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This report is produced by OCHA Afghanistan in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period 
from 3 to 5 Feb. The next report will be issued on or around 7 Feb 2013. 

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 

 Heavy rains on 2 February caused localized flooding in 13 districts in Hirat, three districts in Badghis 
and two districts in Farah provinces.  Heavy snow fall in Ghor resulted in the closure all passes in the 
region, making road access a challenge.  

 Assessments have been completed in some areas and ongoing in Farah and Badghis, as well as in 
ten out of 13 districts of Hirat.  

 Security concerns are preventing teams from accessing the districts of Shindand and Farsi in Hirat; 

 Negotiations are under way to secure access for an ANDMA/IOM assessment team to reach Gulran 
district. 

 Where assessments have been completed, a response is under way.  Emergency stocks in the 
region are expected to be sufficient to respond to current verified needs.  

 

II. Situation Overview 

 
Heavy rainfall during the night of 3 February 2013 caused localized flooding and claimed lives of three 
Afghans (two were children) in three provinces of the Western region in Afghanistan.  In Hirat, the 
provincial capital sustained significant flooding in three neighbourhoods (D8, D9 and D11), as well as in the 
districts of Guzara, Pashtun Zarghun, Obe, Koshk, Chishti Sharif, Kohsan, Shindand, Farsi, Gulran, Zanda 
Jan  and Ghoryan.  Small scale flooding took place also in the provinces of Badghis (Muqur, Ab Kamari and 
Qala-I-Now), and in Farah (Farah City and Bala Buluk). 
In Ghor, heavy snowfall over the past three days has resulted in the closure of all intra and inter-provincial 
passes. An avalanche has been reported in the district of Lal Wa Sarjangal but it remains unassisted as the 
area is unreachable through vehicular means. 
 
To date, rapid assessment teams mobilized by the provincial office of the Afghanistan National Disaster 
Management Authority (ANDMA) in Hirat have reached or about to reach all of the accessible districts in the 
province affected by flooding.  Needs in the districts of Farsi, Shindand and Gulran remain unverified due to 
insecurity.   In Badghis, teams have assessed needs in Qala-I-Now as well as Muqur; Ab Kamari district is 
expected to be assessed on 6 February.  In Farah, all assessment teams have returned and 
recommendations for intervention will be decided at the PDMC meetings scheduled also for 6 February. 
 
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

 
Since Monday 4 February, teams have been sent out to reach all other accessible areas in the province.  A 
team composed of IOM and ARCS is currently negotiating access to the impacted areas in the north-western 
part of Gulran district, where unverified reports state the highest impact of the whole province.  Access to 
Shindand and Farsi districts is problematic: the former remains a very kinetic area, without access for 
humanitarian actors, while roads to the latter cross areas under Armed Opposition Group control.  However, 
unverified reports on needs from Farsi suggest a small scale and localized impact.   
Overally emergency shelter needs have been identified in Guzara (13 families), Ghoryan (80 families) and 
Hira city (40 families).  The situation of the 63 families residing in the informal settlement of Firqa in D9 of 
Hirat remains of concern as the area remains flooded and relocation options are being considered by the 
authorities.   
In Farah, emergency needs for around 119 families, including for emergency shelter for 40 families) have 
been found in Bala Buluk district as well as for 33 families in Farah city.  It is expected that these will be 
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addressed locally by the PDMC, but that some of the pre-positioned stocks for IOM and UNICEF might be 
used.   
In Badghis, although there was loss of life, assessments suggest minimal impact.  Teams are also expected 
to report back from the visit to Ab Kamari small needs, easily addressed at provincial level. 
 
In Ghor needs for the reported avalanche in La Wa Sarjangal are unclear as the PDMC team is unable to 
reach the area due to the closure of the roads caused by the recent heavy snow.  Snowplows are being 
mobilized by the provincial authorities but access to the area and eventually a response should be 
programmed from Bamyan, to the west. 
 
For a comprehensive overview of the status of assessments, needs and response, please consult the matrix 
in annex. 
 
 

IV. Coordination 

 
Overall coordination is being led by the PDMCs under the facilitation of the provincial ANDMA offices.  In 
Hirat, where the assessment coordination has been the most significant, ARCS, IRC, NRC, DAC, RAADA, 
ARAA, CHA, Christian Aid as well as IOM and WFP have joined and supported ANDMA-led assessments.  
OCHA has provided support to the Director of ANDMA, as well as the Provincial Governor in Hirat, and the 
humanitarian actors involved by keeping track of the priorities on the ground, coordinating information and 
results from the assessment teams. 
In Badghis and Farah, the PDMCs have also mobilized local teams, relying more on provincial departments 
but with also the help of IRC, IOM and WFP (Badghis) and of ARCS and CHA (Farah).  
 
 

V. Funding 

 
Regional emergency stocks kept by the UN, IOM and NGO community, as well as by ANDMA, are sufficient 
to deal with the needs verified so far.  Should the assessment of Gulran spike up the requirements, stocks in 
Hirat can easily respond to the NFI needs of 11,500 families and the emergency shelter needs of another 
2,200. WFP maintains its regional warehouse in Hirat with a revolving pipeline of food.   
However, as this is the beginning of the flooding season, the replenishment of the emergency stocks of food 
with ANDMA, expected to be exhausted during the current response, might be considered for contingency 
planning purposes. 
 
 

VI. Contact 

 
 
Please contact: 
WR: Andrea Recchia, Head of Sub-Office 
Email: recchia@un.org    
Tel: +93 (0)79 300 11 17 
 
 
OCHA 
Christophe Verhellen 
e-mail: verhellen@un.org 
Tel:             +93793001132       
For more information, please visit http://afg.humanitarianresponse.info/ 
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