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OCHA ROLAC produces this report in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period of 13 April to 24 April 2017. This will be the 
last summary report unless there is a significant change in the situation. 

Main Points 
• Sea temperature changes brought on by El Niño have unleashed 

heavy rainfall throughout Peru, Colombia and Ecuador in the first 
quarter of 2017. 

 
• Rainfall persists in some areas but has begun to let up in others. 

  
• Inland rivers in Peru are receding, but the Tumbes River on the 

coast continues to overflow near populated areas. 
 

• The stagnant waters left behind by floods in Peru has led to a rise 
in reported cases of dengue, chikungunya, Zika and leptospirosis. 

 
• Colombia continues to suffer more landslides after Mocoa – an 18 

April landslide in Manizales has left at least 17 people dead and 66 
people missing. 

 
• In Ecuador, unrelenting seasonal rainfall from the start of 2017 

continues to batter communities. Some 1,900 people have been 
left without homes and over 2,300 have been evacuated. 

 
• The Manabí province in Ecuador, an already vulnerable area still 

recovering from the April 2016 earthquake, is among the areas with 
the highest reported number of affected people. 

 

1,342,000+ 
People affected by intense rains 
in Peru, Colombia and Ecuador 

31,000+ 
People housed in 205 temporary 

shelters in Peru 

2,200+ 
People without access to basic 

services in Manizales, Colombia 

32,400+ 
Homes damaged in Ecuador 

since 1 January. 

Situation Overview 
Peru 
Despite the receding water levels of inland rivers, the number of affected in Peru continue to rise, totaling over 
1,200,000 affected. As of 21 April, Piura remains the most affected area in Peru, registering 32% of the nationwide 
totals. 
More than 40,000 homes have been destroyed or rendered uninhabitable and 600,000 people across the country 
are facing dire food security needs. 
Going forward, sheltered families are eager to begin restoring their livelihoods in order to recover their homes and 
lives as quickly as possible. 
Despite damage to over 2,000 educational institutions throughout Peru, classes are restarting in rural areas. 
Colombia 
While national authorities were still dealing with the aftermath of the 1 April Mocoa landslides that wiped out six 
neighborhoods, another series of landslides were triggered 600km away in Manizales on 18 April. 
 



 South America Heavy Rains and Floods Situation Report No. 4 | 2 
 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
Coordination Saves Lives | www.unocha.org 

As of 20 April, 70 homes have collapsed; due to the threat of further landslides, another 400 homes have been 
evacuated.  The medical personnel of the largest healthcare center in Manizales were also the evacuated due to 
the damages to the building.  
The local area road network suffered damages at 15 key points; repair is ongoing. Twelve schools suspended 
classes until 20 April, pending a full evaluation of the damages sustained and number of children left without 
access. 
Municipal authorities in Manizales have declared emergencies in several areas and are still evaluating damages 
and needs.  Regardless, they have activated their contingency plans in preparation. 
Ecuador 
The relentless rainfall in Ecuador has slowly affected over 141,000 people throughout the entire country since the 
beginning of the year. 
 
The national government declared a nationwide state of emergency to provide immediate aid. At present, 75% of 
the affected people and 80% of the affected homes are located within the Guayas and Manabí provinces. 
 
The flooding and landslides have hobbled over 100km of the national road network and transportation 
infrastructure, constantly delaying the delivery of much needed assistance. 
 
Education also remains a priority as 89 schools have reported damages. Countless livelihoods have been placed in 
jeopardy as over 10,000 hectares of crops have been affected and another 5,000 hectares of crops are all but lost. 

Financing 
Peru 
The United Nations and the Peruvian Government launched a Flash Appeal for US$38.3 million on 10 April with the 
objective of saving lives through timely humanitarian assistance and kick starting an early recovery through 
livelihood assistance and restoration of community infrastructure. 
The appeal seeks to address the needs of 320,000 people by financing 88 response projects to be implemented by 
25 agencies. 
As of 24 April, the appeal has received US$1.7 million that has funded ongoing activities in Water and Sanitation, 
Food Security and Nutrition, Protection and Shelters and Camps Coordination. 
Humanitarian aid from outside Peru continues to arrive. As of 18 April, Peru has received over 232.88 tons of 
humanitarian supplies (food, shelter, basic goods, cleaning kits, among others) with more than $4 million dollars 
and 2.5 million euros donated by countries. 

Response  
Peru  
As of 18 April, the National Civil Defense Institute (INDECI) reports over 234,948 tons of humanitarian goods 
mobilized to areas in need. Several countries have donated another 23,288 tons, including food, shelter and 
cleaning kits. 
The Ministry of Health has deployed medical personnel to affected areas and is currently conducting fumigations 
for thousands of homes in these areas to reduce the risk of vector-borne diseases. 
Colombia 
The Manizales Disaster Risk Management unit is currently evaluating needs in food security, nutrition, livelihoods, 
shelter, water and sanitation, health and education. 
Ecuador 
All humanitarian response thus far has been carried out by the pertinent national authorities, coordinated by the 
National Secretariat for Risk Management (SGRI). 
The Government of Ecuador has been responsible for clearing the affected roadways of the debris caused by the 
landslides, keeping affected populaces from becoming isolated from help. 
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Coordination 
Peru 
OCHA continues to support the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) in implementing their cross-sector response 
plan to complement the response of the national government.  
The National Humanitarian Network (RHN), co-chaired by the United Nations Resident Coordinator and the head of 
INDECI, is actively collaborating with each sector group and national authorities for an effective response. 
In Lima, the sectoral health group has shared information on activities and needs as well as possible assistance 
mechanisms for the country. 
Colombia 
The Manizales Disaster Risk Management unit’s ongoing needs evaluation is being carried out with the Manizales 
branch of the Colombian Red Cross. OCHA Córdoba and UMAIC Antioquia are monitoring the situation and 
standing by to coordinate with local authorities. At a national level, the National Disaster Risk Management Unit 
(UNGRD) and Ministry of Transportation are both actively involved with the response. 
Ecuador 
The HCT is actively monitoring the situation and remains at the disposal of the Government of Ecuador should they 
request any help. Plan International Ecuador has delivered over 300 food kits and 1,400 hygiene kits to Manabí, 
Santa Elena, Guayas and Los Ríos. Both ADRA and The Ecuadorian Red Cross have assisted hundreds of 
families with food kits, hygiene kits, and cleaning kits in those provinces as well. 
 

Background on the crisis 
 
Peru: Since the end of January, a coastal El Niño has been triggered by an abrupt increase in sea surface temperature.  This phenomenon 
is expected to last through April with moderate magnitude (ENFEN). 
 
Continued heavy rains during February and March have caused floods and landslides in the north coast of the country, particularly in the 
department of Piura. The emergency worsened in April when floods damaged homes, educational and health facilities, roads, farms and 
forcing people to evacuate.  
 
Colombia: Heavy rainfall and landslides continue to affect Colombia after the March overflows of several rivers in Mocoa that triggered a 
series of deadly landslides.  On 18 April, heavy rains triggered landslides in the urban area of Manizales, affecting over 1,000 people and 
leaving over 2,000 temporarily without access to utilities.  Municipal authorities are still carrying out damage assessments. 
 
Ecuador:  Heavy rainfall in the coastal and Amazonian regions since December 2016 has caused rivers to overflow and provoked flooding 
throughout the country. The provinces affected by the April 2016 earthquake of April 2016 are also affected by rains, which is hampering 
the recovery of livelihoods. 

For more information, contact OCHA Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean (ROLAC)  
Christophe Illemassene, Deputy Head of Office: illemassene@un.org, Tel: +507 317-1748, Cel: +507-6885 
6136 
Darío Álvarez, Regional Disaster Response Advisor: alvarez6@un.org, Cel: +507 6674-4736 
Brenda Eriksen, Information Management Officer: eriksenb@un.org Cel: +507 6780-4457 
 
For more information, visit www.unocha.org/rolac www.reliefweb.int - www.redhum.org 
 

mailto:illemassene@un.org
mailto:alvarez6@un.org
mailto:eriksenb@un.org
http://www.unocha.org/rolac
http://www.reliefweb.int/

