
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  

 
  
  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 
• Since the beginning of the 

year, 215,000 people have 

been displaced in Darfur. 

While some people returned 

to their places of origin, as of 

24 March the number of 

newly displaced people 

stands at 196,000. 

• Fighting in different parts of 

North Darfur has led to a 

massive civilian 

displacement to different 

locations in North Darfur and 

West Kordofan. 

• An estimated 4,000 

displaced people have 

arrived in Um Tajouk in West 

Darfur from North Darfur’s 

Saraf Omra locality, 

according to findings from an 

inter-agency mission.  

• UNHCR reported that the 

number of people from South 

Sudan seeking shelter in 

Sudan reached almost 

59,000 by 23 March. 

FIGURES 
IDPs in Darfur – 
figures are 
fluctuating and 
are being 
reviewed 

 

Refugees in 
Sudan (UNHCR) 

157,000 

Sudanese 
refugees in 
Chad (UNHCR) 

353,000 

Sudanese 
refugees in 
South Sudan  & 
Ethiopia 
(UNHCR) 

238,000 
 

FUNDING 

995 million 
requested in 2014 (US$) 
 

 

5.5 % 
reported funding 
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Conflict and displacement increasing in Darfur 
Increasing violence across Darfur has generated enormous humanitarian needs since 
early 2014. Hostilities and violence involving Government forces supported by the Rapid 
Support Force, a Government-affiliated militia, and armed movements in Darfur have 
expanded. The conflict is now being generalised across much of North and South Darfur, 
with limited spillover effects to Central, West and East Darfur states. The exact number of 
people displaced and affected is yet to be determined, as new reports of civilian 
displacements continue to be received.  
On 23 March, the United Nations Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator in Sudan, Mr. 
Ali Al-Za’tari, expressed his deep concern at increasing violence in Darfur. “Civilians are 
those most deeply affected by renewed hostilities in Darfur”, said Mr. Al-Za’tari.  
“Insecurity and other impediments have prevented aid agencies from reaching many 
affected people in active conflict areas, but we do know that many people are suffering. 
The scale of this new displacement is also stretching the ability of aid agencies, national 
and international, to deliver basic services to those in need, especially in Darfur’s camps 
where there is already a shortage of capacity amongst aid agencies,” he said. 
Armed clashes between Government security forces and armed movements were 
reported in a number of locations in North, South and Central Darfur over the past week. 
As of 24 March, the number of newly displaced people across Darfur since early 2014 is 
estimated to be some 196,600 people. These newly displaced people require a full range 

Civilian displacement in Darfur since early 2014 

Crisis Displaced to People 
displaced 

Date of 
crisis 

Inter-tribal fighting South Darfur, East Darfur 9,560 February 

Um Gunya crisis (South Darfur) South Darfur, East Darfur 68,211 February 

El Taweisha crisis (North Darfur) North Darfur, East Darfur, West 
Kordofan 

81,758 March 

Saraf Omra (North Darfur) North Darfur, West Darfur, Central 
Darfur 

11,641 March 

Harassment (North Darfur) North Darfur 21,450 March 

Khor Abeche (South Darfur) South Darfur 4,000 March 

Total  196,620  
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A newly displaced family in Kalma camp, South Darfur (UNAMID) 
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of humanitarian aid and support, including protection. Over 106,000 people have received 
some form of assistance, including food and emergency shelter and essential household 
supplies. Lack of access is the major challenge preventing aid agencies from assessing 
the needs and delivering vital emergency aid, including protection. In eastern North 
Darfur, only 5 per cent of the affected people have been reached with some form of 
assistance, while in Saraf Omra 84 per cent of affected people received assistance.  
This new wave of displacement comes at a time when humanitarian funding in Sudan, 
including Darfur, is at its lowest. Of the US$995 million requested for Sudan operations in 
2014 humanitarian organisations have so far received 5.5 per cent, while needs are 
increasing against the backdrop of almost 200,000 people newly displaced in Darfur and 
the influx of more than 58,000 South Sudanese into Sudan. 

People displaced from El Taweisha, Al Lait and Hashaba in North Darfur 
Fighting between 
Government security forces 
and an armed movement 
has caused significant 
insecurity in many parts of 
North Darfur, including El 
Taweisha, Al Lait and 
Hashaba, and has led to 
massive civilian 
displacement to other areas 
of North Darfur and West 
Kordofan.   
An estimated 2,300 people 
fled their homes in Usban 
village, El Taweisha locality, 
and took refuge in El Neem 
camp for internally displaced 
persons (IDPs) in Ed Daein, 
East Darfur, according to 
findings of an inter-agency 
mission conducted on 19 March. These people are in urgent need of emergency shelter 
and household items. According to statements given by those arriving in the camp, their 
village was partially burnt down and all of the 5,000 inhabitants had fled to either El Neem 
IDP camp or to other locations north of the village. In El Neem IDP camp, limited space 
has forced new arrivals to seek shelter with relatives who are already living in the camp. 
The increasing number of people arriving at the camp is straining existing services. 
Humanitarian agencies have expressed concern at the poor sanitation conditions and the 
rising risk of water borne disease in the camp. The two health centres in the camp have 
an inconsistent supply of medicine due to insecurity along the Nyala – Ed Daein road 
disrupting supply routes, according to an employee of the Ministry of Health. The 10 
primary schools are currently at full capacity. Additional classrooms and educational 
material will be needed to cope with the large numbers of new arrivals.  
In West Kordofan, over 2,000 displaced people have arrived in Ghubaysh locality from El 
Taweisha and El Lait localities in North Darfur. The Government of Sudan’s Humanitarian 
Aid Commission (HAC) has dispatched trucks of emergency supplies from Khartoum. 
These trucks are expected to reach the area later in the week.        
In addition, according to humanitarian actors and local community leaders, over the past 
week an estimated 7,300 newly displaced people have sought shelter in Zamzam, El 
Serief and Nifasha IDP camps in North Darfur. These people arrived from various 
locations in Darfur, including from villages that were reportedly burnt down, according to 
reports from community leaders. 

Some 4,000 people displaced from Saraf Omra to Um Tajouk, West Darfur 
An estimated 4,000 displaced people have arrived in the Um Tajouk area in West Darfur 
from North Darfur’s Saraf Omra locality, according to findings from an inter-agency 

Fighting between 
Government security 
forces and an armed 
movement in 
different parts in 
North Darfur has led 
to a massive civilian 
displacement to 
different locations in 
North Darfur and 
West Kordofan 
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mission to the area that took place on 16 March. These displaced people are in need of 
emergency shelter and household supplies, food, water, health and hygiene assistance. 
Humanitarian actors are still waiting for approval from the authorities to conduct a needs-
assessment mission to Sanidadi and Hashaba. Humanitarian organisations are ready to 
assist some 5,000 people displaced in Central Darfur’s Fasi village, Zalingei locality, 
where needs assessment were carried out on 13 March. According to HAC, however, 
assistance can only begin once the Government has addressed the fluid security situation 
in the area. 

Some 5,000 people at UNAMID bases in Korma, 
North Darfur and Khor Abeche, South Darfur 
According to African 
Union-United Nations 
Mission in Darfur 
(UNAMID), an estimated 
1,000 people have taken 
refuge at UNAMID’s 
Korma team site in North 
Darfur following a violent 
attack by an armed group 
on Kobe town 
(approximately 21km 
north of the team site) 
and neighbouring villages 
on 21 March. One civilian 
was reportedly killed and 
homes were looted and 
burnt down. UNAMID has 
deployed additional peacekeepers to help protect the newly displaced people at the 
Korma team site.  
A similar violent attack took place on 22 March in Khor Abeche IDP camp, where an 
estimated 4,000 people fled the camp and sought refuge at the UNAMID team site in 
Khor Abeche, according to the World Food Programme (WFP). One displaced person 
was reportedly killed and homes were looted and burned down. UNAMID is assisting 
humanitarian actors in Nyala to provide emergency assistance to people in need at both 
team sites, including shelter and water supplies. According to some community leaders, 
some people have started to return to Khor Abeche camp, however the general security 
situation in and around Khor Abeche reportedly remains tense. On 24 March, a WFP 
truck – escorted by UNAMID – delivered 18 metric tons (MT) of food and 150 cartons of 
UNICEF’s nutritional supplements to Khor Abeche. 

People flee fighting in Eastern Jebel Marra  
According to reports received by the UN, a large number of people fled their homes 
following clashes between Government forces and the Sudan Liberation Army/Abdul 
Wahid (SLA/AW) on 17 March in the Fanga Suk area of Rokero locality (approximately 
75km east northeast of Nertiti town, Central Darfur). There are also unconfirmed reports 
that the Fanga Suk market was looted and some shops were burnt down during the 
clashes. The total number of civilian casualties and people displaced is yet to be 
determined, but up to 3,250 people from this area have arrived in North Darfur’s Tawila 
town, according to the local authorities.  
Fighting in December 2012 between Government forces and an armed group took place 
in Jebel Marra’s Golo and Guldo towns and displaced over 30,000 people, according to 
HAC and local sources. For the last two years Rokero locality and a large part of Nertiti 
locality, Central Darfur, have remained inaccessible to humanitarian organisations due to 
Government restrictions. 

Part of Kalma IDP camp in South Darfur hosting newly displaced people (UNAMID) 

An estimated 4,000 
displaced people 
have arrived in the 
Um Tajouk area in 
West Darfur from 
North Darfur’s Saraf 
Omra locality, 
according to findings 
from an inter-agency 
mission 

Up to 3,250 people 
from Jebel Marra’s 
Rokero locality, 
Central Darfur, have 
arrived in North 
Darfur’s Tawila town, 
according to the 
local authorities 
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People continue to arrive from South Sudan  
The UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) reported that the number of people from South Sudan 
seeking shelter in Sudan reached almost 59,000 by 23 March. This is an increase of 
some 15,000 people from the earlier figure of an estimated 44,000 people. This increase 
is attributed to over 12,000 people who reportedly had arrived in Khartoum State and had 
not been previously registered. Joint efforts by the Government, UNHCR and partner 
organisations are underway to verify these figures and to ensure that this new number 
concerns new arrivals. Overall, people from South Sudan continue to cross into Sudan at 
the rate of approximately 300 individuals per day, with a notable influx in El Liri in South 
Kordofan’s Talodi locality over the past week, UNHCR said. HAC reported that, by 17 
March, some 5,100 people from South Sudan had arrived in El Liri. According to reports, 
the physical condition of people arriving in El Liri is particularly dire, with the population in 
desperate need of assistance. An inter-agency needs assessment mission to Abu 
Jubeiha and El Liri is planned for next week. 
HAC has also reported that between 5,000 to 10,000 people from South Sudan had 
arrived in the Debab locality in West Kordofan in Sudan. 
UNHCR says that more people are likely to cross the border into Sudan from South 
Sudan in the second half of the year due to the near total disruption of the planting 
season in that country.  
Meanwhile, aid agencies continue to provide humanitarian assistance to people who 
arrived from South Sudan and by 21 March, some 29,200 people had received food aid 
and other assistance.  

Call to remove armed elements from Abyei 
The UN Interim Security Force for Abyei (UNISFA) is reportedly concerned by the 
presence of about 450 suspected members of South Sudanese security forces and the 
movement of up to 5,000 armed militia from Sudan inside the Abyei area. The southward 
movement of livestock for water and grazing by Misseriya nomads is reportedly making 
the overall security situation in Abyei more unpredictable. On 12 March, members of the 
United Nations Security Council reiterated their grave concern about the highly volatile 
security and humanitarian situation in the Abyei area and condemned recent clashes 
between armed elements resulting in civilian casualties and displacement. The members 
of the Security Council demanded that South Sudan immediately withdraw numerous 
Government security forces in the Abyei area and that Sudan immediately withdraw the 
oil police from Diffra.   
The May 2011 crisis in Abyei resulted in 105,000 people displaced. Approximately 35,000 
people returned to their areas of origin within weeks, mainly in and around Agok and in 
areas along the Bahr el Arab/Kiir River. The return of displaced people during 2012 and 
2013 dry seasons had been relatively slow but constant. Based on WFP food assistance 
figures as of February 2014, approximately 81,000 people receive food assistance in the 
Abyei area, including in Agok and in populated areas south and north of the Bahr el 
Arab/Kiir River. UN and partners in Abyei estimate that out of the 81,000 persons in the 
Abyei box, 61,000 have permanently returned to their areas of origin and approximately 
20,000 are still displaced within the Abyei area, mainly in the area south of the Bahr el 
Arab/Kiir River. Additionally, approximately 24,000 people are estimated to be displaced 
in adjacent parts of South Sudan. 

UNHCR reported 
that the number of 
people from South 
Sudan seeking 
shelter in Sudan 
reached almost 
59,000 by 23 March 
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