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HIGHLIGHTS
• On World Humanitarian Day, 

humanitarian community 
pays tribute to 59 aid workers 
killed in South Sudan since 
December 2013.

• Armed clashes and 
ambushes prevent 
humanitarians from reaching 
displaced people in Greater 
Equatoria.   

• Humanitarian organizations 
strive to meet growing needs 
as the number of internally 
displaced people increases in 
Wau town.  

• Intermittent fighting has 
forced thousands of people 
to flee their homes in central 
and southern Unity.

FIGURES
No. of 
Internally 
Displaced 
Persons

1.6 million

No. of 
refugees in 
neighboring 
countries
(post 15 Dec 2013)

818,000

No. of food 
insecure
people in July
(IPC figures)

4.8 million

FUNDING

$529 million
funding received in 2016

41% 
of appeal funding received 
in 2016

$1.29 billion
requirements for South 
Sudan 2016 Humanitarian 
Response Plan 

Humanitarian Coordinator calls for an end to 
attacks against aid workers
On 19 August, the humanitarian community in South Sudan observed a minute of silence 
at a candlelight ceremony to mark World Humanitarian Day. Colleagues remembered 
the 59 aid workers who have been killed in South Sudan since December 2013, and 
honoured those affected by attacks, as well as those who continue to risk their lives 
delivering humanitarian assistance and protection. 

The Humanitarian Coordinator for South Sudan, Eugene Owusu, called for an end to 
impunity for violence against aid workers. “Attacks against aid workers are unacceptable 
and violate international humanitarian law,” said Mr. Owusu. “I have said this repeatedly 
since I took up this position, and yet humanitarians in South Sudan continue to be 
attacked, threatened and harassed.”

During the July fighting in South Sudan’s capital, Juba, millions of dollars’ worth of aid 
was looted, and armed men in uniform stormed a compound housing humanitarians, 
with one aid worker killed and others raped and beaten. “The horrific events that took 
place in Terrain on 11 July are emblematic of the immense risks that humanitarian staff in 
South Sudan face on a daily basis,” said Mr. Owusu. Humanitarians have called for the 
Terrain attack to be a turning point and stated that there should never, ever, be an attack 
on humanitarians in South Sudan 
again.

“Humanitarians in South Sudan 
are solely here to assist people 
in need,” said Mr. Owusu. 
“Endangering them threatens 
the lives of the millions of people 
in South Sudan who rely upon 
humanitarian assistance and 
protection for their very survival.” 

In 2016, humanitarian needs have 
continued to grow as a result of 
violence, displacement, hunger and 
disease. Horrendous atrocities have 
been committed against civilians, 
including widespread reports of 
sexual violence. “The suffering of civilians in South Sudan must be brought to an end,” 
said Mr. Owusu. “All those with power to stop the fighting must act now.”

In 2015, South Sudan surpassed Afghanistan as having the highest number of reported 
serious attacks against humanitarians, according to Humanitarian Outcomes.
Read more: WHD Press release: https://shar.es/1wX7Qo; Aid Worker Security Report 2016: 
https://shar.es/1wgLxZ 
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A humanitarian compound destroyed and looted in Leer. 

Humanitarians observe a minute of silence in Juba on World 
Humanitarian Day. Photo: OCHA 
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Looting mars aid operation in many parts of South Sudan
In the first seven months of 2016, more than 470 humanitarian access incidents were 
reported across South Sudan. Of these, 90 were reported in the month of July – the high-
est number in any month since June 2015 - when humanitarian compounds, supplies 
and convoys were attacked and looted in many parts of the country, including in Buaw, 
Gogrial East, Juba, Leer, Magwi, 
Pibor, Raja and Yei. 

The repeated looting of life-saving 
humanitarian supplies undermines 
the ability of aid organizations to 
reach people in need across the 
country. At the same time, ac-
tive hostilities and interference 
continue to impact the delivery of 
aid. In July, two aid workers were 
expelled by state-level authori-
ties and multiple aid organizations 
were forced to withdraw staff from 
both Juba and other field locations 
due to clashes. 

Read more: Humanitarian access snapshot: https://shar.es/1wpneF

Equatorias: violence affects key road routes
Since early July, key transport routes in the Greater Equatoria region have been affected 
by insecurity, armed clashes and ambushes - including the Juba-Lainya-Yei, Yei–Lasu; 
Yei-Kaya, and Kajo-Keji roads in Central Equatoria; Juba-Torit, Torit-Kapoeta, Torit-Ikwo-
tos and Magwi-Pageri roads in Eastern Equatoria , and Mundri- Maridi road in Western 
Equatoria – hampering humanitarians’ ability to reach people displaced by the fighting. 

In Central Equatoria, on 11 August, partners were unable to deliver food aid to refugees in 
Lasu after armed men stopped a humanitarian convoy at Mitika area, some 26 kilometres 
south of Yei, and seized 15 metric tons of food. Staff from four aid agencies were held 
for nearly five hours before being released and instructed to return to Yei. Partners are 
concerned about the impact of the looting on the assistance provided to Lasu refugees, 
given that the last general food distribution took place in late June. There are also reports 
of multiple checkpoints between Yei airport and Yei town. Elsewhere in Central Equatoria, 
partners estimate that about 12,100 people are displaced in 35 locations in Bereka, Log-
wili, Lukurubang, Loka West, Loka around and Episcopal Church of South Sudan, while 
clashes have displaced people around Wonduruba, Katigiri and Lainya and further south 
in Lasu, Morobo and Kaya. 

In Western Equatoria, partners estimate that some 9,300 people who have been dis-
placed from Lirangu are in Yambio. In Mundri West, including in Bari, Kotobo, Ledigwa, 

Karikah, and Bangolo, and Mundri 
East, including in Lozoh, it is thought 
that thousands of people have been 
displaced into the bush due to fight-
ing. However, the continued presence 
of armed actors has limited access 
and there are no veri¬fied displace-
ment figures. In Eastern Equatoria, 
areas hardest hit by fight¬ing include 
Ikotos, Magwi, Torit and Lafon, with 
partners reporting that at least 5,000 
people have been displaced in Torit. 
There are reports of multiple check-
points along the Juba-Nimule road.  

Armed clashes and 
ambushes along 
key transport routes 
hamper humanitarians’ 
ability to reach people 
displaced by the 
fighting in Greater 
Equatoria.

Thousands of people 
continue to flee South 
Sudan to neighbouring 
countries

Map: OCHA
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Thousands of people continue to flee South Sudan to neighbouring countries. In recent 
weeks, there has been a shift in people fleeing to Uganda with more now arriving from 
Central Equatoria, as compared to July, when most people were arriving from Eastern 
Equatoria. There are also reports that civilians from Morobo and Yei counties in Central 
Equatoria have fled South Sudan to the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). 

In addition to the challenges encountered in road access, humanitarian partners are cur-
rently not permitted to fly to locations south of Juba in helicopters. On World Humanitar-
ian Day, the Humanitarian Coordinator for South Sudan, Eugene Owusu, reiterated that: 
“Humanitarians must be able to reach all people in need, including in the places hardest-
hit by conflict.”

Read more: UNHCR update: http://bit.ly/2beJGpg

Nearly 197,000 IDPs sheltering in protected sites   
Following influxes into the Juba Protection of Civilians (PoC) sites and the protected site 
in Wau in July and August, nearly 197,000 internally displaced persons (IDP) are shelter-
ing in UN protected sites across South Sudan. 

According to findings from a joint headcount exercise, there are now 37,200 IDPs living at 
the UN House PoC site in Juba, thousands of 
whom arrived when fighting erupted in Juba 
between government and opposition forces 
in July 2016. To determine the population in 
the site, which is important for the delivery 
of services, humanitarian workers from 15 
organizations conducted a house-to-house 
headcount on 13 August, which began before 
dawn to ensure accuracy. On 18 August, a 
headcount was conducted at the UNMISS 
Tongping site, where 3,200 displaced people 
are sheltering.

Partners respond to needs of influx of IDPs in Wau
Humanitarian organizations are striving to meet the needs of the growing number of internally 
displaced people (IDPs) in Wau town after hundreds of civilians arrived in recent weeks, many 
of whom have reportedly fled the bushes on the outskirts of Wau in search of protection, 
shelter and assistance. There have been more than 2,500 new arrivals to collective sites in 
August alone.

So far in August, aid organizations have constructed 54 communal shelters for IDPs in both 
the protected site and a church in Wau town. Food assistance has been provided  to more 
than 1,200 people at St. Joseph IDP site and more than 1,250 people at the Lokoloko IDP site. 
Some 6,000 mosquito nets have been provided to children under age 5 and pregnant mothers, 
as malaria remains the highest cause of illness among the affected population and accounts 
for most of the consultations at the health 
clinics. 

Eight boreholes have been rehabilitated in 
Wau town and plans are underway to drill 
two more in the protected site. On 12 August, 
nutrition partners set up and began operating 
two nutrition centres at Lokoloko IDP site and 
in Hai Dinka residential area in Wau town. 
The partners have reported an increase 
in admissions at the Therapeutic Feeding 
Centre at Wau hospital due to the influx of 
IDPs in the last two weeks. The centre is full 

“Humanitarians must 
be able to reach 
all people in need, 
including in the places 
hardest-hit by conflict.” 
- HC Eugene Owusu

Hundreds of civilians 
arrived in recent weeks 
in Wau, many of whom 
have reportedly fled 
the bushes on the 
outskirts of Wau in 
search of protection, 
shelter and assistance. 

More than 37,000 IDPs 
are sheltering in UN 
House PoC site and 
3,200 in Tongping site 
in Juba.

Headcount exercise at UN House PoC site. Photo: WFP

A displaced family at Wau protection site. Photo: OCHA
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For further information, please contact:  
Frank Nyakairu, Head Communications and Information Management, nkyakairu@un.org 
Matilda Moyo, Reporting Officer, moyo1@un.org 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at: www.unocha.org/south-sudan | www.reliefweb.int

Violence has disrupted 
trade to and within 
South Sudan, reducing 
food supplies on most 
markets.

and partners are negotiating with hospital authorities for 
additional space in order to accommodate more patients. 
Distribution of plastic sheeting to vulnerable IDPs in 
Lokoloko and Nazareth IDPs sites is planned.

However, many areas outside of Wau town, particularly in 
the Greater Baggari Area, remain inaccessible. Partners 
are continuing to negotiate at all levels for free, safe and 
unhindered humanitarian access so they can assist people 
who have been cut off from aid in the worst affected areas 
since early July.

Thousands displaced in southern and central Unity
Intermittent fighting in central and southern Unity has forced thousands of people to flee 
their homes in July and August, worsening the already dire humanitarian situation.  

Fresh fighting was reported in northern Mayendit on 6 August and in Leer county on 15 
August. This followed an earlier spate of fighting in Leer county in mid-July and early Au-
gust, forcing thousands of people to flee from Thonyor, Adok and Pilleny to neighbouring 
islands and swampy areas. Conditions in these locations are extremely difficult and the 
needs are high. Prior to the latest clashes, Thonyor was a humanitarian hub in southern 
Unity that hosted about 20,000 internally displaced people.

Humanitarians report that some 3,500 civilians - mostly women and children - have arrived 
in Ganyiel. Of these, about 800 arrived from Adok, 300 from Leer, and about 2,300 from 
Juba. In addition, some people from Thonyor and Thakker (Mayendit) reportedly took ref-
uge in Dablual, which was already hosting about 34,000 IDPs. Over the past week, there 
has been an increase in new arrivals at the Bentiu Protection of Civilians site from Leer. 

Some civilians from Thonyor and Thakker have reportedly begun to return to their homes 
following a lull in fighting in mid-August. However, many of their homes have been de-
stroyed by floods, which have also affected Ganyiel and Nyal in Panyijar county.

Even in areas where relative calm has returned, civilians are reported to be living in fear 
of further attacks. In northern Mayandit and parts of Leer, for example, civilians hide in the 
bushes at night and return to their homes during the day.

Humanitarian organizations are considering options to provide assistance to people af-
fected by the clashes. 

Sharp increase in food prices
Trade to and within South Sudan has been severely disrupted following renewed conflict 
in July and August. As a result, staple food prices increased drastically between June and 
July, reaching more than 10 times the five-year average on a number of key markets. In 
Juba, the price of sorghum is now 1,257 percent above the five-year average. In Wau 
(Western Bahr el Ghazal) and Aweil (Northern Bahr El Ghazal), sorghum prices are now 
860 and 1,099 percent above their respective five-year averages. These price spikes 
come at the peak of the lean season when most households have already depleted their 
food stocks and are dependent on market purchases to access food. There are con-
cerns that these price increases may further restrict access to food for many households 
already facing Emergency (IPC Phase 4) levels of food insecurity.

Read more: FEWSNET alert: http://bit.ly/2bfM6Ip

Many areas outside of 
Wau town, particularly 
in the Greater 
Baggari Area, remain 
inaccessible.

Intermittent fighting in 
central and southern 
Unity has forced 
thousands of people to 
flee their homes.
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