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PEOPLE ARE STILL ISOLATED BY LAND 
WITH NO ACCESS TO ELECTRICITY AND 
TELECOMMUNICATION NETWORKS IN 
THE MUNICIPALITIES OF BARACOA AND 
MAISÍ, IN THE PROVINCE OF GUANTANAMO.

HURRICANE MATTHEW
SITUATION REPORT No. 6
as of 9 October 2016 (1700 hours EST)

This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners and with inputs from official institutions. It covers the period 
from 7 to 9 October 2016 at 17:00 hours. The next report will be published on 11 October 2016.

HAITI

HIGHLIGHTS
• The UN will launch a Flash Appeal on 10 October 

to support response actions in Haiti. The Central 
Emergency Response Fund (CERF) announced an 
initial grant of US$5 million to begin life-saving 
response operations in the most affected areas in 
addition to a recent loan of $8 million to UNICEF 
to bolster cholera prevention and treatment.

• The official death toll in Haiti is currently 336, but 
there are fears this number will rise. The real 
challenge is to provide humanitarian assistance to 
some 1.4 million people in need.

• A partial assessment of damages indicates that 
more than 200,000 houses were severely affected 
In Haiti, according to humanitarian workers. In 
Cuba, the storm severely damaged more than 
33,000 houses in the worst affected municipalities 
of Guantanamo Province. 

• An increase in water-borne and vector-borne 
diseases in the affected countries is possible. 
Humanitarian partners are particularly concerned 
about a possible rise in cholera cases in Haiti.

www.unocha.org
The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective and principled 

humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors.
Coordination Saves Lives

* Sources: United Nations in Haiti; Directorate of Civil Protection (DPC), Civil Protection

CUBA
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Overview 
On 9 October, the center of Post-Tropical Cyclone Matthew was located offshore of eastern coast of the United 
States no longer posing a threat to land. The storm was moving toward the east near 15 mph (24 km/h), and this 
general motion is expected to continue during the next day.  On the forecast track, the center of Matthew will move 
farther offshore of the coast of the North Carolina Outer Banks today and tonight. Gradual weakening is forecast 
during the next day, and the low is expected to be absorbed within a frontal boundary Monday night. All Hurricane 
Watches have been discontinued.  
In Haiti, Hurricane Matthew severely affected the Sud and Grand’Anse departments, particularly in the communes 
of Les Cayes and Jérémie. Approximately 2.1 million people are affected of which 1.4 million require immediate 
assistance. Hurricane Matthew caused 336 deaths in seven departments of Haiti from south-east to north-west, 
according to available data at noon on 8 October. The number of evacuees is 61,537 in 191 temporary shelters. 
Communications are disconnected and roads are inaccessible in the affected areas of south-west Haiti due to 
flooding. 
In Cuba, national authorities are assessing damages; however, access remains limited to eastern parts of the 
country due to damage, fallen trees and flooding on roads. The storm caused severe damage in the provinces of 
Guantanamo and Holguin. The four most affected municipalities of Guantanamo are home to some 157,000 
people. Early reports estimate 90 per cent destruction of housing in Baracoa and Maisí municipalities directly 
affecting some 96,000 people.  
Assessments in the Bahamas are underway by national authorities by the Bahamas Red Cross. A team from the 
Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency (CDEMA), supported by a United Nations Disaster 
Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC) team, is in country and will carry out a rapid needs assessment on the 
islands of Andoz, Grand Bahama and New Providence. Initial reports indicate extensive damage due to high winds 
and storm surge.  Water systems, electricity and communications are disrupted on some islands.  Preliminary 
reports from PAHO note that up to 90 per cent of North Andros has been severely damaged by winds and storm 
surge. 

Regional Humanitarian Actions 
At the request of the Government of Haiti and based on priority needs identified, CDEMA deployed a six-person 
CARICOM Operational Support Team (COST) to Haiti on 7 October 2016. The team will support Emergency 
Operation Centre (EOC) coordination in Jérémie and Les Cayes, two settlements most affected by Hurricane 
Matthew. 
CDEMA deployed three (3) Rapid Needs Assessment Teams (RNATs) to the Bahamas on 7 October 2016. The 
teams will carry out assessments on Andros, Grand Bahama and New Providence islands. UNDAC members, 
including support from MapAction, have integrated into the CDEMA teams in the Bahamas to ensure regional and 
international coordination. 
In Haiti, the Central Emergency Response Fund, (CERF) released a grant of $5 million to address the most life-
saving needs of people affected by hurricane Matthew. Earlier this week, CERF also released a loan of US$8 
million dollars to UNICEF to scale up response to the worsening cholera epidemic in Haiti.  
Logistics Cluster 
Organisations are identifying their requirements for logistical support in Haiti with specific pipeline information to 
ensure that the Logistics Cluster can provide appropriate service provision set up in Haiti. 
US Military assets such as ships, hospital ships and helicopters, are already available in Haiti. Coordination 
meetings with MINUSTAH have begun and WFP is deploying a specialized Civil Military coordination specialist to 
manage coordination appropriately. USAID/OFDA has requested that all logistics support requests be channelled 
through the Logistic Cluster. 
UNICEF is deploying five staff in support of operations in various sectors and are currently sending approximately 
42 metric tons (MT) from their prepositioned stocks at UNHRD Panama. 
UNHRD is currently managing options for 40 MT, 60 MT or 80 MT airlift loads, depending on confirmation from their 
users. At the moment, UNHRD Panama has received requests for airlifting cargo to Haiti from UNICEF (42 MT), 
WFP ( 22 MT), AECID (10 MT), and the White Helmets (5 MT).  
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UNHRD is sending humanitarian supplies from Panama to Haiti on Sunday 9 October. WFP, Irish Cooperation, 
World Vision, AECID, UNICEF and White Helmets are sending supplies on this flight, which carries approximately 
80 MT. 

Haiti 
Category 4 Hurricane Matthew struck the south-west coast of Haiti at 0700 local time (1200 GMT) on 4 October. 
Wind speeds of 230km/h were recorded, causing widespread damage, flooding and displacement. The most 
affected departments are Grand Anse, South, Nippes and South East, where heavy floods were recorded. West 
and North West departments were also affected. 
An estimated 1.4 million people need humanitarian assistance. An estimated 2.1 million people have been affected 
by Hurricane Matthew. A total of 336 people were killed by the hurricane in seven departments from south-east to 
north-west, according to data available at noon on 8 October. A total of 211 people are injured and four remain 
unaccounted for. The number of evacuees is 61,537 in 191 temporary shelters. 
Last reports indicate that the damage in Haiti is larger than initially reported, particularly in the southern peninsula. 
The number of deaths reported are increasing but the real challenge will be to provide humanitarian assistance to 
some 1.4 million people in need according the United Nations. A WFP assessment team located in the South 
Department reported 95 per cent loss of shelter and harvest in coastal areas. UNICEF has indicated that across 
the country some 300 schools are affected, primarily roof damage. 
According to the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO/WHO), most of the hospitals are operational but most 
of health centers were heavily damaged and need urgent repair. The Ministry of Public Health and Population 
reported 70 cases of cholera in the commune of Anse d´Hainault in Grand Anse.   
The U.S. Ambassador in Haiti announced the arrival of the first US airlift flight of relief materials for the victims in 
Haiti. The flight was welcomed at Port-au-Prince International Airport by the Provisional President Privert with the 
US Ambassador. It is one of five 747 cargo planes scheduled to deliver more than 480 metric tons of supplies to 
help an estimated 100,000 people. Additionally, nine helicopters from the US Department of Defense arrived to 
support operations. The United Nations Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) deployed a S-76B helicopter with nine 
seats and 0.7MT cargo capacity. 
A 50 relief experts (Disaster Assistance Response team from USAID’s Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance) was 
deployed at the beginning of the emergency. A Joint Task Force has been established to support the Disaster 
Assistance Response team to deliver critical supplies and humanitarian personnel to areas cut off by the storm. 
The Joint Task Force is providing nine helicopters and military personnel. The US Coast Guard is providing sea 
and air assets to support relief efforts. 
France announced its decision to respond immediately to the Haiti Government’s appeal for humanitarian 
assistance. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Development’s Crisis and Support Center is 
coordinating French humanitarian assistance and offering Haitian authorities its expertise in aerial reconnaissance 
and needs assessment. Within the framework of the partnership between the ministry and the Airbus Helicopters 
Foundation, two helicopters will conduct reconnaissance missions to assess the damage. Two French emergency 
services officers are involved in the European needs-assessment mission. Additionally, a plane will be chartered to 
transport 60 military civil security and 32 tons of equipment, including two purification water plant, medical kits and 
humanitarian first-aid equipment. 
The Government of Colombia has offered Haiti the possibility of mobilizing an ARC 7 ship with a helicopter, pilots 
and safety equipment for humanitarian emergency aid comprising 5,000 family tents, 1,000 family hygiene kits and 
1,000 food kits. 
A Rapid Response Team in Health (ERRS) Doctors of the World is located in the city of Les Cayes in the south of 
the country. The first Damage and Needs Assessment in Health (DANA), emphasizes quick basic care needed for 
injuries and children / as without care, preventive vaccination, delivery of protection kits and hygiene and the risks 
of epidemic outbreaks. In the commune of Leogane, there are already confirmed outbreaks of cholera and teams of 
basic health care work in response. 
Coordination 
A Logistics Working Group has been established under WFP’s leadership. WFP has deployed since Friday 7 
October a team of Logistics Officers experienced in Logistics Cluster coordination in sudden-onset emergencies 
and who have experience working in Haiti. 
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The documents required to import relief goods into Haiti are an invoice, a certificate of donation to Haitian State 
through the Civil Protection Directorate of Haiti, an AWB, or a bill of lading, and a fleet certificate that mentions the 
expiry date of the items. An authorization from the Ministry of Health is required. 
A WFP team comprising one Logistics and one Programme International Officer will be deployed to Jeremie and 
Les Cayes to support the assessment and the food security coordination. 
The United Nations will launch a Flash Appeal on 8 October 2016 to support response actions in Haiti. The CERF 
released an initial grant of US$5 million to begin life-saving response operations in the most affected areas. 
UNICEF is closely collaborating with the WHO/PAHO for the emergency health response and supporting the 
Nutrition Section of the Ministry of Health to re-establish sectorial coordination at central and departmental levels in 
order to maximize preventive measures and care capacity in the affected areas; the priority is to prevent disease 
outbreaks (cholera and other waterborne diseases, Zika and other mosquito-spread diseases like dengue and 
chikungunya). An estimated 150,000 people are targeted for assistance, including 75,000 children. 
UNICEF identified the following WASH priorities: water production, storage and supply for collective centres; 
treatment of collective water; treatment of household water with Aqua tabs and chlorine for the next 2 to 3 weeks 
and emergency sanitation; the people targeted for aid are 1,200,000 persons, including 150,000 children. 
PAHO/WHO continues to increase operational capacity with field offices in SUD and Grand Anse, and they will 
deploy experts on logistics in the coming days as well as epidemiologists to work on the field. PAHO is also 
sending supplies and medicines to strengthen and maintain the capacity -these will arrive during the next two 
weeks. A cholera treatment center (CTC) will be located in Randell via air (dep sud), according to availability of air 
transport. IMC, MDM, MSF, support the cholera response and INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY, OXFAM and 
FRENCH RED CROSS are supporting the response in water and sanitation. 
The UNICEF Protection section supported the government’s Institute for Social Welfare and Research (IBESR for 
its acronym in French), the International Organization for Migration (IOM) and the DPC on the evacuation of 130 
children from a Cité Soleil orphanage, and the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) provided them 
with mattresses, blankets and mosquito nets. 
The World Food Programme (WFP) will carry out an Emergency Food Security Assessment in Grand-Anse, South, 
South East, North West and Nippes.  Results are expected on 11 October. 
The site haiti.humanitarianresponse.info is being effectively used by humanitarian partners to share information 
about the response activities. 

Dominican Republic 
The National Emergency Operation Center (COE) has two provinces on green alert for the prevention of urban and 
rural flooding and landslides. There are 446 affected houses and 25 destroyed houses. Civil Defence and fire 
departments rescued 43 people. Fifty aqueducts/water systems are out of service in Santiago, Pedernales, 
Bahoruco, Independencia, San Juan, La Altagracia, Monte Plata y Hato Mayor provinces, as of 7 October. 
The people sheltering friends’ and relatives’ homes have begun to return to their houses. Cleaning operations have 
begun. Due to the heavy rainfall in prior days and the forecasts for the coming hours, people are advised to abstain 
from crossing rivers, creeks and ravines that have high volumes of water; similarly, those who live in elevated 
places are advised to the necessary precautions for landslides.  
Sources: OCHA Dominican Republic, COE Government of Dominican Republic, UNDAC, PAHO, UNETE Situation 
Report 

Bahamas 
The Government issued an “all clear” announcement on 8 October lifting recommendations on restricted movement 
during the passing of the storm. According to PAHO/WHO, two hurricane-related deaths were reported but not yet  
confirmed. Primary impact includes standing flood water (between two and four feet in some areas), fallen trees, 
damaged roofs and downed electric and cable lines. Agricultural livelihoods were affected. To date, a total of five 
health facilities were directly impacted by Hurricane Matthew. 
The UNDAC team initially sent to Jamaica re-deployed to the Bahamas and is embedded in the CDEMA Rapid 
Needs Assessment Teams (RNATs) to assess the impact of the storm. UNDAC members will assess the three 
islands, Andoz, Grand Bahama and New Providence, designated by the National Emergency Management Agency 
(NEMA) as a priority.The rapid assessments will be carried out between 8 and 11 Tuesday and data analyzed 12-
13 October. 
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Cuba 
Severe damages in eastern provinces of Cuba caused by Hurricane Matthew. The Cuban Civil Defense, the 
ministries, and local authorities are currently working on the damage assessment. Early reports indicate damage in 
the following sectors: housing, water and sanitation, agriculture, fisheries, animal husbandry, basic social services, 
social and road infrastructure, electricity, telecommunications, construction, and tourism. Six municipalities of 
Guantanamo and one municipality of Holguin, with a joint population of 290,418 people, report severe damages in 
the economic and housing sectors.  
Around 109,900 people are still isolated by land with no access to electricity and telecommunication networks in 
the municipalities of Baracoa and Maisí, in the province of Guantanamo. Media reports state that the swelling of a 
river is isolating seven rural communities in the municipalities of San Antonio del Sur. The reestablishment of 
access by land to the isolated communities remains a priority for national and provincial authorities. 
Out of a total of 1,079,214 people evacuated by the Civil Defense to several establishments (evacuation centers, 
state institutions, social establishments and safe houses of friends and relatives), around 850,000 are now 
returning to their homes in the provinces of Camaguey, Granma, Las Tunas, and Holguin. 
In Guantanamo Province, some 112,000 people have limited access to water supply. The most affected 
municipalities are receiving materials, equipment and teams of experts for the recovery phase. This will include the 
rapid restoration of key services, such as access to potable water. 
Six municipalities report damages in agricultural production and the Ministry of Agriculture is assessing the extent 
of the damage. WFP is developing an emergency response operation to support the authorities in assisting the 
most affected populations and WFP and FAO are mobilizing resources for an emergency response. 
Evaluations are ongoing; however, early reports indicate at least three hospitals and 13 health clinics damaged in 
Guantanamo and Holguin provinces. Health partners are highlight urgent needs for safe water in health facilities, 
epidemiological surveillance, essential medicine and equipment, and logistical support for mobilization. 
Some 308 schools and 8 daycare centers are severely damaged in the most affected municipalities of 
Guantanamo affecting some 12,000 school-age children and adolescents enrolled in these schools. The Ministry of 
Education continues to perform preliminary evaluations regarding the damages in the affected provinces.  
Coordination 
The United Nations Resident Coordinator and the UN system in Cuba maintain close communication with the 
Ministry of Exterior Commerce and Foreign Investment and the Civil Defense. 
OCHA has provided an initial emergency cash grant of $100,000 for the immediate purchase of relief items. UNDP 
has allocated $650,000 to support assessments, debris and solid-waste management. 
Sources: Defensa Civil, La Prensa. 

Coordination 
REDLAC meetings on Hurricane Matthew are held daily in Panama. Regional deployments and resources 
mobilized to countries are being identified. Partners are encouraged to send information about their staff and/or 
equipment deployments to: ocha-rolac@un.org 
Please see Haiti.humanitarianresponse.info for the latest situation reports and response information in Haiti. 
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Funding 
Donor Amount (USD) Support 

European Union $1,950,000 Humanitarian assistance for people most affected in Haiti. 

USAID/OFDA $100,000 Support to the Bahamas Red Cross to respond to the needs of 
hurricane-affected people. 

USAID/OFDA $100,000 Grant to the Jamaica Red Cross to support the distribution of relief 
items. 

USAID/OFDA $300,000 Immediate relief efforts in Haiti: 
$150,000 to the American Red Cross to support the Haitian Red 
Cross on logistics to distribute emergency relief items and support 
evacuation shelter management operations in departments 
affected. 
  
$150,000 to Catholic Relief Services to support distribution of 
emergency relief items in Grand’Anse and Sud departments. 

USAID/FFP $1 million Committed to CARE to address immediate needs, and to distribute 
food vouchers, cash transfers, food rations and meals for people in 
shelters in Haiti. 

The Caribbean 
Development Bank 

$200,000 Emergency Response Grant to Bahamas and Haiti. 

International Federation of 
Red Cross 

$576,500 DREF allocated for Haiti 

International Federation of 
Red Cross 

$148,000 DREF allocated for Jamaica 

Canada $ 300,000 Committed to the IFRC Emergency Appeal to help meet health, 
WASH and shelter needs of 50,000 affected people in Haiti. 

Canada $ 3 million The country sets aside up to $3 million response for countries 
affected by Hurricane Matthew and stands  ready to provide further 
assistance to reach most vulnerable. 

Germany $ 670,000 To support the response in Haiti 

Netherlands $ 840,000 Through the Netherlands Red Cross for Water, Shelter and 
Medical Aid in Haiti. 

Switzerland $ 2 million To cover the initial response in Haiti and possible contributions to 
local partners. 

UK $ 6.2 million Initial support to help thousands of people in Haiti and includes 
shelter kits for 5,000 people. UK aid being sent to Haiti over the 
coming days will be distributed in coordination with CARE 
International. 

OCHA $0.1 million Emergency Cash Grant to provide emergency shelter and non-
food items to affected families in Cuba 

Central Emergency 
Response Fund (CERF) 

$ 5.0 million To kick-start initial emergency response operations in Haiti 
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Total amounts of financial contributions in US dollars: 

TOTAL BAHAMAS $0.1 million 

TOTAL CUBA $0.1 million 

TOTAL HAITI $20.8  million 

TOTAL JAMAICA $0.25 million 

NOT YET SPECIFIED $3.2 million 

TOTAL HURRICANE MATTHEW $23.8 million 

  

All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial 
Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing fts@un.org. 

Inquiries from the private sector for offers of in-kind and pro-bono services can be directed to pss@un.org. 
Commercial offers are directed to www.ungm.org for more information. 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 
 

For further information, please contact:  
Wendy Cue, Head of OCHA Regional Office, cue@un.org  Tel: (+507) 317 1748 Cel: (+507) 6679-1861 
Jake Morland, NY Desk Officer, OCHA, morland@un.org  Tel: +1-212-963-2066 Cel: +1-917-287-9494 
 
To find updated information online please visit: www.reliefweb.int      www.unocha.org/hurricane-matthew 

REGISTER YOUR ARRIVAL IN THE AFFECTED COUNTRY at humanitarian.id 

UNDP has establish an online donation platform where private contributions to Haiti can be offered. bit.ly/supportundphaiti . 
Donations will be directed to quick start recovery efforts to support poor families in the disaster affected communities. 

 




