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This report is produced by OCHA Regional Office for the Pacific (ROP) in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA ROP 
and covers the period from 19 to 25 April 2014. The next report will be issued on or around 2 May 2014. 

Highlights 
 Approximately 8,500 displaced people remain in 14 

evacuation centres in Honiara and Guadalcanal 
Province (GP), with around 16 per cent returning home. 

 Joint multi-agency assessment is nearly complete in 
Honiara areas of return. 

 Approximately 246 houses destroyed and 50 damaged 
based on assessments in Honiara. 

 Increasing cases of diarrhea, acute fever and rash, 
influenza-like-illness and dengue reported in Honiara 
and Guadalcanal. 

 Estimated 25 per cent of wells need repair in Honiara, 
while an estimated 60 per cent of affected people in GP 
are not reached by water deliveries. 

 UNDAC team has begun assessment of gold mine 
tailings dam. 

 Preliminary HAP funding requirements for 68 response 
activities across seven clusters totals USD 24 million, 
with unmet funding of USD 21 million. 
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Source: NDMO, WHO, MHMS, OCHA ROP 

Situation Overview 
As of 25 April, around 8,500 people remain displaced in 14 evacuation centres (ECs) in Honiara and Guadalcanal 
Province (GP). The Government is consolidating the number of ECs in order to streamline management and 
distributions, and allow all schools to reopen. Seven schools are still being used as ECs, while seven schools used 
as ECs are closed for rehabilitation. All other unaffected schools were reopened on 22 April. 

Efforts to return displaced people to their places of origin are continuing, with an estimated 1,600 or 16 per cent of 
people returning home. The Government has approved a standard assistance package to be used by all agencies 
for voluntary return distributions. The package includes a combination of hygiene, livelihood and shelter kits, and 
food rations with a cooking set. Standardisation was required to prevent tensions in centres and communities due 
to perceived unequal distributions. The Government has had to quell rumours of a cash payment to people 
remaining in ECs, which has been factored into the decision by many not to return home. Most displaced people 
who lost their homes were living in settlements in Honiara, and this has challenged the Government in finding 
durable solutions. 

Joint multi-agency teams are continuing assessments in Honiara and GP. Impacts have been narrowed to areas 
along major river systems and the Guadalcanal Plains. Preliminary household assessments indicate minimal 
damage to most homes, with only 246 houses destroyed in Honiara and an estimated 10 per cent destroyed in GP. 
A health assessment of 125 communities across northern GP between 8-16 April highlighted needs across health, 
WASH and food security. The report found that only 10 per cent of assessed communities have clean water, 28 per 
cent have a functional toilet, and 4 per cent have adequate food, with only 27 per cent receiving food aid. Health 
and nutrition is a concern due to increasing rates of malnutrition, diarrhea, influenza-like-illness and dengue. 

A heavy rain alert is currently in place for all Provinces due to a slow-moving trough. Seismic activity continues, 
with four earthquakes measuring over 6.0 magnitude, although no reports of damage or tsunamis. 
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Funding 
Preliminary funding requirements for 68 response activities across seven clusters in the Humanitarian Action Plan 
(HAP) total USD 24 million, with unmet funds of USD 21 million. The HAP is yet to be finalised and funding 
requirements are expected to reduce once longer term programming is separated from immediate response 
activities, particularly those outlined in the Food Security and Livelihoods cluster. 
 
OCHA has released a US$100,000 emergency cash grant to provide hot meals to children in nine flood-affected 
primary schools and to procure nutritional food for vulnerable displaced people in ECs, including the sick, elderly, 
children under five and pregnant and lactating women. 

Humanitarian Needs and Response 
The Government is leading response efforts across all clusters supported by humanitarian partners. 

Logistics 

Response: 

 Honiara City Council (HCC) World Vision, Oxfam, ADRA and Save the Children are providing trucks and four 
wheel drives to assist the Government in returning displaced people to their homes. 

 The Logistics Cluster has drafted a Logistics Cluster Operating Framework confirming the procedures and 
points of contacts for tracking supplies and distributions. 

 The National Disaster Management Office (NDMO) and Logistics Cluster have sourced a warehouse in 
Honiara for shared use. 

 NDMO has sourced a person from Customs to act as the focal point for customs clearances. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Shelter cluster analysis shows shortfalls in shelter tool kits, kitchen kits, blankets, and sleeping mats. 
 To distribute supplies to isolated areas around GP, it will be necessary to charter a vessel or pay for tonnage 

on commercial vessels. 
 Solomon Islands Red Cross (SIRC) require additional trucks to transport water. 
 Road blocks have been set-up on bridges west and east of Honiara demanding money from road users. 

Shelter 

Needs: 

 Revised analysis of assessments by the Ministry of Lands, Housing and Surveys 
(MLHS) identified 246 houses (revised down from 253) completely destroyed in 
Honiara, with significant damage in Koa Hill. 

 A multi-sector assessment conducted in Honiara areas of return identified that over 
80 per cent of houses have only minor damage, with around 50 houses, mostly 
around the Mataniko River, requiring major repairs. 

 World Vision International (WVI) and SIRC are assessing GP, with preliminary estimates of the 1,145 affected 
households assessed indicating that 25 per cent (285 houses) have major damage and 10 per cent (115 
homes) are completely destroyed. It is estimated that 10 to 25 per cent will require emergency shelter kits for 
repairs, and 75 per cent will require non-food items. 

 The Government remains committed to reducing numbers of displaced people in Honiara ECs and 
implementing a returns process with assistance packages. 

Response: 

 The return process is being coordinated and executed by NDMO with support from HCC and NGO personnel 
and vehicles. 

 Evacuees who are unable to return to their homes and communities are being relocated to the Festival of 
Pacific Arts (FOPA) and the Police Club. 

 Non-food item distributions to ECs are continuing, including blankets, family kits, sleeping mats and mosquito 
nets. 

 Shelter kits and non-food item distributions by SIRC and WVI commenced in GP on 20 April, with support from 
Oxfam, Save the Children and ADRA. 

 Shelter gap analysis of stock available and projected needs has been undertaken with Logistics cluster. 

10% 
Of affected houses 
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destroyed 
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 SPC geo-hazard assessment is now complete in flood-affected areas to determine whether it is safe for 
displaced people to return and to inform the establishment of no build areas. 

 MLHS has identified potential sites for both transitional and permanent shelter solutions. 

Gaps & Constraints 

 Lack of regular data flow on assessments and distributions in GP. 
 No plan is available for immediate and longer term transitional shelter arrangements for people unable to 

return to their home or place of origin. 
 Stock needs assessment identified potential shortages in shelter kits and cooking sets. 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

Needs: 

 WASH assessments are needed in affected communities. 
 Estimated 60 per cent of affected people in GP are not being reached by water 

deliveries. 
 Initial assessments in Honiara reveal an estimated 25 per cent of wells need repair 

and rehabilitation, with remaining wells requiring only cleaning and chlorination. 
 Urgent action needed to clean household water sources and improve water quality. 
 Additional and functioning latrines required in ECs, health facilities and schools. 
 Garbage disposal and management needed in crowded ECs. 
 Increased awareness of proper hygiene practices in affected communities. 

Response: 

 Average of 25,000 to 40,000 litres of water is delivered to Honiara ECs each day. 
 Water is still being delivered to evacuation centres based on 5 litres per person per day. 
 10 wells cleaned in Burns Creek, Honiara, and 15 in GP by WASH cluster partners. 
 WASH cluster responded to reports of diarrhea in White River and found people were consuming unsafe water 

from a nearby creek. 
 13 latrines have been provided  at FOPA 
 UNICEF WASH kits distributed to 1,000 people in east and west Guadalcanal. 
 Assessments in GP are due to be completed in 10 days. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Chlorination is needed for EC and health clinic water tanks. 
 Most people in GP rely on hand dug wells and bore holes, which are not safe and require urgent cleaning. 
 Many areas of Honiara are not covered by the reticulated water system and are also dependent on dug wells. 
 Funding to maintain current levels of water delivery to ECs is not available after May. 
 In preparation for return, people in ECs to be trained in household water treatment and storage. 
 Transportation is needed to transport hygiene promotion volunteers. 

 Health & Nutrition 

Needs: 

 Investigation of clinical malnutrition and improvement of nutrition assessment 
procedures, with reports of malnutrition in children at National Referral Hospital 
(NRH). 

 Response to increases in diarrhea cases, with the Ministry of Health and Medical 
Services (MHMS) reporting 430 watery diarrhea and 31 bloody diarrhea cases 
between 14 to 20 April in Honiara, with White River the most affected area. There were 85 watery diarrhea 
and 18 bloody diarrhea cases in GP in the same period. 

 Strengthening and expansion of early warning disease surveillance and outbreak response, with increases in 
the last week of diarrhea (564), acute fever and rash (10), influenza-like-illness (344) and dengue-like-illness 
(67) in Honiara and GP. 

 Cascade urgent messaging to affected people on emerging health issues. 

Response: 

 Cluster continued to support mobile clinics to ECs, which have been reduced from three to two. 
 Three damaged health clinics in Honiara have been cleaned by volunteers, with all other clinics operating 

normally. 

25,000 – 
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 Health and nutrition cluster partners are part of joint assessment teams. 
 NRH is investigating cases of malnutrition, with training and support from WHO. 
 UNFPA finished distributing dignity kits throughout Honiara and will continue in GP. 
 Improved treatment of diarrhea cases at NRH, with a diarrhea desk set-up. 
 MHMS and WHO hosted a media forum on 23 April to engage the media on health and nutrition issues. 
 Health talks were held in 22 villages in west Guadalcanal and in 35 villages in the Guadalcanal Plains. 
 Health promotion volunteers from Red Cross, World Vision and other partners were trained to cascade health 

messages to affected communities in Honiara and GP. 
 Cluster is working to improve cold chain storage facilities for vaccine supplies. 
 A Taiwanese health team is visiting ECs, and MSF continue to provide clinical and psychological services. 
 New Zealand and Australia medical team will begin a second rotation with a nutrition specialist. 
 40 Youth at Work volunteers were trained in conducting nutrition assessments in Honiara and GP. 
 UNICEF is providing multiple micronutrients for 4,800 children aged 6 months to 12 years to address nutrition 

deficiencies, and World Vision is providing funds for fruit in child-friendly spaces in ECs. 
 Mobile clinics in HCC are distributing Vitamin A to children aged six to 59 months to boost immunity against 

infectious diseases. 
 OCHA has provided emergency funding through UNICEF to support the NDMO and the Ministry of Education 

and Human Resource Development (MEHRD) in procuring local food to supplement the existing food basket 
in ECs and a schools feeding programme. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Mental health management requires additional support. 
 The nutritional quality of food aid to ECs is poor, particularly for children under-five and pregnant and lactating 

women. 
 Funding to maintain required levels of outreach and mobile clinic coverage. 
 Funding is needed to begin nutrition assessments which are currently conducted in select communities only. 

 Food Security & Livelihoods 

Needs: 

 Assessment on impacts to food security and livelihoods sector. 
 Provision of food aid to affected people in evacuation centres in Honiara and GP. 
 Planting materials and seeds to reestablish food gardens. 
 Livelihood support for affected communities. 

Response 

 The NDMO continues to distribute food aid to Honiara and accessible areas of GP. 
 The Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock (MAL) has completed an initial rapid assessment of Honiara and GP 

with results expected in coming days. Assessments are also underway by the Ministry of Commerce and the 
Ministry of Fisheries. 

 A multi-agency initial damage assessment, including agriculture, is being undertaken in GP. 
 Oxfam is monitoring vegetable market prices in Honiara, with results indicating a two to three fold price 

increase for some staple vegetables and diminishing variety. 
 ILO is implementing a cash-for-work programme to provide short-term livelihood support through debris 

clearing, with 103 people registered in GP. 
 Tear Fund/Ola Fou is targeting four communities in GP with a six month cash-for-work programme to 

rehabilitate agricultural livelihoods and provide household support packages, including tools and seeds. 
 World Vision is providing 1,000 livelihood kits to communities in GP, while Oxfam is planning to procure and 

distribute 1,500 livelihoods kits to households in east and west GP. 
 Australia is providing funding to Solo Enviro Beautification, a small NGO with greenhouse facilities and 25 

trainee horticulturalists, to produce 214,000 vegetable seedlings and cuttings for distribution. 

Gaps & Constraints 

 NDMO food aid supplies cover one month only and the budget for additional food has been exhausted. 
 Some areas of GP remain inaccessible which is restricting food aid deliveries. 
 Mapping of various stakeholders’ recovery activities is needed to ensure coordination and coverage. 
 Cash-for-work rates need to be harmonized to prevent distortions, migration and conflict. 
 There are unmet needs in the area of livestock, particularly for feed and restocking. 
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 Education 

Needs: 

 Education cluster needs assessment found 60 of 196 primary and secondary 
schools, and 25 of 88 ECCE centres are damaged to varying degrees in Honiara 
and GP. 

 Ruavatu Secondary School has been temporarily closed due to flood damage and a 
temporary boarding school is needed for more than 500 students. 

 Seven schools are still being used as evacuation centres and seven school ECs 
have been closed for refurbishment before classes can begin. 

Response: 

 MEHRD reopened all unaffected schools on 22 April. Discussions are continuing with relevant partners to 
establish a clear deadline for schools used as evacuation centres to be vacated and cleaned. 

 Assessment of schools in Guadalcanal is ongoing and data continues to be analysed. 
 UNICEF has set-up three tents at FOPA and two tents at Holy Cross to be used as safe spaces for child 

learning and play, including five early childhood kits, two recreation kits and one school-in-a-box. 
 Data continues to be collected on the number of schools open and on student attendance rates for targeted 

support. 
 OCHA has approved an emergency cash grant to support a school feeding programme at nine affected 

primary schools. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Access to remote schools in Guadalcanal to collect data on damage and school attendance is a challenge. 
 Although classes officially resumed on 22 April, most flood-affected schools and seven schools used as ECs 

remain unavailable to students. 

Protection 

Needs: 

 Comprehensive protection needs assessment in areas of return, relocation and 
displacement. 

 Information dissemination and consultation with affected communities, particularly 
on return and relocation policies, plans and timelines. 

 Increased safety and security within ECs and in places of return and relocation to 
mitigate conflict, violence and crime levels. 

 Prevention of gender-based violence (GBV) and strengthening of capacity in GBV and child protection. 
 HCC reported around 4,000 displaced people are children aged 0-16 years. 
 Psychosocial support for affected populations. 

Response: 

 Protection cluster is involved in ongoing multi-agency joint assessment for areas of return in Honiara. 
 UNICEF tents have been erected at ECs to be used for protective and learning spaces. 
 World Vision and Oxfam are setting up women-friendly and child-friendly spaces in ECs. 
 UNFPA has conducted awareness-raising to adolescents on violence against women, and sexual and 

reproductive health and rights. 
 UNFPA, MHMS and the Solomon Islands Planned Parenthood Association are coordinating GBV briefings 

and planning to activate the Safenet community of practice. 
 UNICEF, Save the Children and World Vision staff trained 40 people on psychosocial support, with activities 

scheduled for roll out in ECs next week. MSF is also providing psychosocial support. 

Gaps & Constraints 

 Limited information on sex and age disaggregated data and vulnerable populations. 
 Information dissemination and consultation with affected communities. 
 Safety and security within ECs and places of return, especially for women and children, as UNDSS is reporting 

tensions over relief distributions. 
 Ongoing distribution of dignity kits, as well as special needs items (such as mobility aids). 
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Background on the crisis 
Three days of heavy rain from a tropical depression (Tropical Cyclone Ita) caused severe flooding in the Solomon Islands. There are 22 
confirmed deaths, with over 50,000 people affected. The worst affected area is the capital, Honiara, after the Mataniko River burst its banks 
on 3 April, washing away houses and damaging infrastructure, affecting an estimated 12,000 people. At the peak of the crisis, there were 
around 10,000 people displaced in nearly 30 evacuation centres. Other affected provinces include Malaita and Isabel, with reports of 
damage to infrastructure, food gardens and water sources. On 3 April, the Government declared Honiara and Guadalcanal a disaster zone 
and on 5 April, the Government requested the regional support of the Pacific Humanitarian Team. Aid personnel and supplies began 
arriving from 6 April after Honiara International Airport reopened. The Government is leading the response with the support of Red Cross, 
national and international non-governmental organizations, UN agencies and donor partners. 

General Coordination 
The NDC continues to lead response efforts and the National Emergency Operations Centre (NEOC) remains 
active. The NEOC is liaising with HCC and GP who are coordinating the response in their respective areas.The 
Pacific Humanitarian Team and international personnel from various agencies continue to support national cluster 
leads and in-country organizations, including UN agencies, International Federation of Red Cross and international 
NGOs. OCHA has four personnel deployed to Honiara to support coordination and information management, with 
two staff returning to Suva next week. 

The Humanitarian Action Plan has received preliminary endorsement by the National Disaster Council (NDC) and 
will be released in coming days with all clusters providing a list of activities and funding requirements to meet the 
immediate needs of the affected population. 

A two-phased Post-Disaster Needs Assessment, led by the World Bank and supported by UNDP and FAO, is due 
to commence next week to determine longer-term recovery and reconstruction requirements. 

UNDAC 
A United Nations Disaster Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC) team, supported by the European 
Commission’s Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection department, has assembled in Honiara to begin an 
assessment of the Gold Ridge tailings dam. Water levels at the dam are high following heavy rains earlier this 
month and there is a need to dewater the pond. Water samples were taken on 24 April to determine if water could 
be safely released. The team will continue assessment activities into the first week of May. 

 

For further information, please contact: 

Greg Grimsich, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA ROP, grimsich@un.org, Mobile: +677 870 0266 (Honiara) 

Elisabeth McLeod, Public Information Officer, OCHA ROP, mcleode@un.org, Mobile: +677 785 3265 (Honiara) 

 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/rop or http://reliefweb.int/country/slb or https://pht.humanitarianresponse.info/  

To be added to this Situation Report mailing list, please subscribe at http://eepurl.com/FL8UP 


