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Global Humanitarian Response Plan (GHRP) 

 Overall: WFP funding needs: 

 USD 2 billion USD 350 million 

Situation Update 

• As of 9 April, over 117,000 cases of COVID-19 were 

reported within the region. The largest increase in 

cases was seen in Kyrgyzstan (+141%). The first case of 

COVID-19 in Yemen was identified in the commercial 

port of Ash Shihr in the Hadhramout region. The port 

was closed for a week for deep cleaning. 

• All government and regional authorities have 

maintained measures to curb the spread of COVID-

19 to different degrees. Full access is not possible to any 

country within the region. Commercial aviation routes 

continue to be severely restricted, hampering the  

 

movement of goods.  
• Access restrictions to refugees, internally displaced 

persons (IDP) and quarantine facilities remain 

challenging. Country Offices (COs) have been 

coordinating with protection partners like UNHCR in 

assisting those in need. 

• Conflict continues to place a toll on COVID-19 

operations. In Libya vital medical facilities were 

attacked between 6-7 April, including Tripoli’s Al-Khadra 

Hospital where over 300 patients were being treated, 

including two for COVID-19. Moreover, preparations to 

combat the pandemic are being undermined by water 

and power supply cuts in Tripoli.  

Impact of COVID-19 on WFP Operations 

• COs continue to assess the impact of COVID-19 on 

beneficiaries and operations, despite the challenges 

and delays in monitoring activities caused by the 

emergency. Remote monitoring is being used in all 

countries except Sudan, Syria, Tajikistan and Turkey 

which are assessing its feasibility. 
• COs across the region are making programmatic 

adjustments, focused on sustaining operations to the 

extent possible for the coming three-month period 

while looking at the scale-up, or longer-term changes, 

of programmes with a focus on lifesaving COVID-19 

activities. 

• WFP has been requested to support in new ways such 

as providing support in quarantine facilities in Yemen. 

Over the last week the CO has been supporting the 

four UNHCR-established quarantine centers in Taiz and 

Al Dhalea governorates with immediate response 
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Highlights 

• Country Offices continue to assess the impact of COVID-19, including additional needs and protection issues caused by 

the emergency, using remote monitoring technology.  

• Country Offices are working with partners to overcome access restrictions to refugees, internally displaced persons (IDP) 

and quarantine facilities in order to serve the most vulnerable. 

 

• WFP supply chain continues to respond to partners’ requests for assistance, while monitoring and mitigating the affect 

the emergency is having on operations. 

 

• Country Offices across the region are receiving an increasing number of requests from local authorities to provide 

technical advice on social protection policies. 

• CAN WE REPHRASE THIS SUPPLY CHAIN. IT SOUNDS AS IF “WFP IS LOOKING FOR SOMETHING TO DO”.  

 

Algeria, Armenia, Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, 
Palestine, Sudan, Tajikistan, Syria, Tunisia, Turkey, Yemen 

 



 
 

rations over the 14-day quarantine period. Moreover, 

WFP’s rapid response mechanism (RRM) partners 

supported 5,265 people in 33 quarantine centers with 

2,001 RRM kits. 

WFP Response 

Food and Nutrition Assistance   

• School meals are currently on hold, with schools closed 

everywhere except in Tajikistan. In order to meet 

children’s nutrition needs WFP is engaging with 

governments across the region to provide alternative 

assistance mechanisms such as take-home rations or 

cash transfers in Egypt, Tunisia, Libya, Kyrgyzstan, Syria 

and Yemen.  

• Nutrition activities continue to be severely impacted, 

with many cooperating partner programmes closed or 

significantly scaled down. In Syria, many beneficiaries 

are not reporting for Malnutrition Treatment follow-up 

appointments nor accessing Malnutrition Prevention 

activities due to COVID-19. However, when context 

allows, malnutrition treatment and prevention 

programmes are continuing to be implemented with 

increased safety measures. Palestine CO has been 

designing a special ration parcel to be distributed in case 

of a two-week lockdown in Gaza. Collecting nutrition 

data has been limited with movement restrictions 

preventing face-to-face contact. 

• Livelihood activities have largely been suspended but 

work has not ceased as these activities will be a key 

focus for WFP’s medium to long-term response to 

COVID-19. WFP is continuing to work with government 

line ministries and humanitarian partners across the 

region to identify those people whose livelihoods have 

been most effected by the crisis and boost assistance in 

such cases. Iraq and Egypt COs are already planning for 

scale-up of assistance, and other countries are engaging 

in multi-partner efforts to conduct assessments on the 

socio-economic impacts of COVID-19 which will be used 

to inform near and mid-term responses. Key areas of 

support already identified include considerations 

related to shifting modalities, targeting of vulnerable 

groups, and ensuring a “do no harm” approach.  

• General food assistance (GFA) has been halted in 

several occasions to curb the spread of the pandemic by 

local officials but remains on-going across all COs. In 

Libya, GFA in Misrata has been put on hold as per the 

request of Ministry of Social Affairs given the spread of 

COVID-19 in the city. In response to this, WFP is 

coordinating with partners and local authorities to gain 

exceptional humanitarian permissions to continue the 

activity. In Syria, the CO is increasing frequency of GFA 

distribution days, with two distribution shifts happening 

a day.  

• Cash Based Transfers (CBT) remain a key assistance 

modality. Programmes in Algeria and Tunisia are 

considering using CBT to address additional needs that 

have occurred as a result of the crisis. However, across 

the region WFP is exploring measures to mitigate the 

market risks on CBT operations with alternative 

solutions such as in-kind food assistance being 

considered in Lebanon. Overall, Financial Service 

Providers (FSP) critical for the functioning of CBT 

transfer modality continue to be reliable. However only 

50% of FSPs can provide guarantees with liquidity 

planning. Countries affected include Algeria, Iran, Iraq, 

Jordan, Sudan, Syria and Yemen. Meanwhile some FSPs 

are working on contactless authentication options.  

• Social protection and safety nets continues to be an 

area in which WFP is receiving increasing requests for 

support from governments. Currently, WFP is providing 

technical assistance to 12 out of the 17 countries in the 

region (Armenia, Egypt, Sudan, Syria, Libya, Lebanon, 

Palestine, Jordan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Iraq and 

Tunisia) on adjusting social safety nets. In addition, WFP 

is engaging with governments on introducing and 

implementing new cash transfer programmes, 

assessing the impact of COVID-19 on vulnerable groups 

as well as providing policy advice on how to mitigate the 

socio-economic impacts of the crisis. A regional 

mapping of social protection measures has also been 

set up to help inform WFP’s programmatic responses, 

support to governments and engagement with partners. 

Supply Chain    

• Market prices continue to be negatively impacted, 

with significant price increases noted especially in Iraq 

over the last week. Similarly in Syria, prices of a number 

of household food commodities increased by 84% 

compared to last month and has resulted in the price of 

the WFP national average food basket increasing by 18% 

over the second half of March alone (since COVID-19 

lockdown regulations were announced in mid-March). 

WFP continues to monitor market prices on a weekly 

basis. 

• Export bans are multiplying, and WFP is working 

with authorities across the region to ensure 

continuity of the supply chain. Armenia has 

temporarily banned exports of key food commodities 

and Romania has banned all exports of wheat until mid-

May. WFP currently holds a contract with a Romanian 

supplier for 36,000 mt of wheat set to be delivered mid-

June. Jordan has stopped export and re-export of 

products from the country; however, WFP has requested 

a waiver for the exportation of 5,000 mt of wheat flour 

destined for Syria. WFP is working with the authorities to 

facilitate a faster turnover of the goods and potentially 

early release protocols, in Saudi Arabia (KSA) that has led 

to significant delays in exports of 3,000 mt of sugar and 

oil for Yemen.  

• Access restrictions, increased inspections and 

curfew pose a challenge. In Syria all airports are closed 

to both commercial and humanitarian cargo.  Arida and 

Jdeideh (Lebanon) and Naseeb (Jordan) border crossing 

are working with decreased capacity due to the curfews. 

Considering this and the time taken for cargo 

inspections, cargo crossing operations are now taking 

an extra two to five days. WFP is coordinating with the 

government authorities to ensure exemptions for WFP 

staff and service providers to avoid any further 

disruptions to the supply chain. 

 



 
 

Common Services 

• COs across the region are providing free-to-user, critical 

supply chain services to the international humanitarian 

and health community, adapting to the needs posed by 

the emergency. These services consist of: 1) strategic 

consolidation hubs and regional staging areas; 2) 

passenger, air and sea cargo transport to ensure the 

predictable and sustained movement of life-saving 

humanitarian and medical cargo and 3) medical 

evacuation services in seven regional hubs for UN, 
humanitarian and health partners.  

• COs are already receiving service provision requests 

from governments and partners, encompassing a 

range of services, including procurement of medical 

items (such as Armenia, Egypt, Iraq, Kyrgyzstan, Tunisia), 

in-country transport of medical items including 

hazardous materials and other non-food items (Egypt, 

Tajikistan), upstream supply chain services (Tajikistan), 

and establishment of medical treatment/isolation units 

(Sudan). 

Business Continuity, Employee  

Safety, Security & Travel  

• WFP’s MEDEVAC services continue to take shape.  The 

health and safety of staff working for cooperating 

partners are equally being considered.  Efforts to 

purchase additional Office Hygiene Items (OHI) are 

progressing. Despite an anticipated delay in several 

items reaching UNHRD’s Dubai hub, steps are being 

taken to reduce delivery times for priority items such as 

face masks by shipping directly from the manufacturer 

or suppliers to COs.  

• WFP continues to assess programme critically at CO 

level to ensure maximum safety and security for 

personnel while an engaging with the UN Inter-Agency 

Programme Criticality exercise (UN framework) is on-

going.  

Partnerships and Interagency Coordination 

• Inter-agency work has supported nutrition activities 

across the region with UN agencies and partners 

creating nutrition working groups in Algeria, Sudan, 

Syria and Yemen. These working groups have been a key 

forum in sharing nutrition guidelines on COVID-19. 

Gender considerations are being considered across 

agencies, WFP is working in partnership with FAO to 

develop tools and questionnaires to be used in 

assessing the impact of COVID-19 across activities.  

Contacts 

Operational Information Management Unit 

WFP Regional Bureau for Middle East, North Africa (MENA), 

Central Asia & Eastern Europe 

RBC_OIM@wfp.org 
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