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HIGHLIGHTS 
 

• On the night of 4 December, torrential rains and 
strong winds triggered flash floods, mudflows and 
landslides over at least a dozen hills around 
Nyempundu, in Mugina commune (Cibitoke).  
 

• 27 bodies were pulled out of the mud, 10 people 
disappeared, 7 injured people were evacuated to the 
Cibitoke referral hospital, while 206 households were 
displaced. 
 

• An organised response is underway, coordinated by 
OCHA and in collaboration with the National Platform 
for Risk Prevention and Disaster Management.  

 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 
 
Since January 2019, heavy rains have continued to affect thousands of people, displaced nearly 13,000 people and killed at least 
45 people. With the early onset of the September 2019 rainy season and above-average rainfall forecasted, the risk of natural 
disasters occurring in the coming days is increasing. East Africa has recently experienced a bout of unseasonably heavy rainfall 
due to higher-than-average water temperatures in the Indian Ocean, which is partially attributed to a larger, global phenomenon 
of rising ocean temperatures. Burundi is among the twenty most vulnerable countries to climate change and natural hazards. 
 
According to the last human toll on December 11, 27 people were killed, and 10 people are still missing. 6 of the 7 injured people 
were discharged by the hospitals that cared for them. The seventh person remaining in intensive care was evacuated to the Kigobe 
hospital, managed by MSF-B.  
 
The burial will take place today, 12 December, in the Nyamakarabo area.  
 
206 households were displaced and are sheltered by host families, according to the joint teams from Civil Protection and the 
Burundi Red Cross (BRC), who carried out a second visit to the disaster site on 10 December. The administration continues to look 
for a relocation space for 500 households.  

 

NEEDS 
 
One week after the landslide shock occurred, assistance remains limited to the contributions of the authorities, through search 
and rescue operations, the extraction of corpses, and the evacuation of the wounded to nearby hospitals.  
Food needs are felt by these affected households (including host families), which have lost everything, despite the food assistance 
that was provided by the Ministry of National Solidarity, Human Rights and Gender. 
 
According to the latest assessments, in order of priority, the most urgent needs are food, access to safe drinking water, shelter 
and non-food items (NFI), psychosocial support and access between hills and villages. 
Access to the area remains hampered by landslides that have damaged the roads crossing the area. Moreover, wooden bridges 
cannot allow heavy machinery to pass through. 
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RESPONSE 
 

• Food aid  
During the Coordination Committee meeting (a structure set up by the National Platform), on 11 December, the World Food 
Programme announced the distribution of 15-day rations, which will start on 16 December. The following amenities will be 
distributed, in partnership with the CRB: beans, corn, oil and salt.  
 

• NFI 
International Organization for Migration (IOM) plans to distribute NFI kits to 206 households, targeted for food distribution. The 
NFI kit contains 3 blankets, 3 mats, 2 mosquito nets, 1 10-litre canister, a 14-litre bucket and a kitchen kit.  
IOM also has a stock of 248 NFI kits, 106 hygiene kits, 169 emergency shelter kits and 69 semi-permanent kits. Other partners 
such as World Vision and CRB have NFI stocks to cover the needs of 1,000 households. 
    

• Water, Hygiene and Sanitation (WASH) 
For the Mugina emergency, UNICEF has 100 NFI kits (WASH), home water treatment products and a capacity to raise awareness 
of good hygiene practices. In the event that the relocation site is consolidated, UNICEF also has the capacity to respond to the 
needs of 2,000 people. 
 

• Protection 
United Nations Population Fund has contacted the Provincial Platform, through its implementing partner CRB, for the availability 
of 300 dignity kits, to be sent to Cibitoke before 3 December.   
 

• Other available capacities  
- The NGO Help a Child has US$25,000 available to purchase locally and build 500 NFI kits. It continues to mobilise resources from 
its Dutch consortia.   
- The NGO War Child Holland has 200 school kits, but this is not enough for 4,110 pupils from 9 primary schools and one local high 
school in the area. The target of affected people could change and therefore lead to a reduced number of kits needed. In the 
meantime, War Child is discussing with UNICEF to see how to supplement these already available kits. 
- The NGO CONCERN WORLDWIDE, which was already operating in the commune of Mugina before the shock, has an additional 
budget of $40,000, to be used under the unconditional cash modality. 
 

• Relocation site 
The site identified to relocate households whose houses were destroyed or washed away by the landslide or those that remain 
in areas deemed dangerous, was rejected for the second time by the BRC and Civil Protection evaluators. The accessibility 
conditions of the village of Gisheke do not allow such a site to be installed there. 
 

• Gap 
- NFI stocks will immediately run out after this operation is complete. Given that the ongoing rains continue to cause damage, a 
projection of 5,000 kits for the next rainy season will be considered.  
- The WASH capacity is very limited. An additional 5,000 kits would make it possible to manage the needs incurred by the current 
and next two rainy seasons. 
 

COORDINATION 
 

• A meeting with the Provincial Platform, occurred on 10 December, in Cibitoke, under the chairmanship of the Provincial Governor. 
• Partners communicated their response plans in a meeting with the Coordination Committee on 11 December. 
• OCHA meeting with Cibitoke-based INGOs: There was discussion about establishing coordination in the field to coordinate the 

response directly from the field. 
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