
 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 Violations Bulletin 
 September 2012 

In September, DCI documented a case 

in which a seven-year-old girl from East 

Jerusalem was injured when she was 

pushed and sprayed with gas by a 

settler. The settler was taken away for 

questioning by the police but the girl‟s 

family has not filed a complaint as they 

believe it would be futile.  

 

On 12 September, a 10-year-old boy 

from the village of Salim, near Nablus in 

the occupied West Bank, was injured 

by a tear gas canister as he watched 

confrontations between villagers and 

the Israeli army. The boy noticed a 

soldier aiming directly at him from a 

distance of 50 metres just before he 

was shot in the leg. 

 

On 15 September, a 14-year-old boy 

was injured by unexploded ordnance 

whilst grazing sheep in the West Bank. 
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RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 

 

 Girl injured in settler attack in 

East Jerusalem  

 Boy injured by tear gas 

canister  

 Boy injured by UXO in the 

north of the West Bank  

 Girl attacked by settlers in 

Hebron 

 DCI issues new Urgent 

Appeal for the Children of 

the Sea in Gaza (UA - 3/12)  

 

 DCI updates Urgent Appeal 

on Settler Violence (UA – 

3/11) 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Since 2011, DCI has documented 7 

similar cases, including two fatalities. 

 

On 19 September, another girl was 

attacked by a settler in Hebron. 

According to the UN, settler attacks 

against Palestinians and their property 

have increased by almost 150% since 

2009. DCI has updated its Urgent 

Appeal on Settler Violence, calling for 

more protection for Palestinians and 

accountability for perpetrators. 

 

DCI also issued an Urgent Appeal for 

child fishermen in Gaza. Fishermen are 

constantly harassed and arrested by 

Israeli patrol boats while trying to 

make a living, usually within the 3 mile 

fishing limit. The children are generally 

detained without accusation and 

their equipment and boats are 

confiscated. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 

 

UN report – Gaza in 2020 – A 

Liveable Place?  

 

The Guardian – Gaza: an 

early warning of disaster 

 

The Independent - Israel and 

the Occupied Territories are 

much changed - yet peace 

seems more distant than ever 

 

Aljazeera - Palestinian child 

prisoners 'abused' 

 

EU statement on settler 

violence 
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   Number of Palestinian children killed as a result of Israeli military and settler presence in the OPT 

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 TOTAL 

94 98 192 130 162 52 124 50 112 315 8 15 4 1,359 
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For information on child rights 

violations during Operation Cast 

Lead in Gaza read DCI and Al 

Mezan’s report: Bearing the Brunt 

Again  

 

 

*** 

For information on settler violence 

against Palestinian children read 

DCI-Palestine’s latest report: Under 

Attack: Settler Violence against 

Palestinian Children in the 

Occupied Palestinian Territory 

 

 

*** 

For information on Palestinian 

Child Prisoners read DCI’s latest 

Detention Bulletin, or the report: 

Palestinian Child Prisoners, The 

systematic and institutionalised ill-

treatment and torture of 

Palestinian children by Israeli 

authorities 

 

 

 
Name:    Isra S. 

Date of incident:  5 September 2012 

Location:   East Jerusalem 

Age:    7 

Nature of incident:  Settler violence 

 

On 5 September 2012, a seven-year-old girl is attacked by a settler on her way 

to a shop in the old city of Jerusalem. 

 

Isra lives in the old city of Jerusalem 

in a household of 10. Her house 

shares an entrance with other 

houses that have been taken over 

by Israeli settlers.  

 

“There is a stairway that leads to a 

yard and then to the settlers‟ houses 

and to ours,” Isra explains. “There is 

also a synagogue on top of our 

house that is frequently visited by 

settlers,” she adds. 

 
 

On 5 September 2012, Isra went out of the house to go to a shop. A settler 

neighbour was sitting on the stairs with some friends. “I said to him 'Zlikha,' 

which means 'excuse me' so I could go down, but when I passed by he put his 

foot in front of me and pushed me down the stairs,” says Isra. “I fell on my face, 

and also hurt my knees. I felt a lot of pain because I had a surgery in my mouth 

when I was little and it is very sensitive.” 

 

“While I was still on the ground, the settler took a small bottle out of his pocket 

and started spraying it in my face. My eyes and face started burning, and I 

realised he had sprayed gas on me,” continues seven-year-old Isra. “His friends 

started laughing and saying things in Hebrew that I could not understand.” 

 

Isra got up and rushed to her uncle‟s house nearby. She was “scared he might 

knock me down again and his friends would laugh at me or beat me.” There, 

she found her sister Fatima and told her what happened. Fatima and her 

cousin walked Isra back home. Fatima climbed the stairs alone and told her 

older brother about the attack, while Isra waited with her cousin downstairs. 

 

When Isra‟s brother came out, he told her not to be scared and that he would 

take action “so they would not do it again.” “I said to him „I‟m scared they 

might take you to prison‟, but he went up and started talking to the settlers in 

Hebrew,” says Isra. “Then I heard children saying that the Israeli police and 

army had arrived and when I looked I saw policemen and soldiers. My brother 

told them what they had done to me. Then a policeman asked me 'which one 

hit you and sprayed gas on you?' I pointed to the settler. The policeman talked 

to the settler in Hebrew and took the gas spray from him. Then, they took him 

to the police station for questioning.” 

 

Isra‟s family decided not to file a complaint because they feel “it is useless.” 

Isra says: “I am still scared to go out alone to the neighbourhood or to the store 

because the settlers might be sitting on the stairs and they might beat me 

again.” 

 

According to the Israeli organisation Yesh Din, over 90 percent of complaints 

submitted by Palestinians against settlers end without indictments being filed. 

            

Urgent Appeals 
 

 UA 3/11 – Settler Violence 

 UA 3/12 – Children of the Sea 

 UA 2/12 – Forcible transfer  

 UA 1/12 – Solitary confinement 

 UA 6/11 – Children of Beit Ummar 

 UA 4/11 – Children of Azzun 

 

Voices from the Occupation 
 

 Qassam H. - On 12 September 

2012, a 10-year-old boy from 

the village of Salim near Nablus 

is injured by a tear gas canister 

during confrontations between 

Palestinians and the Israeli 

army. 

 

 Saqer D. - On 15 September 

2012, a 14-year-old boy is 

injured by unexploded 

ordnance while grazing sheep 

in the north of the West Bank. 

 
 Sally L. - On 19 September 

2012, an 11-year-old girl is 

attacked by a settler when she 

and her brother confront him 

after he damaged their water 

tank. 

 

More 
 

Media Archive 

 

 BBC documentary – Ultra 

Zionists (settlers) 

 The Independent – Jewish 

settlers are terrorising 

Palestinians, says Israeli General 

 IRIN – Growing number of 

children with anxiety disorders 

 Sydney Morning Herald –  

Palestinians live in fear for their 

lives as two-state solution 

hopes fade  

 The Guardian video – Gaza 

Fishermen  

 The Guardian - Jewish settler 

attacks on Palestinians listed as 

'terrorist incidents' by US 
 

More 
 

 

 

 

 

Case summary 
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Lawyers and fieldworkers for DCI-

Palestine collect sworn affidavits from 

victims and/or eye witnesses of human 

rights violations against Palestinian 

children. These affidavits are reviewed 

by trained staff to determine 

appropriate follow up action. 

Additional case summaries are 

available on request. For further 

information contact us through our 

website: www.dci-palestine.org  
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Gaza fishermen 

 

For many years, Palestinian fishermen have reported being harassed 

and humiliated by Israeli patrol boats whilst attempting to fish. Since 

January 2011, DCI-Palestine has documented 12 cases in which fishing 

boats containing children have been intercepted by Israeli boats, 

many of them within the three nautical mile sea limit unilaterally 

imposed by the Israeli authorities in 2008. The fishermen report being 

fired upon, sprayed with water cannon, detained and interrogated 

without any apparent legitimate reason.  

 

Based on the Oslo Accords, Palestinians living in Gaza were permitted 

to fish up to 20 nautical miles off the coast. Since the start of the 

Second Intifada in September 2000, this limit has been steadily reduced 

by Israel to its current distance of three nautical miles. This means that 

fishermen are prevented from accessing 85 percent of the maritime 

area agreed to under Oslo. These restrictions are mirrored on land, 

where Palestinians have been totally or partially prevented from 

accessing land located up to 1,500 metres from the border with Israel, 

which amounts to 35 percent of the total agricultural area of the 

territory.   

 

The UN has estimated that these measures affect 178,000 people, 

including 65,000 people directly and indirectly affected by the 

maritime restrictions. According to a recent report by the UN, if the 

current situation continues, conditions in Gaza may make it unliveable 

by 2020. In view of this situation, DCI has issued an Urgent Appeal 

requesting, inter alia, that the Israeli authorities respect the legitimate 

right of Palestinian fishermen to work unhindered off the coast of Gaza.  

 

Settler violence 

 

According to the UN, settler attacks against Palestinians and their 

property have increased by almost 150% since 2009. Despite calls to 

the Israeli government by the EU, the US State Department and the UN 

to improve law enforcement and accountability for perpetrators, 

settler attacks continue unabated and impunity remains pervasive.  

 

Since 2008, DCI has documented 128 cases of Palestinian children 

affected by settler violence, including four fatalities. This figure is not 

comprehensive and does not reflect the extent of the phenomenon. 

Due to the gravity of the situation, DCI has re-issued an Urgent Appeal 

on settler violence, calling for more protection for Palestinians and 

accountability for perpetrators. 

 

 

 

 

 

In the spotlight 

 

For information on Palestinian Child 

Prisoners read: Bound, Blindfolded 

and Convicted: Children held in 

military detention  

 
 

For information on child recruitment 

read: Recruitment and Use of 

Palestinian Children in Armed 

Conflict  

 

 

For information on the situation of 

children in East Jerusalem read: 

Voices from East Jerusalem: The 

Situation facing Palestinian Children. 

 

 
 

For information on settler violence 

against Palestinian children read: 

Under Attack: Settler Violence 

against Palestinian Children in the 

Occupied Palestinian Territory 
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