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Detention Bulletin 
 November 2012 

This month saw a 9 percent increase in 

the number of children prosecuted in 

the Israeli military courts and 

imprisoned. This represents a 32 percent 

increase in the number of children held 

in military detention since December 

2011. This month saw no change in the 

number of young children (12-15 years) 

being detained, which remained at 21 

children. 

 

In November, DCI documented 5 

cases in which children reported being 

held in solitary confinement in Al 

Jalame prison, inside Israel (Urgent 

Appeal). The boys report being held in 

windowless cells where dim yellow 

lights are left on 24 hours a day. The 

 November 2012 – Overview 

 

 

boys report being held in solitary 

confinement from between 4 and 29 

days, with an average of 14 days. DCI 

has now documented 59 cases of 

children held in solitary confinement in 

detention facilities inside Israel since 

2008. As recently as October 2011, the 

UN Special Rapporteur on Torture called 

for a total prohibition on the use of 

solitary confinement for children as it 

can frequently amount to torture.  

 

In early December, a petition was 

delivered to the UK Prime Minister 

calling on the UK government to take 

effective action in relation to Palestinian 

child detainees. The petition included 

4,483 signatories. 

 

 

 

 

Caption describing picture or 

graphic. 

DETENTION FIGURES 

 

4,432 total number of 

Palestinian prisoners ( 3%) 

 

178 children detained ( 9%) 

 

21 aged 12-15 (No change) 

 

0 children in Admin. Detention  

 

1 girl in detention  

 

 

 

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 

 

 The Guardian – The Israeli 

documentary putting military 

rule in Palestine on trial 

 

 Electronic Intifada – Israeli 

prisons equipped by 

notorious security firm G4S 

hold Palestinian teens in 

solitary confinement 

 

 New Statesman – How G4S 

helps Israel break the 

Geneva Convention by Lisa 

Nandy MP 

 

 The Guardian letters – UK, 

Palestinian child prisoners 

and Israel 

 

 Breaking the Silence – A 

former soldier describes how 

his commander pointed his 

weapon at a 9-year-old boy 

who begged for his life 

 

 New CAABU report – No 

Security in Injustice 

 

 Upholding the rights of 

Palestinian children by Sadiq 

Khan MP 
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Number of Palestinian children in Israeli detention: Jan 2008 – Nov 2012 
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http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/copy_of_ua_1_12_solitary_confinement_dec_12.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/copy_of_ua_1_12_solitary_confinement_dec_12.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/copy_of_ua_1_12_solitary_confinement_dec_12.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/sr_report_aug_2011_solitary_confinement.pdf
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/dec/09/uk-palestinian-child-prisoners-israel
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2012/nov/12/law-in-these-parts-israel-palestine
http://electronicintifada.net/blogs/adri-nieuwhof/israeli-prisons-equipped-notorious-security-firm-g4s-hold-palestinian-teens
http://www.newstatesman.com/blogs/politics/2012/09/how-g4s-helps-israel-break-geneva-convention
http://www.newstatesman.com/blogs/politics/2012/09/how-g4s-helps-israel-break-geneva-convention
http://www.newstatesman.com/blogs/politics/2012/09/how-g4s-helps-israel-break-geneva-convention
http://www.newstatesman.com/blogs/politics/2012/09/how-g4s-helps-israel-break-geneva-convention
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/dec/09/uk-palestinian-child-prisoners-israel
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/soldier%E2%80%99s-story-%E2%80%93-%E2%80%9Csome-hours-company-headquarters%E2%80%9D
http://caabu.org/Palestinian-detainees
http://caabu.org/Palestinian-detainees
http://caabu.org/Palestinian-detainees
http://www.sadiqkhan.co.uk/index.php/news/1483-sadiqs-article-for-labour-friends-of-palestine-and-the-middle-east?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+blogminster2010+%28Blogminster+-+MP+news+and+blogs+from+around+Westminster%29
http://www.sadiqkhan.co.uk/index.php/news/1483-sadiqs-article-for-labour-friends-of-palestine-and-the-middle-east?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+blogminster2010+%28Blogminster+-+MP+news+and+blogs+from+around+Westminster%29


 

Each year approximately 500 - 700 Palestinian children, some as young as 12 

years, are detained and prosecuted in the Israeli military court system.  

The most common charge is for throwing stones. The overwhelming majority of 

these children are detained inside Israel in contravention of Article 76 of the 

Fourth Geneva Convention. 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Aver. 

2009 389 423 420 391 346 355 342 339 326 325 306 305 355 

2010 318 343 342 335 305 291 284 286 269 256 228 213 289 

2011 222 221 226 220 211 209 202 180 164 150 161 135 192 

2012 170 187 206 220 234 221 211 195 189 164 178 - 198 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Aver. 

2009 50 54 53 47 39 47 42 39 40 44 41 42 44 

2010 44 41 39 32 25 23 18 20 32 34 32 30 31 

2011 34 45 45 37 38 38 40 34 35 30 33 19 36 

2012 26 24 31 33 39 35 34 30 28 21 21 - 29 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Aver. 

2009 5 7 6 6 6 5 4 3 3 0 0 0 3.8 

2010 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0.3 

2011 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0.2 

2012 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 - 0.5 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Aver. 

2009 5 6 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1.8 

2010 0 0 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 1.6 

2011 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0.2 

2012 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 - 0 

12-15 year olds  

In November there was no change 

in the number of young children 

(12-15 years) being prosecuted in 

Israeli military courts and receiving 

custodial sentences in prisons inside 

Israel. As at the end of November, 

there were 21 young children in 

detention. 

 

Total number of Palestinian children in Israeli detention at the end of each month 

since Jan 2009 - Note: These figures are not cumulative 
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Total  
According to the latest figures 

compiled by DCI from sources 

including the Israeli Prison Service 

(IPS) and Israeli army temporary 

detention facilities, there were 178 

Palestinian children (12-17 years) in 

Israeli detention at the end of 

November 2012. This represents an 

increase of 14 children (9%) from 

the previous month. 

 

November 2012 

IN FIGURES 
 

Number of young (12-15) Palestinians in Israeli detention at the end of each 

month since January 2009 - Note: These figures are not cumulative 

Girls in detention  

There is currently one Palestinian girl 

being held in Israeli detention. The 

17-year-old girl from Hebron was 

arrested at a checkpoint on 26 July 

2012, after been found in possession 

of a knife and pepper spray which 

she is accused of using on a female 

soldier. 

 

Administrative detention  

There are currently no Palestinian 

children being held without charge 

or trial in Israeli administrative 

detention. DCI continues to 

recommend that no child should be 

the subject of administrative 

detention and Israeli military law 

should be amended to reflect this 

position. 

 

Number of Palestinian girls in Israeli detention at the end of each month since 

January 2009 - Note: These figures are not cumulative 

Number of Palestinian children held in Israeli administrative detention at the end 

of each month since January 2009 - Note: These figures are not cumulative 



  

Urgent Appeals 
 

 UA 3/12 – Children of the Sea 

 UA 2/12 – Forcible transfer 

 UA 1/12 – Solitary confinement 

 UA 6/11 – Children of BeitUmmar 

 UA 4/11 – Children of Azzun 

 UA 3/11 – Settler violence 

 

 

 

Voices from the Occupation 
 

 Murad K. - On 29 August 2012, a 

17-year-old boy from a refugee 

camp near Nablus, in the 

occupied West Bank, is arrested 

by Israeli soldiers at 4:00 a.m. 

and held in solitary 

confinement for 19 days in Al 

Jalame interrogation centre, 

inside Israel. 

 

 Mujahed S. - On 24 September 

2012, a 17-year-old boy from 

Beita village, in the occupied 

West Bank, is arrested by Israeli 

soldiers at a checkpoint at the 

entrance to his village and held 

in solitary confinement in 

Israel’s Al Jalame prison for 29 

days. 

 

 Adham D. - On 14 October 

2012, a 17-year-old boy from 

Nablus, in the occupied West 

Bank, is arrested by Israeli 

soldiers and transferred to Al 

Jalame interrogation centre, 

inside Israel, where he is held 

for 12 days in solitary 

confinement. 

More 

 

 

Case summaries 
 

Lawyers and fieldworkers for DCI-

Palestine collect sworn affidavits 

from Palestinian children in prison 

and upon their release. These 

affidavits are taken in Arabic and 

further reviewed by trained staff 

to determine appropriate follow 

up action. Each year, around 100 

of these affidavits are translated 

into English from which these brief 

case summaries are produced.  

 

Voices from the Occupation  
 

Name:        Suleiman K. 

Date of incident: 25 October 2012 

Age:         17 

Location:       Nablus, West Bank 

Nature of incident:  Solitary confinement 

 

On 25 October 2012, a 17-year-old boy from Nablus, in the occupied West 

Bank, is arrested by Israeli soldiers at 4:00 a.m. and held at Al Jalame 

interrogation centre in solitary confinement for 18 days. 

 

“At around 4:00 a.m., I was sleeping when my father woke 

me up and told me Israeli soldiers were in our yard and they 

wanted to see me,” recalls 17-year-old Suleiman. The family 

quickly dressed and went out into the yard. The 

commanding officer told Suleiman that he wanted to talk 

to him alone and sent the rest of the family back inside. 

Suleiman was asked if he possessed a gun and he replied 

that he did not. Suleiman was then arrested but was not   

told why. His hands and feet were restrained and he was then led to a waiting 

military vehicle. 

 

Approximately 10 minutes later Suleiman arrived at Huwwara interrogation 

centre, outside Nablus. After being asked some medical questions by a doctor 

he was strip searched and then detained in a room until 11:00 a.m. Suleiman 

was then transferred to Al Jalame interrogation centre, near Haifa, inside Israel. 

Suleiman‟s transfer and subsequent detention in Israel is unlawful by virtue of 

Articles 49 and 76 of the Fourth Geneva Convention. On arrival at the 

interrogation centre Suleiman was strip searched for a second time. He was 

then taken for interrogation and asked some general questions by a police 

interrogator named “Nazir Sader” before being taken to an intelligence officer 

who introduced himself as “Barack”.  

 

“„Barack made me sit in a low metal chair tied to the floor in the middle of the 

room and tied my hands and feet to the chair. He kept me like that for hours. It 

was really painful and uncomfortable to sit in this position,” says Suleiman, who 

was questioned without being informed of his right to silence, without access to 

a lawyer and without a parent being present – rights Israeli children, including 

those living in the settlements, are entitled to. The interrogator accused 

Suleiman of weapon possession and attacking military vehicles and settler cars 

in the occupied West Bank – allegations he denied. “He interrogated me at 

least 16 times in the same manner; three to four hours each time. But I never 

confessed,” says Suleiman. Later on, other boys were brought into the 

interrogation room and told Suleiman that they had provided confessions 

against him. 

 

Suleiman was held for 22 days at Al Jalame, 18 of which were spent in solitary 

confinement. Most of that time was spent in Cell No. 36. “It is very small and has 

no windows,” says Suleiman. “The lights were on non-stop.” After 22 days, 

Suleiman was transferred to Megiddo prison, also inside Israel, and was strip 

searched on arrival.  

 

In October 2011, the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture submitted a report to 

the UN General Assembly calling for a total prohibition on the use of solitary 

confinement for children as it can frequently amount to torture. 

 

  

http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/ua_3_12_gaza_fishermen_12_nov_20122.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/ua_2_12_article_76_sep_24.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/ua_1_12_solitary_confinement_july_12_edited.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/ua_6-11_-_beit_ummar1.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/ua_4_11_azzun_update_18_jan_2012.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/ua_3_11_settler_violence_15_oct_2012.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/voices-occupation-murad-k-solitary-confinement
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/voices-occupation-mujahed-s-solitary-confinement
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/voices-occupation-adham-d-solitary-confinement
http://www.dci-palestine.org/category/case-studies
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/sr_report_aug_2011_solitary_confinement.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/sr_report_aug_2011_solitary_confinement.pdf


      

 

 

 

 

Recommendations 

No child should be prosecuted in military courts which lack comprehensive fair trial 

and juvenile justice standards. DCI-Palestine recommends that as a minimum 

safeguard in the light of consistent reports of ill-treatment and torture, the following: 

1. Ensure that no child is interrogated in the absence of a lawyer of their choice and 

family member; 

2. Ensure that all interrogations of children are audio-visually recorded; 

3. Ensure that all evidence suspected of being obtained through ill-treatment or 

torture be rejected by the military courts;  

4. Ensure that all credible allegations of ill-treatment and torture be thoroughly and 

impartially investigated and those found responsible for such abuse be brought to 

justice. 
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Media Archive:   

 

 

 The Guardian – The Israeli 

documentary putting 

military rule in Palestine on 

trial 

 

 The Independent – Israel 

breaks silence over army 

abuses 

 

 Haaretz – Nearly 100% of all 

military court cases in West 

Bank end in conviction 

 

 The Australian – Stone cold 

justice 

 

 The Guardian – The 

Palestinian children – alone 

and bewildered – in Israel‟s 

Al Jalame jail 

 

 
More 

 

 

 

For information on Palestinian Child 

Prisoners read: Bound, Blindfolded 

and Convicted: Children held in 

military detention  

 

 

 

Recent reports 

 

 WCLAC – Women‟s Voices: 

Glimpses of life under occupation 

 

 Breaking the Silence – Soldiers‟ 

Testimonies: Children and Youth 

 

 UK lawyers – Children in Military 

Custody 

 

 B’Tselem – No Minor Matter 

 

 PHR – Coerced false confessions 

 

  

 

 

Recent reports 

 

 Breaking the Silence – Soldiers‟ 

Testimonies: Children and Youth 

 

 UK lawyers – Children in Military 

Custody 

 
 B’Tselem – No Minor Matter 

 
 PHR – Coerced false confessions 

 

 

 

 

Children continue to be held in solitary in Israel’s Al Jalame prison 

 

In November, DCI documented five cases of children who reported 

being held in solitary confinement in Al Jalame prison, inside Israel. The 

boys, aged 16 and 17, were held in isolation for between 4 and 29 

days, with an average of 14 days. This brings to 59 the number of 

similar cases documented by DCI since 2008 (DCI Urgent Appeal). 

 

The children report being held in small, windowless cells where the 

lights are left on 24 hours a day. Children held in these conditions 

frequently report suffering from sleep deprivation, disorientation and 

adverse psychological reactions. The majority of children held at Al 

Jalame report being interrogated on a daily basis without being 

informed of their right to silence; denied access to lawyers; and 

prevented from having contact with family members. During 

interrogation, the children are frequently tied by their hands and feet 

to small, uncomfortable chairs, and remain in this position for many 

hours. In October 2011, the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture 

submitted a report to the General Assembly calling for a total 

prohibition on the use of solitary confinement for children as it 

frequently amounts to torture. This was followed by similar demands in 

July 2012, by the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in 

the occupied Palestinian territories, Richard Falk, who stated that 

“Israel‟s use of solitary confinement against children flagrantly violates 

international human rights standards”. 

 

The transfer of Palestinians from the West Bank to Al Jalame violates 

articles 49 and 76 of the Fourth Geneva Convention. Further, there is 

evidence that the British/Danish company, G4S, provides equipment 

to this facility. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.dci-palestine.org/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2012/nov/12/law-in-these-parts-israel-palestine
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/israel-breaks-silence-over-army-abuses-8081393.html
http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/news/nearly-100-of-all-military-court-cases-in-west-bank-end-in-conviction-haaretz-learns-1.398369
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/australian-stone-cold-justice
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/jan/22/palestinian-children-detained-jail-israel
http://www.dci-palestine.org/category/news
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/report_0.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/report_0.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/report_0.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/report_0.pdf
http://www.wclac.org/english/userfiles/Glimpses%20of%20Life%20Under%20Occupation%20October%202012.pdf
http://www.breakingthesilence.org.il/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/Children_and_Youth_Soldiers_Testimonies_2005_2011_Eng.pdf
http://www.childreninmilitarycustody.org/
http://www.btselem.org/download/201107_no_minor_matter_eng.pdf
http://www.phr.org.il/default.asp?PageID=116&ItemID=1323
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/report_0.pdf
http://www.breakingthesilence.org.il/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/Children_and_Youth_Soldiers_Testimonies_2005_2011_Eng.pdf
http://www.childreninmilitarycustody.org/
http://www.btselem.org/download/201107_no_minor_matter_eng.pdf
http://www.phr.org.il/default.asp?PageID=116&ItemID=1323
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/copy_of_ua_1_12_solitary_confinement_dec_12.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/sr_report_aug_2011_solitary_confinement.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=42527&Cr=palestin&Cr1
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=42527&Cr=palestin&Cr1
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=42527&Cr=palestin&Cr1
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/ua_2_12_article_76_nov_2012.pdf
http://www.whoprofits.org/g4s_report

