
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  

 
  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

• Despite limited returns, more 

than 40,000 people of South 

Sudanese origin remain 

stranded in Sudan. 

• Some IDPs from Abu 

Kershola in South Kordofan 

visit their homes after the 

town is retaken by SAF.  

• The number of IDPs from the 

Abu Kershola area in South 

Kordofan has reached 

63,000 people. 

• Some IDPs who were 

previously sheltering near the 

UNAMID base outside of 

Muhajeria town in East 

Darfur have returned. 

IDPs in camps in 
Darfur receiving 
food aid (WFP) 

1,430,000 

Refugees in 
Sudan (UNHCR) 

159,000 

Sudanese 
refugees in 
Chad (UNHCR) 

330,000 

Sudanese 
refugees in 
South Sudan 
(UNHCR) 

190,800 
 

984 million 
requested (US$) 
 

313 million 
reported funding (US$) 
 

32%  
reported funding 
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Water provision in Darfur IDP camps P.4 

 
 

 

Thousands of South Sudanese remain stranded 
Despite the return this week of over 1,000 people of South Sudanese origin to South 
Sudan, about 40,000 people remain stranded in open areas in and around Khartoum, 
while a further 3,500 people have been stranded at Kosti railway station in White Nile 
State for more than 15 months. In April, the international NGO Fellowship for African 
Relief (FAR) started assisting people at Kosti railway station. According to FAR, these 
people do not have funding for their onward journey to South Sudan and have been living 
in poor conditions with very limited access to basic services. Furthermore, the authorities 
in White Nile State have told FAR that they will not have access to people at the railway 
station beyond 30 June.  
The International Organization for Migration (IOM) reports that 1,023 people of South 
Sudanese origin departed on 2 June in a convoy of 22 buses from Khartoum open areas 
and headed to Malakal in South Sudan. The convoy was funded by a private company 
called Sudanese Logistics. IOM was 
told that the final destination of the 
convoy is Malakal, but that some 
returness have reported that their final 
destination is Unity or other states in 
South Sudan. 
Meanwhile, unverified reports have 
been received of people of South 
Sudanese origin returning to South 
Sudan via South Kordofan. The 
returnees are reportedly travelling by 
bus from Khartoum to El Obeid in 
North Kordofan. From there, they 
reportedly hire private cars to take 
them to Muglad in South Kordofan, 
and then to Majok in South Sudan where a bus takes them to Wau and Aweil.   

South Sudanese in East Darfur need assistance 
According to local authorities in Ed Daein, East Darfur, some 127 South Sudanese 
women and children are currently taking refuge in a school building in Ed Daein town and 
in need of non-food relief supplies and family reunification services. They had been 
separated from their families during fighting between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) 
and South Sudan’s armed forces – the Sudan People's Liberation Army (SPLA) – in the 
Samaha border area (approximately 100km southeast of Ed Daein town) in 
January/February 2013. The women and children reportedly fled their homes around 
Timsaha village in Raga County in South Sudan and hid in the bushes. According to the 
UN Children’s Agency (UNICEF), there are 20 unaccompanied children in the group and 
some of the women have also been separated from their children. The Wali of East 
Darfur has called on the UN and the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) to 
provide support to these people.  
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IDPs visit Abu Kershola in South Kordofan after it 
is re-taken by SAF 

Fighting in South Kordofan continued over the reporting period. On 27 May, the 
Sudanese Minister of Defense announced that SAF re-took control of the Abu Kershola 
area from the Sudan Revolutionary Front (SRF), a coalition of armed opposition 
movements including the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-North (SPLM-N). Abu 
Kershola had been under 
SRF control since late 
April when SRF forces 
attacked the area and Um 
Ruwaba town in 
neighbouring North 
Kordofan. Following the 
continued fighting, 
thousands of people fled 
their homes and sought 
shelter in various locations 
in North and South 
Kordofan as well as the 
capital Khartoum.  
HAC reported on 1 June 
that as of 30 May the 
number of displaced 
people from Abu Kershola 
and surrounding villages 
currently sheltering in 
various locations in North 
Kordofan has increased 
from 34,000 to over 
44,000. In Um Berimbita, Tandik (Rashad locality) and Dibeakir (Al Qoz locality), over 
10,000 IDPs are taking refuge, according to the authorities and national NGOs. Some 
8,000 people displaced by the conflict in Abu Kershola have moved to Khartoum, 
according to HAC. This brings the total number of IDPs displaced by the fighting in Abu 
Kershola and surrounding villages to around 63,000.  
The international NGO Save the Children Sweden (SC-S) has supported the rehabilitation 
of four hand pumps to provide access to clean water for an estimated 2,000 people in 
Dibeakir, including IDPs from Abu Kershola. In El Rahad, North Kordofan, SC-S 
completed the construction of truck filling points to improve water supply and water quality 
monitoring for more than 18,000 people, including IDPs from Abu Kershola. 

HAC rapid assessment in Abu Kershola  
Between 30 and 31 May HAC, the Government’s Water and Environmental Sanitation 
Department (WES), the Sudanese Red Crescent Society (SRCS) and the national NGO 
Mubadiroon carried out a rapid assessment in Abu Kershola. The assessment found that 
the security situation remains fragile, including on the road between El Rahad and Abu 
Kershola. There have been no organised return movements so far. However, some 
families have sent one or two family members to check their houses and to collect any 
remaining belongings. HAC estimates that up to 27,000 people may return when the 
secuirty situation allows. The team identified urgent needs in health, water and sanitaion, 
livelihoods, education and shelter in potential return areas.  

Some 2,000 new IDPs from Dandur receive food aid in Kadugli locality  
The World Food Programme (WFP), in collaboration with SRCS, started distributing food 
aid to some 2,000 people in Kadugli locality, South Kordofan. These people were 
displaced from the Dandur area (about 45km northeast of Kadugli town) following conflict 
between SAF and SPLM-N forces that started in mid-April and displaced some 17,000 

HAC reports that an 
estimated 27,000 
people may start 
returning to Abu 
Kershola when the 
security situation 
allows 

According to HAC, 
the number of IDPs 
from the Abu 
Kershola area has 
reached 63,000 
people 
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people, according to a joint assessment by HAC, SRCS and IOM. According to media 
reports, fighting in the area still continues and on 26 May, there were clashes between 
SPLM-N forces and SAF in the Dandur area. No reports of displacement from this new 
wave of fighting have been received by the UN.  

East Darfur: Muhajeria & Labado IDPs need help 
Thousands of people displaced from their homes in Muhajeria and Labado towns in East 
Darfur following fighting between the SAF and the Sudan Liberation Army – Minni Minawi 
(SLA-MM) that started in early April require humanitarian aid. While an estimated 2,000 to 
3,000 people have reportedly returned to Muhajeria, the majority of the 61,000 people 
who fled Muhajeria and Labado remain displaced, according to humanitarian agencies.  

Up to 3,000 displaced people return to Muhajeria 

Community leaders of people displaced from Muhajeria report that up to 3,000 people 
have returned to Muhajeria town and are in urgent need of food, health services and 
livelihood assistance. Labado town remains empty and there are some 14,000 people still 
taking refuge around the African Union – United Nations Mission in Darfur (UNAMID) 
team site in the area, according to the national NGO Sudanese Popular Committee for 
Relief (SPCR). These people will receive 15-day food rations from WFP to be distributed 
by SPCR and are receiving some health services from UNAMID.  However, the national 
NGO MUSCO reports that more health assistance is needed. 
Some 6,000 people from Muhajeria displaced in Selea, Yassin and Abu Hadid towns are 
in need of humanitarian assistance, according to HAC. An inter-agency mission from Ed 
Daein has not been able to go to the area as UNAMID in East Darfur has been unable to 
provide escorts for humanitarian organisations since mid-February 2013.      

New IDPs in El Neem camp urged to return or resettle in Ed Daein 

According to community leaders in El Neem camp, people displaced from Muhajeria 
sheltering in the camp have been advised by the Governor of East Darfur State to either 
return to their homes in Muhajeria town or to integrate into Ed Daein town by applying for 
residential plots of land. The temporary health post set up to assist these displaced 
people has a shortage of drugs, according to the State Ministry of Health. The post 
serves an average of 25 people a day, mainly children but is running short of nutritional 
supplies, including BP5 nutritional supplements and Plumpy’nut. 

UNHCR: 3,500 Darfuri refugees in CAR 

On 31 May, the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) reported that it had established contact 
with some 3,500 Sudanese 
refugees who fled to north-east 
Central African Republic (CAR) 
following inter-tribal conflict in 
Umm Dukhun locality in Central 
Darfur State  two months ago. The 
refugees told UNHCR their villages 
in Abugaradil area in Umm 
Dukhun locality had been torched 
during the clashes in March and 
many people killed. Some families 
were also separated during the 
confusion. 
Staff from UNHCR who went to 
Birao said the new arrivals were 
living in extremely precarious conditions. Health and sanitation are a concern, although 
few health services are available. UNHCR and the WFP are planning distributions of food 
(for three months) and non-food aid, but security remains an issue. 

An estimated 2,000 
to 3,000 people have 
reportedly returned 
to Muhajeria, but the 
majority of the 
61,000 people who 
fled Muhajeria and 
Labado remain 
displaced. 

UNHCR staff meet the Sudanese refugees in Birao (UNHCR) 
 

UNHCR reports 
there are some 
3,500 Sudanese 
refugees in CAR 
who fled inter-tribal 
conflict in Umm 
Dukhun, Central 
Darfur State,  two 
months ago 
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Inter-tribal fighting resumes in Central Darfur 

Humanitarian organisations in Um Dukhun, Central Darfur reported a new round of inter-
tribal conflict between the Salamat and Misseriya tribes in villages south of Um Dukhun 
town, on 27 May. The situation in the area is tense and there have been reports of both 
tribes mobilising their tribesmen. This new wave of fighting has derailed the peace 
agreement signed by the two tribes in May. IOM has received reports of over 3,700 newly 
displaced people as a result of this fighting and will verify this group soon. The last time 
these two tribes clashed in early April, some 4,000 people fled their homes to various 
locations in Um Dukhun, while thousands of other fled to Chad, according to UNHCR. 

West Darfur: Update on water provision in camps  
 In the OCHA Sudan Humanitarian Bulletin for the period 13 to 19 May 2013 there was an 
update on an “inter-agency facility mapping initiative” in nine IDP camps in and around 
Geneina city in West Darfur. The update mentioned that large numbers of hand pumps in 
nine IDP camps in West Darfur were not functioning and that many IDPs in these camps 
do not have access to household or communal latrines.  
On 29 May, a follow-up joint verification assessment was conducted by UNICEF, WES, 
the Public Water Corporation, Islamic Relief, Triangle Generation Humanitaire (TGH), 
community leaders and OCHA.  The assessment found that levels of water provision are 
sufficient in four out of nine camps. According to WES and UNICEF in West Darfur, 
despite broken hand pumps in some IDP camps, sufficient water is available thanks to 
the large water yards that contribute to levels of water provision well above average the 
internationally accepted Sphere Standards. The water yards in Dorti, Riad and Kerinding 
1 camps have an average water output of 19.5, 17.3 and 24.6 litres per person per day 
respectively. The Sphere Standards recommendation is 15 litres per person per day. 
Gaps exist in water provision in the remaining camps and the situation still needs to be 
improved. UNICEF along with government and NGO partners continue to respond to the 
situation. 
Overall, of 126 boreholes 
drilled in the nine camps, 36 
have been decommissioned 
due to water quality problems 
and 90 have hand pumps 
installed of which 56 are 
working and 34 need repair. 
UNICEF and WES have 
already started a rapid 
response mechanism on 
repairing the hand pumps. 
Many IDPs have been living 
in these camps for almost 
seven years and the 
Water/Sanitation/Hygiene 
Sector is working on an exit 
strategy to handover 
operation and maintenance 
to the communities to reduce 
dependency on aid.  

A TGH worker checking the quality of water in the hand pump (UNICEF) 
 

UNICEF joint 
verification 
assessment finds 
water provision 
sufficient in four of 
nine IDP camps in El 
Geneina 
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