
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  

 
  
  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 
• The number of people from 

South Sudan seeking shelter 

in Sudan stands at some 

24,700 as of 10 February, 

according to the Government 

of Sudan and humanitarian 

organisations.  

• The AU announced the 

resumption of negotiations 

between the Government of 

Sudan and SPLM-N on the 

situation in South Kordofan 

and Blue Nile states 

scheduled for 13 February in 

Addis Ababa. 

• HAC Central Darfur reports 

that over the past three 

months an estimated 20,000 

people have returned to 

different parts of Um Dukhun. 

• According to the North Darfur 

SMoH, 2,572 cases of Acute 

Jaundice Syndrome have 

been reported in North 

Darfur’s El Sireaf locality 

since January 2013. 

FIGURES 
IDPs in Darfur – 
figures currently 
being reviewed 

 

Refugees in 
Sudan (UNHCR) 

156,000 

Sudanese 
refugees in 
Chad (UNHCR) 

350,000 

Sudanese 
refugees in 
South Sudan  & 
Ethiopia 
(UNHCR) 

248,000 
 

FUNDING 

995 million 
requested in 2014 (US$) 
 

 

0.8 % 
reported funding 
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More people arrive from South Sudan 
The number of people from South Sudan seeking shelter in Sudan stands at some 
24,700 as of 10 February, according to the Government of Sudan and humanitarian 
organisations. The majority of new arrivals are hosted in White Nile State. Citing its 
partner organisations on the ground, the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) reported that the 
number of new arrivals from South Sudan is expected to go up as 200-300 people are 
arriving per day in White Nile. In addition, numbers for West Kordofan State may increase 
significantly once the Sudanese Red Crescent Society (SRCS) and the World Food 
Programme (WFP) finalise the results of needs assessments they conducted in seven 
localities that host people from South Sudan. According to aid agencies, many new 
arrivals in White Nile are from urban areas and eventually would like to move to urban 
areas in Sudan, such as Kosti or Khartoum, where they might have extended family and 
other support networks. UNHCR reports that around 520 South Sudanese have arrived at 
some Khartoum open areas. They join an estimated 40,000 people of South Sudanese 
origin in those areas who have been waiting for transportation assistance to return to 
South Sudan since 2011.  

Aid agencies provide relief assistance, but more is needed 
A committee set up by the authorities to coordinate the response to the needs of people 
arriving from South Sudan in White Nile told the Sudanese Media Centre (SMC) that 600 
sanitation structures were made available by aid organisations at Kilo 10 and Al Alagaya 
reception centers in White Nile. In addition, the committee stated that SRCS and WFP 
provided the newly arrived people in those reception centres with food for one month. 
UNHCR and partners report that in total more than 12,000 people who arrived from South 
Sudan since December 2013 have received emergency food aid and non-food relief 
supplies as of 5 February. 
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Government – SPLM-N talks to restart  
The African Union (AU) Liaison Office in Sudan has announced the resumption of 
negotiations between the Government of Sudan and Sudan People’s Liberation 
Movement – North (SPLM-N) on the situation in South Kordofan and Blue Nile states. 
The resumption of negotiations follows an invitation by the African Union High Level 
Implementation Panel (AUHIP) for the parties to attend the next round of scheduled talks 
in Addis Ababa from 13 February. According to the AU, both parties indicated that they 
will attend. 
The AU said in a statement that it strongly encourages the Government of Sudan and the 
SPLM-N to participate in the negotiations with the aim of reaching a peaceful settlement 
of the conflict in South Kordofan and Blue Nile.  
According to some media reports, a member of the Government negotiating team said 
that the Government intends to reach an understanding on humanitarian and security 
issues in Blue Nile and South Kordofan at the talks. 

WHO: meningitis outbreaks declining in Sudan  
According to the World Health Organization (WHO), the trend of meningitis outbreaks in 
Sudan has been on the decline over the past years. Sudan falls within the “meningitis 
belt”, as the hot and dry climate is favourable to the airborne transmission of the 
Meningococcal bacteria, although epidemics lessen during the rainy season.  
In October 2012, Sudan introduced the meningococcal A conjugate vaccine into its 
routine vaccination programme in some of its hyper-endemic states. This vaccine is 
renowned for offering great promise to prevent epidemic meningitis in Africa due to its 
long-term protective effect and ability to prevent carriage. The vaccine is effective against 
serogroup-A meningococci, which accounts for 85 per cent of meningitis cases in the 
“belt”. The vaccine, 
therefore, does not offer 
any protection against 
outbreaks caused by 
Neisseria meningitides 
(Nm) serogroup-W135 
that has caused repeated 
outbreaks in parts of 
Darfur in the past.  
This means that Sudan is 
still at risk of meningitis 
outbreaks and public 
health vigilance remains 
vital despite the 
downward trend of 
meningitis cases. 

HAC: some 20,000 people return to Central Darfur 
According to the Government’s Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) in Central Darfur, 
an estimated 20,000 people have returned to different parts of Um Dukhun locality over 
the past three months. Most of these returnees are from the Salamat tribe who fled their 
homes due to inter-tribal fighting between the Misseriya and Salamat tribes in late 2013. 
However, the reported figures have not yet been all verified.  According to humanitarian 
organisations in Um Dukhun, the verification that was being conducted by a committee 
composed of locality HAC and humanitarian actors was suspended due to concerns 
about new arrivals coming from South Darfur who are not originally from Um Dukhun. 
According to WFP, over 80 per cent of the returnees already have ration cards, which 
they were using prior to this displacement.  

Sudan: meningitis cases and deaths 2006 - 2013 
Source WHO 
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Newly  displaced people in Khor Omer camp, East Darfur (UN) 

In response to their needs, HAC has distributed 200 bags of Sorghum to the returnees. 
According to the UN Children’s Agency (UNICEF), there are enough nutrition supplies in 
the area to meet the needs of the returnees. The international NGOs Triangle Génération 
Humanitaire (TGH), Tearfund and International Medical Corps (IMC) have distributed 
non-food relief supplies to some 4,000 returnees with more non-food relief supplies 
scheduled to arrive in Um Dukhun shortly. In addition, the Government's Water and 
Environmental Sanitation Department (WES) and TGH constructed sanitation structures, 
rehabilitated water points and chlorinated water sources.  

Lack of water in Khor Omer camp in East Darfur 
According to community leaders in 
Khor Omer internally displaced 
persons (IDP) camp in East 
Darfur, a serious water shortage 
in the camp has affected an 
estimated 11,000 people for the 
past two months. This is due to 
the malfunctioning of the borehole 
and three water distribution points. 
At the same time, water-related 
needs in the camp have increased 
with the recent arrival of 1,320 
people from Abu Karinka. WES 
and UNICEF stated that they 
would repair the distribution points 

in the camp as soon as possible. 
Meanwhile, the health centre in the camp is running low on medical supplies. The SMoH 
sent the last shipment of essential drugs in December 2013. As a result, patients have 
been buying medicine from the market or have turned to using traditional medicine. The 
number of people seeking medical assistance in the clinic has declined from 100 patients 
per day in December 2013 to 10 patients per day in January 2014, according to medical 
staff. The international NGO Merlin will take over the health services in the camp from the 
SMoH shortly. 

Acute jaundice cases in North and South Darfur 
According to the North Darfur SMoH, 2,572 cases of acute jaundice syndrome have been 
reported, with 34 deaths, in North Darfur’s El Sireaf locality from January 2013 to date. 
The case fatality rate is 1.3 per cent. The most affected areas are the villages of 
Abuseniena and Umjamina 
where displaced people have 
settled. Most of these people 
were displaced from the Jebel 
Amir area following conflict 
between the Rizeigat and Beni 
Hussein tribes in January 2013. 
In response to the outbreak, 
WHO sent essential medicine 
and medical supplies for 59,000 
people in the area. 
Furthermore, WHO conducted 
trainings for health workers on 
outbreak investigation, 
response and case 
management. In addition, an 

An estimated 11,000 
people in Khor Omer 
camp in East Darfur 
have been affected 
by a serious water 
shortage in the camp 
for the past two 
months 

AJS cases in El Sireaf, North Darfur since 
January 2013  
Source: WHO & SMoH  
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estimated 1,900 people received health education sessions, and cleaning campaigns, 
water testing and water chlorination activities took place. Finally, WHO provided financial 
support to cover the running costs of the area’s health facilities. 
In South Darfur, on 5 February the international NGO Médecins Sans Frontières – 
Belgium (MSF-B) reported that since January 2014, 51 suspected cases of AJS had been 
registered in Al Siraif camp near Nyala. Eight cases were confirmed, while six cases were 
diagnosed as Hepatitis E. Two more cases of AJS were reported from Kalma IDP camp 
by the international NGO Merlin. The national NGO, Patients Helping Fund-Sudan also 
reported a further case of AJS in El Dereige IDP camp. The SMoH have requested all 
health partners working in IDP camps to intensify efforts in identifying and reporting cases 
of AJS.  

Reframing the debate on FGM in Sudan  
6 February marked the International Day of Zero Tolerance for Female Genital Mutilation 
(FGM). The practice of FGM is deeply rooted in Sudanese. FGM is often seen as a social 
obligation that transcends individual preferences. While 88 per cent of women in Sudan 
aged 15 to 49 have undergone some form of FGM, only 42 per cent of these women want 
the practice to continue, according to UNICEF. The Government of Sudan, with support 
from UNICEF and the UN Population Fund (UNFPA), is leading efforts to reframe the 
social narrative that shapes individual attitudes towards this harmful tradition. As 
individual opposition to FGM continues to increase, it is hoped that these efforts can help 
to reduce the prevalence of the practice in Sudan. 
While the age and time at which the procedure is carried out differs among communities, 
most girls are cut at around 5 or 6 years of age. However, some girls in eastern regions of 
Sudan are being cut at only a few months old. Around 74 per cent of girls countrywide will 
undergo the most severe FGM procedure, known as infibulation. 
In 2008, the Saleema campaign, an innovative social marketing initiative aimed at 
changing the social norms underpinning the practice of FGM in Sudan, was launched. 
According to the National Council for Child Welfare (NCCW), the term Saleema is a 
female name in Arabic that means whole, intact and in a God-given condition. Led by 
Saleema ambassadors, comprising public figures from all walks of life, the nationwide 
media campaign is using television advertisements, roadside billboards and radio 
messaging to champion the term Saleema as a new and positive label for the uncut girl in 
Sudan, according to NCCW.     

Russia supports food aid operations in Sudan  
The Russian Federation donated US$2 million to support WFP food aid operations in 
Sudan, according to a WFP statement issued in early February. This donation will cover 
the needs of some 70,000 people, mainly displaced and other vulnerable communities, 
for two months. This is the first contribution from the Russian Federation to WFP since 
2006.  
According to a July 2013 paper from the international NGO Oxfam on Russia as a 
humanitarian aid donor, ‘new/emerging’ (or ’re-emerging’)/’non-traditional’ donors, such 
as the ‘BRICS’ countries (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa), Turkey and the 
Gulf states are drawing increasing attention in the international aid community as well as 
in recipient countries.  
The amount of humanitarian aid from these ‘new’ donors is steadily increasing, although it 
still represents a relatively small proportion of their overall aid flows. According to the 
Oxfam report, it can be expected that these countries will become increasingly important 
humanitarian players in the near future. Accordingly, it is important to understand why, 
how, when, and to whom these donor direct their assistance. The full report is available 
at: http://www.oxfam.org/sites/www.oxfam.org/files/dp-russia-humanitarian-donor-
150713-en.pdf 
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