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OCHA ROLAC produces this report in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period of 19 March to 2 April 2017. The next 
summary report should be published around 5 April 2017. 

Main Points 
Weeks of heavy rains are causing 
emergencies in South America.  
Rains are expected to continue until 
mid-April.  

Colombia 
• In Colombia, on 31 March, a 

massive mudslide killed 254 
people; injured 203 and 220 are 
still missing in the city of Mocoa, 
in the department of Putumayo. 

• The Government declared a 
state of emergency for the 
region. 

• Roads and bridges to Mocoa 
are blocked or destroyed 
making access extremely 
difficult. 

Peru 
• The Government of Peru 

declared a National Emergency Situation for the northern department of Piura, where more than 299,109 people 
are displaced due to floods. 

• Shelter solutions and/or support to host families need to be considered. 
• WASH and health are a priority due to significant damage to water and sanitation systems. Eleven departments 

are under a 90-day sanitary emergency. 
• The Government of Peru has requested international assistance in responding to emergency needs and the UN 

is elaborating a Flash Appeal to support the National Response Plan. 

Ecuador 
• In Ecuador, 21 people have died and 1,410 are displaced throughout the country due to floods. Authorities have 

opened 32 temporary shelters in ten provinces, although only about 35 per cent of the displaced population are 
in the official shelters.   

• Authorities have reported 145 houses are destroyed and 9,096 need repairs.   
 

1,027,182 
People affected 
by floods in Peru 

254 
People dead in 

Colombia, 

220 missing 

300 
Families directly 
affected by the 

landslide in 
Colombia 

47,000 
People affected 

in Ecuador 
280,000 
People with 

limited access to 
health services 

in Peru 

 

Heavy rains and landslides have affected various countries in South America. 
Colombia, Ecuador and Peru are the most affected. ©UN/Peru 
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Situation Overview 
Colombia 
Three main rivers overflowed due to the heavy rains, which was the cause of the massive slide of mud, rocks and 
water in the municipality of Mocoa in the southern part of the country. Meteorological reports indicate that on the 
night of the slide (31 March) the amount of rainfall was equal to 30 per cent of the monthly average for the zone. 
As rescue operations continue, it is feared that the toll of people affected will rise. So far 254 people have died and 
220 are missing. Five educational institutions are damaged and 25 houses are destroyed. A morgue has been set-
up outside of the city of Mocoa. 
Authorities have set up three temporary shelters that are housing about 1,760 people. Seventeen neighbourhoods 
in the city of Mocoa have been affected, which has a population of 45,000 inhabitants. Water and electrical 
services are limited in the city and surrounding areas. The hospital network has also collapsed.  
There are more than 1,130 specialists responding to the emergency including: rescue, humanitarian assistance, 
military, police and the Red Cross among others. In addition, 10 helicopters, six airplanes, seven boats and 63 
vehicles available in the area. 
There is no request for international assistance. 
Peru 
Heavy rains have battered Peru since December (coastal El Niño) triggering deadly floods and mudslides, mostly in 
the Northern provinces of Piura, Lambayeque, La Libertad, Ancash and -to some extent- Lima.  
OCHA dispatched a 12-member United Nations Disaster and Coordination Team (UNDAC) to assist the response 
at the request of the Resident Coordinator on 20 March. This UNDAC team carried out a Multi-sectorial Initial Rapid 
Assessments (MIRA) with humanitarian partners in five provinces (Tumbes, Piura, Lambayeque, La Libertad and 
Lima) from 23 – 27 March.  
To date, more than 30,000 houses have been destroyed or severely damaged, displacing more than 132,779 
people who have mostly sought refuge with host communities. Only 10 per cent of those displaced are in 67 public 
shelters or displacement sites. Around 51 per cent need some form of food support. An additional 894,403 people 
have been affected though not displaced. 
For more products, please follow the link 

Facts and figures People in shelters Map of damages Donors response 

 

 

 

 

The national response has targeted the displaced population who are in shelters; however, the Government is 
creating a public shelter strategy to ease the possible burden on host families and better identify the needs of the 
displaced population. So far, 67 public shelters and sites are open. 
More than 450 schools have been severely damaged or destroyed in 12 departments, which prevents 1.9 million 
students from attending classes. Assessments are still ongoing and some 216 temporary educational spaces have 
been provided. 
At least 35 health centres have been destroyed which limits the access to health services for some 280,000 
people.  

http://www.unocha.org/what-we-do/coordination-tools/undac/overview
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/programme-cycle/space/document/multi-sector-initial-rapid-assessment-guidance-revision-july-2015
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/programme-cycle/space/document/multi-sector-initial-rapid-assessment-guidance-revision-july-2015
http://www.redhum.org/mapas
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As a result of infrastructure damage, access to some localities and even urban areas in Piura, Lambayeque, 
Ancash, La Libertad and Lima is limited. Some 18,841 km of roads throughout the country and 232 bridges have 
been destroyed or affected. Repair work to roads is ongoing and 38 air bridges have been established to move 
humanitarian aid; however, communities, especially in rural zones, remain isolated and hard to reach.  
Water and sanitation systems have collapsed in many of the affected areas especially in Piura, Lambayeque and 
La Libertad. There is a concern for the lack of safe drinking water and the spread of diseases. The Government, 
together with humanitarian partners, have implemented an emergency sanitation plan that includes fumigation and 
vector control activities in the affected areas and public hygiene campaigns. 
Agriculture has been affected with losses in staple crops and irrigation systems. Assessments determine that about 
160,000 people are food insecure. 
Ecuador 
An orange alert and a State of Emergency has been declared for the provinces of Santa Elena, Guayas, Los Ríos, 
Manabí, Esmeraldas, El Oro and Loja. Furthermore, 21 provinces (out of 24) have reported emergency incidents 
linked to heavy rains, landslides and floods during the last 30 days. 
 
About 45 local emergency operations committees are active in the country. The Emergency Operations Committee 
of Quito has declared a State of Emergency in the capital. 
 
There are about 94 km of affected roads throughout the country, 27 affected bridges and 9 destroyed. Two main 
roads are completely closed and 28 are partially opened, while 33 secondary roads have been affected, of which 
16 are completely closed. Approximately 71 schools are affected. 

Response – Bilateral support 
Colombia 
Both the Government and the Red Cross have informed the population that no humanitarian aid collections are 
being carried out. After rescue and damage assessments have been completed, a better overview of the needs 
and resources will be provided. Meanwhile essential humanitarian aid is being sent in advance to meet immediate  
Local governments, government and UNGRD have delivered food and drinking water, tools and hygiene kits and 
deployed medical personnel. There were 6.8 tons of equipment including communications equipment, search and 
rescue equipment, 34 water storage tanks of 5,000 and 10,000 litters, 5 electric generators and 4,000 masks were 
made available. 
Humanitarian country team and local coordination team organizations have activated their emergency response 
and are mobilizing support based on their experience in disaster response. All aid is managed in a coordinated and 
complementary way with the State and local response. 
However, there are still needs in different sectors due to the severity of the emergency and it is necessary to 
provide support especially to children, adolescents, young people and women. The Putumayo Local Coordinating 
Teams monitoring the emergency in coordination with the municipal, departmental, national authorities and will 
continue to act in a complementary way to the orders that can be generated. 
Peru 
The Ministry of Economy and Finances has provided S/100,000 (US$30,800) to each municipality in the areas 
affected by the emergency for immediate response activities. It has also allocated and additional S/1.5 billion ($462 
million) to the 2017 budget for impact to natural disasters. 
Although an official appeal has not yet been launched, at least 15 countries have provided bilateral assistance 
amounting to 131.8 tons of humanitarian aid (27 tons in food). 

Donating Country Type of aid 
Argentina 1 C-130 Hercules passenger plane, water treatment experts, 40 boxes of pills to treat 8 million litres of water and  

1,000 blankets 
Bolivia 31 water tanks and 8,000 bottles of water 
Brazil 1 C-130 Hercules plane to be used as an air bridge 

Canada $135,000 for first aid, access to potable water and first aid products; $196,000 for hygiene kits, temporary schools 
and psychosocial support 

Colombia 4 helicopters, 1 C-130 Hercules airplane, 1,000 food kits, 1.000 hygiene kids, 3,000 blankets, 3,000 plastic sheets 
and 2,000 tents 

Ecuador Helicopters with 3,000 food rations and 30,000 litres of water 
USA $525,000 dollars for water and sanitation 
Chile 1 C-130 Hercules plane, 180 blankets, 800 hygiene kits, 750 food and 1,600 bottles of water 
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China $100,000 
Japan Tents, blankets, mattresses, water tanks, generators, water purifiers 

Panama 300 water purifying kits and 30 tents 
Paraguay 10 tons of rice and 1,000 personal hygiene kits  
Uruguay 3 units of water purifiers and technicians  
Vatican $100.000 

Venezuela 17 tons of food 
ECHO 250,000 Euros for shelter, non-food items and WASH 

 
On 23 March, the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) launched an appeal 
for 3.9 million Swiss francs (US$4 million) to assist 10,000 families for 12 months with the Peruvian Red Cross. To 
date the appeal has received 840,000 Swiss Francs. 
Ecuador 
The humanitarian assistance needed at this time is being covered by national institutions. Thirty-two shelters have 
been set up for the displaced population and 7,312 food kits have been delivered, 2,939 personal hygiene kits, 217 
clothing kits, 862 sleeping kits, 470 kitchen kits, 448 crockery kits, 717 cleaning kits, 315 zinc sheets and about 1 
million gallons of water have been distributed by tankers. 

Coordination 
Colombia 
The National Risk Management System is active as well as search and rescue areas, damage assessment and 
needs analysis, single registry of victims, emergency humanitarian assistance, rehabilitation of public services, 
machinery and tanks for supplying of drinking water and measures for initial response. 
On Saturday (01 April 2017), the president travelled to the site of the disaster with the Defense Minister Luis Carlos 
Villegas, Health Minister Alejandro Gaviria, Environment Minister Gilberto Murillo, and other officials. The municipal 
and departmental crisis room has been established. 
The Putumayo Local Coordination Team is monitoring the emergency in coordination with the municipal and 
departmental authorities in order to assess capacities, needs and respond in a complementary manner. The 
Putumayo Women's Alliance, the Team's gender focal point, is activating its networks and assessing key needs of 
women in those areas through leaders. 
The Pan American Health Organization is supporting the Ministry of Health with the emergency and the partners of 
the sector are activated. 
OCHA Colombia issued two update reports and is in coordination with the partners to follow up on the situation. 
OCHA will have a staff member on the ground on 03 Monday to assist with information management and 
coordination with local authorities. Agencies will conduct a MIRA to better define immediate priorities.  
ACF will undertake an initial distribution of NFIs to assist some 550 people in temporary shelters.  
Peru 
The national response is being led by the Presidency and the Prime Ministry, who presides the National Disaster 
Risk Management Council. The Ministry of Defence leads the National Emergency Operations Centre and the 
National Defence Institute (INDECI) is coordinating the emergency with regional and local governments.  
INDECI and the UN Resident Coordinator are leading the Humanitarian Country Team. 
The following sector groups are operational, composed of government institutions and humanitarian partners: Early 
Recovery, Education, Emergency Shelter, Food Security, Health, Logistics, Shelter Management, Protection and 
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene. 
Ecuador 
The Humanitarian Country Team is monitoring the situation and remains alert for requests for support from the 
National Government. 
Sector leaders in the country have an updated list of local capacities to support the response. Members of the 
Country Humanitarian Team continue to provide support to communities affected by the winter season and with 
whom they have been working since the earthquake of 16 April 2016. 
 
 

For more information, contact OCHA Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean (ROLAC)  
Wendy Cue, Head of Office: cue@un.org, Tel: +507 317-1748, Cel: +507 6676-1689 
Rogerio Mobilia, Information Management Officer: silvar@un.org, Cel: +507 6747-1969 
 
For more information, visit www.unocha.org/rolac www.reliefweb.int - www.redhum.org 
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