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Highlights 

 An ACF rapid food security assessment 
in Bossangoa reveals that 30 to 60% of 
farmers have planting seeds.  
 

 Measles outbreak in Bouar. 25 
suspected measles cases amongst 
children aged from 6 to 59 months 
reported. 

 

 Findings of a protection assessment 
carried out by Ideale in the 5

th
 district of 

Bangui reveals that  the main protection 
risks in the district include: armed 
violence 36% gender based violence 
32%, arbitrary arrests and detentions 
15%, movement restrictions (to other 
neighborhood’s) 11% and excessive 
consumption of alcohol and drugs 6%. 

 

 A hotline has been set-up to support GBV victims.  

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Situation Overview  
 
The security situation remained volatile and unpredictable in Bangui, and in the rest of the country. Isolated cases 
of arbitrary killings, armed robberies, looting and kidnapping were reported countrywide during the past week. The 
Seleka killed a man and burnt-down 27 houses in the Bangangolo neighborhood, 172 km from Bangui. The LRA 
also attacked the mining town of Nzako in the south-east, killing and kidnapping many people. Shops got looted 
and houses damaged during this attack which also led to population displacement from the region.  
 
The number of violent attacks has dramatically increased in the first quarter of 2013 as a result of persisting 
insecurity in the country. Over 60% of these attacks are attributed to armed groups. At least one person has been 
attacked every day in the CAR since the beginning of 2013.  
 
The International Contact Group on the Central African Republic (ICG-CAR) held its inaugural meeting in 
Brazzaville, Republic of the Congo on 3 May. During the meeting, participants expressed their concern for the 
deterioration of the political, security and humanitarian situation in the CAR and strongly stressed the need for 
coordinated regional, continental and international action to find a lasting solution to the recurrent problems of the 
country. They stressed that the situation constituted a threat to peace, security and stability of the region. The 
Group appealed to all the ECCAS Member States, the AU, as well as to all the bilateral and multilateral partners of 
the CAR to provide political, economic and financial support to the Transition government for the urgent restoration 

206,000 
Internally displaced 
people in the CAR 

  49,000 
Refugees from CAR 
in neighboring 
countries, including 
37,000 in the DRC 

27%  
CAP Funded (initial 
requirement of $129 
million, before 
including the new 
needs triggered by 
the crisis) 

4.6m 
Population of CAR 



CAR Situation Report No. 10|2 
 
 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
Coordination Saves Lives | www.unocha.org 

of security, the protection of human rights, the provision of humanitarian assistance to the people in need and for 
the implementation of an emergency economic programme. 
 
ACF carried out a rapid food security assessment in Bossangoa (Ouham prefecture) on 29 April, with the main 
objective to assess the food security situation and impact of the crisis in the region. Most of the 126,229 residents 
of Bossangoa sought refuge in the nearby forest at the on-set of the crisis. The majority had returned but renewed 
violence on 22 April led to a new wave of displacement into the forest. The population remains jittery and panic 
stricken. Staple foodstuff in the region consists mainly of cassava, sorghum and millet. Prior to the crisis, residents 
had a diversified diet of cereals (corn, millet and rice), pulses (groundnuts, sesame and beans), fruits and various 
sources of animal and vegetable protein. As a result of the crisis, the purchasing power of most households has 
diminished significantly due to an interruption in commercial activities. Households can no longer afford certain 
food items particularly animal protein. Subsequently, the consumption of cereals, vegetables and animal protein 
has decreased dramatically. While 79% of a variety of food items was consumed before the conflict, this rate has 
dropped to 64%. There is a remarkable decrease in food diversity and a reduction in food reserves since some 
families have been obliged to consume stocks including planting seeds.  
 
30 to 60% of farmers have planting seeds and are actually using them during the current planting season. After 
examining livestock, they did not portray any animal diseases. Veterinary services are not operational in the region. 
Considering that the Sofia bank remains closed due to insecurity, there are no money transfer services in 
Bossangoa. While the Bossangoa central market is closed the Mbororo market is operational. An increase in the 
prices of basic foodstuff has been reported. The malnutrition situation remains stable with very few cases of severe 
acute malnutrition and moderate acute malnutrition registered. This situation however needs to be monitored 
particularly upon the return of inhabitants from the bushes.  
  

Humanitarian Response 
 

 Health 

 
A measles outbreak was declared in Bangui last month. Out of the 76 suspected measles cases in Bangui so far, 
eight tested positive. A committee composed of the Ministry of Health (MoH), WHO, UNICEF and Merlin continues 
to coordinate the measles response. The response is targeting 120,000 children aged 6 to 59 months for a 
vaccination campaign. 50,000 vaccines are available in the country augmented by an emergency order for 250,000 
more vaccines including 100,000 for routine vaccinations and 150,000 vaccines for the measles outbreak in 
Bangui. The vaccines are expected to arrive15 May.  
 

Type of assistance  
 

Assessed needs Response available Gap 

Measles vaccines 
 

120,000 children  50,000 children 58% 

 
According to Merlin, a measles response consists of 3 concomitant phases: care of affected children under five, 
monitoring of the outbreak, and prevention. The response phase focuses on providing treatment for children who 
have already been infected with the disease, aimed at reducing mortality. In collaboration with the MoH, Merlin 
identified the most vulnerable areas in Bangui which were prioritized for distribution of vitamin A supplements. 
Merlin and the MoH also provided refresher courses to health staff to ensure effective response to the outbreak. 
Data collection templates were also distributed for monitoring purposes. The MoH staff will carry out a routine 
vaccination campaign from 22 May. 
  
Between 1-2 May during assessments in the Nana Mambere province over 25 cases of suspected measles were 
reported.   Pending confirmation of the cases, coordination meetings were held with the Nana Mambere district of 
health management team (DHMT), sensitization of the population to inform them of the possible measles outbreak 
and the immediate referral of all suspected cases to the community case management site for treatment to prevent 
complications.  An outreach Expanded Programme on Immunization (EPI) is scheduled from 10 to 12 May, 
pending an extensive vaccination campaign in the region. 
 
Since the beginning of the crisis on 24 March, health coverage for three months for 141,000 people has been 
provided in the four main hospitals and health centres in Bangui, Boali, Bimbo, Begua Batangafo, Kabo and 
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Bossangoa (Ouham prefecture Sibut (Kemo prefecture), Ndele (Bamingui-Bangoran prefecture), Carnot (Mambere-
Kadei prefecture) and Paoua (Ouham-Pende prefecture). . 
 

 Food Security 

 
In response to the identified needs in May, 31,200 people in Bangui, Bambari, Kabo-Batangafo, Batalimo, Zemio 
and Sibut will receive food assistance consisting mainly of lean season distributions, assistance to refugees and 
IDPs and seed protection rations.  
 

Type of assistance  
 

Assessed needs in 
May 

Response Gap 

625 MT of food 
assistance 
 

31,200 people 8,500 people  73% 

 
94 MT of food assistance to approximately 6,000 Congolese refugees in Batalimo (South West). 
 
During the first week of May, food aid was distributed to approximately 500 people in Bangui. 
 
Food assistance comprised of cereals, pulses, oil and salt to approximately 2,000 Sudanese refugees in Bambari. 
Distributions to 8,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs) are still ongoing.  
 
16,000 vulnerable internal displaced persons will receive food assistance for three months in Kabo. 
 
As of 03 May, WFP’s food stock consists of 1,026 MT in the warehouse in Bangui, 342 MT in Bouar and 59 MT in 
Paoua and 3,272 MT in Douala, Cameroon.   
 
15,900 households (79,500 people) will receive around 227 MT of seeds, 61,000 tools as well as 150 
transformation machines for the current and lean seasons. 
 

Logistics 

 
UNHAS ensures safe access to 27 locations countrywide and is the sole means of transport to reach most parts of 
CAR which are inaccessible due to very weak infrastructure, poor road conditions and lack of security. Demand 
from the humanitarian community is high in light of the current crisis, notably to allow assessment missions. 
UNHAS also delivers cargo to remote areas inaccessible by road.  
 
In April, UNHAS undertook 107 trips, transporting 287 passengers and 23 MT of cargo. Two medical and one 
security evacuations were carried out. UNHAS also facilitated inter-agency assessment missions to Ndele, Bambari 
and Bria on 08 May.  
 
UNHAS has received US$1 million from the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) and US$525,000 from the 
United States of America.  
 
The UNHAS Special Operation is facing a shortfall of 48%, requiring US$ 3.64 million out of the total requirement 
of US$7.64 million. 

 
Type of assistance  
 

Total requirements Funding available Gap 

Air transport 
 

US$7.64 million US$3.64 million 48% 
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 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

12 water tanks with distribution kits to secure water provision at the main hospitals and health centers in Bangui will 
be installed in the coming days. 
 

Protection 

 
On 01 May, the assessment in the 5

th
 district of Bangui identified that the main protection and personal security 

risks in the district include: armed violence 36% gender based violence 32%, extortions, arbitrary arrests/detentions 
15%, movement restrictions (to other neighborhood) 11%, excessive consumption of alcohol and drugs 6%. The 
most neglected groups in the community are elderly and handicapped people. Child protection concerns include: 
no access to social services including schools and hospitals (69%), rape and other gender based violence (27%) 
and the recruitment of children into armed groups (4%). The main security risks faced by residents are: looting 
(55%), armed robbery (35%) and arbitrary occupation of houses (10%). In order to address these issues 
enumerated above, according to Ideale, sensitization campaigns need to be organized, data collection, effective 
management of violence against civilians particularly women and children and psycho-social care needs to be 
provided to victims. 
 
Child protection remains a concern for the humanitarian community who continues to engage with all parties to 
urgently sensitize, identify, protect and negotiate the release of children recruited by armed groups. In parallel, child 
protection actors address the protection needs of orphans, unaccompanied children and children released from 
armed groups in Bangui.   
 
A hotline has been set-up to support GBV victims. The Protection cluster is also planning to establish a Referral 
system.  
 

 Education 

 
The majority of schools remain closed despite the 6 May date set by the Ministry of Education to re-open schools 
that had been closed due to the security situation.  
 
An assessment in Bangui to determine how many schools have reopened, the presence of teachers, and the 
security situation for students and teachers was conducted on 08 May by the Education cluster members. The 
majority of schools remain closed despite the 06 May date set by the Ministry of Education to re-open schools that 
had been closed due to the security situation.  

 
Funding 
 
As of 10 May, FTS has registered 27 percent of contributions for the 2013 Consolidated Appeal Process (CAP). 
US$37 million has been allocated to WFP, UNHCR, UNICEF, ACTED, ACF, UNHAS, Solidarités, PU-AMI, DRC 
and OCHA (including US $12 million in carry-over from 2012). The largest donors to date include ECHO, Japan, 
Sweden, USA, Canada and CERF. An additional US$17.6 million has been provided to humanitarian actors 
outside the CAP (ICRC, MSF) 
 
The 2013 CAP originally launched in November 2012 requested US$129 million to assist 646,000 people. In 
March, prior to the take-over of Bangui and western CAR, humanitarians estimated that an additional amount of 
US$42 million was required to address new needs.  It is anticipated that this amount may increase further in light of 

the most recent developments, given the increase in needs on the ground and the loss of operational capacity by NGO 
and UN.  

 
The Humanitarian Coordinator has activated the CAR Common Humanitarian Fund (CHF) to provide funding in 
response to most critical needs. As of today, the fund has received a US$ 1,272,000 contribution from Ireland 
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(IrishAid). In addition, the Swedish International Development Agency (SIDA) has pledged a contribution of US$ 
3,074,558. Several applications are currently under review.  
 
United Nations Agencies in CAR submitted 11 projects for consideration for CERF funding on 1 May, covering the 
following Clusters: Food Security, Protection, Child Protection, Health, Nutrition, WASH, Information Technology 
and Logistics.  The submission included projects from FAO, UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP, WHO, UNDP and UNFPA for 
a total amount of amount of US$7,3 million .  
CAP 2013 status 
 

 

 

 
Source: FTS Source: FTS 

 
 
 
 
 
All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of 
cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@un.org 
 

Amount requested

Gap:

Funded:

136,2$   

99,2$      

37,0$      

27%

Financement par secteur

COORDINATION AND SUPPORT SERVICES 

-                     6,11                  6,11 -                 

% Financé Fonds Requis Financement Non Couvert

2,12                  -                     2,12                  

CLUSTER NOT YET SPECIFIED 0%

MULTI-SECTOR ASSISTANCE TO 

REFUGEES 

PROTECTION 

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE 

FOOD SECURITY 16,68                

17,32                

13,94                

14,09                

(en million de $US)

46%

15%

21%

5%

14,26                

3,68                  

0,77                  

0,49                  

2,85                  

3,40                  

5,33                  

30,94                

20,50                

17,62                

14,86                

7,53                  

4,57                  

4,42                  

12,42                

10,39                

7,96                  

5,76                  

LOGISTICS 

NUTRITION 

EMERGENCY SHELTER 

EARLY RECOVERY 5,19                  5,19                  

2,60                  0,88                  1,72                  

0%EMERGENCY TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

27%

43%

23%

0%

0%

EDUCATION 

34%

HEALTH 

1,34                  

-                     

-                     

5,33                  

4% 12,91                

3,18                  

For further information, please contact:  

Amy Martin, Head of Office, martin23@un.org, Cell +236 7055 4141 

Laura Fultang, Information Officer, fultangl@un.org, Cell: +237 7009 5210 

For more information, please visit: www.unocha.org, www.reliefweb.int 
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