
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

• Sudan and South Sudan sign 

an agreement to pull forces 

10km away from the border, 

paving the way for the 

implementation of previously 

signed agreements.  

• The situation in the Jebel 

Amir gold mining area in 

North Darfur is reported to be 

stabilizing and access is 

improving. 

• According to a new report, 

almost 4.3 million Sudanese 

people are experiencing 

Crisis and Emergency levels 

of food insecurity. 

 

IDPs in camps in 
Darfur receiving 
food aid (WFP) 
 

1,430,000 

Refugees in 
Sudan (UNHCR) 
 

142,000 

Sudanese 
refugees from 
Blue Nile and 
South Kordofan 
in South Sudan 
(UNHCR) 
 

186,000 

Sudanese 
refugees from 
Blue Nile in 
Ethiopia 
(UNHCR) 
 

29,000 
 

1 billion 
requested (US$) 

 
 
 

Sudan and South Sudan strike a deal P.1 

Aid to people displaced from Jebel Amir P.2 

Some 3,000 refugees return to Blue Nile P.3 

New report on food insecurity in Sudan P.4 

 
 

Sudan and South Sudan agree to withdraw 
troops from border zone 
On 8 March in Addis Ababa, the Ministers of Defence of Sudan and South Sudan signed 
an agreement, under the auspices of the African Union High Level Implementation Panel, 
on the Implementation Modalities for Security Arrangements between the two countries. 
The agreement consists of a detailed plan and timetable for the full implementation of all 
elements of security agreements signed previously by the two countries and commits 
them to a set of actions beginning on 10 March.  
This includes unconditional withdrawal of all forces to their side of the Safe Demilitarised 
Border Zone (SDBZ) and the deployment of the Joint Border Verification and Monitoring 
Mechanism (JBVMM), with logistical support and protection provided by the United 
Nations Interim Security Force for Abyei (UNISFA). According to the African Union (AU), 
the Governments of Sudan and South Sudan have committed to implement these steps 
in an unconditional and coordinated manner. 
The Chairperson of the AU Commission said in a statement issued on 9 March that the 
signing of the Agreement removes the sole remaining obstacle to the full implementation 
of the nine agreements signed by the Presidents of Sudan and South Sudan in 
September 2012. The next meeting between the parties under the auspices of the Joint 
Political and Security Mechanism (JPSM) is scheduled for 17 March 2013 to review 
progress in the implementation of the agreement, including mechanisms for receiving 
concerns and complaints.  
The signing of the latest agreement is an important development for the plight of 
thousands of pastoralists who have been unable recently to move with their livestock to 
South Sudan as part of their seasonal migration in search of pasture and water. It is also 
important for thousands of 
people of South Sudanese 
origin in Sudan and of 
Sudanese origin in South 
Sudan in terms of the 
implementation of the 
“Four Freedoms 
Agreements” signed in 
September between the 
two countries. The latest 
agreement is also likely to 
pave the way for the 
resumption of oil flows 
from South Sudan via 
Sudan allowing both 
countries to earn much 
needed hard currency 
revenues. 
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Displaced people in El Sireaf (UN) 
 

 
In a statement on 9 March, the Chairperson of the AU Commission called on the Parties 
“to continue to show the exemplary commitment that has made this agreement possible” 
and said that she “looks forward to the successful holding of the planned talks between 
the Government of Sudan and the SPLM-North, aimed at addressing the humanitarian 
situation and seeking a resolution to the conflict in Southern Kordofan and Blue Nile 
states”.  

More aid reaches Jebel Amir, North Darfur 
The situation in the Jebel Amir gold mining area in North Darfur is reported to be 
stabilising following a reconciliation meeting between the Beni Hussein and Northern 
Rezeigat tribes last week. According to the El Sireaf locality Commissioner, the road from 
Saraf Omra to El Sireaf town is open and commercial vehicles are moving between the 
two towns with government security escorts. The Commissioner also reported that 
livestock grazing has expanded up to eight kilometres outside El Sireaf town. This and 
the return of humanitarian personnel from the Government’s Water and Environmental 
Sanitation Department (WES), and other national partners to El Sireaf are signs of 
improved security in the area.  

Meanwhile, the construction of a temporary operating base (TOB) by the United Nations – 
African Union Mission in Darfur (UNAMID) is underway in El Sireaf. The TOB will 
enhance the protection of displaced civilians and facilitate the implementation of 
humanitarian activities in El Sireaf. Currently, road access to El Sireaf is through Saraf 
Omra - a return journey of more than six hours. The establishment of a planned 
humanitarian hub in El Sireaf will reduce the time spent by humanitarian personnel 
travelling to El Sireaf as well as their exposure to road insecurity. 

Humanitarian response continues in El Sireaf  
Humanitarian assistance 
to displaced people in El 
Sireaf is continuing. On 8 
March, the UN Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF) began a 
10-day water tanking 
operation to supply some 
10,000 people in El Sireaf 
town with 60 cubic 
metres of safe water per 
day. This activity became 
necessary as a drilling rig 
was not able to reach El 
Sireaf due to security 
concerns.  
The drilling rig needs to 
be brought from Garrah 
Az Zawia to El Sireaf for the completion of five  boreholes and the rehabilitation of a water 
yard and rehabilitation of eight hand pumps. These activities had been suspended due to 
renewed violence and the evacuation of humanitarian personnel in February. The El 
Sireaf Commissioner has reported that displaced people in El Sireaf continue to need 
more food assistance, non-food relief supplies and medicines. In addition, the 
Commissioner called for more support to increase the implementation capacity of national 
NGOs on the ground.  

Food distribution to 7,200 people in Kebkabiya 
On 9 March, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and the Sudanese 
Red Crescent Society (SRCS) started the distribution of one-month food rations and 
essential household items to over 7,200 people in Kebkabiya, North Darfur.  

The situation in the 
Jebel Amir gold 
mining area in North 
Darfur is reported to 
be stabilising after 
the Beni Hussein 
and Northern 
Rezeigat tribes 
signed a peace 
agreement last week 

Distribution of one-
month food rations 
and essential items 
to over 7,200 people 
in Kebkabiya, North 
Darfur 
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Emergency shelter material for new IDPs in Darfur (UNHCR ES/NFI) 
 

According to the ICRC, affected people continue to face food shortages and also require 
other forms of humanitarian aid. After the distributions in Kebkabiya are completed, ICRC 
reports that attention will be turned to people in Garrah Az Zawia and El Sireaf. 
Since the beginning of the year, the ICRC has repaired 30 hand pumps and installed six 
bladder tanks in Saraf Omrah and El Sireaf. Altogether, over 20,000 people have 
benefited from this first phase of the operation. 

Aid reaches displaced people from Jebel Amir and Jebel Marra in Darfur 

The UN Refugee Agency’s (UNHCR) 
Emergency Shelter and Non-Food 
Items (ES/NFI) Project reported in its 
January-February 2013 update that 
some 68,600 people who had been 
displaced by inter-tribal fighting in 
Jebel Amir area in North Darfur 
received emergency shelter and non-
food relief aid. Some 550 people who 
fled from Jebel Amir and arrived in 
Nertiti IDP camp in Central Darfur and 
some villages near Zalingei have also 
received non-food relief supplies. 

In addition, some 14,000 people who 
had been displaced by fighting 
between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and  an armed movement in the Jebel Marra 
region in January and February 2013 have also received non-food relief aid provided by 
the UNHCR project.  

Clean water for 83,000 people in S. Kordofan  

In Government-controlled areas of South Kordofan, WES has reported that 83,000 
people have been provided with access to clean drinking water through the installation of 
two hand pumps in Abu Jubeiha locality and the construction of two water yards in Al 
Sunut locality. Support for these activities was provided by UNICEF, the SRCS, two 
national NGOs (SOS Sahel and Friends of Peace), two international NGOs (Save the 
Children Sweden and Norwegian Church Aid), and the US Agency for International 
Development (USAID).  

Meanwhile, humanitarian organizations continue to express concern about the plight of 
civilians in SPLM-N areas that are not accessible from within Sudan. According to reports 
received by the UN, civilians in these areas are continuing to flee their homes and those 
who remain there continue to suffer from high levels of food insecurity and lack of 
adequate health, education and other basic facilities.  

3,000 refugees return to Blue Nile from Ethiopia 

On 20 and 21 February UNHCR, the Commissioner of Refugees, and the Government’s 
Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) carried out a mission to Geissan locality to verify 
the number of returnees from Ethiopia.  Following this, UNHCR provided non-food relief 
items to 5,000 people through its local partner, the Alsalam Organisation for Relief and 
Development (AORD).  

According to UNHCR in Ethiopia, verification was completed in January 2013 in Sherkole, 
Tongo and Bambasi camps. As of 7 March 2013, the number of Sudanese refugees from 
Blue Nile in camps in Ethiopia stands at some 29,000 people with some 3,000 additional 
refugees living outside the camp.  

UNHCR reports that 
some 83,000 
conflict-affected 
people in Darfur 
received emergency 
shelter and NFI 
assistance in 
January and 
February 2013 

Some 3,000 
Sudanese refugees 
who recently 
returned to Blue Nile 
from Ethiopia require 
NFI assistance, 
according to UNHCR 
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Meanwhile, the Deputy Governor of Blue Nile State told the media on 9 March that there 
were no displaced people in the areas south of Kurmuk. He added that UN reports about 
the presence of people displaced by military operations are incorrect.  

Almost 4.3 million Sudanese face Crisis and 
Emergency levels of food insecurity 

According to the most recent Acute Food Insecurity Situation Overview produced by the 
Government’s Food Security Technical Secretariat (FSTS) covering the period from 
February to April 2013, almost 4.3 million Sudanese are experiencing Crisis (Phase 3) 
and Emergency (Phase 4) levels of food insecurity. This is based on the Integrated Food 
Security Phase Classification (IPC) classification and includes some 3.7 million people 
experiencing Crisis levels of food insecurity and another 560,000 people experiencing 
Emergency levels of food insecurity. Insufficient data means that no assessment was 
possible for South Kordofan. 

Number of people facing Phase 3 and 4 levels of food insecurity 

States Total 
population 

   
Phase 3 Phase 4 Phase 3 or more 

population 

 

 

population 

 

 

population 

 

 

N. Kordofan 3098875 371865 12     371865 12 

S. Kordofan - - - - - - - 

White Nile 1936609 251759.2 13 160445 8 412204.17 21 

Blue Nile 988901 217558.22 22 29667.03 3 217558 22 

S. Darfur 2876875 489080 17 230150 8 719230 25 

N. Darfur 1666838 500051.4 30     500051.4 30 

W. Darfur 1060583 249028 23     249028 23 

C Darfur 829265 281950.1 34     281950.1 34 

E Darfur 996218 172415.9 17 76830 8 249245.9 25 

Kassala 1792925 530266 30     530266 30 

Red Sea 1396114 387667 28 83138 6 470805 34 

Gedaref 1254543 250908.6 20     250908.6 20 

Total 31,553,101 3,702,549 12 560,452 1 4,253,112 13 
Source: Food Security Technical Secretariat (FSTS) 

 

According to FSTS, 
almost 4.3 million 
Sudanese are 
experiencing Crisis 
and Emergency 
levels of food 
insecurity 

 

http://www.unocha.org/

