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This report is produced by OCHA Pakistan in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Pakistan. It covers the period 
from 24 October to 1 November 2012. The next report will be issued on or around 9 November. 

Highlights 
• Critical humanitarian needs remain unmet in 

flood-affected areas in Balochistan, Punjab and 
Sindh provinces due to funding shortfalls. 
Humanitarian needs include food and livelihoods 
assistance, shelter support, safe drinking water, 
nutritional support, education and protective 
services to the affected people. 

• With winter fast approaching, shelter items and 
winterization packages are urgently needed, 
especially for children, women and the elderly, to 
protect them from harsh weather conditions. 
Without adequate shelter the risk of acute 
respiratory infections and pneumonia will 
escalate. 

• Standing water continues to hamper relief efforts 
in parts of Balochistan and Sindh and cause the 
spread of waterborne diseases. The inundated 
areas may remain under water for several more 
months, as the rate of evaporation will be low 
during winter. Mosquito nets are urgently needed 
to prevent malaria. Water, sanitation and hygiene 
activities need to be scaled up to curb waterborne 
diseases.   
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Situation Overview 
Humanitarian response activities have resumed in the flood-affected districts of Balochistan, Punjab and Sindh 
provinces after Eid holidays marked from 26 to 29 October. 
Humanitarian partners have distributed basic medicines enough for 594,799 people for one month, a 4 per cent 
increase from last week. In addition, partners have established 53 sites for community-based management of acute 
malnutrition, up from 41 last week; and 113 temporary learning centres, up from 60 reported last week. 
Critical humanitarian needs remain unmet due to funding constraints. Humanitarian partners still urgently need 
US$159 million to provide immediate relief to flood-affected people for six months in the three provinces, even with 
pledges of $32 million over the last fortnight. 
More than 1.3 million people need safe drinking water, sanitation and hygiene services; 1.3 million people urgently 
require food assistance and health services; more than 168,000 families need shelter items; over 315,000 children 
under five and pregnant and lactating women need urgent nutritional support; and students at 2,250 schools 
require education support, including learning materials.  
Clusters are currently conducting detailed needs assessments to determine other outstanding needs and the 
required response.   

Source: NDMA. (2 November 2012)  
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Funding 
The Pakistan Humanitarian Country Team has developed a Monsoon Humanitarian Operational Plan (MHOP), an 
internal document that outlines critical needs of the flood-affected population for the next six months and the cost of 
meeting these needs. The United Nations’ Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) allocated US$9.9 million for 
the provision of water, food, shelter and healthcare to 1.3 million people in the seven hardest-hit districts of 
Balochistan, Punjab and Sindh, and donors have made pledges of $32 million, but more funds are urgently 
required to provide more assistance. 

Monsoon Humanitarian Operational Plan 

US$ 168.5 million 
requested 

 

 

                               Funding status by cluster (in US$) 

 
 

All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of 
cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@un.org 

Humanitarian Response 
The response by Government authorities and humanitarian partners is alphabetically ordered by cluster below: 

 Education 
Needs: 

• Provision of education to children through temporary learning centers (TLCs) in 
areas where schools are damaged and no longer safe for teaching and learning 
activities.  

• Enabling children and teachers in flood affected districts to return to school 
through advocacy and by supporting quick renovation of damaged schools. 

• Education supplies (school-in-a-box, tents, recreational kits, early childhood development kits and other 
learning materials) are urgently needed in the flood-affected areas.  

• Provision of psychosocial support to teachers and students. 
Response: 

• Cluster partners have established 113 TLCs, up from 60 reported last week, in Balochistan (8), Punjab (5) 
and Sindh (100), where 8,237 children (3,436 girls) are enrolled in primary schooling.  

• Partners trained 92 teachers and members of school management committees, including 29 women, in 
Punjab and Sindh. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

• More funds are urgently needed for the establishment of at least another 2,181 TLCs and the expansion of 
education services in the flood-affected areas in Balochistan, Punjab and Sindh. 

 Food Security 
Needs: 

• According to the Multi-sector Initial Rapid Assessment (MIRA) conducted in five 
districts, 91 per cent of the flood affected people have reduced the number of 
meals they consume per day and need food assistance.  

• Some 1.3 million people need immediate food and livelihoods assistance in 
seven severely affected districts. 
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75% 
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• MIRA findings also indicate 180,000 people, including female- and child-headed households, 
unaccompanied women, the elderly and disabled people, are extremely vulnerable to food insecurity and 
require urgent assistance. 

• Flood-affected families also need agricultural inputs for the winter (Rabi) planting season, livestock support 
and assistance to rebuild their livelihoods. 

Response: 

• The Government has distributed 769,759 food packs (a ration pack includes flour, rice, oil, milk and lentils) 
and 11,141 tons of assorted food items in the flood-affected areas.  

• WFP distributed 1,131 tons of food to 20,000 families in Jaffarabad and Nasirabad, Balochistan, and 
Jacobabad, Sindh, in the first phase of the response conducted between 24 September and 5 October.  

• The second phase, which includes Kashmore and Shikarpur districts in Sindh, commenced on 15 October 
and as of 30 October, WFP had distributed 6,367 tons of food to 440,476 people. Food distributions are 
conducted through nine implementing partners in Sindh and eight in Balochistan.  

Gaps & Constraints: 

• Humanitarian partners urgently need funds to continue food distributions in the ongoing second phase of 
the response and provide agricultural and livelihoods support to the flood-affected families. 

 Health 
Needs: 

• With winter fast approaching, winterization packages are essential for affected 
populations, especially for children, women and the elderly, to protect them from 
harsh weather conditions and reduce the risk of acute respiratory infections and 
pneumonia.  

• Safe drinking water is needed in areas where flood-affected people are drinking contaminated water and 
using it for other purposes.  

• Mosquito nets are urgently needed to prevent malaria and other vectorborne illnesses.  
Response: 

• Government authorities have provided basic health services to 47,837 people and distributed 6,531 
mosquito nets. 

• WHO has distributed basic medicines enough for 594,799 people for one month – including 63 emergency 
health kits, 28 diarrhoeal disease kits, 70,000 antimalarial medicines, 6,336 skin medicines, 120,000 
malaria rapid diagnostic test kits, 455 antisnake venom, among others. 

• CARE International has conducted 32 mobile health clinics in Rajanpur, Punjab, benefitting 4,380 patients 
including 1,313 women and 2,266 children, and distributed 1,000 mosquito nets to 1,000 families in Ghotki, 
Sindh. 

• UNFPA is supporting three mobile service units in Punjab and five in Sindh, thus providing basic 
emergency obstetric care services, including gender-based violence response, to more than 440,000 
people.  

• WHO and Department of Health rapid teams responded to 141 outbreak alerts. Acute diarrhoea, acute 
respiratory infections, skin diseases and suspected malaria remain the leading causes of morbidity in flood-
affected districts. 

• WHO tested more than 525 water sources, of which more than 86 per cent were found to be contaminated. 
In support to WASH Cluster partners, WHO distributed 1 million PUR sachets for water purification, 2 
million Aquatabs, soap for 50,000 people and 20,000 jerry cans in all flood-affected districts.  

• WHO conducted 500 health and hygiene education sessions, distributed information, education and 
communication material, and trained 130 healthcare and WASH workers on infection control measures, 
including safe collection, transport and disposal of hazardous healthcare waste. The trainees also received 
a standard package of infection control equipment/hand-tools and supplies. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

• More funding is required to continue provision of basic medicines and health support in areas where health 
facilities have been damaged. Funding constraints continue to limit the response capacity of Health Cluster 
partners to operate. 

• Surveillance of communicable diseases and outbreaks in the flood-affected areas needs strengthening. 
 
 

594,799 
people have received 

basic medicines  
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 Nutrition 
Needs: 

• Over 125,000 children under five and 113,000 pregnant and lactating women 
(PLW) are at risk of acute malnutrition and need urgent specialist food and care. 

• At least 47,854 acutely malnourished children require immediate life-saving 
assistance, while 29,308 undernourished PLW require nutritional 
supplementation. 

Response: 

• Cluster partners have established community-based management of acute malnutrition (CMAM) in 53 
sites, up from 41 last week, for the implementation of the outpatient therapeutic programme (OTP) and the 
supplementary feeding programme (SFP). In addition, four stabilization centres are operational in flood-
affected districts.  

• Of 24,096 under-five children screened for acute malnutrition, 2,278 severely acutely malnourished and 
3,796 moderately acutely malnourished children are receiving therapeutic and supplementary nutrition care 
respectively. In addition, 12,485 children under five and 5,155 screened PLW have received multiple 
micronutrient supplementation. 

• In addition to the beneficiaries reached through selective feeding programmes, 34,457 children under five 
and 7,171 PLW at risk of acute malnutrition have received assistance through blanket supplementary 
feeding programmes, while 18,565 mothers have benefitted from awareness sessions on infant and young 
child feeding practices.   

Gaps & Constraints: 

• Coverage of nutrition services is insufficient but cannot be expanded due to funding constraints.  
• Water, hygiene and sanitation issues need to be addressed urgently to control factors that aggravate 

malnutrition. 

Protection 
Needs: 

• The priority needs of displaced people include protective services for children 
and women (including monitoring and referral), support for the elderly and 
people with disabilities (e.g. mobility devices) and assistance in the processing 
of relevant documentation. 

Response: 

• Humanitarian partners continue to collect protection-specific information to determine the needs of the 
affected population and the required response.  

• Cluster partners have established 26 children’s and women’s protective spaces in Punjab and Sindh, 
reaching more than 3,889 children (47 per cent girls) and 167 women.  

• UNFPA is providing gender-based violence response within health services, including psychosocial support 
through mobile health units in Dera Ghazi Khan and Rajanpur districts in Punjab and Jacobabad and 
Kashmore districts in Sindh. 

• The Protection Cluster has supported the re-establishment of three district protection working groups 
comprising locally active protection actors and co-chaired by the Government’s Social Welfare Department, 
in Shikarpur, Jacobabad, and Kashmore districts to strengthen protection coordination and response at the 
local level. The groups have developed action plans for responding to protection issues identified within 
their districts, such as child protection and women’s privacy in relief centres. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

• Funding gaps remain significant, particularly among NGOs already constrained by previous funding 
shortfalls. 

• Protection services coverage is low as a results and because initial humanitarian funding for this year’s 
floods crisis has mainly supported the distribution of relief items. 
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Shelter 
Needs: 

• The Shelter Cluster has received reports of 386,172 houses damaged or 
destroyed – the affected families require urgent shelter assistance, especially as 
winter approaches. 

Response: 

• Government authorities have provided 126,472 tents, 33,597 blankets, 5,851 tarpaulin sheets and 2,688 
kitchen sets. 

• Cluster partners have distributed emergency shelter items to 42,602 families, covering only 11 per cent of 
the identified needs.  

• Findings of an assessment conducted by the Temporary Settlement Support Unit (TSSU) in Jacobabad, 
Shikarpur and Kashmore districts indicate that many displaced families have returned to their areas of 
origin because standing water has receded or is only 1 feet deep, allowing them to go back and salvage 
what remained of their crops and property. Lack of humanitarian assistance in relief camps and evictions 
from temporary settlements and public buildings also forced people to go back to their homes. The findings 
highlight the need for humanitarian assistance in the areas of origin. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

• Funding constraints continue to limit scale-up of shelter assistance to address humanitarian requirements. 
• Coordination of response activities in newly affected areas remains a challenge – more efforts are required 

to reach areas that were not affected by previous floods. 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
Needs: 

• As water recedes in many flood-affected areas, early recovery activities need to 
be initiated to assist people returning to their villages. Water, sanitation and 
hygiene (WASH) activities need to be scaled up in areas that are still under 
water and in temporary settlements.   

• Immediate WASH assistance is urgently needed in districts that were not originally prioritized for 
humanitarian response, such as Qambar Shahdad Kot and Ghotki in Sindh.   

• Disease Early Warning System (DEWS) reports indicate that acute watery diarrhoea and other waterborne 
diseases are on the rise, highlighting the need to ramp up response activities in worst-hit districts in 
Balochistan and Sindh.   

• Clean drinking water, jerry cans, buckets and water purification tablets, hygiene items and sanitation 
support remain the priority needs of the flood-affected people. 

Response: 

• Government authorities have provided 129 dewatering pumps, 58,355 bottles of mineral water, 9,986 jerry 
cans and 4,537 hygiene kits in the flood-affected areas. 

• Cluster partners have provided clean drinking water to 440,440 people through chlorinated water tankers 
and water treatment units, installation /rehabilitation of hand pumps and provision of household treatment 
options. 

• Humanitarian partners have provided improved sanitation facilities to 47,075 displaced people living in 
temporary settlements and seek to create an environment free of open defecation in the temporary 
settlements. 

• Nearly 322,000 flood-affected people have so far received emergency WASH kits (hygiene kit with soap, 
buckets, aqua tabs, two jerry cans, women’s sanitary clothes) and key health and hygiene messages. 

• Cluster members have conducted hygiene promotion sessions for 392,538 people and distributed soap to 
124,200 people. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

• Cluster partners urgently require funds to provide minimum WASH services, especially chlorination, 
borehole rehabilitation, clean-up of sewage and rubbish left by floodwaters, and community mobilization for 
the building and maintaining of latrines to eradicate open defecation. 

• Resources are required to meet increasing WASH needs in Qambar Shahdad Kot and Ghotki districts in 
Sindh. No WASH partners are operational in these districts due to lack of funds. 

42,602 
families have received 

shelter assistance 

440,440 
people have received 
clean drinking water 
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Background on the crisis 
Flash floods and hill torrents triggered by heavy monsoon rains that fell across Pakistan in early September have caused widespread loss of 
life, livelihoods and infrastructure across the country. Balochistan, Punjab and Sindh provinces have been hardest hit. Many of the affected 
districts, particularly in Balochistan and Sindh, were already struggling to recover from the floods of 2010 and 2011. 
 
The Government is providing assistance to the affected people and has requested the UN and its humanitarian partners to support the 
response by distributing existing relief items to people in the hardest hit districts. Agencies require funds to continue providing life-saving 
assistance to the flood-affected population. 
 

Logistics 
Needs: 

• Humanitarian partners need more storage space in the most-affected areas in 
Sindh and additional funding to support the ongoing humanitarian response.  

Response: 

• The Logistics Cluster is using 18 fiberglass motorboats to transport people to 
safer places and relief items to the affected population. The boats also provide 
transportation during assessment missions and facilitate access to distribution 
sites by flood-affected people. The boats are being used by humanitarian partners as well as Government 
agencies.  

• The cluster has provided 3,600 square metres of storage space to the humanitarian community to facilitate 
the delivery of relief items in Sukkur and Jacobabad and 878 square metres of storage space to WFP and 
Baitulmal, a Government charitable organization.   

• During the past week, the Logistics Cluster transported 327 tons of food items by road from Quetta to 
Nasirabad for the Balochistan PDMA. 

• The Logistics Cluster is extending its support to a broad range of humanitarian organizations by providing 
geographic information system and mapping services to facilitate response planning. The cluster is 
regularly updating maps produced for the humanitarian community.  

Constraints: 

• MIRA findings indicate that 80 per cent of the road network in the five districts where it was conducted is 
either partially or totally damaged, thus hampering the transportation of relief items.   

• Difficulty in estimating the expected changes in the level of water as the boats require minimum depth to 
operate effectively. 
 
 
 

General Coordination 
Coordination has been strengthened at district levels to enhance collaboration between the humanitarian 
community and the Government on the provision of humanitarian assistance to the most vulnerable people. The 
UN has staff in the worst-affected districts. 
OCHA has deployed coordination officers to the worst-affected districts and clusters have appointed district focal 
people who are working closely with OCHA and Government officials in the districts. OCHA and the relevant district 
officials are co-chairing general coordination meetings in each of the districts and regularly liaising with 
Government officials. OCHA continues to facilitate regular Humanitarian Country Team meetings and Inter-Cluster 
Coordination Meetings (ICCMs) at the federal level. ICCMs are also taking place at provincial levels in Balochistan 
and Sindh, where clusters are active, to coordinate the ongoing humanitarian response.  

3,600  
square metres of 
storage space is 
available to the 
humanitarian 
community  

For further information, please contact:  
Dan Teng’o, Reporting and Public Information Officer, tengo@un.org, Cell +92 346 856 3 615 
Faisal Azam Khan, Reports Officer, jadoonf@un.org, Cell +92 302 851 9 908 
 
For more information, please visit www.pakresponse.info    
To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: nazir1@un.org  
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