
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
 

 
   
  
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
• IA mission identifies 5,900 

new refugees arrived in 

South Kordofan between July 

and September 2015. 

• Response is underway for 

the 36,984 people—verified 

by IOM—in need of aid in 

North Jebel Marra’s Fanga 

Suk area. 

• In East Darfur, aid 

organizations start to 

respond to the needs of an 

estimated 13,700 returnees 

to Labado village. 

• Qatar will contribute $70 

million to construct 10 model 

villages in Darfur in 2016. 

• In Central Darfur, CFSAM 

starts assessing the 2015 

crop production as well as 

food availability and livestock 

conditions in the state. 
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5,900 South Sudanese refugees newly arrived in 
South Kordofan  
Findings of an inter-agency mission to South Kordofan’s El Leri and Abu Jubaiha 
localities identified 5,900 South Sudanese refugees—4,000 in El Leri and 1,900 in Abu 
Jubaiha—who arrived in the state between July and September 2015. According to the 
UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR), there are now about 24,400 South Sudanese refugees in 
South Kordofan State. The 8 – 18 November mission, which did not take place earlier due 
to poor road conditions, was initiated following Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) 
reports of the arrival of a large number of refugees. Participating in the mission were 
representatives of five UN agencies, HAC, the Government’s Water and Sanitation 
Department (WES), and the international NGO Mercy Corps Scotland. 

Needs of all refugees in El Leri and Abu Jubaiha localities  
The most urgent needs for all refugees (newcomers and over 13,000 refugees that were 
already in these two localities) include the provision of adequate drinking water, 
sanitation, food and health services.  
In Darbeti camp, El Leri locality, water needs have reached critical levels. The existing 
water source can serve up to 5,000 people but with the new arrivals, it is now serving 
about 12,600 people. Some of the refugees have taken to drinking water from untreated 
water sources such as streams and dams. Short-term recommendations include 
chlorinating existing water sources and supplementing the water supply by trucking in 
water. Long-term recommendations include conducting studies to identify underground 
water to support the construction of boreholes in the camp area. Hygiene promotion 
activities, cleaning campaigns and the construction of latrines were also recommended to 
ensure good sanitation. 
The previously arrived refugees hosted the new refugees and shared their food rations 
which quickly depleted food stocks. Limited food supplies have forced the refugees to 
reduce their meals from two to one meal per day and to supplement food supplies by 
cooking wild grass and leaves. The World Food Programme (WFP) will distribute food to 
people in need with plans for the immediate distribution of food supplies. The last food 
distribution in this area was in October 2015. In Abu Jubaiha locality, there are sufficient 
food supplies in the markets, however, buying food is difficult for refugees as they have 
no money and have limited access to income generating activities.   
Not many livelihood opportunities are open to the refugee population, especially in El Leri 
locality where local communities depend on traditional gold mining. The situation is better 
in Abu Jubaiha locality, where most of the locals rely on agriculture for their livelihoods 
and refugees can find work as agricultural labourers. South Sudanese refugees also find 
work as food and tea makers in the market, as labourers in the mines, farms and houses, 
or collect charcoal and wood to sell. 
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Refugee family in El Leri, South Kordofan (SCS, file photo April 2014) 
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In El Leri locality the World Health Organization (WHO) supports health services in two 
locations. In Darbati there is one clinic where patients receive medical services, however, 
there is no laboratory available. Medical staff at the clinic include two medical assistants, 
one nurse and a midwife. The clinic provides about 80 consultations a day. Mobile clinics 
provide vaccination services in the area. In Abu Jubaiha locality, health clinics in the 
Sirajiya, Greid, and Gedied areas provide health assistance to the refugee population in 
the locality. The mission identified the need for doctors, medical equipment, the pre-
positioning of medicine for the rainy season months when the area become inaccessible 
due to poor road conditions, furniture and funds for recurring costs. Aid organizations are 
working on a response plan to assist both the new and old refugees in El Leri and Abu 
Jubaiha localities. 
Since fighting broke out in South Sudan in December 2013, South Sudanese refugees 
have fled to Sudan. According to UNHCR, 198,707 South Sudanese have arrived in 
Sudan as of 9 December 2015. Of these people, 124,290 people have received some 
form of humanitarian assistance.  

Assistance reaches 37,000 people in need in North 
Jebel Marra’s Fanga Suk area 
The International Organization 
for Migration (IOM) verified that 
36,984 people (8,992 families) 
are in need of assistance in 
North Jebel Marra’s Fanga Suk 
area. Initial findings of the 11 
November mission identified 
the main needs as food, 
emergency shelter and 
household supplies, water, 
sanitation, health, education 
and protection services. Plans 
are underway to conduct 
another mission for in-depth 
assessments across all 
sectors. 
Aid organizations have already 
started to respond to needs. So 
far in Fanga Suk, WFP—
through the Sudanese Red 
Crescent Society (SRCS)—has 
distributed three-months’ worth 
of half food rations (sorghum 
and pulses) to 17,875 people, and 3,218 children under 5 years received emergency 
blanket supplementary feeding. The UN Children’s Agency (UNICEF) has signed a 
memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the national NGO SAEKER to conduct child 
protection activities in the area. There are currently three staff from the Ministry of Social 
Affairs (MoSA) assessing child protection needs. With the support of UNICEF, WES has 
deployed a staff member to the area to work on water, sanitation and hygiene response 
and 17,000 people have received jerry cans, chlorine tablets and soap. Two water, 
sanitation and hygiene committees have been formed, one for the schools and one for 
the community. For sanitation response, there are no latrines in the area and the mission 
identified the need for 1,500 in Fanga Suk and 5,000 in surrounding villages. UNICEF 
and WES are currently developing a response plan to address these needs. 
There are six open wells in Fanga Suk, however, 11 hand pumps and one mini water 
yard are still needed to cover existing water shortages. Access to clean water is also a 
problem in the surrounding villages, but specific assessments have not yet been 

About 5,900 South 
Sudanese refugees 
arrived in South 
Kordofan between 
July and September 
2015 

IA mission identified 
the need for 1,500 
latrines in Fanga Suk 
and 5,000 in 
surrounding villages 

People collecting water from an open well in Fanga Suk village (UNAMID) 
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conducted. For health, WHO—in partnership with the State Ministry of Health (SMoH)—
plans to construct a health centre, which will be staffed by the SMoH. 

Response for 13,700 returnees starts in East 
Darfur’s Labado village  
Aid organizations in East 
Darfur have started 
responding to the needs 
of 13,700 people who 
returned to Labado 
village between 
September and 
November this year. A 
mission completed from 
26 - 29 November 
identified water, health, 
sanitation, and education 
services as the main 
needs. These people had 
been taking refuge near 
the African Union – 
United Nations Mission in 
Darfur (UNAMID) team 
site—2.5km away from the village—since April 2013 when fighting broke out between 
government forces and Sudan Liberation Army-Minni Minawi (SLA-MM) in Labado and 
Muhajeriya towns.  
In response, WHO and the SMoH sent sufficient medicine to the Labado clinic, which is 
expected to last until January 2016. These supplies included two basic health kits, one 
trauma kit and emergency medicine for children under 5 years. WHO will support the 
SMoH in training health staff that will be deployed to the clinic in the village. UNICEF has 
provided a midwifery kit, which contains basic drugs, medical supplies, medical 
equipment and basic sterilisation and resuscitation equipment to perform an average of 
50 normal deliveries. UNICEF and the SMoH will send a refrigerator for storing 
vaccines—to be set up at the UNAMID team site where there is electricity—to support 
vaccination activities at the clinic.  
The international NGO Tearfund asked WES in Nyala to send a technical team to test 
water quality and find locations for two additional boreholes in the village. WFP sent 
nutrition supplies to Tearfund to run a therapeutic supplementary feeding program (TSFP) 
clinic and the NGO has also trained 40 community volunteers in hygiene promotion who 
will be mobilised for hygiene activities.  
For sanitation assistance, Tearfund is expected to construct 485 latrines between 
December 2015 and January 2016 and UNICEF will assist in the construction of an 
additional 200.  
UNICEF will also be providing educational assistance including seating, student kits, and 
blackboards. Latrines in the two schools will also be built or rehabilitated.  

Qatar contributes $70 million for the building of 
model villages in Darfur in 2016 
Qatar has announced that they will continue to support people in need in Darfur by 
contributing an additional US$70 million to construct ten model villages (two for each 
state) in Darfur in 2016.   
On 8 December, the First Vice President of Sudan and the Vice Prime Minister of Qatar, 
accompanied by a large number of Qatari and Sudanese officials, opened a model village 

Temporary classroom in Labado camp (UNAMID, file photo 2013) 
 

Aid organizations in 
East Darfur have 
started responding to 
the needs of an 
estimated 13,700 
returnees to Labado 
village 

Qatar will contribute 
$70 million to 
construct 10 model 
villages in Darfur in 
2016 

http://www.unocha.org/


Sudan Humanitarian Bulletin |4 
 
 

 

www.unocha.org/sudan | www.unocha.org | ochasudan_feedback@un.org | Facebook: UNOCHASudan | Twitter: @UNOCHA_Sudan 
This report was prepared by the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs in collaboration with humanitarian partners. 

in the Tabit area located in North Darfur’s Tawila locality, approximately 60km west of El 
Fasher town. The model village project was sponsored by Qatar and implemented by 
Darfur Regional Authority (DRA) and the NGO Sheikh Thani bin Abdullah Foundation for 
Humanitarian Services (RAF). Each model village includes a clinic, two primary and two 
secondary schools (boys and girls), a mosque, a teachers’ residential quarters, a water 
source and a police station. All the facilities in the model villages run on solar power.  
Tabit is one of five model villages that have been built across Darfur—one village in each 
state—at a total cost of $31 million. According to the Chairman of the DRA, Qatar has so 
far spent $500 million in the construction of 315 projects—including schools, police 
stations and clinics—across Darfur.  

Qatar, Sudan and UNDP sign $88.5 million grant for Darfur’s development 
On 8 December, Qatar, Sudan and the UN Development Programme (UNDP) signed an 
agreement in that Qatar will donate $88.5 million—which Qatar had pledged in April 
2014—for the implementation of the six-year Darfur Development Strategy (DDS). The 
Darfur Development Strategy will focus on reconstruction, governance, justice and 
reconciliation, and economic recovery. UNDP has already received $10 million of this 
amount to start implementation of the priorities outlined in the strategy. The fund is set up 
to finance projects in the five states of Darfur, and is administered by UNDP. UNDP will 
start holding regular coordination meetings related to the implementation of the strategy. 

CFSAM assessment starts in Central Darfur 
On 7 December, the annual Crop and Food Supply Assessment Mission (CFSAM) 
started their assessment of the 2015 harvest and livestock conditions in Central Darfur 
(the South Darfur assessment is already complete and report pending). The mission 
includes representatives of the Ministry of Agriculture (MoA), the Ministry of Animal 
Resources (MoAR), HAC and WFP. Aid organizations are concerned that people living in 
Zalingei, Wadi Salih, Mukjar and Umm Dukhun localities may soon not have reliable 
access to food due to the poor rains and the long dry spell from late August to late 
September, caused by El Niño. As a result, these locations are likely to face a 20 to 40 
per cent decline in their harvest yields compared to the 2014 harvest. The locality with the 
best-expected harvest this year is Bindisi, with only a 10 per cent decrease in the harvest 
yield compared to 2014.  
As in South Darfur, there has also been an increase in the number of incidents between 
pastoralists and farmers, mainly over the grazing of animals on farmland. Due to poor 
pasture for grazing, pastoralists have started moving their herds into wadi (seasonal river) 
areas for grazing in November—which is earlier than usual. This early migration has led 
to conflict with farmers when livestock graze on crops.  

Blue Nile: child protection and nutrition services 
benefit 89,400 people  
The international NGO Save the Children Sweden (SCS) and the national NGO Alsalam 
Organization for Rehabilitation and Development (AORD) are implementing child 
protection and nutrition projects in six villages in Blue Nile’s El Roseires and Ed 
Damazine localities. The implementation of the projects started in November 2015. 
The projects—funded by the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) and the 
Common Humanitarian Fund (CHF)—target 74,516 people with nutrition services 
(including 33,573 children) and 14,900 people with protection services (including 6,300 
children). The aim of the projects is to reduce morbidity and mortality associated with 
malnutrition; save the lives of vulnerable people affected by conflict and disaster; reduce 
food insecurity and malnutrition to below emergency levels; and to improve child 
protection services, systems and practices among conflict-affected communities, 
including South Sudanese refugees. Many parts of Blue Nile State have been 
inaccessible to aid organizations putting many vulnerable people who need humanitarian 
assistance at risk.  
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