and one Raskambooni soldier died 
during the attack and three others were seriously injured. Two days later, the militants 
launched another hit and run attack against the Somali government forces manning a 
checkpoint at Shaqalaha neighborhood on the exit road to Afmadow west of Kismayo. 
No casualties were reported. Tension remains high in Dobley and its surrounding areas. 
 
Puntland:  
In Bossaso, Darwish troops advanced into the main town from their military bases in 
Sugure (30km south of Bosasso) and other strategic posts on the Golis mountain 
ranges, immediately halting operations at the port, bank and established temporary 
checkpoints in town. This was in protest against the salary cuts by the government. The 
protest was however contained by local authorities. Former Puntland president General 
Adde Muse has strongly denounced the government’s proposed democratization 
processes, elections without voter registration, population census, constitutional court, 
district boundaries and public disarmament citing the whole process tainted, worrisome, 
un-inclusive and undemocratic. Transitional Puntland Electoral Commission officials 
have announced 30th June as Election Day for the state’s first-ever Local Council 
elections, with six political associations competing for seats in 37 districts of Puntland. 
 
Somaliland: 
Somaliland is in full gear for preparations for its Independence Day Celebrations on 18 

May. As a result, all security personnel have been similarly engaged temporarily 
postponing any security support to UN missions (14-18 May 2013). A well-armed police 
force undertook a surprise operation on a relative’s house of an alleged Al Shabab 
leader, Ahmed Godane on Monday. The police are yet to disclose the details of the 
operation. On the political front, the Somaliland Foreign Minister welcomed the 
outcomes of the Somalia conference in London held on 7th May 2013,  hoping for 
restoration of peace and stability that will have a positive impact in the region especially 
Somaliland. Also, the Somaliland President and Ethiopian Prime Minister met in Addis 
Ababa, as part of new efforts to strengthen bilateral relations between the two countries. 
The Somaliland President also advocated for observer status at AU and IGAD forums.  
 

2) Population Movement  
 

IDPs – A total of 777 people were displaced within Somalia mainly due to lack of 
livelihood, flood, IDP return, insecurity and fire. The IDPs moved/returned to Banadir, 
Awdal, Shabelle Hoose, Woqooyi Galbeed, Juba Hoose, Togdheer, Bari, Nugaal, Sool 
and Sanaag regions with priority needs reported to be livelihood support, shelter, food, 
water, protection from direct attacks, health and transport. 68% were female. 
 
Refugee Returns: From Kenya to Somalia: 76 people returned from Ifo 2 and Nairobi 
to Somalia through Dobley, Diif Kismayo and Berbera. They are heading to their place of 
habitual residence in Juba Hoose, Juba Dhexe and Banadir regions. Main reasons for 
moving include the improving security situation. Some are stranded at the border and 
could not proceed to their final destinations due to the rainy season (bad roads). 
Transport, shelter, livelihood support and water are urgent needs. 71% were female.  
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From Ethiopia to Somalia: 6 people returned from Jijiga to Mogadishu and reported 
livelihood support as their urgent need. Other movements include 629 and 27 people 
deported from Saudi Arabia and Yemen respectively to Somalia. 

 
3) Protection and assistance activities:  

 
South Central: 
The Site Planning Working Group as part of the IDP relocation process met in 
Mogadishu on 12 May. The Disaster Management Agency and UNHABITAT presented 
two different site plans for Deynille Transit Settlement, involving various plot sizes and 
sets of standards (SPHERE vs. urban planning standards). The common denominator 
was the introduction of Corrugated Galvanized Iron (CGI) as the shelter prototype, which 
raised questions about the transitional nature of the settlement which shall be discussed 
at ministerial level. Further concerns related to the operational planning of the security 
arrangements in Deynille as well as the guarantee of the land tenure rose, in particular in 
the light of the deteriorating security situation in the district, the newly appointed DC and 
Mogadishu Police Commissioner. UNHCR is following up in bilateral discussions with 
the Minister of Internal National Security (MINS) and the local authorities.  
 
May 12 was the first day of a two-day training facilitated by UN Mine Action in Somalia 
(UNMAS) for 20 Protection Cluster Members and UNHCR staff to become trainers of 
trainers (ToTs) in Landmine and Explosive Remnants of War Safety. Supported by the 
Return Consortium, 31 individual IDP returnees arrived in Mogadishu by plane from 
Hargeisa on 12 May. They are on transit to return to Baidoa where they will receive their 
final package of return assistance. All returnees received Mine Risk Education during 
their overnight stay in Mogadishu and in the morning they departed with their privately 
arranged transport. Since flooding began in Jowhar, approximately 1,500 households 
have been displaced to surrounding villages. The Disaster Management Agency is 
planning to provide about 800 NFI kits provided by IOM. UNHCR is currently planning to 
provide an additional 700 kits for the displaced households in the district. As part of the 
continuous cycle of protection mainstreaming training, 40 Education and WASH Cluster 
partners were trained over the past week.  
 
Puntland:  
A verification exercise by the RAD was held in Bossaso, where the results of the 
exercise were discussed as well as newly-arrived applicants in Garowe. The draft of 
REF and Asylum Seeker Certificates’ changes will be sent to Ministry of Interior for 
review and approval after internal discussion and preparation by UNHCR Bossaso and 
Galkayo. Implementing partner WAWA installed 15 solar lights in Biyo Kulule IDP 
settlement in Bossaso. An additional 18 solar panels will be installed by WAWA and 
ASAL in the same settlement in order to maximize coverage. Prior to the installation of 
the solar lights, UNHCR, NRC, DRC, WAWA and ASAL jointly visited and identified 
settlement where NRC has constructed CGIs through UNHCR funding last year. 
 
Somaliland: 
The Ministry of Interior supported by UNHCR resumed registration of asylum seekers 
from Ethiopia as well as other countries including Syria and Palestine.  
 

4) RO Somalia 
Some 17 staff attended a two-day workshop on Career Transition, facilitated by the 
Career Management and Support Services team from Geneva.       END 


