
Map 5.3: Ongoing displacement in the Hunza valley following the 2010 Attabad landslide
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the displacement of the remaining IDPs.128 
The Pakistan Red Crescent Society 

and Focus Humanitarian Assistance, an 
organisation affiliated to the Aga Khan 
Development Network, have also pro-
vided IDPs with assistance.129 Focus dis-
tributed two months’ worth of aid from the 
World Food Programme, paid for with a 
USAID grant. The Aga Khan Rural Sup-
port Programme set up a business revi-
talisation programme and a cash-for-work 
project, and the government has provided 
school subsidies.130 Since 2014, two river 
ambulances have been transporting peo-
ple to medical facilities downstream from 
the dam as part of a USAID programme.131

Overall, much less assistance was de-
livered than originally promised. Nor were 
different programmes well coordinated, 
and government officials were accused 
of corruption.132 A series of protests were 
organised against the authorities’ per-
ceived inaction in draining the lake, and 
untimely and inadequate assistance. In 
August 2011, police killed two protesting 
IDPs and injured another three, which trig-
gered further rallies and led to the arrest 
of a number of demonstrators on sedition 
and other charges.133 

A Chinese state company is building a 
new section of road which, if it opens as 
planned in August 2015, will complete the 

Karakoram highway again. This should 
help the valley’s inhabitants, including 
the remaining IDPs, to at least partially 
re-establish their former lives and liveli-
hoods by restoring their access to mar-
kets, services, education and employment 
opportunities further south. 

They will also be able to work in the 
transport sector and set up small road-
side businesses again, but opportunities 
to return to cultivating cash crops will be 
limited for a number of years to come. The 
lake no longer covers much of the area’s 
arable land, but it has left it covered in 
a thick layer of sediment, making it very 
difficult to farm.134
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