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Summary
El Niño has returned to a neutral phase, but the danger 
has not yet passed. The humanitarian impact of the 
2015-2016 El Niño is deeply alarming, affecting over 60 
million people globally. According to the latest update 
of the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), El 
Niño/Southern Oscillation (ENSO) indicators have been 
at neutral levels since May 2016. However, the impact 
of El Niño, particularly on people’s food security and 
agricultural livelihoods, will continue through the next 
growing seasons, and the impacts on health, nutrition, 
water and sanitation are likely to grow throughout the 
year. East and Southern Africa are the most affected 
regions, and humanitarian impacts will last well into 
2017. 
According to WMO’s latest El Niño/La Niña update on 
28 July, climate models indicate a 55 to 60 per cent 
chance of La Niña development in the third quarter 
of 2016,1  lasting through the remainder of 2016. 2 
The main feature of La Niña is the opposite of El Niño: 
cooler, rather than warmer, sea-surface temperatures 
in the tropical central and eastern Pacific Ocean. If such 
an event does develop, current predictions indicate 
it is likely to be weak. Other factors also significantly 
influence global climate patterns, and the strength 
of an El Niño/La Niña event does not necessarily 
correspond to its climate impacts in different regions 
of the world. The first six months of this year each set 
the record as the warmest respective month globally in 
the modern temperature record, which dates to 1880. 
El Niño boosted global temperatures from October 
2015 onwards, but these record numbers follow an 
underlying trend. Previous record levels, such as in 
1998, have also been associated with El Niño events, 
but even as the recent El Niño tapers off, global 

temperatures continue at record levels because of 
overall global warming.
The dramatic El Niño event that unfolded in 2015-
2016 hit the poorest and most vulnerable communities 
hardest, disproportionally affecting women and girls. 
With coping capacities already eroded due to impacts 
exacerbated by El Niño, even a weak La Niña event 
may have significant humanitarian impacts in some 
areas. Areas now experiencing drought could face 
flooding, and areas that have received excessive rainfall 
could experience drought. Against the background 
of accumulated El Niño-induced humanitarian needs 
the impacts of La Niña conditions on people’s lives 
could be particularly damaging in the already affected 
regions, namely Southern Africa, parts of eastern 
and western Africa, Central America, South America 
and Asia and the Pacific. In addition to the continued 
provision of urgent and life-saving action to respond 
to critical food, water, nutrition, health and agricultural 
livelihoods requirements, it is also vital to consider 
transitioning La Niña preparedness and early action 
needs into the ongoing El Niño response. This is in 
order to strengthen efforts to build climate resilience 
and the capacity to respond to future shocks.
23 countries have presented costed response plans, 
with a total requirement of $5 billion. To date, a funding 
gap of $3.4 billion remains, leaving 60 million people at 
significant risk of further suffering and loss.
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Impact and Responses by Region

In May, UN Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon announced the 
appointments of Mary Robinson and 
Ambassador Macharia Kamau as 
his Special Envoys on El Niño and 
Climate.
Since then, both Special Envoys 
visited Papua New Guinea, Timor-
Leste, Ethiopia and Honduras to 
better understand El Niño’s impact, 
and to strengthen advocacy to 
ensure that remaining humanitarian 
needs are met and sustained 
recovery efforts continue. They met 
with Government authorities, UN 
agencies, and development and 
humanitarian partners, and with 
local authorities and communities 
affected by El Niño.
While in Papua New Guinea and 
Timor-Leste, Special Envoy Kamau 
noted that communities suffered 
from extreme lack of water for 
drinking, sanitation and irrigation, 
and that numerous livestock died 

due to the prolonged drought. 
While amazed by the communities’ 
resilience to overcome the 
crisis, Ambassador Kamau 
stressed the need to intensify 
efforts to strengthen community 
preparedness and resilience, so as 
to ensure communities can break 
free from cycles of poverty and 
vulnerability to shocks. At the end 
of his mission, the Ambassador 
highlighted the need to particularly 
focus on developing climate-
proof agricultural and water 
supply solutions. Ambassador 
Kamau stressed: “Failure to meet 
the challenges presented by 
this new climate reality will have 
consequences that might be felt for 
generations. If we do not succeed, 
we will be letting down the people 
that need us most.”

Special Envoys on El Niño and Climate 
visit affected regions 

Special Envoy Macharia Kamau meets with El Niño-affected communities in Timor-Leste.  Photo: Unicef/Alice Clements

Failure to meet the
challenges presented by this 
new climate reality will have 
consequences that might be 
felt for generations. If we do not 
succeed, we will be letting down 
the people that need us most.

- Macharia Kamau



Special Envoy Mary Robinson 
witnessed the devastating impact 
of Ethiopia’s worst El Niño drought 
over the past 50 years. She 
visited several projects in Tigray 
in northern Ethiopia, where she 
acknowledged the enormous 
efforts of the Government and 
partners to address the impact of 
the crisis. The Special Envoy noted 
various situations in which local 
communities are taking ownership 
of international development 
programmes in water management, 
seedling diversification and other 
innovative resilience schemes. 
“This visit reinforced my belief that, 
when preparing for the inevitability 
of the next El Niño, we need to 
look more closely now at how we 
support local communities in the 
management of water systems and 
other natural resources, rendering 
them more resilient.”, she noted. 
In late July, while in Honduras, 
Mary Robinson raised awareness 
of the Government’s efforts to 

improve resilience by implementing 
social-safety programmes. Mrs. 
Robinson also noted that at the 
community level, vulnerability has 
been exacerbated and resilience 
eroded by lack of access to arable 
lands, and that defenders of land 
rights have faced discrimination, 
persecution and violence. 
Following their missions, both 
Special Envoys raised the alarm 
among donors and humanitarian 
and development partners and 
called for urgent action to address 
the needs of more than 60 million 
affected people. They called for 
a greater focus on immediate 
response and preparedness to 
future climate shocks, especially due 
to the likelihood of a La Niña event 
beginning in the latter half of 2016. 
This could have a compounding 
effect on communities already made 
vulnerable by El Niño.

Special Envoy Mary Robinson with women in Honduras. Photo: UNDP

This visit reinforced my 
belief that, when preparing
for the inevitability of the next 
El Niño, we need to look more 
closely now at how we support 
local communities in the 
management of water systems 
and other natural resources, 
rendering them more resilient.

- Mary Robinson
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UN agencies and other partners 
met at FAO Headquarters in 
Rome in June to raise awareness 
and coordinate responses to the 
protracted El Niño-related crises 
in Central America's Dry Corridor 
and the possibility of a related La 
Niña event in the second half of 
2016. The aim was to mobilize the 
international community to support 
the efforts of Governments, UN 
agencies and other partners.
Participants noted that the strategic 
alliance between the Rome-based 
UN organizations (FAO, IFAD, WFP), 
as well as South-South cooperation 
efforts, would be fundamental to 
eradicating hunger and poverty 
in the Dry Corridor. However, the 
scale of the challenge requires the 
support of the entire international 
community.

Representatives from Guatemala, 
Honduras and El Salvador took part 
in a round-table discussion that 
culminated in a joint declaration 
highlighting the common 
challenges within the Dry Corridor. 
The declaration centres on adapting 
the production systems of small-
scale family farmers to climate 
change, and it reaffirms efforts to 
reduce poverty, inequality and the 
socioeconomic and environmental 
vulnerability in the region. This 
emphasizes the need to ensure 
the social and economic inclusion 
of vulnerable communities while 
increasing and diversifying income 
opportunities. It also underlines 
the importance of boosting public 
and private investment, as well as 
technical and financial cooperation 
to target job creation for rural 
women and young people.

The Dry Corridor: 
Building resilience for 
security and nutrition 

Source: www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/422132/icode/

The Dry 
Corridor
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During July, FAO, IFAD and WFP 
chaired an event in Rome to discuss 
responses to the food security and 
agriculture challenges posed by 
El Niño and La Niña in Africa and 
the Asia-Pacific region. Keynote 
speakers included the WMO 
Secretary-General, Petteri Taalas, 
and the UN Special Envoy for El 
Niño and Climate, Ambassador 
Macharia Kamau. Ministers of 
Lesotho, Somalia and Zimbabwe, as 
well as representatives from affected 
countries, attended and shared 
their views and struggles to recover 
from the impacts of the 2015/2016 
El Niño event and their efforts in 
preparing for La Niña.

The event stressed that combined 
efforts to prevent further human 
suffering, strengthen resilience 
and safeguard livelihoods in the 
wake of El Niño's devastating 
effects worldwide must be rapidly 
ramped-up by Governments and 
the international community. The 
meeting also raised awareness of 
the need to recover agricultural 
livelihoods that have been severely 
damaged by El Niño-related 
droughts. Acting now will ensure 
that farmers have sufficient levels 
of agricultural inputs for upcoming 
planting seasons. UN agencies are 
redoubling efforts to mitigate the 
negative impacts and capitalize 

on the positive opportunities of a 
likely La Niña phenomenon in the 
coming months. This means acting 
decisively to prepare for above-
average rainfall in some areas and 
potential drought conditions in 
others.
In his keynote statement, Special 
Envoy Ambassador Macharia Kamau 
stressed: “Ending hunger and 
climate proofing food and water 
security must be our number-one 
priority. This is a decision that can be 
made by Governments today.”

El Niño and La Niña:
Impacts, prospects and priorities

6 July 2016 Rome, Italy - El Niño and La Niña: Impacts, prospects and priorities for action, 
FAO Headquarters (Sheikh Zayed Centre). Photo: FAO/Giuseppe Carotenuto

Ending hunger and climate proofing food and water security must be our number-one 
priority. This is a decision that can be made by Governments today.

- Macharia Kamau
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The high-level event  Responding 
to the Impacts of El Niño and 
Mitigating Recurring Climate Risks 
took place at the ECOSOC High-
Level Political Forum on 19 July. The 
event brought together affected 
States, donors and aid partners 
to raise awareness of immediate 
life-saving needs, to consider the 
links between El Niño and climate 
change, and to discuss the urgent 
need for strategies to mitigate 
risks and build resilience for future 
episodes.
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 
opened the event and warned that 
“extreme weather events reverse 
development gains. People and 
communities cannot escape poverty 
or banish hunger if their resources 
are wiped out by floods, storms or 
droughts every few years. For many 
of the poorest and most vulnerable, 
extreme weather events linked 
to climate change could put the 

achievements of the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development at 
risk.”
Mary Robinson reflected on both 
Special Envoys’ recent missions to 
Ethiopia, Papua New Guinea and 
Timor-Leste. She noted: "The coping 
capacities of people in El Niño-
affected countries are undermined 
because of climate change, making 
them even more vulnerable. This is 
so unfair when you consider the fact 
that these very people are amongst 
the least responsible for climate 
change."
A panel including the Vice-
President of Vietnam, the Vice 
Foreign Minister of Honduras, the 
Deputy Executive Secretary of 
the Southern Africa Development 
Commission and WFP’s Executive 
Director stressed the need to focus 
on a more sustainable response 
that considers opportunities of 
climate adaptation and mitigation. 

The panel reiterated the need to 
implement an integrated and long-
term strategy so that communities 
can better prepare for and response 
to new slow-onset disasters, 
such as El Niño and La Niña. This 
includes early warning and early 
action, strengthening resilience and 
restoring livelihoods. 
 

El Niño event at ECOSOC 
high-level forum

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon (front centre) addresses a high-level event on “Responding to the Impacts of El Niño and Mitigating Recurring Climate 
Risks”. Also pictured (from left): Mary Robinson, the Secretary-General's Special Envoy on El Niño and Climate and former President of Ireland; Nguyen 
Phuong Nga, Permanent Representative of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam to the UN. Photo: United Nations

For many of the poorest 
and most vulnerable, extreme 
weather events linked to 
climate change could put 
the achievements of the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development at risk.
- UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon
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East
Africa

An El Niño-induced drought has 
directly affected the region, leading 
to an increase in food insecurity and 
malnutrition. As of June 2016, the 
Food Security and Nutrition Working 
Group reports that close to 24 mil-
lion people in the region are facing 
critical and emergency food insecu-
rity levels. The 2015/2016 El Niño 

event has triggered drought in Ethi-
opia, the Somaliland and Puntland 
regions of northern Somalia, Sudan, 
Eritrea, Djibouti and eastern Chad. 
Water and pasture shortages dam-
aged crop and livestock production 
and caused communities in East 
Africa to turn to unprotected water 
sources, increasing the risk of water-
borne diseases, and poor sanitation 
and hygiene. Heavy rains from April 
brought extensive relief in parts of 
north-east and south-east Ethiopia, 
and some parts of Puntland and So-
maliland. However, rain has caused 
significant dispatch-and-distribution 
delays for the emergency response, 
as well as localized floods and land-
slides. In agricultural and pastoral 
areas of southern and central Soma-
lia and semi-arid Kenya, improve-
ments have been more modest, with 
drier-than-average conditions still 
affecting pastoral and rain-fed agri-
cultural areas. 
The livelihoods of most people in 
the region strongly depend on rain-
fed agriculture and pastoralism. In 
the Horn of Africa, agriculture em-
ploys between 60 and 80 per cent 

of the population, which is in stark 
contrast with limited arable land (4 
to 10 per cent) in the region. Natural 
disasters, particularly droughts, have 
been regular in the region, and the 
population has historically demon-
strated its capacity to mitigate and 
cope with the negative impacts of 
such extreme events. However, the 
impact of climate change in the past 
20 years has eroded the capacity to 
adapt and recovery. 
In Ethiopia, an estimated 9.7 million 
people are targeted for food  and 
non-food assistance. Malnutrition 
rates across the country remain 
high, with nearly one third of Ethio-
pia’s woredas classified as facing a 
food security and nutrition crisis. In 
Somalia, nearly 4.7 million people 
are food insecure. Drought was de-
clared in Puntland and Somaliland, 
where some communities have not 
experienced normal rains for up to 
four seasons. A total of 4.6 million 
people are acutely food insecure in 
Sudan, primarily due to the effects 
of El Niño. Food security has recent-
ly improved in southern and central 
parts of Tanzania and parts of Ugan-

REGIONAL OVERVIEW

Flooding in Kindo Didaye woreda, Wolayita zone,
SNNP region, Ethiopia 2016
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da and Rwanda, where main season 
harvests are under way, as well as 
in parts of Kenya. By contrast, the 
situation is expected to deteriorate 
further in the rest of the countries 
as the lean season deepens until 
the start of the main season’s green 
harvest in August/September.
After a substantially delayed onset 
of the March-to-May rainy season, 
planting of the 2016 main season 
crops was concluded at the begin-
ning of May in Somalia (gu), Kenya 
(long rains), Ethiopia (meher), south-
ern South Sudan (Green Belt), north-
ern United Republic of Tanzania 
(masika) and north-eastern Uganda. 
In most of these areas, crops to be 
harvested from July/August are in 
good condition following abundant 
rains in April/May that eased the 
early seasonal moisture deficits. In 
western Ethiopia, Eritrea, northern 
South Sudan and Sudan, planting of 
the 2016 main season crops is under 
way. The 2016 main season is more 
advanced in most southern crop-
ping areas of the subregion, where 
production is forecast at average 
levels. Prices of coarse grains have 
been increasing in most countries 
as the lean season progresses, while 
prices are firm or slightly declining 
in countries where harvests began.
The overall outlook for East Africa 
improved due to recent favourable 
rains that eliminated early seasonal 
dryness. Abundant precipitation 
in May partly eliminated moisture 
deficits following early seasonal dry-
ness and could possibly boost yield 
prospects for the 2016 crops. 
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The worst drought in 50 years has 
tripled humanitarian needs since 
early 2015. A total of 9.7 million 
people are targeted for emergency 
food assistance. Around 1.2 million 
children under age 5 and pregnant 
and lactating mothers are project-
ed to suffer from moderate acute 
malnutrition (MAM) during the 

second half of the year, in addition 
to 220,000 children who will be 
severely malnourished. Some 2.9 
million farmers need immediate 
agricultural support, and some 2.7 
million people require emergency 
health interventions. It is estimated 
that 2.5 million vulnerable people 
require assistance to address the in-
creased levels of protection against 
abuse, neglect and violence due to 
the drought. 
In Ethiopia, most food insecure peo-
ple are concentrated in the eastern 
areas of Oromia, Amhara and Tigray 
regions, and in Afar and northern 
Somali regions. Households’ seed 
reserves are severely depleted and 
alarming seed shortages are report-
ed. The Government issued a revi-
sion of the hotspot woreda classifi-
cation in July, in which the number 
of Priority 1 woredas was reduced 
from 219 (April) to 206, indicating 
an improvement of the food secu-
rity and nutrition situation in some 
areas. The total number of Targeted 
Supplementary Feeding Programme 
beneficiaries is now 2.36 million. 
The Government/WFP relief food 
pipeline requires urgent support to 

meet needs through 2016. For cere-
als and pulses, shortfalls are project-
ed to start in late August. Additional 
priorities include animal-health 
campaigns to protect core breeding 
animals and cash-for-work initiatives 
to improve infrastructure.
Production for 2016 is expected at 
near-average levels, as favourable 
precipitation since April negated 
the impact of early rainfall deficits. 
Good crop conditions are reported 
in the Southern Nations, National-
ities and Peoples' Region, central 
Oromia and eastern Amhara. By 
contrast, a below-average output 
is expected in southern Tigray and 
eastern Oromia due to inadequate 
soil moisture. The number of people 
requiring emergency assistance is 
expected to decline with the onset 
of meher harvests in October 2016. 
Seasonal forecasts indicate that the 
kiremt (June to September) rainfall 
will likely be above average in most 
agricultural areas.
Improved belg (spring) rains 
(March-May) since late April eased 
water-trucking demands in parts of 
drought-affected north-eastern and 
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Drought, worsened by El Niño effects, is having a devastating impact on the lives and livelihoods of over ten million 
Ethiopians. Failed spring short rains and erratic long summer rains caused by El Niño in 2015 led to serious spikes in 
food insecurity, malnutrition, water and fodder shortages, and health outbreaks across the country. The humanitarian 
situation continues to deteriorate, with flooding causing further displacement and disease outbreaks. 
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south-eastern regions. However, 
heavy rains since early May have 
caused floods and landslides across 
Ethiopia, displacing over 298,000 
people, submerging 55,000 hec-
tares of farmland, killing thousands 
of livestock, damaging key infra-
structure and seriously hampering 
the delivery of humanitarian assis-
tance, as some areas became inac-
cessible. With the rains filling ponds 
and surface-water sources, the risk 
of waterborne disease outbreaks 
increased. Acute Watery Diarrhoea 
(AWD) has spread across the coun-
try. Over 7,600 cases have been 
reported since the outbreak began 
in November 2015, including over 
4,100 cases in Addis Ababa. An 
estimated 3.9 million people are in 
critical need of safe and adequate 
water, sanitation and hygiene servic-
es. So far this year, WASH partners 
have reached more than 1.1 million 
people with access to clean water.
Some 4 million children require tar-
geted assistance to maintain access 
to education. The loss of assets and 
livelihoods has compromised the 
capacity of parents and caregivers 
to send their children to school and 
cover the costs of clothing, school 
materials and food. There are risks 
of increased drop-out rates of chil-
dren in the early years of schooling. 
Government school-feeding pro-
grammes were found to encourage 
children to stay in school in 2016. 
Humanitarian actors are calling for 
more support for teachers, including 
in the provision of drinking water 
and personal hygiene, cooking and 
learning materials. Humanitarian 
requirements in the education sec-
tor have doubled from the original 
Humanitarian Requirements Docu-
ment (HRD).
A well-coordinated response is 
under way, although humanitarian 
operational capacity is hindered by 
a shortage of financial resources. 
The joint Government-HCT HRD, 
was revised in August following the 
Government-led inter-agency belg 
assessment in drought-affected 
areas.  The revised HRD appeals for 
US$1.63 billion. and has a funding 
gap of $612.4 million. The Govern-

ment is allocating $21.2 million for 
emergency seed support for the 
meher season and has committed 
over $75 million to livestock inter-
ventions. The Central Emergency 
Response Fund (CERF) has allocated 
$25.5 million for life-saving activities 
in response to the El Niño-linked 
drought. To mitigate the adverse 
impacts of anticipated floods in the 
kiremt season, a revised Flood Con-
tingency Plan was launched in July.
In addition to the 9.7 million people 
now targeted through general food 
distribution under the HRD, 8 million 
chronically food insecure people 
receive assistance through the Gov-
ernment-implemented Productive 
Safety Net Programme. 
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El Niño brought heavy rains and 
flooding to parts of southern and 
central Somalia and severe drought 
in the north. Nearly 4.7 million peo-
ple (38 per cent of the population) 
need humanitarian and livelihood 
support. Of these people, 1.7 mil-
lion are in drought-affected Punt-
land and Somaliland, where most 
communities have experienced 
below-average rains for up to 
four seasons, spanning two years. 
Drought conditions led to increased 
food insecurity, cash shortages and 
outmigration of livestock, rising 
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water prices and a sharp increase 
in debt among poor households. 
Nearly 305,000 children under age 
5 are acutely malnourished and 
urgently need treatment. The num-
ber of children enrolled in nutrition 
programmes has increased in the 
most-affected regions and water 
sources are overstretched. 
Below-average and erratically dis-
tributed gu rainfall led to significant 
crop destruction and reduced agri-
cultural labour opportunities. It also 
failed to adequately restore pasture 
and water resources to support 
normal livestock productivity. In the 
drought-hit north-eastern region, 
the rains started late and were er-
ratic, thus extending the dry season. 
Recent rains are improving pasture 
and water availability, but livestock 
body conditions and animal health 
status remain very poor, with a se-
vere negative impact on pastoral-
ists’ income and nutrition. The food 
security situation in central, southern 
and north-eastern parts of Somalia 
is expected to deteriorate in the 
coming months with more people 
facing acute food insecurity due 
to poor gu and hagaa (June-July) 
seasonal rains. The 2016 gu harvest 
is expected to be 30 to 50 per cent 
below average in southern Somalia.
Some of the areas projected to 
receive below-average harvests, 
such as Bay and Lower Shabelle 
regions, account for about 80 per 
cent of the cereal production in the 
southern regions. In the event of a 
La Niña, the next deyr rainy season 
(October-December) is also likely 
to be below average in most parts 
of the country. Significant soil-mois-
ture deficits persist, especially in 
Puntland where livestock migration 
is still taking place in large numbers 
towards areas with better pasture 
availability in Sanaag. Cereal harvest 
in Somaliland is estimated at 87 per 
cent below the five-year average. 
Poor crop production has also re-
duced farmers’ seed stocks. 
South Somalia experienced floods 
resulting from heavy 2016 gu rains 
in the upper catchment of the Juba 
and Shabelle rivers damaging infra-
structure and crops. About 100,000 

tures, increasing requirements from 
the food security sector. In 2015, 
rainfall was predominantly late and 
intermittent with long dry spells 
throughout the country. This signif-
icantly affected the cultivation and 
planting of crops, as well as pasture 
and water for livestock. Below-av-
erage harvests, rising staple food 
prices, very poor pasture condi-
tions and continued conflict in the 
Greater Darfur, South Kordofan and 
Blue Nile states are all contributing 
to much higher food insecurity in 
2016. Across the country, 4.6 million 
people are acutely food insecure, 
primarily due to the effects of El 
Niño. The number of rural, resident 
households expected to be in crisis 
is about twice as high as in a typical 
year. An estimated 3.5 million peo-
ple are affected by El Niño, includ-
ing over 1.5 million women and 
over 680,000 children. An estimated 
280,000 children with acute malnu-
trition are expected to require pre-
ventive and life-saving assistance in 
72 affected localities across Sudan. 
In addition, declining livestock pric-
es are reducing purchasing power 
and staple food access. 
The lean period in Sudan began in 
February/March, about two months 
earlier than normal, when prices of 
locally produced cereals began to 
rise as meagre household stocks 
were quickly dwindling. The national 
average price of sorghum was 58 
per cent higher than the five-year 
average for June. This increase was 
mainly a result of inflationary in-
crease in the cost of imported in-
puts. This was due to the continuous 
devaluation of the Sudanese pound, 
in addition to a lower harvest during 
the 2015/2016 season. Based on the 
joint analysis by FAO and the Min-
istry of Livestock, about 8.4 million 
livestock require immediate support 
with inputs and services.
Areas affected by heavy rains and 
flash floods include parts of Blue 
Nile, Kassala, Khartoum, North Dar-
fur, Northern, and South and West 
Kordofan states. Flooding occurs 
annually in Sudan, but the level of 
the River Nile and its tributaries are 
already close to alarming levels at 

people were affected, more than 
70,000 of whom were displaced 
from the riverine areas. The floods 
also increased the risk of water-
borne and vectorborne diseases 
owing to unsafe water use. AWD/
cholera cases have been reported in 
10 districts in southern and central 
Somalia. More than 12,000 cases 
have been reported so far this year. 
However, only 600 cases were re-
ported in June, as the robust and 
timely response by humanitarian 
partners averted a further spread of 
the outbreak.
Since October 2015, humanitarian 
partners have scaled up critical 
life-saving and life-sustaining as-
sistance in parts of Puntland and 
Somaliland. The Humanitarian 
Country Team is revising the Call for 
Aid, launched on 31 March 2016, to 
mitigate the deterioration of the sit-
uation in Puntland and Somaliland. 
The revised call covers the three-
month period from July to Septem-
ber 2016. It builds on the initial Call 
for Aid, the Somalia Humanitarian 
Response Plan (HRP) and the So-
malia Contingency Plan for El Niño 
developed in September 2015. Of 
the $127 million required as of 31 
March, $49 million has been fund-
ed to date, enabling some clusters 
to scale up response. Since 2015, 
CERF has allocated $15.9 million in 
response to drought and flooding in 
Somalia. 
Priorities now include the immedi-
ate needs of more than 1 million 
people in Somaliland and Puntland 
to ensure they can meet their food 
security needs and save livestock. In 
response to the AWD/cholera out-
break, priority interventions include 
the provision of access to safe water 
via water-supply vouchers, the re-
habilitation and repair of strategic 
boreholes and water points, and the 
distribution of hygiene kits. 
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El Niño has reduced water availa-
bility and cultivation areas, delayed 
planting and resulted in poor pas-
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this early stage of the rainy season 
(June to September/ October). 
An estimated 42,850 people have 
been affected so far. In affected 
areas, about 8,570 houses have 
been damaged, of which 4,308 
were destroyed. Above-average and 
average rainfall is expected to con-
tinue and is anticipated to result in 
an average to above-average 2016-
2017 crop production and pasture 
conditions. This will have positive 
impacts for food security for poor 
rural families through improved 
household food production, access 
to seasonal wild foods, purchasing 
power and availability of livestock 
products.
In February, international agencies 
and the Government jointly pre-
pared the El Niño Mitigation and 
Preparedness Plan to outline the 
current and anticipated humanitar-
ian impact. The plan appealed for 
$82 million over three months. The 
Government is closely monitoring 
the situation and has completed 

vulnerable groups. In addition to 
addressing short-term hunger and 
negative coping behaviour, the 
response will aim to reduce climate 
risk in the medium to long term and 
lay the foundation for sustainable 
self-reliance. Infrastructure for the 
provision of water for humans and 
livestock requires rehabilitation and 
protection. 
For the most updated information, 
please visit: 
www.unocha.org/el-Niño-east-africa

post-harvest assessments for each 
state.  The Government-led flood 
response is ongoing at the national 
level by the National Flood Steering 
Committee, which comprises the 
Humanitarian Aid Commission, the 
Civil Defence and the Sudanese Red 
Crescent Society and is supported 
by OCHA. Support from interna-
tional humanitarian actors is being 
provided in some states including 
North Darfur and West Kordofan.
Humanitarian partners, including UN 
agencies, NGOs and the Govern-
ment, have an operational presence 
in most of the El Niño-affected lo-
calities (52 of 82 localities). In areas 
where there is no partner presence, 
support will be extended through 
the local community and administra-
tion arrangements.
Response to the impact of El Niño 
will require a holistic response 
across sectors targeting small-scale 
farmers and pastoralist communi-
ties in addition to already affected 

Flooding trends in 2015 and 2016. 
Source: HAC Early Warning Centre

13



Impact and Responses by Region

Southern
Africa

REGIONAL OVERVIEW

El Niño’s climatic influence is 
waning, but the humanitarian 
consequences continue to have a 
devastating effect on the lives and 
livelihoods of millions of people 
across Southern Africa. In response 
to the devastating El-Niño-induced 
drought, which has affected an 
estimated 40 million people across 
the region, including some 23 
million who urgently need human-
itarian assistance, the Southern 
African Development Community 
(SADC) officially declared a regional 
drought disaster and launched a 
Regional Appeal for Humanitari-
an and Recovery Support for $2.4 
billion. The drought has caused a 
regional shortfall of 9.3 million tons 
of cereal production and hundreds 
of thousands of livestock deaths. 
An estimated 579,000 children will 
require treatment for severe acute 
malnutrition (SAM) this year.
The SADC appeal is a formal re-
quest to the international communi-
ty to provide assistance to affected 
Member States, and it is meant to 
complement the response efforts of 
individual Member States. Six SADC 
Member States (Botswana, Lesotho, 
Malawi, Namibia, Swaziland and 
Zimbabwe) have already declared 
national drought emergencies. 
South Africa has declared drought 
emergencies in eight of its nine 

few resources to cope with and 
recover from shocks. Regional vul-
nerability is also a consequence of 
undiversified livelihoods. More than 
50 per cent of the population in 
six countries in the region relies on 
agriculture for employment. Lack of 
adequate access to financial mar-
kets contributes to the vulnerability 
of households reliant on agriculture 
and further degrades livelihood 
conditions. The macroeconomic 
deterioration has compounded the 
effects of the drought. Currency de-
valuation, widespread in the region, 
increases the cost of food imports, 
diminishes purchasing power and 
thus reduces food access. Due to 
uncertainty, declining capital flows 
are reducing Government revenues 
at a time when social safety nets 
need expanding.
The humanitarian response has 
been ongoing since 2015, with com-
munities, national Governments, 
donors, UN and NGO partners 
responding to needs in agriculture, 
food security, nutrition and health 
sectors, and access to safe drinking 
water. However, there is now an 
urgent need to scale up assistance 
to the most vulnerable people in 
the region with additional funds. 
To avoid a protracted emergency 
into late 2017/early 2018, livelihood 
recovery activities and preparation 
for the next agricultural season need 

provinces, while Mozambique de-
clared a 90-day institutional red alert 
for its central and southern regions. 
In support of the SADC appeal, 
the Southern African Regional In-
ter-Agency Standing Committee (RI-
ASCO) developed a complementary 
action plan, requesting $1.2 billion 
to provide critical aid to 12.3 million 
people in the seven most-affected 
countries until April 2017.
El Niño peaked during the region’s 
main rainfall season (October to 
April), impacting water sources 
and harvests that usually see poor 
households through until at least 
October. However, families in many 
parts of the region are exhausting 
their remaining food stocks earlier 
than usual due to poor or failed har-
vests. The decline in access to safe 
drinking water also has widespread 
consequences, including on health 
and education. With at least 70 per 
cent of Southern Africans relying on 
agriculture-based livelihoods, it is 
essential to provide seeds and fer-
tilizers for the next planting season, 
which starts in October 2016.
The impact of El Niño in the region 
is jeopardizing decades of hard-
won developmental gains. Southern 
Africa is home to many chronically 
vulnerable people, and economic 
growth has not necessarily translat-
ed in poverty reduction: chronically 
poor households can accumulate 

Source: FEWS NET
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Source: FAO

to be prioritized and implemented 
as part of El Niño response-and-re-
covery efforts, in parallel with pre-
paredness efforts for a possible La 
Niña event.
In the Southern Africa region, a La 
Niña event tends to be associated 
with above-average rainfall from 
December to March, particularly 
in the south, which corresponds to 
the main cropping season for most 
countries in the region. Enhanced 
rainfall could speed up the regen-
eration of pasture land and lead 
to above-average crop production 
for the summer harvest. Such pos-
itive effects of La Niña would only 
alleviate the current high levels of 
food insecurity from February 2017 
onwards, when the main maize 
crop matures and is subsequently 
harvested. Excessive rainfall could 
lead to an increased risk of localized 
flooding. La Niña also leads to an 
increased likelihood of cyclones 
forming in the Mozambique chan-
nel. Initial model forecasts suggest 
that precipitation will be near aver-
age for October to December.
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Poor rainfall related to El Niño has 
affected  access to water for human 
consumption, irrigation and live-
stock, accompanied by an increase 
in cases of malaria, diarrhoea, 
cholera, malnutrition in children 
under age 5, measles, scabies, acute 
respiratory infections and yellow 
fever. The drought has affected an 
estimated 1.25 million people in the 
southern provinces, particularly in 
Cunene, Huila, Cuando Cubango 
and Namibe, where 756,000 people 
require humanitarian assistance. A 
combination of extreme dryness 
and foot-and-mouth disease has led 
to the death of about 360,000 cattle 
in the southern region. 
The Government has established a 
contingency plan and is implement-
ing programmes to provide people 
with food and non-food items and 
health care, and it has built/rehabil-
itated water infrastructure. A Multi-
sectoral Commission for Assistance 
to Populations Affected has been 

established and the institutional 
capacities of local authorities have 
been strengthened. NGOs and 
several partners are working on 
malnutrition and supplying thera-
peutic medicines to combat stunting 
among children. The Ministry of 
Health has started the revitalization 
of health services, particularly to 
combat yellow fever, malaria and 
chikungunya. 
A total of $261.42 million is required 
for the current drought response, 
of which the Government has made 
available some $26.7 million. In 
February, CERF allocated $5 million 
in response to the drought. How-
ever, the response of the Govern-
ment and sponsors is hampered 
by financial constraints, the lack of 
drought-resistant crops and the 
constraints in purchasing these 
crops in neighbouring countries due 
to the diminished value of the local 
currency.

Agricultural Stress Index  –  percentage of cropped areas suffering from water stress  
 

 

 

  
First dekad February 2015  First dekad February 2016  

15



Impact and Responses by Region
MICRONESIA 

NAMIBIA  

VIETNAM

MONGOLIA

TIMOR-LESTE

ETHIOPIA

SOMALIA

SUDAN

ANGOLA

LESOTHO ETHIOPIA

MALAWI

SWAZILAND

ZIMBABWE

MADAGASCAR

MOZAMBIQUE

PAPUA NEW
GUINEA

PALAU

VANUATU

EL SALVADOR

GUATEMALA

HONDURAS

HAITI

ZAMBIA

DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC OF 
THE CONGO

MARSHALL
ISLANDS

The country was affected by El 
Niño-related above-average rainfall 
from October 2015 to April 2016. 
This resulted in floods in 11 of DRC’s 
26 provinces, particularly along the 
Congo River Basin, which affected 
over 770,000 people, destroyed 
over 48,000 homes and damaged 
more than 5,500 hectares of crop 
land. The widespread floods exac-
erbated the spread of waterborne 
diseases in the affected areas: 
between January and June, nearly 
21,000 cholera cases were reported, 
which is twice the estimate from the 
same period last year, and a severe 
outbreak of malaria was reported 
in Haut-Uele Province, with over 
250,000 cases recorded between 
January and May. This is four times 
the number reported during that 
time in 2015. A yellow fever epidem-
ic was declared on 20 June in Kin-
shasa, Kwango and Kongo-Central 
provinces. Sixty-eight confirmed and 
1,900 suspected cases, including 95 
deaths, were recorded from January 
to July.
The loss of food and livelihoods, 
exacerbated by the effects of El 
Niño, is expected to impact affect-
ed people until September 2016. 
The lean period will follow in the 
last months of the year, aggravating 
food access challenges for many 
people. El Niño’s repercussions on 
the agriculture sector are significant, 
as it accounts for over 40 per cent of 
GDP and employs over 55 per cent 
of the country’s labour force.4  To 
address the aftermath of El Niño, the 
Government has called on human-
itarian partners for assistance and 
launched an appeal for $232 million 
to address the food security and 
nutrition challenges of 4.5 million 
people.
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three most-affected provinces, in-
cluding a review of provincial and 
municipal development plans.
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The fourth consecutive year of crop 
failure, drought and a locust plague 
in combination with high levels of 
poverty have created significant hu-
manitarian needs in Madagascar. In 
February 2016, it was estimated that 
almost 1.4 million people were food 
insecure, 665,000 of whom needed 
urgent assistance in seven districts 
of southern Madagascar (known 
as the Grand Sud). An estimated 
39,000 children under age 5 in the 
most-affected districts are suffering 
from acute malnutrition, including 
7,000 suffering from SAM. The stunt-
ing rate for children under age 5 is 
47 per cent in the Grand Sud, which 
is the highest rate in Southern Africa.
Water for human, animal and agri-
cultural use is now critically scarce 
due to the drought. Water consump-
tion has reduced to a reported 1 
litre/day in some districts. Women 
and girls are affected dispropor-
tionally. Girls spend hours every day 
collecting water instead of going 
to school, while boys lead cattle to 
water. The already challenging edu-
cation context is further aggravated 
in drought-affected districts. 
In March 2016, a joint and multisec-
toral national response plan was 
formulated under the leadership 
of the Bureau of Risk and Disaster 
Management. Madagascar has 
reviewed and updated the Food 
Security and Nutrition Contingency 
Plan, including a review of cluster 
members’ capacity for response. 
The overall requirement is an esti-
mated $70 million. 
A number of partners are respond-
ing to address the needs of the 
most vulnerable people. WFP 
plans to reach 725,000 people with 
a combination of unconditional 
and conditional food assistance 
between July and February 2017. 

The country is experiencing an 
unprecedented level of El Niño-in-
duced drought, with an almost 62 
per cent decline in crop production 
during the last agricultural season. 
According to the Lesotho Vulnerabil-
ity Assessment Committee (LVAC), 
about half of the rural population 
(680,000 people) is at risk of liveli-
hood and food insecurity between 
May 2016 and April 2017. Of these 
people, 202,600 require emergency 
livelihood support. The Integrated 
Food Security Phase Classification 
estimates that 510,258 people are in 
a state of food security crisis.
Crop production reduced by al-
most 62 per cent during the last 
agricultural season. This reflects 
severe dry conditions during most 
of the 2015/16 cropping season, 
when seasonal rains were delayed 
between 20 and 40 days due to El 
Niño and the impact of frost from 
the mountainous regions. Food 
prices have risen up to 50 per cent 
compared with last year, and 30 per 
cent of households report that they 
lost two to three cattle. The impacts 
of recent events are further com-
pounded by vulnerability factors, 
such as chronic malnutrition at 33 
per cent and a 23 per cent HIV prev-
alence rate. Almost one third (28 
per cent) of health facilities reported 
a reduction of clients enrolling on 
antiretroviral therapy (ART) in the 
last three months.
In partnership with the government 
recently-launched RIASCO Action 
Plan estimates that $54.77 million 
are needed to meet the needs of 
the affected population. The UN 
and NGO partners have so far re-
ceived about $12.75 million for the 
drought response. CERF and ECHO 
have been the biggest contributors, 
particularly in the food security and 
agriculture sector. Donations of sta-
ple foods have been received from 
the Governments of China and Bot-
swana. The Government’s Disaster 
Management Authority is mandated 
to ensure coordination at the nation-
al level, while UNDP ensures general 
coordination support to the UN.
The Government is piloting resil-
ience-building strategies in the 
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In collaboration with the National 
Office for Nutrition, supplementary 
feeding is provided to 70,000 chil-
dren under age 5, and some 20,000 
households will receive protection 
rations to minimize the sharing of 
treatment rations. WHO is piloting a 
health-surveillance application using 
CERF funding as part of its support 
to the health sector. UNICEF is help-
ing some communities to design 
and build community-led total san-
itation toilets. UNDP has helped to 
strengthen coordination, including 
establishing an Emergency Opera-
tion Centre in Ambovombe, South-
ern Madagascar, to strengthen field 
coordination, data collection and 
information management. 
However, the response is con-
strained by funding limitations, 
with only 34 per cent of the $70 
million required covered, including 
$6 million from CERF. The scale of 
the drought is stretching national 
coping capacities. Hard-won devel-
opment gains and even minimum 
coping mechanisms hang in the bal-
ance. Chronic poverty resulting from 
decades of marginalization and lack 
of development investments means 
that humanitarian assistance perpet-
ually has to fill the gap.
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According to the recent annual as-
sessment of the Malawi Vulnerability 
Assessment Committee (MVAC), 
the country experienced a maize 
production deficit of 768,687 tons 
against annual requirements, re-
sulting in an urgent need to import 
maize. The total affected popula-
tion (based on survival threshold) 
is 6,491,847 people, for whom 
375,393 tons of maize is required. A 
market assessment indicates that 73 
per cent of the affected population 
will require in-kind food response, 
while 27 per cent will require cash-
based interventions. Prices of staple 
maize are high compared with the 
same period last year, and house-
holds are likely to resort to unsus-

tainable food-and-livelihood coping 
strategies in order to afford very 
highly priced food. 
Food insecurity continues to aggra-
vate Malawi’s fragile nutrition situ-
ation, with vulnerable groups and 
people on ART and/or TB treatment 
being particularly affected. Over 47 
per cent of children under age 5 are 
malnourished. The number of chil-
dren diagnosed with SAM has dou-
bled during the last three months, 
according to UNICEF. 
The Government is leading the re-
sponse through the Department of 
Disaster Management Affairs (DoD-
MA), with support from humanitari-
an partners, including NGOs, the UN 
and donors. A National Response 
Plan for 2016/2017 was launched 
in July 2016. It seeks $395 million. 
So far only $146 million has been 
received, including $16 million from 
CERF, leaving a gap of $264 million. 
The US has pledged $55 million 
and the Chinese Government has 
pledged an in-kind donation of rice 
worth $9 million. The Government 
of Malawi has allocated about $50 
million for maize purchases in the 
2016/17 budget. There is an urgent 
need to import maize due to the 
current maize deficit and increasing 
maize prices.

The cluster system has been acti-
vated, and inter-cluster meetings 
have been taking place to ensure 
proper cross-sector coordination is 
in place. The Office of the Vice Pres-
ident, through DoDMA, convenes 
the meetings of the Humanitarian 
Response Committee to monitor 
the implementation progress of the 
food insecurity response. DoDMA 
is also facilitating the finalization of 
the National Contingency Plan and 
the review of district-level contin-
gency plans, and it is strengthening 
coordination capacity. 
Under the Government’s leadership, 
UNDP has supported the conduct 
of a drought post-disaster needs 
assessment (PDNA) to identify the 
required medium-/long-term in-
terventions necessary to recover. 
Conducted in partnership with 
the World Bank and several UN 
agencies, the PDNA has identified 
agriculture and food security as 
the most affected sectors. It also 
unveiled important secondary neg-
ative effects of the drought, such 
as health, nutrition and economic 
status.

Wilted crops in Neno district, Malawi. Photo: OCHA/Tamara van Vliet
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Drought has affected mostly south-
ern and central regions of Mozam-
bique, including the provinces of 
Gaza, Inhambane, Manica, Maputo, 
Sofala, Tete, and Zambezia. Results 
from the Vulnerability Assessment 
Committee’s 2016 evaluation indi-
cate that 1.5 million people require 
immediate food assistance. This 
number is expected to increase to 
almost 2 million people at the peak 
of the lean season from October 
2016 to March 2017. The Govern-
ment estimates that the drought has 
affected 459,000 farmers and about 
864,000 ha of agricultural land. 
Data from the Technical Secretariat 
of Food Security and Nutrition sug-
gests that over 95,000 children will 
suffer from acute malnutrition over 
the next six months in the six most 
drought-affected provinces. This is a 
30 per cent increase from the No-
vember 2015 estimate. In a normal 
year, acute malnutrition rates would 
decline after the harvest season, but 
this year’s failed crops and rising 
inflation suggest that the nutrition 
situation may continue to deterio-
rate. 
Preliminary results of the assessment 
conducted in April by the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Food Security 
(MASA) indicate that about 864,201 
hectares of several crops were lost 
and approximately 458,564 farm-
ers are affected by the drought in 
the provinces of  Sofala, Tete and 
Manica (in the central region), and 
Gaza (in the southern region). About 
692,606 cattle are at risk due to lack 
of water and fodder mainly in Mapu-
to, Gaza and Inhambane provinces.
A La Niña event could lead to an 
average-to-above-average upcom-
ing rainy season, but also to mod-
erate-to-severe flooding in January 
2017 and an active cyclone season.
The recently launched SADC Appeal 
estimates that $217.1 million are 
needed to assist 1.5 people until 
March 2017 in areas such as food 

security, agriculture, WASH, and nu-
trition. So far, 18 per cent has been 
mobilized. The Government and 
HCT members are working on mobi-
lizing additional resources to reduce 
the gap and reach more people 
in need. Additional support to the 
Government is ongoing to strength-
en the coordination of the drought 
response, particularly its information 
management and communications 
capacities.
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An estimated 596,000 people (one 
quarter of the population) are food 
insecure and require urgent sup-
port. The highest percentages of 
food insecure households are in the 
Kavango West (62.5 per cent), Zam-
bezi (50.7 per cent) and Otjozondju-
pa (41.3 per cent) regions.  
The 2016 Food and Nutritional 
Security Assessment estimated a 
below-average cereal crop produc-
tion during the 2016-2017 market 
year, with a deficit of over 251,200 
metric tons to be covered under 
commercial imports. The assess-
ment revealed that although most 
food commodities are available in 
the local markets, maize prices have 
increased by 15 per cent since the 
beginning of the year. Approximate-
ly 2.4 per cent of children aged 6-59 
months suffer from SAM, while an 
additional 3.8 per cent of children 
in the same age group suffer from 
MAM. 
Following the declaration of a State 
of Emergency on 30 June 2016, the 
Government set aside N$90 million 
($6.7 million) to implement interim 
food assistance to 595,839 people 
from May to July 2016. A compre-
hensive drought programme is en-
visaged to start from August 2016 
to March 2017.
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The devastating drought has im-
pacted all sectors and increased 
social-protection concerns. Accord-
ing to preliminary Swazi VAC 2016 
results, 350,069 people need urgent 
food assistance until the next harvest 
season (March 2017). At least 66,000 
cattle have perished and an estimat-
ed 100,000 more are at risk. A de-
cline in food access, both in quantity 
and quality, is likely to affect the HIV 
treatment of about 167,615 people 
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(UNAIDS 2015), while 200,000 peo-
ple and 78 per cent of schools are 
facing critical water shortages. In ad-
dition, there are increased protection 
concerns as women and girls trek 
longer distances in search of water 
and are exposed to sexual exploita-
tion and abuse. 
The critical water shortage has forced 
Swaziland to import all its energy 
needs, since its domestic hydroelec-
tric generation (which provided 20 
per cent of total needs) has ceased. 
GDP growth declined by 0.3 per cent 
to 1.4 per cent during 2015 due to 
sharp declines in agriculture. Maize 
prices are already very high for the 
poorest households. They are set 
to increase with recent fuel hikes in 
South Africa, from which Swaziland 
imports 85 per cent of its commod-
ities.
A total of 8,750 tons of food has 
been provided to 158,000 people 
by the Swaziland National Disaster 
Management Agency (NDMA) and 
humanitarian partners in the affected 
areas. Cash vouchers have been pro-
vided to 21,000 people in Shiselweni. 
Food and nutrition gardens have 
been established for 25,000 people 
and in 100 schools. However, there is 
still an urgent need to provide food 
and cash assistance to 350,069 more 
people, as well as livelihood support 
and access to water for affected 
households and at least 516 schools. 
The NDMA has activated strategic 
and technical inter-cluster coordi-
nation structures at national and 
regional levels and is leading and 
coordinating resource mobilization. 
However, a lack of funding for the 
drought response, in addition to 
weak institutional capacity, is ham-
pering the ability of the Govern-
ment and implementing agencies 
to expand to meet the needs of the 
most affected. Of the $92.46 million 
required according to the SADC 
Appeal, only $9.8 million has been 
mobilized, including $6.8 million 
from the Government.
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Zambia has not declared a national 
disaster. It is the only country in the 
region with an exportable maize sur-
plus of 634,681 tons, since the total 
availability, including the carryover, 
stands at 3,540,577 tons against the 
national requirement of 2,905,896 
tons.  
However, a recent assessment found 
that an estimated 975,738 people 
(162,623 households) have been 
affected by the 48 per cent decline 
of maize production in the region. 
Water shortages are also a concern, 
as are the high rates of children 
under age 5 who are stunted (49.6 
per cent) and underweight (14.7 per 
cent).
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El Niño continues to have a severe 
impact in Zimbabwe, particularly in 
the Manicaland, Masvingo and Mid-
lands provinces. According to the 
Zimbabwe Vulnerability Assessment 
Committee (ZimVAC), an estimated 
2.2 million people require imme-
diate humanitarian assistance from 
July through September. It is pro-
jected that about 4.1 million people 
(42 per cent of the rural population) 
will be food insecure by the first 
quarter of 2017. 
At the beginning of 2016, the 
country received below-average 
rainfall, which followed a poor har-
vest season in 2014/15 when cereal 
production declined by 43 per 
cent compared with the previous 
five-year average. This resulted in a 
cereal deficit of 650,000 tons and in-
creased cereal import requirements. 
The national average maize grain 
price is currently 38 per cent higher 
than the same period last year. It 
is estimated that only 35 per cent 
of the normal area has been plant-
ed this year. This has reduced the 
demand for casual labour, such as 

planting and weeding, a key source 
of income during the hunger gap 
period, thereby increasing the risk 
of food insecurity. Water shortages 
and poor grazing have resulted in 
over 25,000 cattle deaths across the 
country. 
Eroded production capacity of 
vulnerable farming households and 
increased food prices have signifi-
cantly increased food and nutrition 
insecurity. This includes higher 
rates of malnutrition especially in 
the most food insecure districts. 
GAM rates are at 5.7 per cent, the 
highest in the past 15 years. Women 
and children are among the most 
affected; according to ZimVAC, 
sexual and gender-based violence 
(SGBV) and teenage pregnancies 
are increasing in most districts, with 
some households resorting to mar-
rying off their daughters as a coping 
strategy. It is anticipated that edu-
cation will be adversely affected by 
drought due to the unavailability of 
food and the inability to pay school 
fees/levies. Children in Matabele-
land North are reportedly skipping 
classes, citing hunger and the need 
to help out with household or farm 
work as the reasons.
Targeted food assistance is required 
to address the immediate food and 
nutrition needs of households and 
communities, and the basic provi-
sion of crop and livestock inputs to 
food insecure farmers. Providing 
life-saving nutrition treatment to all 
children and pregnant and lactating 
women affected by acute malnu-
trition is also critical. In the WASH 
sector, the restoration of access to 
sufficient water of appropriate qual-
ity and quantity to fulfil basic needs 
is required, as well as the provision 
of access to critical WASH-related 
non-food items. Increased aware-
ness of safe hygiene and sanitation 
practices among urban and rural 
populations and institutions is also 
necessary. 
The Government has established a 
Cabinet Committee on Emergency 
Response, chaired by the Vice Pres-
ident, to coordinate responses to 
meet immediate and medium-term 
needs of the current drought emer-
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gency. With the phase-out of the 
cluster system, the current response 
is being coordinated by sector plat-
forms led by Government ministries, 
supported by the UN and NGOs. In 
order to provide strategic guidance, 
a Humanitarian Country Team was 
established in 2015, and an inter-
sectoral coordination group was 
established in April 2016 to coordi-

nate between sectors and provide 
a platform for intersectoral discus-
sion. Sectoral meetings are ongoing 
among the five sectors, and an early 
recovery sectoral working group has 
been established. The SADC Appeal, 
with a requirement of $1.04 billion 
for immediate needs, targets more 
than 4 million people in households 
who are deemed food insecure. The 

Plan focus on Food Security and 
Agriculture, Education, Protection, 
WASH, Nutrition and Health.
For the most updated information, 
please visit: 
www.unocha.org/el-Niño-south-
ern-africa

Crops are struggling in drought affected Buhera district, Zimbabwe. Credit: OCHA/ Tamara van Vliet
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Asia
and the
Pacific

REGIONAL OVERVIEW

Many Pacific countries mitigated the 
The impacts of El Niño began in the 
Asia-Pacific region in mid-2015 and 
subsequently affected at least 11 
countries in the region. Effects have 
generally comprised extended dry 

spells or drought, leading to water 
shortages, prolonged lean seasons 
and food shortages.
El Niño has highlighted the vulner-
ability of the Pacific island countries 
and territories, dramatically com-

bined with the most severe effects 
of climate change. The recent event 
fuelled powerful cyclones and 
caused severe water shortages in 
several Pacific countries. 
As well as creating a need for urgent 
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Koro, Fiji, 2016: During Cyclone Winston, violent storm surge flattened buildings on the coast of 
Koro, prompting local leaders to consider relocating their village. (Credit: Danielle Parry/ OCHA 
Pacific)
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humanitarian assistance, including 
food, water, nutrition, livelihoods 
and protection interventions, El 
Niño has increased vulnerabilities 
in countries with limited prepared-
ness-and-response capacity, placing 
vulnerable groups, including wom-
en, girls, people living with disabil-
ities and the elderly, at increased 
risk of violence, discrimination and 
exclusion from basic services. 
In addition to the six countries that 
have developed response plans, 
several others were severely impact-
ed by El Niño. The Government of 
Indonesia has been responding 
to flooding events as well as com-
bating emerging fire hotspots and 
providing assistance to support 
water provision to affected people. 
The Indonesian Humanitarian Coun-
try Team has maintained the El Niño 
Focus Group, providing regularly 
updated scenario analysis.  
Vanuatu has been grappling with 
drought since mid-2015, with many 
of the most-affected areas the same 
as those hit by Category 5 Cyclone 
Pam last March. Successive disasters 
have challenged local resilience. 
Reasonable rain levels over recent 
months have eased water concerns 
across the country, but food security 
remains an ongoing issue in some 
areas. The Government is coordi-
nating the drought response with 
in-country partners including UN 
agencies, Oxfam, Save the Children, 
Care International and the Vanu-
atu Red Cross. An El Niño impact 
assessment was conducted on 
food security and agriculture in 33 
islands. It highlighted the need for 
the distribution of food to affected 
communities, which indicates that 
food security is still an outstanding 
issue. So far, the Government of 
Vanuatu has provided $480,000 in 
emergency El Niño funding for wa-
ter, sanitation, hygiene, food security 
and logistics needs.
In Micronesia, the Government is 
working with agencies and other 
international organizations to en-
hance national and local capacities 
to better prepare for and respond 
to natural hazards and consequently 

mitigating risks to food and nutrition 
security.
In Fiji, the El Niño-fuelled Cyclone 
Winston, which hit the country in 
February 2016, affected 40 per cent 
of the population and destroyed 
100 per cent of crops in the hard-
est-hit areas. Energy and water 
supplies were interrupted as well 
as the provision of education and 
health services. More than 350,000 
affected people received food ra-
tions following the cyclone. In April, 
Cyclone Zena hit the region, caus-
ing flooding and washing away up 
to 80 per cent of the replacement 
seeds and seedlings planted after 
Winston, intensifying food security 
risks and exacerbating vulnerabili-
ties, particularly of families that rely 
on agriculture as a key source of 
income.  Urgent humanitarian needs 
have now been met with agriculture, 
fisheries and aquaculture activities 
to help more than 300,000 affected 
people. Recovering and rebuilding 
from the impact of the strongest 
cyclone to hit Fiji is the Govern-
ment’s priority. Therefore, based on 
the results of a post-disaster needs 
assessment,5  the Government 
has prepared a Disaster Recovery 
Framework that sets out a vision and 
guiding principles for medium-term 
recovery over the next two years 
(mid-2016 to mid-2018). In recog-
nition of the long-term nature of 
recovery and reconstruction, recov-
ery efforts beyond two years will be 
integrated into Fiji’s National Devel-
opment Plan.
The El Niño phenomenon has end-
ed and recent rainfalls have eased 
drought conditions in many of the 
region’s affected countries. Howev-
er, humanitarian needs still persist, 
with food shortages not expected to 
peak in many areas until the end of 
the year. Additionally, there is a 55 
to 60 per cent chance of a La Niña 
event later in the year, which would 
likely compound humanitarian 
needs in affected countries.
A La Niña event could mean an 
increased risk of typhoons and 
cyclones in some countries in the 
region. Moreover, drought is fore-

cast for northern and western Pacific 
areas, threatening the livelihoods 
and well-being of 1.9 million people 
across the Pacific. This could affect 
water and food security and contrib-
ute to saltwater intrusion into fresh-
water supplies on atoll islands. 
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A total of 2.7 million people are 
affected by drought, frost and forest 
fires, exacerbating existing levels of 
vulnerability. The resulting flooding 
and landslides have affected homes, 
food gardens, water sources and in-
frastructure in several provinces. An 
estimated 226,000 people urgently 
need food assistance. 
Increased rainfall since the start of 
2016 has eased the drought situa-
tion in most parts of the country. For 
example, reduced access to clean 
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drinking water and reduced water 
availability have affected agriculture,  
leading to a drastic increase in basic 
food prices. Water shortage forced 
schools to close temporarily day and 
led health facilities to reduce opera-
tions or close. Households’ efforts to 
re-establish their food gardens have 
been disrupted by pests and diseas-
es, as well as by soil depletion from 
the drought, and flooding is causing 
crops to fail.
The country’s national and provincial 
Governments have led response 
efforts since September 2015 to 
address food assistance needs. 
Humanitarian partners have imple-
mented complementary WASH, 
agricultural recovery, health, educa-
tion, nutrition and food assistance 
activities. In April 2016, the PNG Dis-
aster Management Team released 
an Emergency Response Plan re-
questing $37.57 million. CERF con-
tributed $4.7 million to food security 
and nutrition activities. The response 
is currently 39 per cent funded.
The response, underpinned by 
emergency food assistance and 
nutrition interventions, continues 
to progress despite resource con-
straints, with core sectors such as 
nutrition, agricultural and early 
recovery remaining underfunded. 
In addition, access to affected are-
as remains challenging due to the 
physical terrain and insecurity from 
tribal conflicts. 
In July 2016, Special Envoy Kamau 
visited PNG, calling for a greater 
focus on immediate response and 
preparedness for future climate 
shocks. The early recovery sector 
is zero per cent funded, meaning 
there are serious risks of impacted 
communities reverting to acute food 
insecurity. The latest PNG National 
Weather Service projections indicate 
a likely continuation of drought-like 
conditions until October 2016.
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El Niño severely delayed the start 
of the rainy season expected in 
November/December last year and 
disrupted the planting season for 
thousands of subsistence farmers. El 
Niño-induced drought continues to 
severely affect the 345,366 people 
who have already suffered from food 
shortages since the drought began 
across the country, especially those 
people in the four most-affected 
municipalities, including the coun-
try’s Special Economic Zones (Oe-
cusse and Atauro) (Source: Ministry 
of Agriculture and Fisheries-Rapid 
Drought Impact Assessment Report). 
The Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries estimates that more than 
70,000 animals died between No-
vember 2015 and March 2016. 
The Government is coordinating 
the El Niño response. Humanitarian 
partners are providing support and 

assistance in water, sanitation and 
hygiene; health and nutrition; food 
security and agricultural recovery; 
and disaster risk reduction. The 
Government imported 9,000 tons 
of rice to increase the current stocks 
of 3,000 tons for distribution to the 
most-affected populations. Howev-
er, access to food remains a major 
challenge in the upland areas and 
remote villages. 
In consultation with the Government, 
the Humanitarian Country Team 
developed an El Niño Emergency 
Response Plan requesting $25 mil-
lion. In July 2016, the Emergency 
Relief Coordinator approved a CERF 
allocation of $850,000 to meet the 
most pressing nutrition needs.
Current interventions are targeting 
over 10,000 households in six mu-
nicipalities, including in the worst-af-
fected areas. Due to the increased 
frequency of erratic weather patterns 
and the impact of climate change, 
interventions up to 12 months focus 
on increasing resilience and early 
livelihoods recovery, awareness 
raising and strengthening local 
coping mechanisms. In July 2016, 
Special Envoy Kamau visited Ti-
mor-Leste and acknowledged that 
affected communities continue to 
be under extreme strain. The HCT 
will continue assessing the impact 
of and response to El Niño-induced 
drought  laid out in the Emergency 
Response Plan (ERP), with estimated 
funding requirements of $25 million. 
Discussions to conduct monitoring 
of the possible negative impacts of 
La Niña are ongoing.
An intergovernmental commission 
on food security (KONSSANTIL) re-
cently conducted a rapid assessment 
on El Niño’s impact on food security. 
The results, published in May 2016, 
identified six sucos- subdistricts - in 
the eastern, western and southern 
coastal areas, which is where El Niño 
worsened the food security parame-
ters, affecting about 10,000 people. 
UNDP, FAO and WFP are partnering 
with KONSSANTIL to support the 
recovery needs assessment to guide 
the implementation of the immedi-
ate recovery and livelihood options 
in these high-impact sucos.
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The strongest and longest-ever El 
Niño-induced drought and saltwater 
intrusion has severely affected more 
than 18 provinces in Vietnam. The 
provinces are in regions that produce 
key agricultural export and food 
security crops, such as rice, coffee, 
pepper, fruit and aquaculture. 
During the peak of the drought 
(February-May 2016), more than 2 
million people did not have sufficient 
access to drinking water, 1.1 million 
people needed food assistance and 
2 million people lost incomes due to 
damaged or lost livelihoods. The risk 
of water-related diseases and SAM 
cases increased. A total of 659,245ha 
of crops were damaged or lost, with 
79 per cent of the affected rice classi-
fied as extremely damaged or com-
pletely lost. 
So far, the Government has provided 

9,936 tons of rice and approximately 
$46.7 million for water-related servic-
es and food and cash support to af-
fected households in the 18 provinc-
es. Humanitarian partners mobilized 
more than $16.5 million primarily for 
life-saving WASH, nutrition, health 
and food security interventions in 16 
provinces.
Drought-related hydro-meteorologi-
cal conditions have been declared in 
15 out of 18 affected provinces, but 
the impact on affected households 
remains. Crops are being replanted 
and harvesting is only expected by 
October/November, meaning that 
farmers are experiencing a lean 
period with no significant income 
generation. 
Needs remain, mainly in water stor-
age and purification, hygiene pro-
motion, nutritional support, and cash 
and livelihood recovery. While the 
overall standing gap stands at $32.5 
million, food security and livelihoods 
are particularly underfunded, with 
only 12 per cent of the required 
emergency funds being mobilized 
so far.
The Government, with technical 
support from the UN, has initiated 
drought recovery planning. A de-
tailed recovery framework, as part of 
the Emergency Response Plan, will 
be finalized in the coming weeks.
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The Marshall Islands have declared a 
State of Emergency due to El-Niño-
induced drought conditions. The 
droughts have severely damaged 
food crops, especially in the north, 
causing a decline in locally available 
foods and income-generating meth-
ods. 
USAID and IOM provided supple-
mental food supplies to approxi-
mately 5,000 people. All food being 
shipped has been bought through 
local vendors so as to sustain local 
markets.

The Government developed a nine-
month Drought Response Plan seek-
ing $8.9 million, which is currently 
$4.4 million underfunded. 
A key priority of the international 
community is to assist the Govern-
ment with procuring and distributing 
seeds/seedlings for the immediate 
recovery of the agricultural liveli-
hoods of affected communities, and 
in providing immediate water needs 
for drinking and basic hygiene.
Following the official declaration of a 
national disaster status, the Govern-
ment carried out a comprehensive 
assessment exercise of the drought. 
This was in order to provide a solid 
basis of understanding of the impact 
of the disaster and related needs, 
and to then design relevant recovery 
interventions and build resilience 
among the affected population. 
UNDP is coordinating the support to 
organizing PDNAs in collaboration 
with other UN agencies, the World 
Bank and the European Union.
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Reports from the National Emer-
gency Management Office indicate 
that substantial recent rainfall has 
brought much-needed relief to 
Palau. The Public Utilities Corpora-
tion has resumed continuous water 
services to Koror and Airai residents 
after three months of water restric-
tions. The critical Ngerimel Dam is 
now back online, and flow from the 
Ngerikiil River has increased. Water 
levels will continue to be closely 
monitored and the public is still 
being advised to conserve water. As 
part of the IASC Regional Network 
for Asia-Pacific Response Plan, $3.2 
million was requested. So far, $2 mil-
lion has been provided to assist over 
17,000 people.

For the most updated information, 
please visit: 
www.unocha.org/el-Niño-pacific
www.unocha.org/el-Niño-asia-pacific 
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Latin
America
and the
Caribbean

The humanitarian situation along 
Central America’s Dry Corridor has 
reached crisis levels, with more than 
3.5 million people facing food inse-
curity in El Salvador, Guatemala and 
Honduras. In Haiti, 1.5 million peo-
ple are severely food insecure and 
need immediate food assistance.
Throughout the Dry Corridor, com-
munities faced one of the worst 
crises in decades, intensifying ex-
isting structural vulnerabilities. The 
drought in the Dry Corridor presents 
unique characteristics. It is a cyclical 
phenomenon closely related to El 
Niño, which has resulted in almost 
no rainfall. The Central American 
Commission for the Environment 
and Development (CCAD, in Span-
ish) reported that in 2015, an abnor-
mal distribution of rainfall during the 
rainy season resulted in a dry spell 
beginning in early June that lasted 
until mid-September, severely affect-
ing staple crops and causing losses 
of up to 100 per cent. 
The population of the Dry Corridor 
is primarily subsistence farmers, 

laborers, landless farmers and 
female-headed households. This 
impact is also increasing migration 
processes directed to urban areas, 
new agricultural boundaries or other 
countries. 
If La Niña develops, the Central 
American and Caribbean region 
faces the potential threat of a more 
active hurricane season. More hurri-
cane activity may be present during 
the hurricane season’s peak months 
(August to October). Tropical storms 
(between 10 and 16) are expected 
to develop during this season.
In Cuba, UNDP is working with WFP 
in 20 municipalities to strengthen 
the technical capacity of meteorolo-
gy and hydrology actors to monitor 
drought.
Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Colom-
bia, Ecuador, Paraguay and Peru 
have experienced floods in low-ly-
ing areas and drought in mountain 
regions. 
Most of the interventions are ad-
dressing the crisis in rural areas. 
Effects observed in urban areas 
(floods, energy and drinking-water 
deficits, damage to infrastructure 
and temporary/permanent migra-
tion) highlight the need to further 
assess impacts and consider actions 
to address needs and help design 
durable solutions.
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El Niño has triggered one of the 
country’s worst droughts, causing 
irreversible damage to agricultural 
production and impacting 700,000 
subsistence farmers. 
An estimated 156,000 people were 
facing crisis food security outcomes. 
Improvements still depend on the 
first harvests in August, which may 
be impacted by the late and irregu-
lar onset of rain. 
The Humanitarian Country Team 
and Government actors prepared 
a three-year plan of action requir-
ing $44.6 million. The plan aims to 
provide humanitarian assistance 
to 50,000 people and increase the 
resilience of 24,000 families, mostly 
in food, agriculture, water and sani-
tation and resilience-building.
The Government and FAO are 
supporting a long-term strategy 
to adapt local agriculture to the 
effects of climate change. FAO’s 
assistance focuses on local capac-
ity development, agro-climate risk 
management, and support for re-
search, innovation and transfer of 
new technology for climate change 
adaptation.
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Recent joint assessments indicate 
that 1.5 million people need human-
itarian assistance, especially in the 
south. Some 915,000 people are 
severely insecure, as drought has 
led to a third consecutive year of 
decreased harvests. In some areas, 
SAM rates as high as 8 per cent have 
been reported.
Through a food-for-work pro-
gramme, the Government is sup-
porting the creation of water res-
ervoirs and improving local water 
management and soil conservation 
practices.
FAO is implementing a resilience 
programme to strengthen the dis-
aster risk management capacities 
of the national and local authorities, 
and it is helping to establish infor-
mation and early warning systems. 
The food security situation is expect-
ed to deteriorate until the next har-
vest (August) due to the reduction 
of household seed stocks. The Na-
tional System of Food Security and 
Nutrition is monitoring the situation 
and working with the Minister of 
Agriculture to strengthen resilience 
and adaptation to climate change.
In March 2016, the Government 
launched the Seasonal Hunger Re-
sponse Plan 2016, which describes 
actions to be implemented in a five-
year period to address issues con-
cerning family farming, food security 
and malnutrition among children 
under age 5.
Of the $56.7 million requested 
for Guatemala’s HRP, $19.4 million 
has been received, including $4.8 
million from CERF. A total of $37.2 
million is still needed.
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In 2015, the effect of El Niño ex-
acerbated the impact of the 2014 

drought, resulting in the most in-
tense drought in the country’s histo-
ry. A prolonged dry spell during the 
most important phase of the agricul-
tural production cycle resulted in a 
growing humanitarian emergency in 
the country.
Some 1.3 million people have been 
severely affected, including more 
than 252,000 people who require 
immediate humanitarian assistance. 
The drought also contributed to 
the incidence of disease outbreaks, 
such as malaria, Zika, dengue and 
chikungunya. It is also related to 
the expansion of the southern pine 
beetle plague, which affected more 
than 400,000ha of forests. Education 
authorities reported an increase in 
school drop outs in the Dry Corridor 
due to the migration of families. Due 
to a lack of access to water, sanita-
tion and hygiene facilities, there is 
an urgent need for increased access 
to water, home-disinfection pro-
grammes, hygiene promotion and 
vector control. 
Of the $44 million required for the 
HRP implementation, $7.2 million 
has been mobilized. While the 
funding gap is of $33.1 million, 
needs are still expected to increase 
throughout the year.  A total of 
$2.19 million from CERF was mo-
bilized to support approximately 
5,000 families in 21 municipalities 
in food assistance, water, sanitation, 
hygiene, health and nutrition. 
WFP is assisting more than 35,000 
families and distributing Super 
Cereal Plus to 9,200 children under 
age 5 with malnutrition. FAO is im-
plementing a resilience programme 
and designing new long-term pro-
jects to support affected farmers. 
A contingency plan for floods was 
finalized. In the most probable 
scenario, an emergency caused by 
heavy rains and flooding will surpass 
the national response capacity and 
require extra resources and support.
As part of the implementation of 
activities to strengthen early recov-
ery capacities, the Government and 
UNDP, with support from the World 
Bank, conducted a post-disaster 

needs-assessment training targeting 
national institutions. The trainings 
focus on El Niño and are expected 
to result in the development of a 
recovery framework, which will sup-
port preparation for La Niña.
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Haiti has suffered massive crop 
losses to drought: the production 
of cereals and starchy roots in 2015 
dropped to the lowest level in 12 
years after two consecutive years of 
drought. 
An estimated 3.6 million people 
(one third of the population) are 
food insecure, and 1.5 million peo-
ple are severely food insecure and 
need immediate food assistance. 
Some 130,000 children under age 
5 are suffering from acute malnutri-
tion. 
El Niño has had a profound impact 
on water and sanitation, with a spike 
in the number of cholera cases in 
2016, and which is above the 2014 
and 2015 figures. 
Due to funding shortfalls, WFP will 
reduce the number of children as-
sisted under its school-feeding pro-
gramme from 485,000 to 375,000 
starting in September 2016.
Humanitarian activities continue to 
focus on hurricane-season prepar-
edness, particularly given an antici-
pated heavier hurricane season due 
to forecasted La Niña.
The Haiti 2016 HRP was launched on 
7 April and seeks $105.5 million to 
provide humanitarian assistance to 
people affected by El Niño. $60 mil-
lion was mobilized so far, of which 
$5 million from CERF.
For the most updated information, 
please visit: 
www.unocha.org/el-Niño-latin-amer-
ica-caribbean
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1 Reference: www.wmo.int/pages/prog/wcp/wcasp/enso_update_latest.html.
2 This is nearly double the long-term average probability of 25 to 30 per cent for a La Niña event to occur. It there-
fore presents a significant risk of La Niña occurrence, prompting several climate-prediction centres to characterize 
the current situation as a La Niña Watch.
3 Reports not yet released.
4 FAOSTAT, consulted on 8.8.16 at http://faostat3.fao.org/
5 Led by the Government in collaboration with UN System, EU and World Bank.

3 February 2016, Ula Arba water point, in Ziway Dugda Woreda, Arsi zone Oromia region, Ethiopia.  This water point was built 44 years ago and pro-
vides water to people coming from more than nine kebeles (villages). As a result, "some days we wait for more than 8 hours to get water", says Alfiya 
Sano, a young woman leaving in a nearby village.  Alfiya also says she has to walk for more than 5 hours in order to reach the well. The day this photo 
was taken, the water pump broke down. After waiting for hours, hoping it would restart, people left for another well which was a further 3-hour walk 
away. Photo: OCHA/ Charlotte Cans
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Impact and Responses by RegionEl Niño – Current Funding Status (in million US$)

GOVERNMENT PLANS i REQUIRED $M % FUNDING AVAILABLE $M ii 

JOINT GOVERNMENT & HCT PLANS iii REQUIRED $M % FUNDING AVAILABLE $M 

TOTAL $2,370.15M 11%

54%

$249.75M 

40%

$2,120.4M

TOTAL $2,319.87M $1,256.6M $1,055.67M

TOTAL $333.4M $133.9M $199.5M

TOTAL $37.57M 39%

33%

$14.49M $23.08M

GLOBAL TOTAL $5,060.99M  $1,655M $3,398.65M
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i Funding figures are not based on OCHA’s Financial Tracking Service (FTS) but on information provided by partners, governments and donors.
ii Funding available does not include recent pledges announced by USA ($127 million), UK and Japan ($5 million) to Southern African countries in 
late July
iii Funding figures are not based on FTS but on information provided by partners, governments and donors.
iv Figures correspond to the RIASCO Action Plan. The SADC Appeal for Lesotho is under revision. 
v  Figures correspond to the RIASCO Action Plan. The SADC Appeal for Malawi is under revision
vi Funding figures are based on FTS.
vii Based on FTS figures
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The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on the maps do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the 
United Nations.
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Since mid-2015, the Central 
Emergency Fund has allocated 
US$119.2 million to 19 countries 
for life-saving activities in response 
to drought, floods and cyclones 
that can be linked to El Niño. This 
includes $115.2 million disbursed 
and some additional $4 million 
currently being processed.  

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.
int/files/resources/CERF_el-
nin%CC%83o_20160511.pdf

CERF is one of the fastest and most 
effective ways to support rapid 
humanitarian response. The Fund 
provides immediate funding for life-
saving humanitarian action at the 
onset of emergencies and for crises 
that have not attracted significant 
funding. More information about 
CERF and how to contribute can 
be found at www.unocha.org/cerf/
donate

CONTRIBUTING 
THROUGH THE
CENTRAL EMERGENCY RE-
SPONSE FUND (CERF)

To find out about existing HCT 
El Niño-related response plans, 
please visit the following links:

Haiti Humanitarian Response Plan 
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.
int/files/resources/hti_hrp_060416_
final_0.pdf

Honduras and Guatemala 2016 
Humanitarian Response Plan 
https://www.humanitarianresponse.
info/en/system/files/documents/
files/hrp_ca_final_web-2016.pdf

Papua New Guinea El-Niño 
Response Plan - 18 April 2016 
https://www.humanitarianresponse.
info/en/system/files/documents/
files/dmt_el-nino_response_
plan_19_april_2016.pdf

Somalia Call for Aid: Drought and 
El Niño 
http://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/
somalia-call-aid-drought-and-el-ni-
o-march-2016

For Joint Government and HCT 
El Niño-related response plans, 
please visit the following links:

Ethiopia May 2016 Prioritisation 
Statement 
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.
int/files/resources/prioritisation_
statement.pdf

Ethiopia 2016 Humanitarian 
Requirements Document www.
humanitarianresponse.info/en/
system/files/documents/files/
ethiopia_hrd_2016.pdf

Sudan El Niño Mitigation and 
Preparedness Plan 
http://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/
sudan-el-ni-o-mitigation-and-
preparedness-plan

OCHA manages the Financial Tracking Service (FTS), which records 
all reported humanitarian contributions to emergencies (cash, in-kind, 
multilateral and bilateral). Its aim is to give credit and visibility to donors 
for their generosity and to show the total amount of funding and resource 
gaps for each emergency. Please report your contributions to FTS, either 
by e-mail to fts@un.org or through the online contribution report form at 
http://fts.unocha.org.

CONTRIBUTING TO 
EL NIÑO 
PREPAREDNESS-
AND-RESPONSE  EFFORTS

REGISTERING AND RECOGNIZING YOUR
CONTRIBUTION

Emergency Response Plan for El 
Niño – Timor-Leste – April 2016 
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.
int/files/resources/Timor-Leste%20
Emergency%20response%20
plan_20160419.pdf

Viet Nam: Emergency Response 
Plan 2016/17  
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.
int/files/resources/Viet%20Nam%20
ERP%20%28final_22.04.16%29.pdf

SADC Regional Humanitarian 
Appeal: http://www.sadc.int/
files/8014/6909/6132/SADC_
Regional_Humanitarian_Appeal_
June_20160714.pdf

RIASCO Action Plan for Southern 
Africa: http://reliefweb.int/sites/
reliefweb.int/files/resources/
RIASCO%20Action%20Plan%20
Draft%20Document%20PDF%20
version.pdf

Ethiopia Humanitarian 
Requirements Document mid-
year review August 2016: http://
reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/
resources/ethiopia_hrd_-_mid_year_
review_12_august_2016.pdf



CERF is one of the fastest and most effective ways to support rapid humanitarian response for people affected by natural disasters and armed conflict. 
The Fund, which is managed by the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), receives voluntary contributions year 
round from  United Nations Member States and Observers, regional governments, private sector, foundations and individuals. This money is set aside 
for immediate use at the onset of emergencies, in rapidly deteriorating situations and in protracted crises that fail to attract sufficient resources.

Creation: 10 August 2016   Source: UNCS, CERF    Feedback: cerf@un.org     cerf.un.org     www.unocha.org

The El Niño global climatic event has had a devastating impact on 
tens of millions of people across the globe in 2015 and 2016. East 
Africa, Southern Africa, Central America, South East Asia and the 
Pacific Islands, continue to be at risk of extreme weather events, 
including below-normal rains and flooding. The humanitarian fallout 
includes increased food insecurity due to low crop yields and rising 
prices; higher malnutrition rates; devastated livelihoods; increased 
susceptibility to illnesses, and forced displacement. The Central 
Emergency Response Fund (CERF) has been one of the quickest and 
largest supporters of early humanitarian action in response to the El 
Niño phenomenon.
Since mid-2015, CERF has allocated US$117.5 million to 19 countries 
for life-saving activities in response to drought, floods and cyclones 
linked to El Niño. 

TOTAL FUNDING

$117.5M

104.1M

13.4M*

RAPID RESPONSE (RR)
UNDERFUNDED EMERGENCIES (UFE)

EL NIÑO
CERF-funded response in 2015-2016
 As of 10 August 2016

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official 
endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.
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