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This report was produced by OCHA Pakistan in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Pakistan and covers the 
period 4 - 9 October 2012. The next report will be issued on or around 17 October. 

Highlights 
• Standing water in flood-affected districts of Sindh 

and Balochistan remains of great concern. 
Dewatering of flooded areas is an urgent need. 

• In some areas, people stranded in floodwaters are 
still being rescued through boats to safer places.  

• In the initial first phase, 140,000 flood-affected 
people have received monthly food rations for three 
districts of Sindh and Balochistan. Another 1.2 
million of the most vulnerable people will be assisted 
with monthly rations if funding commitments 
materialize.  

• The humanitarian agencies have supplied 
medicines enough for nearly 450,000 people in the 
flood affected areas.  

• Over 253,000 people are receiving clean water 
through water tankers every day.  

• Funding constraints are hampering humanitarian 
response in the flood-affected areas. 
 
 

5 m 
Estimated number of 
people affected 

1.1m 
Estimated acreage 
of crops affected 

269,755 
People are estimated 
to be in relief camps 

465,424 
Estimated number of 
damaged houses 

14,270 
Estimated number of 
affected villages 

478 
Estimated number of 
relief camps 

Situation Overview 
Satellite imagery and reports from the field show that flood water is still present in parts of Kashmore, Jacobabad, 
Shikarpur, Jaffarabad and Nasirabad districts in Sindh and Balochistan provinces occupying 3,800 square 
kilometers. Humanitarian consequences of the standing water could include the contamination of water sources, 
disease outbreaks, damage to the infrastructure, and livelihood losses. Loss of crops and grazing areas will also 
have a long lasting impact on the agrarian based economy of the region. Stagnant water will have significant effect 
on crops during the current winter sowing season, further aggravating the food security situation. 
Water level in Lake Hamal in Qambar Shahdatkot district in Sindh is constantly rising and the overflow is passing 
through to the Kacho (riverbed) area in Dadu district. According to the District Emergency Control Room 17 villages 
with some 2,000 people have been affected. If the overflow from the lake continued, several communities settled in 
nearly 300 villages in the Kacho area will be affected.  

While the humanitarian community and the Government authorities are scaling up the relief response, many flood-
affected communities have yet to be reached with humanitarian assistance. Funding gaps and access are the main 
challenges on expanding the response.  
Preliminary findings from the Multi-sector Initial Rapid Assessment (MIRA) of five priority districts have identified 
food, emergency shelter, health and WASH services as the immediate needs of the affected populations. 
Discussions are ongoing with the Government authorities for the validation of results and response modalities.  

Source: NDMA. (8 October) 
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Humanitarian Response 
The Government has pledged US$91 million to the monsoon floods response, may also provide in-kind grain, and 
continues to conduct relief activities in the affected areas. According to the National Disaster Management 
Authority (NDMA), the Government has so far distributed 199,495 food packages (ration pack includes flour, rice, 
oil, milk, lintels etc) and some 42,330 tents. Other items distributed include blankets, bottles of mineral water and 
jerry cans. In addition, the provincial authorities have distributed 401,560 food packs, 56,339 tents, and over 100 
dewatering pumps, among other relief items.  
The response by humanitarian partners is alphabetically ordered by cluster below: 

 Education 
Needs: 

• Provision of education and related facilities to children through Temporary 
Learning Centers (TLCs) where schools are damaged and no longer safe for 
teaching and learning activities.   

• Bringing back the affected children and teachers to school by supporting quick 
renovation of damaged schools. 

Response: 

• A total of 15 TLCs have been established so far in Rajanpur and Jacobabad districts, four by UNICEF and 
11 by Save the Children, with an enrollment of 2,097 children including 960 girls. Save the children will 
establish an additional five TLCs in Rajanpur.  

Gaps & Constraints: 
• Many schools are being used as shelter by the flood affected people, thus stopping the educational 

activities. 
• Funding constraints are hampering humanitarian response in the flood-affected areas 

 Food Security 
Needs: 

• According to the Government, floods have damaged 1.1 million acres of crops 
and killed 9,651 head of cattle, leaving the affected people in need of urgent 
food and livelihoods support. 

• Farmers need inputs for the winter (Rabi) planting season and veterinary 
support for surviving livestock.  

Response: 
• WFP achieved its target of 20,000 families (140,000 beneficiaries) in the first phase of relief assistance of 

monthly rations to flood affected population. Over 1,130MT of food was distributed in Jacobabad, Sindh 
and Nasirabad and Jaffarabad in Balochistan. A standard ration pack is enough for a seven member family 
which includes wheat flour, grains, vegetable oil, salt, fortified food and high energy biscuits (HEB).  

• Additional food is being pre-positioned in Sukkur in preparation for a rapid scale-up to the assistance. 
However, for any subsequent distributions, WFP’s response remains contingent upon the receipt of new 
contributions. With possible funding from donors, WFP plans to provide a one-month relief food ration to 
some 1.2 million flood victims, estimated on the basis of tentative MIRA results in Jacobabad, Kashmore, 
Shikapur, Jaffarabad and Nasirabad districts, and its own rapid assessment. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

• Standing water and damage to the road networks continue to hamper the transport of relief items by road. 
Funding is required to sustain the provision of assistance using motorboats in isolated locations. 

• WFP needs the donors to confirm the pledged funding to continue distributing food rations in the affected 
districts 

 
 
 
 
 
 

3,213 
schools in 13 districts  
have been damaged 

by floods 

20,000 
families in Balochistan 

and Sindh have 
received food rations 
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 Health 
 
Needs: 

• Rehabilitation of 138 damaged health facilities in the hardest hit districts. 
• Clean delivery kits, equipment and other supplies for safe deliveries are needed 

for hospitals and health posts in the flood-affected districts.  
• District health departments have requested for special tents to establish 

temporary labour rooms in temporary settlements. 
• Mosquito nets are urgently needed to prevent malaria and other vector-borne 

diseases.  
• Disease surveillance, alert response and water quality monitoring activities need to be reinforced. 

Response: 

• WHO has distributed medicines enough for a population of 449,080 people. The medicines include 48 
emergency health kits, 16 Diarrheal disease kits, 12,086 skin treatments, 17,400 ORS, 400 Anti-Snakebite 
Venom and other miscellaneous medicines. 

• Health partners have conducted consultations for 433,420 people during the last 24 days.  
• Some 38 medical relief camps and three mobile units are working in Nasirabad and Jaffarabad districts. 

WHO with support from district health authorities has established ORT Corners in all medical camps of 
Nasirabad and Jaffarabad. 

• UNFPA has deployed four Mobile Service Units in Kashmore and Jacobabad districts in Sindh to deliver 
basic emergency obstetric care services integrated with psychosocial counseling for GBV survivors. In 
addition, oral and injectable contraceptives sufficient for 30,000 people have also been provided in the 
relief camps in Kashmore, Ghotki and Jacobabad districts. In Rajanpur district in Punjab, UNFPA is 
supporting the Population Welfare Department to deliver integrated reproductive health and gender based 
violence services through two static family welfare centers and two mobile service units. 

Gaps & Constraints: 
• Most of the affected areas including health facilities are inaccessible due to damaged roads and flood 

water. 
• Many sources of safe water are damaged, leading to the consumption of unsafe water, which may increase 

the incidence of waterborne diseases. 
• Mosquito breeding places in Dera Ghazi Khan and Rajanpur have grown in numbers and there is an acute 

shortage of proper shelter, bed nets and mosquito repellents in both the districts.  

Logistics 
Needs: 

• Additional storage space is required in the flood-affected districts of Balochistan 
and Sindh to facilitate the delivery of relief items. Additional transport capacity is 
also needed in some areas.  

Response: 
• To date, 18 fiberglass motorboats deployed by the cluster in coordination with Government authorities and 

local NGO Pakistan Fisher folk Forum have been used to rescue about 14,423 people and transport nearly 
4 tons of food to isolated locations.  

• The cluster has transported 5,000 tents provided by the NDMA from Islamabad to Jaffarabad and 
Nasirabad in Balochistan. In addition, it has transported 1231 tons of food from Quetta to Nasirabad at the 
request of the Balochistan Provincial Disaster Management Authority. 

• The cluster is providing geographic information system (GIS) support and mapping services to 
humanitarian partners to facilitate logistic support. 

Constraints: 

• The cluster’s ability to make accurate forecasts of storage requirements and to anticipate transport 
assistance requests is limited by the lack of pipeline information from the Government and humanitarian 
partners involved in the floods response.  

• Funding is required to support the motorboats operation and road transportation, as well as to provide 
storage space in Sukkur, Sindh, and other flood-affected districts in Balochistan and Sindh. 

449,080 
people in three 
provinces have 

received essential 
medicines 

14,423 
people have been 
rescued by boat  
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 Nutrition 
Needs: 

• Malnutrition rates in the hardest hit districts are well above the emergency 
threshold. Immediate assistance is required. 

Response: 

• UNICEF and its partners have so far enrolled 528 severely acute malnourished 
children to three Outpatient Therapeutic Program (OTPs) in Jaffarabad and Nasirabad districts. In addition, 
584 Pregnant and Lactating Women(PLW) received health education. 

• In Dera Ghazi Khan and Rajanpur districts, 17,603 children (6 months -2 years of age) received plumpy 
doz and 2,790 PLW and 3,956 children received high energy biscuits. 

• Breastfeeding promotion and counseling of mothers on infant and young child feeding has been initiated in 
relief camps as well as nutrition sites through lady health workers. So far, 5,500 PLW have been reached 
through these sessions in Sindh. 

• WHO supported Stabilization Centre (SC) is functional in Jacobabad city. UNICEF partner, Johanniter is 
establishing SC in Kashmore. IRC has started distribution of multi-micronutrients in Shikarpur. 

• IRC and Save the Children continue to deliver emergency relief to displaced communities in Jacobabad 
and Shikarpur. 

Gaps & Constraints: 
• Partners urgently require funds to provide comprehensive nutrition care to 338,447 vulnerable children and 

pregnant and lactating women. 
• Flooding has interrupted community-based management of acute malnutrition (CMAM) services in 

Jaffarabad and Nasirabad in Balochistan.   

Shelter 
Needs: 

• According to the latest Government figures, floods have damaged or destroyed 
nearly 465,424 houses, leaving many people without shelter. The hardest hit 
provinces are Sindh (422,158 houses), Punjab (25,556) and Balochistan 
(11,999). 

• Dewatering of flooded areas remains a priority need, particularly in Balochistan and Sindh, where many 
areas remain inundated with water. 

Response: 

• To date, the Cluster partners have reported distributions of emergency shelter items for 16,520 
households, covering only 7% of the needs identified by MIRA.  

• The Temporary Settlement Support Unit (TSSU) assessment is underway in Jacobabad, Kashmore and 
Shikarpur. 

• Keeping in view the climatic conditions in affected areas and experiences of 2010 and 2011 floods, Shelter 
Cluster response will primarily focus on the seven severely affected districts notified by NDMA i.e. 
Nasirabad, Jaffarabad, Jacobabad, Kashmore, Shikarpur, Dera Ghazi Khan and Rajanpur prioritizing 
shelter/NFI kits consisting primarily of plastic sheets, poles and fixings.  

Gaps & Constraints: 

• Funding constraints are high and with contingency stocks running out, organizations require additional 
resources to continue assisting the flood affected population. 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
Needs: 

• The priority needs of the affected people still remain as clean drinking water, 
basic WASH relief items/kits (jerry cans, buckets and water purification tablets), 
hygiene items and sanitation support. 

• People in locations where WASH facilities have been destroyed need immediate 
assistance, particularly those in camps and roadside structures, especially 
women and children. 

17,600 
Children provided with 

food supplements  

465,424 
houses have been 
damaged by floods 

253,000 
people are receiving 

clean water via tankers 
every day 
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• Huge number of affected people still lack water containers, hygiene kits and proper defecation places  
• Diarrhea and AWD is on the increase and there have been few outbreaks reported through DEWS where 

Cluster members quickly acted. 
Response: 

• UNICEF and its partners are providing water via tankers to more than 253,000 people in Balochistan, 
Punjab and Sindh daily an increase by 20,000 from last report. 

• In the three provinces, the humanitarian partners have provided hygiene promotion to 13,031 people. This 
includes house hold water containers and jerry cans.  

• In the three provinces 166,152 people have received hygiene kits. 
Gaps & Constraints: 

• Lack of funds is hindering scaling up response 
• Response capacity among partner agencies to immediately mobilize funds from other sources remains a 

challenge. 

Coordination 
Existing coordination mechanisms remain operational in the flood-affected areas. OCHA is facilitating regular 
Humanitarian Country Team meetings and Inter-Cluster Coordination Meetings (ICCMs) at the federal level. ICCMs 
are also taking place at provincial levels in Balochistan and Sindh, where clusters are active, to coordinate localized 
humanitarian response.  
OCHA has established a humanitarian coordination center in Sukkur for Sindh operations, and deployed staff to 
support ongoing relief activities in Nasirabad and Jaffarabad in Balochistan and Jacobabad, Kashmore and Sukkur 
in Sindh. 
The humanitarian community and Government authorities are analyzing MIRA data and finalizing findings, which 
will inform a gap analysis to determine further response and additional coordination modalities in the flood-affected 
areas. 
A Civil Military Coordination mission is currently in Pakistan to provide support in the civil military coordination 
efforts in the country. The mission will assess current activities and effectiveness of OCHA and the humanitarian 
community in the area of humanitarian civil-military coordination. It will validate current policy, guidance and 
activities, and identify gaps, training requirements and resources. The mission will hold meetings with humanitarian 
agencies, Government civil and military authorities and donors. The mission will provide detailed guidance on 
further integrating humanitarian civil-military coordination.  
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Background on the crisis 
Flash floods and hill torrents triggered by heavy monsoon rains that fell across Pakistan in early September have caused widespread loss of 
life, livelihoods and infrastructure across the country. Balochistan, Punjab and Sindh provinces have been hardest hit. Many of the affected 
districts, particularly in Balochistan and Sindh, were already struggling to recover from the floods of 2010 and 2011. 
 
The Government is providing assistance to the affected people and has requested the UN and its humanitarian partners to support the 
response by distributing existing relief items to people in the hardest hit districts. Agencies require funds to continue providing life-saving 
assistance to the flood-affected population. 

 

 

For further information, please contact:  
Dan Teng’o, Reporting and Public Information Officer, tengo@un.org, Cell +92 346 856 3 615 
Faisal Azam Khan, Reports Officer, jadoonf@un.org, Cell +92 302 851 9908 
 
For more information, please visit www.pakresponse.info 
To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: nazir1@un.org 
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