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This report is produced by OCHA Regional Office for the Pacific (ROP) in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA ROP 
and covers the period from 16 to 22 May 2014. The next report will be issued on or around 30 May 2014. 

Highlights 
• Over 2,500 people remain in eight evacuation centres 

in Honiara. 
• 1,663 households in Santa Isabel have major damage 

to food gardens. 
• 22 affected schools need to be immediately refurbished 

and reconstructed, and 12 schools in Guadalcanal are 
without regular access to drinking water. 

• Civil unrest was reported in east Honiara impacting aid 
operations. 

• A Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) grant 
totaling US$1.8 million has been approved to support 
health, nutrition and WASH activities. 

• Revisions to the Humanitarian Action Plan are 
underway to include both humanitarian and recovery 
activities. 

2,500 
Displaced people 
remain in eight 

evacuation centres 

25,000 
Affected people do not 
have access to regular 

clean water 

22 
Schools need to be 

refurbished and 
reconstructed 

Source: NDMO, UNICEF, OCHA ROP 

Situation Overview 
There are 2,566 people remaining in around eight evacuation centres (ECs) in Honiara. The Government continues 
to classify internally displaced people (IDPs) into three groups to encourage returns to communities and to allocate 
support based on levels of impact. There is no official government decision on land entitlements for IDPs with 
destroyed homes and the delay is frustrating evacuee rights groups. 
On 16 and 17 May, civil unrest was reported in east Honiara near Panatina Pavilion and Festival of Pacific Arts 
(FOPA) village ECs. Roadblocks were erected and businesses were looted and burned. Additional police were 
deployed to the area, with businesses closed and movement restricted. The UN is concerned by the impacts to aid 
operations and the National Disaster Council (NDC) has recommended that a permanent police post be 
established at FOPA, with 24 hour private security services. 
The Ministry of Health and Medical Services (MHMS) has been requested by NDC to provide onsite medical 
services at FOPA. Diarrhea cases continue to be a concern, particularly in east and west Guadalcanal Province 
(GP). Malaria cases have increased to 112 in Honiara and 60 in GP, with increased rates of influenza-like-illness 
(ILI) in GP. 
Assessments in Santa Isabel have revealed major damage to the food gardens of 1,663 households, with 
assessments in Malaita ongoing. The Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock (MAL) has assessed peri-urban areas in 
Honiara and found most affected households have initiated their own recovery by planting crops. 
Revisions to the Humanitarian Action Plan are underway and will be made based on updated assessment 
information, with the document split into two parts covering humanitarian and recovery activities. The review will be 
overseen by the NDMO and the Ministry of Development, Planning and Aid Coordination (MDPAC) with the support 
of OCHA and UNDP. 
A Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) grant totaling US$1.8 million has been approved to undertake 
health, nutrition and WASH activities over a three to four month period. 
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Funding 
Total contributions to the Humanitarian Action Plan (HAP) have been recorded by the Ministry of Development 
Planning and Aid Coordination (MDPAC) as SBD 27.3 million in-kind and SBD 33.5 million cash, with SBD 11.7 
million cash pledges. The HAP funding requirement for emergency needs is SBD 99.5 million and can be 
downloaded at http://bit.ly/1uD3Tu3 

Country Sum of Cash 
Pledges (SBD)  

Sum of Cash  
(SBD) 

Sum of In-Kind 
Value (SBD) 

Australia - 18,909,777 17,272,014 

China 100,000 - 1,380,000 

EU - - 3,685,067 

Japan - - 1,000,000 

Nauru - 204,710 - 

New Zealand 10,058,941 - 529,380 

Papua New Guinea - 4,200,000 - 

Solomon Is, PNG, Vanuatu, Fiji - 31,000 - 

Solomon Islands 1,463,620 6,614,194 35,000 

Taiwan - 1,454,479 - 

Turkey - 218,172 - 

United Kingdom - - 3,333,333 

USA - 1,818,099 - 

Other 72,724 - 94,000 

Total 11,695,285 33,450,431 27,328,794 

 
A Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) grant totaling US $1,776,123 has been approved to undertake 
reproductive health (UNFPA), health (WHO) and WASH, immunization and nutrition activities (UNICEF) over a 
three to four month period. 

Humanitarian Needs and Response 
The Government is leading response efforts across all clusters supported by humanitarian partners. 

Shelter 
Needs: 
• The number of IDPs has reduced to 2,566 across eight evacuation centres in 

Honiara as of 21 May. 
• 16 per cent of 7,034 households (36,095 people) in GP have been assessed as 

badly damaged (Category 3-4), with 40 per cent of kitchens destroyed. 
Response: 
• The NDMO is prioritising the consolidation of IDPs from Mbokonavera School and Holy Cross into the Festival 

of Pacific Arts (FOPA) site, with FOPA and the Rove Police Club intended as transition sites until IDPs can be 
returned home or to their place of origin. 

• World Vision International (WVI) and the Solomon Islands Red Cross (SIRC) are conducting shelter 
assessments in GP, with 90 per cent of the affected population assessed. 

• WVI will complete non-food item (NFI) distribution in Honiara by the end of May. 
• An IDP advisor from Ethiopia will arrive in coming days to support the NDMO. 
Gaps & Constraints 
• The shelter cluster postponed IDP assessments on 20 May as a precaution due to the security situation in 

Honiara. 
• The Holy Cross EC needs to be vacated as the church owners require the facility from next week. 

2,566 
IDPs in eight centres 

http://bit.ly/1uD3Tu3
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 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 
Needs: 
• Access to regular clean drinking water is required for around 25,000 affected 

people in Honiara ECs and GP communities. 
• Basic hygiene awareness is needed in affected populations, including household 

water treatment. 
• Water supply and sanitation facilities need to be improved at schools and health 

clinics, and water quality monitoring is needed to prevent the spread of disease. 
Response: 
• Water trucking operations continue in Honiara and are expanding to east and west GP, with new locations 

identified for water purification units. WVI has two units operating in GP, with 5,000 people reached by water 
distributions each week. SIRC has two units in Honiara and one in west GP, with water distributions reaching 
around 7,000 people per week. 

• NDMO is distributing water tanks to Honiara communities for rainwater harvesting. 
• The well cleaning program continues in Burns Creek and east GP, and has begun in west GP. WVI cleaned 

220 household wells in the first phase, which are to be refilled and relined in the second and third phases. 
Save the Children have cleaned 172 wells. 

• 14,000 information, education and communication materials on personal hygiene, protection and health have 
been reprinted and are available for distribution. 

• Water quality monitoring support from the Rural WASH program is being provided to the National Referral 
Hospital (NRH). 

Gaps & Constraints: 
• Water deliveries to several ECs and communities were disrupted for three days from 17 May in east GP and 

Honiara due to security issues. 
• Tank distribution in GP is slow as trucks, drivers and funds are needed. 
• Assessment data from affected areas is needed to plan and provide resources for the well improvement 

program. 
• A water quality monitoring plan and resource allocation is needed, as well as household treatment information 

materials, facilitator training, and a distribution plan for purification tablets. 
• Wells are mainly uncovered and the water quality is not guaranteed, with improved plans needed for well 

construction and borehole drilling. 
• The Solomon Islands Water Authority supply in Honiara and areas of GP is still under a boil notice. 

 Health & Nutrition 
Needs: 
• Flood-affected health facilities are still in need of repair. 
• Vulnerable groups remain a priority, including children, adolescents and pregnant 

women. 
• Nutrition-related intervention is required, as well as the management of malnutrition 

cases admitted to hospital which are mainly children with chronic illnesses. 
• Between 12 to 18 May, watery diarrhea cases decreased to 373 in Honiara, but increased to 331 in GP, 

particularly in the east and west. Malaria cases increased to 112 in Honiara and 60 in GP, with increased rates 
of influenza-like-illness (ILI) in GP, with 225 cases. 

Response: 
• A Ministry of Health and Medical Services (MHMS) mass measles immunisation campaign has commenced 

and includes rubella, vitamin A and deworming. 
• Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) continue to work with HCC to provide health support in evacuation centres. 
• Adolescent health outreach activities are being conducted by the MHMS reproductive health unit and the 

Solomon Islands Planned Parenthood Association (SIPPA). 
• An Australian medical team is supporting NRH, and WHO is supporting two mobile clinics in Honiara. 
• UNICEF and WHO are working together to prepare a nutrition assessment in affected communities which will 

involve a questionnaire and anthropometric data collection to assess malnutrition. 
• WHO is working with MHMS and UNICEF to prepare guidelines, protocols and training on malnutrition at 

NRH. 

12,000 
People reached each 

week by SIRC and WV 
water distributions 

704 
Watery diarrhea cases 

in Honiara and GP 
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• UNICEF plans to conduct a six month pilot for the assessment and treatment of malnutrition at both the clinical 
and community level. 

Gaps & Constraints: 
• All flood-affected health clinics in Honiara are yet to become fully functional. 
• In order to implement projects outlined in the Humanitarian Action Plan, additional funds are required. 

 Food Security & Livelihoods 
Needs: 

• 1,663 households in Santa Isabel have major damage (75 to 100 per cent) to food 
gardens, mostly root crops such as kumara and cassava. 

• Oxfam has registered 394 households for livelihood support, which is 22 percent 
higher than the 322 households identified in initial multi-cluster rapid assessments. 

Response: 

• UNDP will provide US$60,000 to NDMO from OCHA's emergency fund to cover food distributions to 500 
vulnerable families for one month. 

• The Malaita response plan is still under development by the Provincial Disaster Committee. 
• Upon request from the NDMO, the Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock has surveyed the level of recovery in 

peri-urban areas of Honiara from White River to the Mataniko River and found most people have initiated their 
own recovery by planting crops, including cassava, sweet potatoes and vegetables. 

• On 14 May, Oxfam started registering and delivering livelihood kits to beneficiaries together with WVI, with 
around 400 kits delivered. 

• UNDP is exploring additional support to World Vision and Oxfam for their ongoing early recovery work to 
address gaps through its Strongem Waka lo Communiti fo Kaikai (SWoCK) project. 

• ILO has submitted a further proposal to secure funds to rollout cash-for-work initiatives in other communities, 
changing the focus from supporting individual households to activities that support wider communities, such as 
clearing debris and digging drains. 

Gaps & Constraints: 
• There is a lack of baseline data on food security in the Solomon Islands, as the country does not have an 

agricultural census, and limited information is held on the number and activities of small-scale fishermen. 
• Honiara surveys were delayed by one day due to tensions in Honiara. 

 Education 
Needs: 

• 22 schools need to be immediately refurbished and reconstructed. 
• 12 schools in Guadalcanal do not have regular access to clean drinking water. 
• Targeted support is needed for school students and teachers. 
• Sanitation facilities at one school in Honiara, previously used as an evacuation 

centre, is yet to be repaired due to extensive damage. 
Response: 
• Eight schools have received food supplies as part of the school feeding programme funded by OCHA’s cash 

grant. 
• With the support of UNICEF, an order has been placed to ship additional school-in-a-boxes, recreational kits, 

and school back packs to at least eight schools in Honiara and GP. 
• The Ministry of Education and Human Resource Development (MEHRD) has completed the distribution of 

reprinted and replaced curriculum materials to eight schools in GP. 
• Save the Children has confirmed 14 schools in GP will receive training on psychosocial support for teachers, 

as well as disaster risk reduction and education in emergencies training, including a hazard vulnerability and 
capacity assessment. 

• WVI has completed the training of eight Child Friendly Space (CFS) facilitators in four schools and 
communities in GP. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

• Contractual agreements for the repair and refurbishment of 22 schools are yet to be finalised by MEHRD. 
• There remains a gap in the provision of clean drinking water to 12 schools in Guadalcanal. 
• Assessment forms from the interior and Weather Coast of GP are yet to be quantified. 

1,633 
Households in Isabel 

report major damage to 
food gardens 

12 
Schools in Guadalcanal 

are without regular 
access to drinking water 
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• There is a lack of capacity within MEHRD to support early recovery work. 

Protection 
Needs: 

• More than 50,000 people affected by the floods need protection, including those in 
ECs, those in places of return or usual residence, and those who remained in place 
of usual residence. 

• Exact number of affected children is unavailable, however UNICEF are estimating 
24,000 children under-five are living in ECs and affected areas, with all in need of 
safe spaces, psycho-social support (PSS) and other basic health and support. 

• Several cases of sexual gender-based violence (SGBV) and child protection (CP) issues in ECs have been 
formally and informally reported, but further information on the overall incidence of cases in affected 
communities and informal displacement situations is required. 

• There is a need for quality assurance of Child Friendly Space (CFS) activities across implementing agencies. 
Response: 

• Protection assessments are on-going. 
• Oxfam has prepared 1,250 GBV kits for distribution and MHMS has received post-rape medical supplies and 

equipment for Honiara and GP medical facilities. 
• WVI is distributing 1,500 dignity kits, containing lava-lavas, sanitary pads, soap and underwear. 
• CFSs are in place at FOPA, Holy Cross and Rove Police Club, with CFS activities planned to commence in 14 

areas of return. 
• To ensure information and services are accessible to women in areas of return, Women Friendly Spaces have 

been established alongside CFS in 10 target communities with the support of WVI, UNICEF, UNFPA, Save 
the Children, MEHRD, National Youth Council, and the IDP and Welfare Cluster. 

Gaps & Constraints 
• Limited protection presence and an overstretched CP capacity, which is impacting the integration of protection 

principles into activities. 
• Complaints processes, community engagement and information dissemination mechanisms have not yet been 

established in all ECs and areas of return, with support needed to identify and strengthen community 
protection mechanisms. 

• Unmet needs exist for specialist counselling and support for survivors, and for both general and targeted PSS. 
• Security in ECs and areas of return needs improvement, especially in swimming and WASH areas. 
• Referral pathways for inter-agency CP/GBV case management, reporting and referrals are inadequate, with 

insufficient information available. 

General Coordination 
A meeting was held between the National Disaster Operations Committee and the National Disaster Council on 20 
May to discuss the status of ECs and the IDP return process. On 21 May, an inter-cluster working group meeting 
was held to discuss IDPs, the HAP revision and water and NFI distributions. The Pacific Humanitarian Team 
continues to meet weekly on cluster coordination support to Government ministries. Revisions to the Humanitarian 
Action Plan will be overseen by the NDMO with support from OCHA and UNDP. 

1,250 
GBV kits to be 

distributed by Oxfam 

For further information, please contact: 
Sune Gudnitz, Head of Office, OCHA ROP, gudnitz@un.org, Mobile: +679 999 1664 (Suva) 
Aslam Khan, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA, khan136@un.org, Mobile: +677 870 0266 (Honiara) 
Elisabeth McLeod, Public Information Officer, OCHA ROP, mcleode@un.org, Mobile: +679 999 1423 (Suva) 
For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/rop or http://reliefweb.int/country/slb or https://pht.humanitarianresponse.info/  
To be added to this Situation Report mailing list, please subscribe at http://eepurl.com/FL8UP 

mailto:gudnitz@un.org
mailto:khan136@un.org
mailto:mcleode@un.org
http://www.unocha.org/rop/
http://reliefweb.int/country/slb
https://pht.humanitarianresponse.info/emergencies/solomon-islands-flash-floods-april-2014
http://eepurl.com/FL8UP

