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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC (CAR) 
Situation Report No. 23 (as of 1 May 2014) 

This report is produced by OCHA CAR in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period between 23 and 30 April 2014. The next 
report will be issued on or around 7 May 2014. 

Highlights 
 

• A convoy transporting 1,259 people at high risk of attack left Bangui’s 
PK12 neighborhood on 27 April for Moyen-Sido and Kabo. 

• According to UNICEF, the number of children being treated for severe 
acute malnutrition has tripled at the Bangui Pediatric Hospital since the 
beginning of 2014. More children are likely to become malnourished  in 
the coming months. 

• Attacks against civilians in Boguila left 16 dead on 26 April, including 
three staff members of Médecins Sans Frontière. A staff member of the 
UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) was killed in Bangui on 1 May. 

• Incoming Senior Humanitarian Coordinator for the CAR Claire Bourgeois 
took up her functions 26 April. 

• During a visit to CAR on 28 and 29 April, OCHA Director of Operations 
John Ging expressed serious concern about the deteriorating 
humanitarian situation and urged the international community to rapidly 
provide more support to the country.  
 

584,900 
IDPs in CAR 
 

159,900  
IDPs in 43 sites in Bangui and 
with host families 
 

US$551 million 
Revised 2014 Strategic 
Response Plan (SRP) 
requirements 
 

1.9 million 
Vulnerable people targeted by 
SRP for humanitarian aid  

29% 
Funding available (about $161 
million) against the revised 
SRP 

4.6 million 
Population of CAR 
 

2.5 million 
People who need assistance 

Sources: OCHA, CMP, Protection Cluster and FTS 

Situation Overview 
The security situation remains volatile countrywide with sporadic shooting and tension in the 3rd and 5th districts in 
Bangui. Over the past week, various violent incidents led to loss of life and population displacement. In Bouca 
(Ouham Province), residents fled  following clashes between anti-balaka militia and ex-Seleka elements. Four 
people were killed and at least five wounded. The situation in Grimari (Ouaka Province) is precarious with the 
arrival of ex-Seleka members from Bambari (Ouaka Province). This could lead to potential clashes with anti-balaka 
militia present in the region.  
 
On 21 April, the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) Commander Charles Okello was captured in Bakouma (Mbomou 
Province) by a Uganda People’s Defense Force (UPDF) Contingent of the African Union Regional Task Force 
(AURTF) in CAR. Violent attacks persist in the LRA-occupied south eastern region. Due to persisting insecurity 
hindering humanitarian access to Abba (Nana-Mambéré Province), alternative logistical means of reaching the 
residents is being discussed.  
 
On 28 April, the newly appointed Senior Humanitarian Coordinator (SHC), Ms. Claire Bourgeois, condemned the 
killing of 16 civilians, including three national staff members of Médecins Sans Frontière (MSF). The attack took 
place on 26 April in the MSF run hospital in Boguila (Ouham Pende Province). The SHC expressed her deepest 
sympathy to the families of the victims and to MSF. “I call on all parties to the conflict to respect the humanitarian 
principles of neutrality, independence and impartiality of humanitarian action,” she said. Since September 2013, 11 
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humanitarian actors have been killed in attacks by armed militias. Acts of violence, lootings and carjacking have 
multiplied over the past months, compromising the delivery of much needed humanitarian aid.  
 
On 28 April, Ms. Bourgeois also condemned the killing of two people who were part of a convoy of civilians being 
voluntarily relocated from the PK12 neighborhood of Bangui to Kabo and Moyen Sido (Ouham Province). Seven 
people were injured during the attack, which took place in Dissikou (Nana-Grébizi Province). She expressed her 
deepest condolences to the families of the victims. “I am appalled by the attack on these civilians,” said Ms. 
Bourgeois. “I urge all armed groups to put an immediate end to the bloodshed,” she stated.  
 
IOM provided logistic support for the relocation of IDPs from Bangui’s PK12 neighborhood to Moyen-Sido and 
Kabo (Ouham Province). The convoy of 1,259 people (437 households) in 18 trucks, escorted by UN-MISCA, 
departed PK12 on 27 April. It included  272 people (118 families/cases) going to Kabo and 987 people (319 
families/cases) to Moyen-Sido.  Prior to the trip, IOM conducted sensitization meetings with the community, and 
provided registration, cash distribution of 10,000 FCFA (equivalent of $20) per person for trip preparation and 
travel, and distribution of tarpaulins--one per family to protect them from rain during the journey. They also received 
building supplies upon arrival. NGO partners helped  fit UNICEF child bracelets on children under 5 years. The 
various needs of vulnerable passengers were taken into consideration. There were four births during the convoy. 
The convoy arrived in Kabo on 29 April while 14 trucks continued to Moyen-Sido and arrived on 30 April.  
 
According to UNICEF, the number of children being treated for severe acute malnutrition has tripled at the Bangui 
Pediatric Hospital since the beginning of 2014, and  more children are likely to become malnourished in the coming 
months. This is because the majority of families have been unable to plant  crops or earn a living, and also due to 
poor access to safe water, sanitation and health care. During the first quarter of this year, almost 680 children were 
treated at the Bangui Pediatric Hospital, the city’s largest in-patient centre, compared with 214 children last year. 
“Here in CAR, more children will die from malnutrition and related diseases than from bullets,” said UNICEF 
Representative in CAR Souleymane Diabaté. “Malnutrition is even more deadly in the rainy season, when 
diarrhoea and malaria are at their peak. Both diseases put the lives of already malnourished children at risk,” he 
added. 

OCHA Director of Operations John Ging visited CAR from 28 to 29 April. During his visit, he met with various 
partners and Government officials, including the President of the Transitional Government and the Prime 
Minister, to discuss support for urgently needed humanitarian action in the country. He also stayed overnight in 
the southern town of Boda (Lobaye Province) where social cohesion has ruptured between the communities. He 
called for the redeployment of local authorities in Boda and urged the international community to strengthen its 
support to the CAR.  

Funding 
The Strategic Response Plan requires  $551 million. Only 29 per cent of the funding has been received. Early 
recovery, education, nutrition and emergency shelter are the least funded sectors.   

In compliance with the Common Humanitarian Fund (CHF) vetting and prioritization process, 16 projects were 
presented to the CHF Advisory Board. The projects are being revised by the OCHA Humanitarian Financing Unit 
and implementing organisations. The finalised projects will be presented to the Humanitarian Coordinator at the 
end of the week for possible approval and signature. 
All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of 
cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@un.org 
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Humanitarian Response  

 Food Security 

Needs 
• More food assistance and nutrition support are  needed, particularly ahead of the 

lean season. Since the May to November rainy season began earlier this year, 
prepositioning efforts are ongoing. 

 
Response:   
• Between 1 and 29 April, WFP and partners distributed nearly 2,280 MT of food to 

nearly 200,000 people countrywide. Distributions in April increased by 60 per cent 
compared to March and have been the highest so far this year. The focus has been 
gradually shifted from the main urban areas to the provinces.  

• A workshop is ongoing to discuss  results of the multi-agency Integrated Food Security Phase Classification 
exercise that was recently carried, enabling the update of the food security situation and nutritional status in the 
country.  

• The pre-positioning of food stock is under way. 
 

Gaps 
• Pre-positioning of stocks remains limited due to insecurity along the main road axis, coupled with the lack of 

service providers and logistical assets.  
• WFP’s emergency operation is 62 per cent funded. To sustain operations until the end of August, $40 million is 

required. 
• WFP requires $1 million to strengthen the Food Security Cluster’s support for six months, in collaboration with 

FAO. 

 

Protection 

Needs: 
• Meeting protection needs for at-risk communities remains a key challenge. 
• Expansion and reinforcement of priority emergency child-protection activities, 

including for unaccompanied and separated children and children at risk, need to be 
expanded and reinforced. 

• DDR projects for children associated with armed forces and armed groups are 
required.  

   
Response: 
• During the relocation of 1,259 people from Bangui’s PK12 to Kabo and Moyen Sido, the Protection Cluster and 

Child Protection Sub-Cluster ensured that relevant humanitarian standards were followed. Bracelets were 
distributed to IDP children between the ages of 0 to 5 years prior to the relocation in order to prevent 
separation from caregivers. Parents and community leaders were sensitized on the issue of separation. 

• The Central African Red Cross provided psychosocial support for 40 survivors of gender-based violence in 
Bangui and Bimbo. 

• From 19 to 29 April, UNICEF and its partners (COOPI, ACTED and local authorities in Boye-Rabe in the  4th 
district in Bangui) confirmed the presence of 745 children (158 girls and 587 boys) among Anti-Balaka militias. 
Verification activities were conducted in Boye-Rabe, Birlo, Gbamia, Boali, Lambi Bogouala and Kabo.  A total 
of 981 children were verified between January and end of April, of whom 236 have already entered a 
reintegration programme.  The remaining children are still awaiting access to the  programme. 
 

Gaps & Constraints: 
• The cluster is only 26 per cent funded. Additional funding of about $55 million is urgently required to sustain 

activities. 

  

$180 million 
Required to provide food to 
1.25 million targeted 
vulnerable people in 2014. 
• $67.6 million  received 

(38% of funding  
requirements) 

• $112 million more  
needed 

$74 million 
Required to assist 
2 million targeted vulnerable 
people in 2014. 
• $18.8 million received  

(26% needs covered of 
funding  requirements) 

• $55 million needed 
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Emergency shelter and NFI 

Needs 
• Finalize the first assessment of private houses destroyed in Bangui and review data 

being collected in Begoua after the relocation of IDPs from PK 12 after the new 
attacks.  

• Plan field assessments in several locations in Ouham and Ouham Pende Provinces 
and provide NFI assistance. 

• Complete the construction of a transit centre in Moyen Sido (Ouham) for relocated 
Muslim IDPs arriving from the neighborhood of PK 12 in Bangui. 

• Ensure maintenance and repair of collective shelters in Bangui following requests by 
CCCM.   

• Ensure the technical survey of a potential site for the relocation of IDPs from the Bangui M’Poko site.   
 
Response 
• In Benzambe (Ouham), 415 households (2,075 people) received non-food items from UNHCR, UNICEF, CRS 

and Caritas. 
• In Tolle (Ouham), 159 households (746 people) received non-food items from ACF/RRM. 
• Solidarités has been pre-positioned  material for the construction of transit centres in Kabo and Moyen Sido 

(Ouham). . 
• Solidarités constructed  community shelters in Kabo and Moyen Sido for the relocation of 261 and 1,011IDPs 

respectively.  
• Destroyed private houses are being assessed in the 3rd and 4th districts of Bangui including Begua.  
 
Gaps and constraints 
• Accurate information from the Population Movement Commission is lacking.  
• Assistance is required due to increased attacks in rural areas, which have resulted in fresh displacements. NFI 

stocks remain low and the Cluster is expecting the arrival of additional NFIs in the pipeline.  
• Due to the volatile security situation, cluster members are unable to assist IDPs who have sought refuge in 

inaccessible areas, particularly in the Ouham and Ouham Pende Provinces. 
• Assessments of shelter in some Bangui neighborhoods – especially the 3rd district – are impossible due to the 

presence of anti-Balaka militia and violence perpetrated by hostile criminal groups.  
• Activity planning is hindered by the lack of IDP population figures by category, including IDPs off site, IDPs in 

host families and returnees.  
 

 Camp Coordination and Camp Management 

Needs 
• Joint WASH, protection, CCCM and shelter/NFI clusters’ assessments of alternative 

sites for the possible relocation of IDPs from M’Poko and other at-risk sites during 
the rainy season are needed. 

• A population and sectoral data verification exercise in Bangui IDP sites is required.  
• Improve communication and coordination with displaced populations in sites. 
• Strengthen coordination with national authorities and IDP representatives.  
• Strengthen CCCM capacities of actors present in IDP sites.  

 
Response:  
• Multi-sectoral assessments (WASH, CCCM, Shelter and Protection) were conducted to assess potential 

relocation sites for IDPs living in the most at-risk sites before the rainy season;  the results are being finalized. 
A data quality and verification initiative is ongoing in the displacement sites in Bangui. Population and sectoral 
data is being verified through site visits. 

• In coordination with local radio stations, CCCM actors are working to improve IDPs’ access to information 
about their neighborhoods of origin. Coordination with the newly constituted ‘Cellule d’appui du Ministère de la 
Santé’ in charge of humanitarian action was enhanced. 

• IOM will coordinate the transit and arrival of IDPs from PK12 in Kabo and Moyen Sido. 
 

Gaps and Constraints:  
• With the onset of the rainy season, quick remedial action is required in at-risk IDP sites.  
• Limited funding continues to challenge communication to IDPs and site management. 

$31.7 million 
Required to provide 
emergency shelter and NFIs 
to 703,975 vulnerable 
people in 2014. 
• $4 million received 

(12% of  funding 
requirements) 

• $27.6 million  needed 

$20 million  
Required to assist  
501,980 people. 

• No funding allocations  
reported by the cluster  
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• The number of CCCM partners engaged in activities outside of Bangui is limited. 
 

 Multi-sector assistance to refugees 

Needs 
• Organize emergency voluntary repatriation by boat and plane for refugees under 

immediate threat and wishing to return home.  
• Find alternative solutions for refugees who are under imminent threat and who 

cannot return to their home country or stay in CAR. 
• Provide basic services (such as education, health) for urban refugees living in 

Bangui and those living in camps.  
• Help  refugees become self-reliant after having their livelihoods destroyed or 

threatened by the crisis.  
 
Response 
• Since the launch of the voluntary repatriation programme on 10 April, 5,128 Congolese refugees from the 

Batalimo refugee camps were repatriated to Libengue in DRC. Voluntary repatriation will end on 6 May and 
over 6,000 Congolese refugees are expected to return. This operation is being carried out with the support of 
the National Commission for Refugees in Central Africa (CNR) and Congolese Government Officials. 

 
Gaps 
• Security risks continue to increase. Evacuation solutions are needed for those refugees who cannot return their 

country of origin or stay in CAR. 

 Nutrition 

Needs: 

• About 28,000 children will suffer from severe acute malnutrition (SAM) in 2014, and 
75,500 children will suffer from moderate acute malnutrition (MAM). This number 
could rise, given ongoing aggravating factors (displacement, poor food security, 
deteriorated access to clean water and sanitation, increased morbidity and lack of 
health-care services) and the start of the rainy season/hunger gap. 

• About 16,800 children suffering from SAM are targeted for treatment in 2014.  
• An estimated 159,000 children under age 5 need highly nutritious foods. A consistent 

and adequately funded pipeline is needed to prevent a deterioration of nutritional 
status during the rainy season. 

Response: 

• Since 1 January,  7,173 children have been admitted for SAM treatment, of whom 3,052 have recovered. This 
represents 43 per cent of the SRP target of 16,800 children suffering from SAM. In addition, 3,388 children 
recovered from MAM. 

• Since 1 January, 94,016 children have been screened for malnutrition in CAR. This represents 26 per cent of 
the strategic response plan target of 360,000 children. Children received treatment through on-site mobile out-
patient therapeutic programmes (OTP). Some were also referred for treatment to existing health structures with 
OTP and supplementary feeding programme (SFP) components. 

• Since 1 January, 78,424 children have received highly nutritious food through WFP’s integrated general food 
distribution in Bangui, Bossangoa, (Ouham Province) and Bouar (Ouham Pende Province).  

• UNICEF provided implementing partners with 2,602 cartons of nutrition supplies to ensure nutritional response 
during the rainy season. About 400 family water kits were distributed to care givers for children admitted at in -
patient therapeutic programmes (ITPs).   

• SMART survey process was launched and data collection is scheduled to start by mid-May 2014. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

• Deteriorating security conditions. 
• Underfunding. 
• Insufficient integration of malnutrition in the medical minimum package of activities and complementary 

package of activities. 
• Insufficient integration of multi-sectoral activities related to infant and young-child feeding programmes in 

emergency situations. 

$20 million  
Required to assist 501,980 
vulnerable people. 

• $2.4 million received 
(12% of funding 
requirements) 

• $17 million (funds 
needed) 

$22 million 
Required to provide nutrition 
services to 361,011 targeted 
vulnerable people out of 
628,000 in 2014. 

• $2.1 million received 
(10% of total 
requirements) 

• $19.8 million needed 
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 Health 
 
Needs: 

• Available health resources must be mapped  to plan early recovery interventions.  
• Ensure delivery of free, life-saving health care to affected people in priority areas, 

particularly high–risk communities. 
• Prevent disease outbreaks by vaccinating vulnerable children and strengthening the 

early warning system and response in and outside Bangui.  
• Strengthen preparedness for a possible cholera outbreak in border regions with 

Cameroon, which is currently experiencing a cholera epidemic.  

Response: 

• To  support primary healthcare for IDPs,  six basic emergency kits were distributed to three health centres in 
Kaga Bandoro, Dekoa and Grimari to ensure basic health care to 6,000 people for three months. The Cluster 
also provided a trauma kit A and B to the Bambari hospital to ensure surgical care for 100 serious injuries. 

• Plan a vaccination campaign in response to the measles epidemic in Carnot and Berberati (Mambéré Kadéi). 
• Assist in relocating displaced persons from Bangui to Bambari by organising medical screenings of IDPs upon 

arrival to identify and assist cases requiring immediate medical care. Two injured people were immediately 
referred for care at the Bambari hospital.  

• In Boda, the mobile medical clinics with one IOM doctor, one nurse, and six locally hired nurses continue to 
receive over 100 patients per day.  

Gaps & Constraints: 

• Shortage of essential medicines in some health centers is impeding the continuity of free health care services 
to IDPs and vulnerable people 

• Underfunding limits the expansion of basic services to vulnerable people outside Bangui. 
• Insecurity is impeding health service delivery and health information management. 
• Some NGOs have suspended their operations due to lack of funding in the health sector. 

 Education 

Needs: 

• Establish temporary Safe Learning Spaces (ETAPEs) in IDP sites with age-sensitive 
educational and recreational activities and child-protection services for 362,000 
people in need.  

• Distribute emergency recreational, teaching and learning materials for ETAPEs and 
schools for 362,000 people in need.  

• Psychosocial training for 5,000 teachers is required. 
• School-feeding activities, particularly in provinces with a low rate of student returns, 

targeting 400,000 people in need, are required.  

Response: 

• Education and protection activities continue in 118 ETAPEs targeting 23,600 children between the ages of 3 
and18. 

• In Bambari and Ganémandji (Ouaka Province), 98 members of Parent Teacher Associations and 16 school 
Directors received training in school administration management. Rehabilitation activities were also carried out 
in these schools.   

• In the 8th  district of Bangui, a one-week workshop was organized to train 68 teachers, principals of Combattant 
School and two inspectors on psychological support, HIV/AIDS and minimal standards for education in 
emergencies.  

• Educational kits have been distributed to eight reopened schools including: seven school-in-a-box kits, four 
early-childhood-development (ECD) kits to four pre-schools and two recreational kits to the Saint Pierre 
Catholic Church for common use.  

• In Boda (Lobaye Province), preparations to establish ETAPEs in six sites are accelerating with the arrival of 
implementing partners. These ETAPEs are expected to provide learning opportunities to 14,000 refugee 
children in Boda.  

Gaps & Constraints: 

• Insecurity  is limiting movement, resulting in a lack of information and data outside of Bangui.  
• A limited number of education partners are available for interventions outside  Bangui.  

$56.4 million 
Required to assist 878,000 
targeted people.  

• $12 million received 
(22% of funding 
requirements) 

• $44 million (funds 
needed) 

$28.6 million 
Required to provide 
emergency education to 
350,000 targeted vulnerable 
people out of 400,000 in 
2014. 
• $1 million received  

(3% of funding 
requirements) 

• $27.6 million (funds 
needed)  
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• Population movement is making the organization of structured education and child-protection activities difficult.  
• The beginning of the rainy season is limiting or delaying the cluster’s activities.  
• Looting of schools  is ongoing in some provinces, especially in the Ouaka.  
• To date, the Cluster is only 3 per cent funded.  
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Logistics 

Needs 
• Humanitarian organizations need secure and reliable road access to people in need 

to maintain operations within the country.  
• Due to prevailing insecurity outside Bangui, air services are indispensable to support 

humanitarian operations. Humanitarian staff require safe access to project sites and 
to transport vital supplies internally and internationally. 

• Additional storage facilities and capacity to transport goods in Bangui and in the 
provinces are needed. 

 
Response 
• Between 22 to 30 April, UNHAS carried out three flights (two on 22 April and one on 23 April) with planes that 

had been refueled before the on-going disrupture in jet fuel availaibility.  
• Updated information has been shared on the Logistics Cluster website regarding UNHAS flights and Logistics 

Cluster information:  http://logcluster.org/ops/caf13a  
• The Logistics Cluster collected and shared information regarding the transportation movement plan with 

partners.  
• The Logistics Cluster has shared information on suppliers with partners.  
 
Gaps and constraints 
• Poor infrastructure and insecurity along the main roads remain a logistical challenge, hampering transportation 

and rehabilitation opportunities.  
• The rainy season will obstruct logistics efforts as many roads will become impassable.  
• The number of local service providers decreased due to insecurity.   
• Fuel shortages are not uncommon. They necessitate pre-positioned stocks and resupplying by road. 
• Disruption in the provision of fuel and subsequent rationing will result in a decrease in air service.  Services will 

be provided for only emergency and medical evacuations until solutions are found. 
• Due to the lack of adequate funding, the cluster is seeking a partner with storage capacity. 

Emergency Telecommunications 

Needs 
• Establish functioning, permanent (24/7) communication centres (COMCENs) in all 

common operational areas, as per the Country Minimum Operating Security 
Standards (CMOSS) requirements. 

 
Response 
• The Channel 3 (UN Security/Calling) and Channel 5 (UN Talking) VHF repeater have 

been re-established on the main repeater site.  
• Equipment will be pre-positioned in Ndélé as soon as the situation allows.  
• All ETC information is available at: 

http://ictemergency.wfp.org/web/ictepr/emergencies2013/central-african-republic  
  

Gaps and constraints:  
• The lack of secure compounds and/or adequate office space in some common operational locations (Bambari, 

Ndélé and Kaga Bandoro) prevents the installation of ETC equipment and deployment of services.  
• Outside Bangui, the lack of radio operators and the security situation are hampering the fulfilment of the C-

MOSS requirements for COMCENs. Planned recruitments have been delayed due to funding constraints. 
• The funding situation remains critical, with the ETC/Logistics Cluster operation only 28 per cent funded. 

Additional funding of around $6.5 million is required to maintain operations at their current level. 
 

$10.2 million 
Required to support 
emergency response in 
2014. 
• $7 million received 

(69% of funding 
requirements) 

• $3.2 million (funds 
needed) 

$2 million 
Required to support 
humanitarian response in 
2014.  
• $1.6 million  received  

(76 % of funding 
requirements) 

• $0.52 million (funds 
needed) 

For further information, please contact: 
Amy Martin, Head of Office, martin23@un.org, Tel: +236 70 55 41 41 
Laura Fultang, Public Information Officer, fultangl@un.org, Tel: +236 70 18 80 64 
For more information, please visit www.unocha.org or reliefweb.int 


