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This report is produced by OCHA Regional Office for the Pacific (ROP) in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA ROP 
and covers the period from 7 to 10 April 2014. The next report will be issued on or around 12 April 2014. 

Highlights 

 Number of confirmed deaths has been revised 
down to 21 after verification by Police. 

 52,000 people remain affected in the worst-hit areas 
of Honiara and greater Guadalacanal. 

 24 evacuation centres are operational with over 
9,000 people. 

 Signs of disease outbreaks are starting to emerge 
in evacuation centres, particularly in children. 

 41 schools have been damaged by flooding. 

 Red Cross and non-governmental organizations are 
working together to support the Government in 
managing evacuation centres and distributing relief 
supplies. 

 Evacuation centre plan has been developed to 
guide shelter management. 

 International assistance is starting to arrive from 
donor countries. 

 A response plan is currently being drafted. 

9,000 
People in 
evacuation centres 

21 
Fatalities 

41 
Schools damaged 
by flooding 

Source: Solomon Islands NDMO, OCHA ROP 

Situation Overview 
The Government continues to lead response efforts with the support of the Red Cross, national and international 
non-governmental organizations (NGOs), UN agencies and donor partners. A disaster declaration remains in place 
for Honiara and greater Guadalacanal. On 8 April, the Government issued an all-clear for flood affected areas 
allowing people to return to their properties for the first time. 

The death toll has been revised down to 21, with two people missing, after figures were re-verified by the Royal 
Solomon Islands Police Force. There remains an estimated 52,000 people affected in Honiara and other areas of 
Guadalcanal. The registration of evacuees in 24 centres is now complete, with 9,000 people displaced. Oxfam, 
Save the Children, Solomon Islands Red Cross (SIRC), World Vision, ADRA and UN agencies are supporting the 
Government in managing evacuation centres and distributing relief supplies. Aid agencies report that pre-
positioned stocks are nearly exhausted and there are not enough supplies for all affected people. 

There are concerns over-crowding and the uneven distribution of relief items may lead to security issues. Diarrhea, 
conjunctivitis and respiratory infections are being reported, particularly in children. A number of displaced people 
from other affected areas of Guadalcanal have travelled to Honiara to receive assistance. Honiara City Council 
(HCC) is encouraging people to return home. Partners have worked together to draft an evacuation centre plan to 
provide guidance to public servants managing shelters. 

Initial damage assessments of affected communities in Guadalcanal and Isabel are underway. The National 
Disaster Management Office (NDMO) has requested all detailed sectoral assessments be submitted by 22 April. 
Pacific Humanitarian Team members are providing technical advice to existing national clusters. International 
assistance is starting to flow in from aid agencies and donor countries and a draft response plan is being 
developed.  
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International assistance 
The Government of the Solomon Islands allocated SBD 5,000,000 (USD 687,000) in emergency funds to support 
response efforts. The table below summarises international in-kind and cash assistance received as at 8 April: 

Donor Description of Assistance Date 
In-Kind 

(US$) 
Cash-Grant 

(US$) 

Sector/ 

Cluster 
Partners 

Australia AUD$50,000 04-Apr 46,775    

UNFPA Relief supplies including: 10,000 dignity kits initially for 
the 10,000 people displaced in evacuation centers, but 
more likely in future 

07-Apr tbc  Health MoH 

New Zealand 300,000 support package (exact nature of support 
package to be confirmed).  

07-Apr tbc    

WHO Emergency relief supplies worth $10,000 07-Apr 10,000  Health MoH 

UNICEF 2 emergency medical kits for 10,000 persons each 07-Apr   Health MoH 

New Zealand 1 disaster response and 1 medical specialist  07-Apr   Coordination Government/ 
NDMO 

Australia 2 Australian engineers to conduct engineering 
assessments on damaged infrastructure and 2 rapid 
response staff 

07-Apr   Logistics Government/ 
NDMO 

USAID/ 
OFDA 

$100,000 support to the French Red Cross Society for 
the delivery of emergency relief items and water, 
sanitation, and hygiene assistance for disaster-affected 
communities. 

08-Apr 100,000    

New Zealand 
Red Cross 

140 shelter kits and tools, 420 tarpaulins, 1,000 10-litre 
foldable water containers, kitchen sets, mosquito nets 
and a tap stand and bladder 

08-Apr     

New Zealand 
Red Cross 

2 aid workers to assist IFRC in the response 08-Apr     

United 
Kingdom 

£300,000 to support World Vision UK in the provision of 
temporary shelters, blankets, clean water, kitchen sets 
and hygiene kits 

08-Apr 502,380   World Vision UK 

Catholic 
Relief 
Services 

Support to be channeled through Caritas Australia, 
Caritas New Zealand, local Caritas and the Church to 
support relief efforts in sites that include the 
Archdiocese of Holy Cross and the Archdiocese of 
Malaita 

08-Apr 25,000   Caritas 

Government 
of Japan 

Support through Japan International Cooperation 
Agency (JICA) to provide blankets, water purifiers, 
portable jerry cans 

08-Apr 128,000   JICA 

New Zealand Additional $NZ1.2 to provide relief supplies, and help 
restore health, water and sanitation systems. Funding 
also available to New Zealand non-government 
organizations supporting  on-going relief and early 
recovery efforts 

08-Apr 1,040,000   New Zealand 
NGOs 

New Zealand 
Red Cross 

2 aid workers to assist IFRC in the response 08-Apr    IFRC 

Australia Relief supplies worth 250,000 Australian dollars 08-Apr 232,125  Non-food items  

Australia AUD$ 2.6 million support to Government of Solomon 
Islands, NGOs and UN 

08-Apr 2430740   Government, 
UN and NGOs 

 TOTAL  4,568,245    

All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA of cash and in-
kind contributions by e-mailing: arunga@un.org. 

mailto:arunga@un.org
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Humanitarian Needs and Response 
The Government is leading response efforts across all clusters supported by humanitarian partners. 

Logistics 

Response: 

 Aid agencies are working together to distribute relief items to evacuation centres. 

 World Vision, Red Cross and Save the Children have delivered non-food items to greater Guadalcanal. 

 A warehouse has been identified in Honiara to manage the flow of relief supplies. 

 The NDMO has positioned a logistics officer at the warehouse to take inventory of stock coming in and out. 

 A team assessed Mataniko Bridge and other damaged infrastructure on 8 April. 

 Structural reinforcement of the bridge has enabled two-way traffic for light vehicles from 9 April.  

 Two WFP logistics specialists have arrived in Honiara to support relief supply management. 

 Australian and NZ engineers are assisting the Government with infrastructure assessments. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Infrastructure damage is slowing movement in Honiara and hindering the flow of relief supplies and 
assessments in other areas. 

 Potential inflow of unsolicited goods will impact on logistics capacity. 

 Access to some affected areas remains by boat. 

 The NDMO has not had full coverage of distribution to date and has asked NGOs to provide supply and 
beneficiary lists. 

Shelter 

Needs: 

 Around 9,000 people remain displaced in 24 evacuation centres in Honiara and 
greater Guadalcanal. 

 Clear guidelines and extra capacity to manage evacuation centres. 

 Assessment of internally displaced people (IDP) in other provinces outside Honiara. 

 Distribution of relief supplies to evacuation centres and other affected communities. 

 Water and sanitation, food rations, temporary shelter, clothing and first aid in evacuation centres. 

 Close monitoring of health risks. 

Response: 

 Evacuation centre management plan has been developed by NDMO, Welfare and IDP cluster and Honiara 
City Council to ensure proper management of designated evacuation centres in Honiara and Guadalcanal. 

 Public servants, including teachers, are supporting the Government in managing emergency shelter. 

 Displaced people have organized themselves by appointing community leaders to liaise with Government and 
humanitarian partners. 

 Re-registration of all evacuation centres started as of 8 April to validate data. 

 Deployment of assessment teams to affected communities in greater Guadalcanal and Isabel Province. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Difficulties in tracking the number of people in evacuation centres as people are moving in and out of centres 
and also between them. 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

Needs: 

 Adequate water and sanitation provisions for the high number of people in 
evacuation centres. 

 Reconnection and decontamination of reticulated water system in Honiara. 

 Testing and decontamination of water supplies in other affected provinces. 

 Clearing of blocked sewerage systems. 

24 
Evacuation centres 

1,220 
Jerry cans distributed 

by SIRC 
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 Water resupplies to tanks which are running low. 

 Hygiene kits to be distributed in evacuation centres and hygiene awareness to prevent the spread of disease. 

Response: 

 Representatives from the Rural Water Supply and Sanitation (RWSS) and HCC have visited evacuation 
centres to check water and sanitation provisions. 

 The WASH cluster is working together to ensure water is being distributed to evacuation centres. 

 The local brewing company is using their tankers to assist in transporting water. 

 Red Cross has two NOMAD water purification units in-country to supply water to evacuation centres, and a  
third Australian Red Cross NOMAD unit was to be airlifted 10 April. 

 SIRC has distributed 1220 jerry cans, as well as buckets and hygiene kits. 

 In greater Guadalcanal, SIRC is working with the health team to identify sites to install water purifiers. 

 Solomon Islands Water Authority (SIWA) has been undertaking critical infrastructure repairs, with 60 per cent 
of people in Honiara now reconnected. 

 SIWA is still advising people to boil water for drinking and food preparation due to contamination. 

 The National Referral Hospital water supply is functioning at full capacity. 

 UNFPA have funding available to procure additional hygiene kits. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 All the regions that have access to the reticulated water supply are subject to water rationing. 

 Health & Nutrition 

Needs: 

 Reports of diarrhea and conjunctivitis in children. 

 Public health messaging on hygiene and sanitation to prevent the spread of diseases. 

 Micro-nutrient powder to supplement nutrition needs. 

 Targeted support for pregnant and breastfeeding women. 

 Post-natal and ante-natal clinic destroyed. 

 Planning for necessary immunizations, such as measles. 

Response: 

 Rapid health assessment is underway  

 New Zealand Medical Assistance Team member has deployed to assist with health needs assessment report. 

 Pregnant and breastfeeding women have been identified in evacuation centres and are being supported. 

 WHO has released USD 10,000 in emergency relief funds. 

 WHO has deployed a communicable disease expert to conduct an epidemic risk assessment. 

 WHO and UNICEF are advising against the use of infant formula and promoting breastfeeding, as well as 
other health messages. 

 Post-natal and ante-natal patients have been transferred to other wards at National Referral Hospital. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Limited information on injuries from initial flood event. 

 Food Security 

Needs: 

 Food aid to displaced people in evacuation centres and assessment of requirements in other areas. 

 Agriculture assessment to determine impacts to food crops and livestock in all affected areas. 

Response 

 Food rations continue to be distributed to evacuation centres in Honiara City, extending from Matanikau to 
White River. 

 Authorities in East Central Guadalcanal are purchasing food for affected communities in Aola, Valasi and 
Kolokarako. 

Gaps & Constraints 

 Assessment of food requirements in areas outside Honiara. 
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 Education 

Needs: 

 In Guadalcanal Province, a total of 41 schools are affected by flooding. 

 At least nine schools have been turned into evacuation centres, with others 
damaged by flooding. 

 The reopening of schools in order for students to return from holidays on 14 April. 

Response: 

 The Education Cluster led by Ministry of Education and Human Resources Development (MEHRD) is holding 
daily meetings, which are attended by Save the Children, UNICEF, Australia and New Zealand. 

 MEHRD is aligning its response with the Honiara City Council welfare cluster as part of a joint emergency 
response. 

 Rapid needs assessments are underway. 

 No additional education in emergency supplies have been distributed beyond the 3 x 80m2 tents and 20 
tarpaulins released by UNICEF on 7 April. 

 UNICEF has pre-positioned supplies available, including school tents, tarpaulins, school in a box, and Early 
Child Development (ECD) kits.  

 A UNICEF education in emergencies specialist is available to be deployed. 

 All Honiara City Council schools remain closed to students. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Clusters are reporting different figures and locations of schools being used as emergency shelter which is 
impacting response efforts. 

 It is expected that the reopening of schools for the start of the school term will be delayed. 

Protection 

Needs: 

 Identification of vulnerable people in evacuation centres, including children, 
disabled and older persons. 

 21 pregnant women have been identified by UNFPA in evacuation centres. 

 Targeted support for vulnerable populations. 

Response: 

 UNICEF child protection officer has arrived in Honiara. 

 UNFPA continues to identify vulnerable people in evacuation centres. 

 UNHCR protection specialist and UN Women gender specialist arrived 10 April. 

 UNFPA protection specialist will deploy to Honiara on 12 April to support gender and violence issues. 

 World Vision is setting up child friendly spaces for children in evacuation centres. 

 Police are carrying out security assessments at evacuation centres and other affected areas in Guadalcanal. 

Gaps & Constraints 

 Unknown number of vulnerable people in all affected areas. 

 UNFPA estimates a total of 17,732 women of child-bearing age (15-49 years old) in Honiara, however it is not 
known how many of these women have been affected. 

 Early Recovery & Livelihoods 

Needs: 

 Impacts to crops and plantations in rural areas will impact livelihoods. 

 Debris clean up and management. 

Response: 

 UNDP is working with Government to ensure longer term early recovery needs are part of the response. 

  

41 
Schools affected by 

flooding 

21 
Pregnant women 

identified in evacuation 
centres 
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Background on the crisis 
Heavy rain from a tropical depression, which later became Tropical Cyclone Ita, has caused severe flooding in the Solomon Islands. There 
are 21 people confirmed dead, and over 50,000 people affected. The worst affected area is the capital Honiara after the Mataniko River 
burst its banks on 3 April. Houses were washed away and infrastructure damaged, with an estimated 12,000 people affected. At the peak 
of the crisis, there were around 10,000 people displaced in nearly 30 evacuation centres in Honiara. The reopening of Honiara International 
Airport enabled the deployment of aid personnel and supplies. The Government is leading the response with the support of Red Cross, 
national and international non-governmental organizations, UN agencies and donor partners. On 5 April, the Government requested the 
regional support of all Pacific Humanitarian Team clusters, with personnel and supplies arriving from 7 April. 

General Coordination 
The National Disaster Council is leading response efforts in conjunction with the NDMO, Government Ministries, 
Provincial authorities and humanitarian and donor partners. Emergency operations centres at the national and 
provincial level remain active and the Royal Solomon Islands Police Operations Centre is also operating on a 24-
hour basis.  

Regular meetings are being held by the Government, clusters and donors to coordinate relief efforts. On 9 April, an 
inter-cluster coordination meeting was held and chaired by the NDMO to clarify coordination arrangements and 
next steps. The Government has requested that all international, UN and non-governmental agency deployments 
be communicated to the NDMO. Humanitarian partners have also been requested to coordinate their operations 
within existing national management structures. 

As of 10 April, 16 people had deployed as part of the Pacific Humanitarian Team (PHT), providing support across 
coordination, health, protection, logistics and communication. The PHT is supporting the Government in preparing 
a draft response plan by the end of this week. 

From 11 April, SIRC will return to its offices in Chinatown after flooding forced evacuation to a local hotel. In total 
60 SIRCS volunteers and staff are carrying out work in Honiara and Guadalcanal, supported by delegates from 
French, Australian, and New Zealand Red Cross national societies and IFRC. The SIRC have also set-up a bank 
account to receive donations. 

 

For further information, please contact: 

Osnat Lubrani, United Nations Resident Coordinator Fiji, osnat.lubrani@one.un.org 

Sune Gudnitz, Head of Office, OCHA ROP, gudnitz@un.org, Mobile: +679 999 1664 

Elisabeth McLeod, Public Information Officer, OCHA ROP, mcleode@un.org, Mobile: +677 785 3265 (Honiara). 

 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/rop or http://reliefweb.int/country/slb 

To be added to this Situation Report mailing list, please subscribe at http://eepurl.com/FL8UP 
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