
 

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC (CAR): 
Situation Report No.15 (as of 05 March 2014) 

This report is produced by OCHA CAR in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period between 27 February and 05 March 
2014. The next report will be issued on or around 12 March 2014. 

Highlights  
 The presence of 8,000 elements of international forces 

remains insufficient to provide protection to at-risk 
populations, who continue to be the victims of serious 
human rights violations in and outside Bangui. 

 Attacks, robberies and security incidents have multiplied 
against humanitarian organizations, prompting the 
suspension or scale-down of ongoing programs. 

 Entire towns across the country have been left empty of 
minority communities. In Bangui, 80-85 per cent of 
250,000 individuals from those communities have fled. 

 The exodus of people, a slight improvement in the 
security situation, the early arrival of the rainy season and 
deteriorating living conditions in IDP sites resulted in a 16 
per cent decrease of the number of IDPs in the past week. 

  Underfunding of the humanitarian response in CAR is 
seriously hampering the delivery of assistance to the 1.9 
million people targeted by the Strategic Response Plan 
(SRP).

657,000 
IDPs in CAR  
 

232,000 
IDPs in 57 sites in 
Bangui.  
 

$551 million  
Revised 2014 Strategic Response 
Plan requirements   
 

1.9 million 
Vulnerable people targeted by 
SRP for humanitarian aid  

16% 
funding available 
(about $86.3 million) 
against the revised 
SRP 

4.6 million 
Population of CAR 
 

2.5 million 
People who need 
assistance 

Sources: OCHA, CMP, Protection Cluster and FTS 

Situation Overview 
 

The presence of 8,000 elements of international forces remains insufficient to provide protection to at-risk 
communities and to restore security conditions that would allow full humanitarian access to vulnerable populations.  
 
Over the past week, anti-Balaka and ex-Seleka militias, as well as members of the rebel group Front Populaire 
pour le Redressement, have committed atrocities against civilians of all communities in Bossangoa, Ouham; 
Paoua, Ouham-Pende; and Kouango, Ouaka.   
 
As of today, it is estimated that 80 to 85 per cent of the 250,000 minority communities who used to live in Bangui 
have left, mostly to Chad, Cameroon, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and the north-eastern part of 
the country. Outside Bangui, entire towns such as Yaloke, in Ombella-M'Poko, Bossemptele, in Ouham-Pendé, 
Bozoum in Ouham-Pendé, and Mbaïki, in Lobaye, have emptied of their Muslim residents. On 1 March, close to 
930 additional Muslims fled aboard a convoy of commercial trucks to the town of Garou Boulai, at the border with 
Cameroun.   
 
In Kaga Bandoro, humanitarian partners’ mediations efforts between the anti-Balaka and ex-Seleka are ongoing, 
with the aim of preventing an imminent armed confrontation between the two militias. Tensions have also escalated 
over the past few days in Berberati, Mambere-Kadei, with the massive arrival of anti-Balaka armed elements, 
posing a direct threat to an estimated 700 to 1,200 Fulanis who have taken refuge at the Berberati Church.  
 
Across the country, threats, attacks and robberies have multiplied against humanitarian organizations. In Ndele, 
Bamingui-Bangoran, and Bocaranga, Ouham-Pende, two prominent international NGOs either suspended their 
activities or recalled most of their staff.  

Cumulative number of IDPs and returnees in 

Bangui since mid-January 
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The number of IDPs in Bangui has decreased by 16 per cent in a week, from 276,500 on 25 February to 232,000 
on 4 March. In addition to the continued exodus of people, and a slight improvement in the security situation, return 
movements in Bangui are also linked to the early arrival of the rainy season and deteriorating living conditions in 
sites. An estimated 657,000 people are still displaced across the country. 
 
The UN Secretary-General’s report, with recommendations on establishing a UN peacekeeping operation in CAR, 
was shared with Security Council members on 3 March. A briefing to the Security Council by the Emergency Relief 
Coordinator, USG Amos, by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Mr. Guterres and by USG DPKO, Mr. 
Ladsous, are scheduled for 6 March.  
 
The Human Rights Independent Expert Marie-Thérèse Keita Bocoum -  appointed on 20 January by the UN 
Human Rights Council - arrived in CAR for her first visit, planned for 4 to 14 March.  
 

Funding 
The humanitarian community in CAR is requesting $551.5 million to provide assistance to 1.9 million people in all 
sectors during 2014 as part of the revised CAR Strategic Response Plan. The revision builds on the initial SRP and 
the programmatic aspects of the 100-day plan for priority humanitarian action. During the high-level meeting on the 
humanitarian crisis in CAR, which OCHA and the European Commission co-organized in Brussels on 20 January, 
about $496 million was pledged, of which about $204 million will support humanitarian action in CAR. To date, only 
30 per cent of those pledges for humanitarian response ($61.5 million) are committed or disbursed. The total 
reported funding for the CAR crisis stands at $93 million, of which $86.3 million has been disbursed and allocated 
to specific projects of the SRP (16 per cent of the total SRP requirements). 
 
All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of 
cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@un.org 
 

Humanitarian response 
 

 Health 
 
Needs:  

• Ensure delivery of free life-saving health care to affected people in priority areas, 
taking into account the actual population movement. 

• Prevent disease outbreaks by immunizing vulnerable children and strengthening the 
early warning system and response in Bangui and the rest of the country.  

• Conduct health-resource availability mapping (HeRAMS) to strengthen the 
prioritization of services to restore.  

Response: 
• Over the past week, health partners conducted 8,133 medical consultations, 1,264 

antenatal consultations and 227 deliveries (including nine cesarean sections) among IDPs in Bangui and 
Ombella Mpoko Province. Since 5 December, 117,961 medical consultations, 9,044 antenatal consultations 
and 1,351 deliveries (including 64 cesarean sections) have been conducted.  
 

Gaps & Constraints: 
• Medical kits, routine immunization activities and WASH interventions are urgently needed in the Lobaye 

Province.  
• Funding is still required to support free health care in selected priority areas for three months.  
• Additional resources are required to ensure medical care for gender-based violence (GBV), mental health and 

chronic diseases (hypertension, diabetes, HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis) and to restore/rehabilitate priority health 
facilities and areas.  

• There is a lack of laboratory equipment for safe blood for transfusion in the country despite the gap being 
partially filled by the CERF contribution.  

• Insecurity still hampers health-service delivery. 
 

  

$56.4 million 
Required to assist 878,000 
targeted vulnerable people 
out of 2.5 million who need 
urgent health care in 2014.  
� $7.8 million (13.9% 

needs covered of total 
requirements)  

� $48.6 million (remaining 
needs)  
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 Food Security 
 
Needs:  
• An expansion of nutrition and food assistance is needed to respond to alarming 

malnutrition levels among isolated IDPs who remain stranded by violence in urban 
sites, particularly in Bangui and surrounding areas. 

• Farmers in CAR urgently need seeds and essential tools to help avert a full-scale 
food and nutrition crisis. The success of the main planting season, which starts next 
month, will be a critical turning point for food security, as about 75 per cent of the 
population relies on small-scale agriculture for their food and income.  
 

Response: 

• In February, WFP assisted nearly 228,000 beneficiaries with 1,600 tons of food in Bangui and in the provinces 
of Ouham, Ouham-Pendé, Nana-Mambéré and Nana-Gribizi. On 1 March, 3,740 people received 27 tons of 
food. 

• Since the start of the Douala-Bangui air bridge, a total of 1,542 tons of rice has been airlifted to the country. 

 
Gaps & Constraints: 

• Insecurity and threats of violence in most sites are still preventing sustainable assistance and the 
prepositioning of food ahead of the May-November planting season. 

• With only 32 per cent of financial requirements funded, WFP’s emergency operation is facing severe pipeline 
breaks. Additional commitments of $72 million are urgently required to sustain operations until the end of 
August. 

 

Protection  
Needs:  

• Provide immediate and adequate life-saving protection to over 20,000 Muslims 
besieged and threatened by armed elements, including anti-Balaka armed elements.  

• Reinforce the presence of humanitarian partners, civil society and state 
representatives, and international forces in north and south-western CAR to provide 
protection by presence, assistance and security. 

• Establish conditions conducive to IDPs’ voluntary return in certain areas of the 
country, including Bangui, and multiply mediation and peaceful coexistence 
initiatives in hostile environments. 

• Respond to the protection needs of children, including children associated with armed groups and forces 
(around 6,000), unaccompanied children and separated children. 

• Reinforce multi-sector response efforts, prioritizing medical and psychosocial response services for survivors of 
GBV, including improved access to the referencing system across the country, especially in IDP sites. 
 

Response: 

• Protection monitoring of 20,000 Muslims who are at imminent risk.  
• Consistent interaction with military, political and humanitarian actors, including daily analyses and sharing of 

information. 
• Since 1 January, 351 unaccompanied and separated children have been reunited with their families; this 

represents 71 per cent of the 100-day plan target. Some 21 unaccompanied and separated children have been 
identified in Kaga Bandoro. Save the Children is managing these cases while tracing is underway. 

• Between 20 and 28 February, COOPI, in partnership with UNICEF, led the verification and release process of 
184 children who were associated with armed forces and armed groups. A total of 234 children (173 boys and 
61 girls) have started socio-economic reintegration activities in Bangui and Sibut since 1 January 2014.  

• Twenty-five child-friendly spaces (CFS) have been established in CAR, including 13 in Bangui, supporting 
23,215 children. An additional 12 CFS, funded by UNICEF, are planned, including seven in Bossangoa, three 
in Bouar and two in Bria.  

• Medical and psychosocial support services for SGBV survivors and GBV-prevention information/sensitization 
are available daily in 19 IDP sites and in two districts in Bangui. Outside Bangui, medical and psychosocial 
support services, referral pathway and GBV prevention information/sensitization are available in 29 locations. 

  

$180 million 
Required to provide food to 
1.25 million targeted 
vulnerable people in 2014. 
� $33.9 million (19% 

needs covered of total 
requirements)  

� $146 million (remaining 
needs) 

$74 million 
Required to assist 
2 million targeted vulnerable 
people in need in 2014. 
� $4.3 million (5.8% needs 

covered of total 
requirements) 

� $69.7million (remaining 
needs).  
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Gaps & Constraints: 
• Lack of partners conducting social cohesion and community reconciliation activities outside of Bangui. 
• Limited capacity of international forces to deploy to an increasing number of areas outside Bangui where 

protection incidents have been reported.  
• Access to IDPs in certain areas of Bangui and the provinces remains limited due to volatile security conditions.  
• Difficulty establishing a clear picture of child protection issues, including risks of family separation and GBV. 
• Difficulty finding appropriate solutions to preserve the protection and security of children. 
• Lack of information on the situation of people at risk, especially in remote locations, including LRA-affected 

areas, due to limited partners’ presence in the field. 
• Lack of a proper information management system preventing reliable data collection. 
• Cases of abductions of  Fulani individuals by the anti-Balaka, with ransom requests, have been reported and 

could foretell new trends in child protection risks. 
• Continued, chronic underfinancing of GBV programming prohibits the scale-up of GBV programmes needed to 

provide response services in all high-risk locations. 
 

 Water, Sanitation, Hygiene  
Needs: 

• There is need to continue improving access to water, basic sanitation services and 
hygiene practices for 900,000 affected people.  

• The WASH situation in the majority of the IDP sites still does not meet the required 
minimum standards.  

• Extension of WASH response is needed to cover returnees following a significant 
decrease in the number of IDPs.  

• There is need to scale-up the response and presence of WASH actors in rural 
areas.  

Response: 
      Bossangoa  
• The WASH Cluster continues to provide daily water and sanitation assistance to 16,700 IDPs. In the Evêche 

IDP site, 15,500 IDPs receive an average of 25 litres of water per person per day. There is approximately one 
latrine per 17 people and one shower per 34 persons. In the Liberté IDP site, 1,200 IDPs receive 22.5 liters per 
person per day, and an average of one latrine for every 13 people and one shower for every 12 people. 

• The Direction Regional de l'Hydaulique, with UNICEF support, installed two hand pumps in Lando and Bowila 
Villages to provide safe water to around 300 people. ACF teams fixed six non-functional pumps in other 
villages outside Bossangoa.  

       Bangui 
• Around 188,000 IDPs in 35 IDP sites connected to CAR Water Distribution Company (SODECA) are receiving 

free water. SODECA is also providing free water to its regular customers to avoid community tensions.  
• UNICEF trained 70 hygiene promoters to reach estimated target of 35,000 people. 
• On 4 March, the national NGO IRAD, supported by the Swiss Foundation for Mine Action (FSD), emptied 

latrines at the Saint Joseph Mukassa IDP site. A training on the dangers of grenades and ammunition and their 
correct disposal will also take place.  

       Bambari 
• Cluster members have completed the chlorination of 30 shallow wells for more than 12,000 people. The 

rehabilitation of 60 water points continues.  
 

Gaps & Constraints: 
• There are a limited number of actors and limited capacities compared with the significant number of 

beneficiaries, especially outside Bangui.  
• There are limited numbers of suppliers and transporters available.  
• Security concerns affect implementation and monitoring activities in Bangui and on different road axes. 
• Limited space in displacement sites limits emergency sanitation interventions. 
  

$27.5 million 
Required to provide WASH 
services to 900,000 targeted 
vulnerable people in 2014. 
� $4.7 million (17% 

needs covered of total 
requirements) 

�  $12.7million 
(remaining needs) 
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Emergency shelter and NFI  
Needs:  

   
• IDPs throughout the country, especially those in flood-prone areas, need immediate 

emergency shelter and NFI support.  
• Displaced people living with host families need basic domestic household items.  
 

Response: 

• A total of 2,666 families received NFIs kits from UNHCR, UNICE, CRS, CARITAS 
and IRC during the reporting period, including 1,840 displaced families in Bangui airport, 400 families in 
Bocaranga, Ouham Pende Province, and 426 families who received returnee kits in five villages in Ouham 
Province. Families whose houses were destroyed in Ouham Province received plastic sheets. Since 5 
December, 350,000 people have received NFI items. 

• PU-AMI, ACTED and Solidarités have built 652 community shelter structures out of the planned 682. The 
project intends to provide community shelters for 241,500 persons in 31 IDP sites in Bangui.  

• An additional "night shelter" site was identified by the Shelter Cluster, local authorities and security forces in 
the 5th Arrondissement.   

• A damage assessment led by the Shelter Cluster and the National Red Cross, with the support of community 
leaders, reveals that 85 per cent of 340 houses affected by violence are owned by Muslim community 
members.  

Gaps & Constraints:  

• The shelter damage assessment in the 5th Arrondissement was suspended due to threats by armed elements 
opposing humanitarian assistance to the Muslim community. 

 Camp Coordination and Camp Management 

Needs: 

• Ensure appropriate levels of communication and coordination in Bangui's largest 
sites and that leadership structures involve all affected people, especially the most 
vulnerable.   

• Facilitate returns from displacement sites by disseminating effective information 
about peace and reconciliation, livelihoods, shelter, and other required social 
infrastructure activities taking place in Bangui and throughout the country.  

Response: 

• Potential relocation sites were identified for the populations who will be unable to return home from the M’Poko 
IDP site once the rainy season begins. 

• The mayor of the 5th Arrondissement met with zone leaders in M’Poko IDP site to discuss security and 
activities requirements for the returns of IDPs in the arrondissemeent. 

• The updated CCCM strategy has been launched this week. It includes four priorities: support to returns, 
preparing sites for the rainy season, identification of alternative sites for those unable to return and who live on 
flood prone sites, and support for the protection of the most vulnerable populations.  

• CCCM actors are working with communication specialists to reinforce communication in displacement sites, 
especially on returns, humanitarian supports and security. 

 

Gaps & Constraints: 
• While some areas are witnessing returns, insecurity within and around displacement sites remains high, with 

regular and random attacks against civilians. 
• The need for dedicated site management, especially for the largest sites, is evident in light of continued gaps 

and overlaps in humanitarian programmes. 
• There number of CCCM actors and capacities is improving, however, limited funding continues to challenge 

communication and coordination at the site level. 

  

$31.7 million 
Needed to provide 
emergency shelter and NFIs 
to 703,975 people in 2014 
� $3.1 million (9.7% 

covered). 

$20 million 
Required to assist all 
501,980 vulnerable people 
in need in 2014. 
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  Multi-sector assistance to refugees 

Needs: 

• Find solutions for refugees under imminent threat or who cannot return to their home 
country or stay in CAR.  

• Provide basic services (education, health) for the more than 4,000 urban refugees 
living in Bangui and those living in camps (2,000 refugees in Bambari, 3,200 
refugees in Zémio and 6,000 in Batalimo). 

• Assist refugees become self-reliant, especially those who lost their livelihoods or 
were threatened.   

• Additional funding is needed to support the voluntary repatriation of refugees. 

Response: 

• UNHCR has started discussions with the Congolese Embassy and DRC refugees in order to repatriate 6,000 
DRC refugees living in the Batalimo camp.  

• Over 200 refugees met with UNHCR on 27 February as part of the "Age-Gender-Diversity Mainstreaming" 
(AGDM) process, which aims to ensure that all refugees, regardless of age, gender and background, have their 
voices heard.   

 

Gaps & Constraints: 
• Insecurity and fear of attack in Bambari camp are preventing livelihood activities for Sudanese refugees. 
• Urgent solutions are needed for refugees who cannot repatriate or stay in CAR.  
• So far, UNHCR's 2014 budget has received no funds, which greatly impacts the organization's ability to deliver. 
 

 Nutrition 
Needs:  

• An estimated 28,000 children will suffer from severe acute malnutrition (SAM).  
• 75,500 children will suffer from moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) in 2014. This 

number could rise, given ongoing aggravating factors (displacement, poor food 
quality, security, deteriorated access to clean water and sanitation, increased 
morbidity, and lack of healthcare services) and the start of the rainy season/hunger 
gap. 

Response: 

• Since 1 January 2014, a total of 3,513 children have been admitted for treatment of 
SAM in CAR. This represents 67.5 per cent of the 100-day plan target (5,200 SAM children).  

• Since 1 January 2014, a total of 25,000 children have been reached with highly nutritious food via WFP’s 
integrated General Food Distribution-Blanket Feeding Strategy in Bangui, Bossangoa and Boar.  

• Since 1 January 2014, a total of 64,646 children have been screened for malnutrition in Bangui’s IDP camps. 
1,686 severely malnourished children and 2,401 moderately malnourished children were detected and treated 
through on-site mobile out-patient therapeutic programmes (OTP) or referred for treatment to existing health 
structures with OTP and supplementary feeding programme (SFP) components. 

• With support from UNICEF, 24 boxes of Plumpy Nut and seven boxes of therapeutic milk (F75) were supplied 
to Maigaro health facility for the treatment of severe acute malnutrition (SAM). 

• MSF screened 132 children through a mobile clinic in the IDP settlement of Bouar.  

Gaps & Constraints: 

• Three OTPs sites, integrated into existing health structures in Bangui, remain closed as a result of ongoing 
insecurity, looting and displacement of medical staff. 

• Access to food in certain IDPs sites remains challenging, which will impact the nutritional status of IDPs, 
especially the most vulnerable (children under five and pregnant and lactating women). 

• Insecurity continues to hamper the implementation of nutrition activities in Bangui and in other prefectures. Last 
week, ACF’s mobile OTP team was unable to visit the PK12 IDP site due to insecurity.  

• The coverage of health centers with community management of acute malnutrition (CMAM) services remains 
low in priority prefectures, including in Ombella M’Poko, Ouham Pende, Ouaka and Basse Kotto. CMAM 
services must be scaled up to meet needs in priority prefectures. 

• Limited funding for nutrition activities is compromising the delivery of life-saving nutrition activities, both for the 
prevention and treatment of malnutrition. 

$19.3million 
Required to assist refugees 
in CAR in 2014. 

� $12.6 million (65% 
needs covered of total 
requirements) 

� $6.7 million (remaining 
needs)  

$22 million 
Required to provide nutrition 
services to 361,011 targeted 
vulnerable people out of 
628,000 in 2014. 

� $350,000 (1.6% needs 
covered of total 
requirements) 

� $21.6 million 
(remaining needs)  
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• There is a lack of activities in IDP sites addressing the protection, promotion and support of appropriate infant 
and young child feeding in emergencies. 

• Nutrition services within functional health facilities in Bouar, Bohong and Baoro, in Nana-Mambéré Province, 
urgently require strengthening. 

 

 Education 

Needs:  

• There is need for the continued establishment of temporary Safe Learning Spaces 
(ETAPEs) in IDP sites, with age-sensitive educational and recreational activities and 
child-protection services, especially outside of Bangui. 

• Also needed are continued distribution of emergency recreational, teaching and 
learning materials and identification and training of teachers and facilitators within 
IDP sites. 

• The Government of CAR announced on 4 March plans to reopen schools throughout 
the country this week. Ninety-eight per cent of children have been out of school 
since November 2013. 

Response: 

• Fin Church Aid has started to establish six new ETAPEs in three IDP sites in Bangui. A total of 24,500 children, 
including 20,300 in Bangui and 4,200 in Bossangoa, attend ETAPEs. Among them, 23,000 have received 
education supplies. 

• The cluster has completed the Psychological First Aid training for 94 focal points selected to work in each 
ETAPE in collaboration with the Child Protection Sub-cluster.  

• In collaboration with the WASH Cluster, Burkina Sans Frontier (BSF) went through training for hygiene 
promotion, which is expected to improve school environment. 

Gaps & Constraints:  

• Security access is limiting movement, resulting in a lack of information/data outside of Bangui. 
• There is a limited number of education partners available for interventions outside of Bangui. 
• There is a lack of updated data on the number of available teachers living in IDP sites and teachers ready to 

return to their community/home schools. 
• There is a lack of updated data on the state of education outside of Bangui. 
• Population movement is making the organization of structured education and child-protection activities difficult. 
 

Logistics  
 
Response: 

• The transport movement plan has been updated, and the latest has been shared 
with partners. 

• Coordination of upcoming cargo movements, requested by partners, throughout the 
country. 

• Updated UNHAS flight schedules have been posted on the Logistic Cluster website 

Gaps & Constraints: 

• Poor infrastructure and insecurity along the main roads remain a logistical challenge, 
hampering transportation as well as rehabilitation opportunities. 

• A significant number of bridges and barges are damaged and in need of repair.  
• Fuel shortages are not uncommon and necessitate pre-positioned stocks and resupplying by road. 
• Logistics and ETC need $6.8 million to sustain operations, and UNHAS requires $3.2 million for the remainder 

of the year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

$33 million 
Required to provide 
emergency education to 
350,000 targeted vulnerable 
people out of 400,000 in 
2014. 
� 0% needs covered of 

total requirements 
� $33 million (100% 

remaining needs)  

$10 million 
Required to support 
emergency response in 
2014 
� $2.2 million (21.5% 

needs covered of total 
requirements)  

� $8 million (remaining 
needs)  
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Emergency Telecommunications 
Needs: 
• Establish functioning, permanent (24/7) communication centres (COMCENs) in all 

common operational areas, per the Country Minimum Operating Security Standards 
(C-MOSS) requirements. 

 

Response:  

• The ETC has put together a deployment plan of radio rooms, which has been 
shared with UNDSS, which will join the deployment.  

• Prepositioning of essential equipment continues. 
• The VSAT will be transported to Bambari on 5 March to provide services at the WFP compound. 

All ETC information is available at: http://ictemergency.wfp.org/web/ictepr/emergencies2013/central-african-
republic        

Gaps & Constraints: 

• The lack of secure compounds in some common operational locations prevents the installation of ETC 
equipment and deployment of services.  

• Outside Bangui, the lack of radio operators and the security situation are hampering the fulfillment of the C-
MOSS requirements for COMCENs.  

• The ETC is critically underfunded. The Logistics and ETC need $6.8 million to sustain their operations. 

 
 

 

$1.9 million 
Required to support 
humanitarian response in  
2014  
� 42%of needs covered 
out of total requirements 

For further information, please contact:  
Barbara Shenstone, Head of Office, Shenstone@un.org, Tel: +236 70 73 87 30 
Emmanuelle Schneider, Public Information Unit, schneider1@un.org, Tel: + 236 72 68 00 67 
Medard Lobota, Information Officer, lobota@un.org, Tel: +236 70 73 87 24 
For more information, please visit www.unocha.org , reliefweb.int or www.unocha.org/crisis/central-african-republic 


