
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  

 
  
  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

• Some 700 South Sudanese 

who have been stranded in 

Khartoum since 2011 start 

their journey to Aweil, South 

Sudan. 

• HAC reports that thousands 

of Sudanese refugees in the 

border areas of Sudan and 

Ethiopia are expected to 

return to Blue Nile in 2014.   

• Continuing fighting between 

SAF and SPLM-N in parts of 

South Kordofan continues to 

affect civilians, with several 

people killed, injured and 

displaced over the past 

week. 

• In Sudan, according to a new 

UNICEF report, the births of 

59.3 per cent of all children 

under the age of five are 

registered.  

IDPs in Darfur – 
figures currently 
being reviewed 

 

Refugees in 
Sudan (UNHCR) 

156,000 

Sudanese 
refugees in 
Chad (UNHCR) 

346,000 

Sudanese 
refugees in 
South Sudan  & 
Ethiopia 
(UNHCR) 

232,000 
 

985 million 
requested (US$) 
 

541 million 
reported funding (US$) 
 

54.9%  
reported funding 

 

IOM convoy from Khartoum to S. Sudan P.1 

Some refugees return to Blue Nile P.2 

Importance of birth registration in Sudan P.3 

Cost of lack of water &sanitation P.4 

 

Convoy carrying 709 South Sudanese departs 
Khartoum for South Sudan 
On 15 December, a convoy carrying 709 people of South Sudanese origin – who had 
been stranded at open areas in Khartoum since 2011 – to Aweil in South Sudan departed 
Khartoum.  Prior to the departure, the returnees received vaccination against yellow fever 
and polio. The convoy was organised by the International Organization for Migration 
(IOM). The route for the convoy is Khartoum - Kosti – El Obeid - Dilling - Um Aadara - El-
Kharasana – Higlig.  
The convoy consists of 19 buses 
and 21 trucks (carrying the 
luggage of returnees). IOM 
indicated that the number of 
people travelling was lower than 
the 1,653 originally registered on 
8 December.  
While numerous families had 
registered to return, in many 
cases it was only the head of the 
family who was present as the 
rest of the family had left for 
South Sudan by their own means.  
The Government of Sudan’s 
Humanitarian Aid  
Commission (HAC) 
representatives expect that more 
people may join the convoy in 
Kosti. All the people travelling are 
from two open areas: Durooshab 
in Bahri locality and Haj Yousif in 
Sharg El Neel locality. 
Estimates on the number of 
people of South Sudanese origin 
remaining in Sudan vary from 
220,000 (Government of Sudan) 
to 350,000 (the UN Refuge 
Agency (UNHCR). According to 
IOM, between 2007 and 2012 1.8 
million South Sudanese returned to South Sudan.  
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Returnees to Geissan town, Blue Nile from Ethiopia (AORD) 
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Civilians affected by new fighting in S. Kordofan  
Shelling of Kadugli leaves three people injured 

The UN has been receiving reports of shelling in Kadugli, the provincial capital of South 
Kordofan State. On 16 December, one mortar shell landed about 500 metres from the UN 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) compound. No reports of civilian casualties or displacement 
have been received. This is the second incident of shelling in Kadugli over the past few 
days. On 14 January, three people were injured by mortar shells that hit the town. They 
were treated at the Kadugli hospital and discharged.  

Hundreds of people flee new fighting  
On 12 December, the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement - North (SPLM-N) reported 
that over 2,000 people were displaced from the villages of Jigeba, Torlet and Kuldang in 
the Kega-Alkhail area in South Kordofan following fighting between the Sudanese Armed 
Forces (SAF) and SPLM-N. SPLM-N estimated that another 1,400 people fled Kanga and 
Lima villages, seeking shelter in mountain caves in the area. SPLM-N said aerial 
bombardment by SAF resulted in the deaths of two civilians and a further eight injuries in 
SPLM-N areas. The UN does not have access to SPLM-N areas and is unable to verify 
these reports.  
Meanwhile, on 12 December Martin Mogwanja, UNICEF deputy executive director for 
operations, told reporters in Khartoum that the medical needs of 165,000 Sudanese 
children are being held "hostage" by the warring parties in South Kordofan and Blue Nile 
states. These children "are not accessing basic health services, including vaccination 
against measles and polio", Mr Mogwanja told the media. "It is not right for the different 
forces in conflict in those areas to hold these children as hostage, to hold their future as a 
hostage for the completion of a political process." 

Some refugees return to Blue Nile State 
On 7 December, an NGO 
working on tracking 
population movements in 
Blue Nile reported that 
some 1,000 people, 
mainly women and 
children, returned from the 
Girbanat and Abu Gaw 
areas in South Sudan to 
Bout town in Al Tadamon 
locality. However, it has 
been reported that these 
returns are not necessarily 
permanent. According to 
the NGO, they urgently 
need food, clean water 
and access to basic health 
services as well as 
assistance to return to their places of origin. 
Meanwhile, on 9 December the NGO reported that some 270 people, mainly women and 
children, were displaced from the Masfa, Steam and Bagis areas of Bau locality to Hai 
Eldreh, Hai Rah Balak, Madent Elsheed in Ed Damazin town. They moved due to 
insecurity, lack of food and prevalence of malaria in their area of origin. According to the 
NGO, the newly displaced people require food and shelter assistance. 

More refugee returns to Blue Nile expected in 2014 

HAC in Blue Nile State this week reported that thousands of people currently sheltering in 
the border areas of Sudan and Ethiopia are expected return to Blue Nile State in 2014. At 

Continuing fighting 
between SAF and 
SPLM-N in parts of 
South Kordofan 
continues to affect 
civilians, with several 
people killed, injured 
and displaced over 
the past week 

HAC reports that 
thousands of 
Sudanese refugees 
in the border areas 
of Sudan and 
Ethiopia are 
expected to return to 
Blue Nile in 2014 
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a meeting with UN agencies in the Blue Nile provincial capital Ed Damazine on 15 
December, HAC expressed willingness to share information on returns and internal 
displacement in Blue Nile State. HAC has also agreed to a proposal by the UN Office for 
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) to verify newly displaced people and 
returnees in Geissan, Kurmuk and Bau localities. It is anticipated that HAC, UN and its 
partner organisations will conduct four verification missions at the start of 2014. 
UNHCR estimates that there are some 2,600 people from Blue Nile living in border areas 
who are not willing to relocate to refugee camps in the Assosa region of Ethiopia either 
because they keep large heads of cattle or due to other reasons. According to UNHCR, 
there are also some 33,000 refugees from Blue Nile who have been arriving in camps in 
Ethiopia since September 2011. 

Birth registration in Sudan 
On 11 December, UNICEF released a new report showing that the births of nearly 230 
million children under-five have never been registered; approximately one in three of all 
children under-five around the world.  
The new report, Every Child’s Birth Right: Inequities and trends in birth registration, 
collects statistical analysis spanning 161 countries and presents the latest available 
country data and estimates on birth registration. According to the report, in Sudan the 
births of 59.3 per cent of all children under the age of five are registered. However, there 
are significant regional differecences. Northern State tops the list with 94.3 births of all 
children under five in the State registered, while West Darfur has the lowest rate – 23.3 
per cent.  
Children unregistered at birth or without identification documents are often excluded from 
accessing education, health care and social security. If children are separated from their 
families during natural disasters, conflicts or as a result of exploitation, reuniting them is 
made more difficult by the lack of official documentation. 

Percentage of birth registration for children under five years by state 
Source: UNICEF  

In Sudan, according 
to a new UNICEF 
report, the births of 
59.3 per cent of all 
children under the 
age of five are 
registered 
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Inter-tribal fighting on the border between West 
Kordofan and East Darfur 

A national NGO operating in Adila locality, East Darfur State said in a preliminary report 
that an estimated 1,500 people (some 300 families) have arrived in Sharif town following 
armed clashes between the Ma'aliya and Hamar tribes in West Kordofan near the border 
with East Darfur last week. Another estimated 600 people (120 families) from the Hamar 
tribe reportedly arrived in Abu Jabra town in East Darfur. Their exact needs are yet to be 
determined. According to reports received by the UN, on 5 December, fighting between 
the two tribes in the Um Deibut area in West Kordofan resulted in a total of 38 casualties.  

New report on water governance in the Arab world 

In late November, the UN Development Programme (UNDP) Regional Bureau of the Arab 
States issued a new report on water governance and water management in the Arab 
world. The report entitled “Water Governance in the Arab Region: Managing scarcity and 
securing the future” states that due to a lack of access to improved water sources and 
improved sanitation facilities, Sudan will have lost an amount equivalent to 2 per cent of 
its Gross Domestic Product – US$1.4 billion – between 2010 and 2020. According to the 
Sudan Household Survey (SHHS) 2010, the proportion of the population using improved 
sanitation and drinking water facilities is 27 and 60.5 per cent respectively.  
Based on a study in western Sudan, the report highlights that women are usually the last 
to migrate when drought strikes their lands. Men usually leave their lands first in search of 
work and income, leaving women and children behind. Women then shoulder the 
responsibility of managing the household’s dwindling resources. While disasters affect the 
whole community, it is often women who bear the brunt of their impact. Floods frequently 
claim far more female victims because the mobility of is restricted and they are not taught 
how to swim. 

Sudan will lose 
US$1.4 billion 
between 2010 and 
2020 due to a lack of 
access to improved 
drinking water and 
sanitation - UNDP 
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