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OCHA ROLAC produces this report in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period of 19 March to 12 April 2017. The next 
summary report should be published around 19 April 2017. 

Main Points 
Rains are lessening in intensity although forecasted to continue 
over parts of South America for the next few days.  

 In Peru, The United Nations and the Government launched a 
Flash Appeal for US$38.8 million to address the needs of 
320,000 people. The appeal will finance 88 response projects to 
be implemented by 25 agencies. 

 The UNDAC mission has been extended until 14 April to 
continue supporting response efforts. 

 In Colombia, the number people displaced by flooding continues 
to rise. At least 24 people have died and 1,310 people are 
displaced. More than 3,000 families are displaced and many are 
with host families or living in damaged homes. Registration of 
families and assessments are still ongoing and one of the 
priority needs identified is potable water, as services are still not 
restored. 

 In Ecuador, 22 provinces have reported emergencies. 
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Situation Overview 
Peru 

The number of people reported as affected continues to grow, with 980,450 affected throughout the country (30 
percent in Pirua) and 160,641 as severely affected (19 per cent in Piura).  More than 6,500 houses have been 
destroyed and are uninhabitable.  

Air bridges remain open. To date the Peruvian armed forces have transported some 29,000 people and INDECI 
reports that as of 7 April, more than 6,234 metric tons of humanitarian aid have been distributed in emergency 
areas. 

Rains will forecasted to continue in the north of the country, especially Tumbes and north-central Piura, but with 
less intensity. The department of Piura remains under a State of Emergency. 

The Ministry of Economy and Finance estimates that first quarter growth for 2017 will be 2 per cent, with its lowest 
point in March, due to negative impact on agriculture. It is hoped that the reconstruction process will boost the 
economy and the Fiscal Stimulus Plan has approved 5.5 million Soles (USD 4 million) for economic recovery and 
170 million (USD1.75 billion) for emergency relief.  

Ecuador 

Of the 22 provinces with ongoing emergencies in the last 30 days, the provinces of Guayas and Manabí are the 
worst hit. Throughout the country there are 122,370 people are affected and 193 families are living in 38 temporary 
shelters. Access is limited in some areas as 11 bridges are destroyed and around 100km of roads are affected. 
More than 160 houses have been destroyed and an additional 27,000 homes and 78 schools are damaged.  
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Colombia 

As of 5 April, the Government reports 306 people dead, 332 injured, and 3,088 families registered as displaced, 
although the registration process is still ongoing. On 4 April a MIRA assessment mission was carried out and the 
results identified that one of the priority needs is WASH as potable water has still not been restored. Other needs 
identified include shelter, food security and nutrition, health and protection.  

There is particular concern for families who have opted to stay with friends or relatives, or who have remained in 
their houses that may partially destroyed and at risk. There are reports of overcrowding in the host houses. Many 
families in these situations, as well as families in rural areas, have not yet received assistance and are unaware of 
mechanisms to access aid. 

Electricity has been restored in Mocoa through generators although some 60,000 people in rural areas are still 
without service. Classes have not resumed in seven damaged schools, which is affecting the education of 12,500 
children. 

Argentina, Bolivia, Paraguay y Uruguay 

Argentina, Bolivia, Paraguay and Uruguay are also responding to emergencies caused by the heavy rains. 
Flooding on the Argentine-Paraguay border has displaced thousands of people on both sides of the border. 
Paraguayan authorities have mobilized some 13 tons of humanitarian aid to the area. In Argentina, more than 
90,000 people are affected by the floods and authorities have sent food aid to the area. In northern Uruguay, about 
830 people have evacuated from flooded areas and three main roads are closed. In Bolivia, the accumulation of 
rain since December has killed 20 people and affected about 75,000. 

 

Financing 
Peru 

The United Nations and Government of Peru 
launched a Flash Appeal7 April with the objectives 
of saving lives by ensuring timely humanitarian 
assistance and kick-start early recovery through 
livelihood assistance and restoring community 
infrastructure.  

Priority activities in specific sectors include 
temporary accommodation and shelter for 
severely affected people; adequate food 
assistance; delivery of water and sanitation with 
adequate standards; access to educational 
facilities and health services; as well as 
communication to reduce the risk of disease in the 
exposed population. 

A number of countries have sent humanitarian aid 
bilaterally.  As of 6 April, Peru has received more 
than 185.3 tons of humanitarian supplies 
(including food, shelter, staple goods, hygiene and 
cleaning kits, among others), and more than $4 
million dollars and 2.5 million euros donated by 
countries (see image below). 

Colombia 

Financing has been provided by COSUDE (33.000 CHF), ECHO (150.000 euros), Caritas (30 million COP) and 
AECID (Disaster Relief Fund for the IFRC). 
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Breakdown of the people in need (PIN) and target beneficiaries per 
sector in the Flash Appeal for Peru launched by the United Nations and 
Government of Peru. The appeal aims to reach 320,000 people. 
©UN/Peru 
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Bilateral assistance for Peru: 

Response  
Peru  

Response efforts continue and some 6,000 Armed Forces personnel (FFA) have been deployed to affected areas.  
Another 18,000 rapid interventions brigades or the reserve and have been supporting emergency operations.  The 
Armed Forces have transported about 29,000 people between March 16 and April 5, through air bridges. 

Ecuador 

National institutions are covering humanitarian assistance. The Government has opened 38 shelters for the 
displaced population and is providing food kits, personal hygiene, sleeping and kitchen kits, zinc sheets, and more 
than one million gallons of water in tankers. 

Colombia 

The National Disaster Risk Management Unit (UNGRD) is leading the national response in coordination with the 
municipal and departmental risk management committees led by the municipal government and the local 
government of Putumayo. 

About 39 MT of humanitarian aid has been distributed to people in shelters and host families. A water treatment 
plant and water tanks have been deployed to the area as a temporary solution.   

Close to 90 per cent of electricity has been restored and the remaining service should be restored during the week.  

The Government has set up information tents and campaigns to orient people who need assistance. 

An operational centre is open in Mocoa and from there the Government is coordinating some 1,188 technical staff 
from the Colombian Red Cross, Civil Defence and Government Institutions. Local government is distributing food, 
water and hygiene kits and have deployed medical personnel.  

Coordination 

Peru 

OCHA is supporting the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) develop its intersector response plan to complement 
the response of the national government.  
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Emergency Infographic Shelter Infographic Map of Areas Affected 
by Floods  

Donation Infographic 

   

 

 

 

Ecuador 

The Humanitarian Country Team is monitoring the situation and is ready in case of any request for support from the 
Government. Sector leaders have updated their inventory of local capacities available for the response and are 
reviewing multisector needs assessment forms.  

Colombia 

The Local Coordination Team has been supporting and complementing the response of local and national 
authorities. He has worked in concert with the Government of the Department and is participating in the crisis room, 
led by the National Risk Management Unit, where he reports on developed actions and exposes the capabilities 
and resources to offer. 

The local Humanitarian Country Team and Intercluster meetings have been held to analyse the situation, review 
the results of the Flash MIRA and support the Local Coordination Team. The following sectors will activate their 
response plans: protection, WASH, food security and nutrition (with the possible activation of Cash Transfer 
mechanisms), education in emergency and health.  

National level clusters are on standby in case of needed deployment to support food security and nutrition, shelter 
and/or Early Recovery). OCHA is coordinating these mechanisms providing information management support at 
the national level and in the affected area. The Gender advisor has also deployed to the affected area.  

Background on the crisis 
Peru: Since the end of January, a coastal El Niño has been triggered by an abrupt increase in sea surface temperature.  This phenomenon 
is expected to last through April with moderate magnitude (ENFEN). 
Continued heavy rains during February and March have caused floods and landslides in the north coast of the country, particularly in the 
department of Piura. The emergency worsened in April when floods damaged homes, educational and health facilities, roads, farms and 
forcing people to evacuate.  
 
Colombia: On April 1, the Mocoa, Sangoyaco and Mulato rivers overflowed and triggered an avalanche, which affected 36 
neighbourhoods, in Putumayo. Six neighbourhoods were destroyed, the total number of houses affected is not yet known. 
 
Ecuador:  Heavy rainfall in the coastal and Amazonian regions since December 2016 has caused rivers to overflow and provoked flooding 
throughout the country. The provinces affected by the April 2016 earthquake of April 2016 are also affected by rains, which is hampering 
the recovery of livelihoods. 

For more information, contact OCHA Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean (ROLAC)  
Wendy Cue, Head of Office: cue@un.org, Tel: +507 317-1748, Cel: +507 6676-1689 
Rogerio Mobilia, Information Management Officer: silvar@un.org, Cel: +507 6747-1969 
 
For more information, visit www.unocha.org/rolac www.reliefweb.int - www.redhum.org 

 


