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This report is produced by OCHA Regional Office for the Pacific in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Regional 
Office for the Pacific. It covers a period from 9 to 11 February 2013. The next report will be issued on or around 13 February 2013.  

Highlights 
 

• 594 houses destroyed, affecting 3,329 people 
• 10 people have been confirmed dead 
• Access to water has been identified as an urgent 

need 
• Thirteen camps have been established to shelter 

2,434 people.  
• Damage to the Lata wharf is delaying the 

distribution of relief supplies 
• Aftershocks continue to cause damage and are 

preventing people from returning to their homes 
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Situation Overview 
The National Disaster Management Office believes that the worst affected areas are the western coastline of Santa 
Cruz (Nendo) Island, Malo Island and Lord Howe (Nibvanga Noi) Island. This is supported by the results of an 
aerial survey undertaken by an Australian Defence Force C130 Hercules that found limited water inundation in the 
smaller outer islands of Temotu Province.  

A rapid assessment carried out by the National Disaster Management Office, Provincial Government, NGOs and 
the Solomon Islands Red Cross Society (SIRC) found that 594 houses have been destroyed, affecting 3,239 
people.  

The six Provincial Disaster Assessment Teams that deployed a day after the earthquake tsunami have returned 
and an initial damage assessment, including information on existing needs is currently being collated.  

Planning for more detailed assessments is underway, with sectoral assessments being conducted in the areas of 
shelter, health, water, sanitation and hygiene, education and agriculture.  

The SIRC reported that the immediate need for adequate drinking water is the most acute need with supply of 
drinking, cooking and washing water becoming increasingly scarce as wells have been contaminated or sources 
and piping are damaged. A NOMAD Water Purification System is now providing some relief, however it is expected 
that more will need to be done to address this growing need. The Australian Red Cross will provide a secondary 
NOMAD Water Purification System to provide further relief. 
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The Royal Solomon Islands Police Force patrol boat arrived in Lata on Saturday carrying relief supplies. It planned 
to travel to Lord Howe Island and Nangu Village today with relief supplies for 154 households. It will likely return to 
these communities with further relief supplies tomorrow. 

The ongoing seismic activity remains a concern. There have been more than 130 aftershocks, at least nine of 
which have been larger than 6.0 magnitude and two above 7.0 magnitude. The 7.0 magnitude aftershock that 
occurred on the morning of 9 February resulted in a Tsunami Warning for the Solomon Islands which was 
downgraded to a Tsunami Watch and then cancelled. There were some large waves reported in Graciosa Bay 
following this Tsunami Warning.  

The Lata wharf, a key piece of infrastructure essential to the delivery of heavy relief items, has suffered further 
damage due to aftershocks. Currently, vehicles are unable to access the wharf and relief supplies that arrived on 
the MV Anarvon are being offloaded by hand.  

Humanitarian Response 

Shelter 

Needs: 

• National Disaster Management Office has reported that 594 houses have been 
destroyed, affecting 3,329 people.  

• Thirteen camps have been established to cater for displaced people. Currently, there 
are 2,434 people seeking shelter in these camps.  

• In addition to their houses, people have also lost all bedding, clothing, cooking and eating utensils, food storage 
equipment, tools and electrical appliances.  

• Given the ongoing seismic activity and associated aftershocks, many people have not returned to their homes 
and are seeking shelter on higher ground.  

Response: 

• World Vision will be sending an Internally Displaced Persons Advisor to Lata this week at the request of the 
National Disaster Management Office to provide assistance in camp management.  

• 452 households in 9 communities have received an initial distribution of relief supplies, including one collapsible 
water container, one tarpaulin, 4.5 litres of water and 6 kilograms of rice per family.  

 Health 

Needs: 

• Health services have continued to be disrupted due to ongoing aftershocks, with patients being moved to higher 
ground.  

• The Health Team has reported that although there were no visible signs of malnutrition at this stage, initial relief 
supplies have not been adequate and that this may be an issue in the coming days and weeks.  

• The Health Team has highlighted concern following evidence of respiratory infections and has reported a small 
number of diarrheal cases.  

• Assessments indicate that affected populations are in need of psychosocial support.  

Response: 

• The Ministry of Health has deployed a fifteen person Health Team to Lata to support local health workers.  
• There has been a request for additional staff including another doctor, 6 general nurses and 6 psychiatric 

nurses who will be deployed to Lata early this week.  
• AusAID has provided support for the evacuation of two patients by plane from Lata to Honiara to receive further 

medical treatment.  
• The World Health Organization is expecting the arrival of a representative from its regional Health Emergency 

Response Team in Solomon Islands early this week.  

 Food Security 

Needs: 

• In addition to the destruction of food gardens, fruit trees have been destroyed due to salt-water inundation.  

594 houses 
destroyed 
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• SIRC has indicated that the medium to long term food security of affected communities will be significantly 
affected and may need to be addressed through external sources of food supply. 

 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

Needs: 

• SIRC reports that the need for adequate supply of water is the most acute problem with drinking, cooking at 
washing water profoundly scarce.  

• The water source that supplied Graciosa Bay and Lata remains damaged and requires maintenance to the 
intake and repairs to the pump generator. The Provincial Government is currently undertaking repairs that may 
take up to a week to complete.  

• Water storage facilities have been destroyed and the few that are available are serving the most vulnerable – 
children and babies.  

• Wells have become unusable after being badly contaminated.  
• There is a lack of water collecting utensils. Mothers no longer have bottles for their children and buckets and 

containers to store water in the home have been destroyed.  
• As people move to higher ground to seek shelter, they are moving further away from their usual sources of 

water and sanitation is camps remains a major concern. 

Response: 

• SIRC has started using the NOMAD Water Purification System that is currently providing 5,000 litres of water 
every 2.5 hours.  

• The Australian Red Cross will provide a second NOMAD Water Purification System for use in Temotu Province.  
• Oxfam, UNICEF, Save the Children and World Vision have sent relief items including buckets, collapsible water 

containers, soap and water purification tablets to be distributed to affected communities.  
• SIRC has been working with the Health Team to promote hygiene practices which has been identified as a key 

issue.  

 Education 

Needs: 

• Lata Secondary School was damaged due to the ongoing seismic activity and three school buildings have been 
destroyed.  

Logistics 

Response: 

• The Royal Solomon Islands Police Force patrol boat will remain in Temotu Province for at least 14 days, 
assisting with assessments and the distribution of relief supplies.  

• SIRC Logistics is leading the multi-agency warehouse and distribution centre located at the Lata Courthouse. 
• IFRC will deploy a Logistics Officer to Honiara to support the SIRC.  
• Electricity has been restored, with some areas of the electricity grid still damaged. The Solomon Islands 

Electricity Authority is intentionally switching electricity off following aftershocks to avoid further damage.  
• It is unclear at this stage how badly damaged roads are. The Solomon Islands Police Force has reported that 

debris is blocking some roads. An engineer has arrived in Lata to assess possible damage.   

Constraints: 

• Lata wharf has sustained damage and the situation continues to worsen with the ongoing seismic activity. 
Currently, the wharf is not accessible to vehicles and relief supplies are being unloaded by hand. Should this 
situation continue to deteriorate, it will hamper efforts to deliver relief supplies to affected communities.  

• Given the remoteness of some affected areas, the National Disaster Management Office has indicated that it 
may be necessary to station a helicopter in Lata or send trucks and vehicles to support the distribution of relief 
supplies.  
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General Coordination 
The National Emergency Operations Centre remains on full-activation and is coordinating the distribution of relief 
supplies and deployment of assessment teams.  

The Initial Response and Assessment, Logistics and Support, Infrastructure and Welfare / Internally Displaced 
People Clustrs have been formally activated with the approval of the National Disaster Council.   

A multisectoral team has been deployed to support the Provincial Emergency Operations Centre. SIRC, World 
Vision, Oxfam, Save the Children and the Adventist Development Relief Agency have deployed their national staff 
under the Initial Response and Assessment and Welfare and Internally Displaced People Clusters.  

A Pacific Humanitarian Team Heads of Office and Inter Cluster Coordination Group Meeting was held this morning 
to discuss support that could be provided to address any outstanding needs in response efforts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For further information, please contact:  

 

Jo McIntosh, Public Information Officer, mcintoshj@uncoha.org, Tel: +679 331 7326, Cell +679 868 8731 

 

Click here for photos from the Aerial Assessment: 

https://picasaweb.google.com/101811121152510378563/TemotuTsunamiFeb062013?authuser=0&authkey=Gv1sRgCMOfp8a-

9ZGqtgE&feat=directlink 

 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org • www.reliefweb.int • www.phtpacific.org.   

Background on the crisis  
An 8.0 magnitude earthquake struck off the coast of Santa Cruz Islands (Temotu Province) in the southeast Solomon Islands archipelago at 
1:12 PM UTC on 6 February 2013.  
 
The United States Geological Survey (USGS) reported that the earthquake had a depth of 28.7 kilometers.  
 
The Pacific Tsunami Warning Centre issued a Tsunami Watch and Tsunami Warning for a number of countries in the Pacific Island region 
which was subsequently cancelled.  
 
A 0.9 to 1.0 meter tsunami wave reached the islands in Temotu Province and a tsunami wave of 8 centimeters reached the capital, Honiara. 
 



 

Summary of International Assistance as at 11 February 2013 

Institution Description of Assistance In-Kind (SBD) 
Cash-Grant 

(SBD) 
Foreign 

Currency 
Sector/Cluster Partner 

AusAID 
Funding to support the Solomon Islands Red Cross Society and 
aerial reconnaissance by a Royal Australian Air Force C-130J 
Hercules to assist in directing relief efforts.  

  1,845,319 250,000 (AUD)  
Australian Red Cross 

Society 

AusAID Aircraft fuel and logistical support.   368,988 50,000 (AUD) Logistics, Assessment 
Solomon Islands 

Government 

Oxfam 
Relief Supplies: 600 tarpaulins, 500 mosquito nets, 1,500 
collapsible water containers, 250 kitchen sets, 650 hygiene kits.    Shelter, WASH  

UNICEF 
Relief Supplies: 350 WASH kits (2X10 litre containers, purification 
tablets and soap), 100 (4X5 mtre) tarpaulins, 20 tents (providing 
shelter for 700 people), 6 packs of 50 water purification tablets 

   Shelter, WASH  

Save the Children 48 kitchen kits, 48 buckets, 47 shelter kits and 95 jerry cans    Shelter, WASH  

NZAID 

Initial allocation to assist SIG and NGOs with assessment and 
immediate needs response. So far used for:  

- 2 x generators, fuel, technician (already deployed) 
- 6 x chainsaw kits (en route) 
- Transport of NFIs for World Vision from NZ (en route) 

Funding will also cover refund/replenish for NGO NFIs.  

 1,200,904 200,000 (NZD)  
Solomon Islands 

Government 

World Vision 

85 shelter kits, 98 kitchen kits (large), 88 kitchen kits (small), 9 
baby kits, 86 hygiene kits, 100 tarpaulins (5X6 mtre), 579 
tarpaulins (12X18 ft), 84 X set of 6 pots, 133 family kits, 100 X 20 
litre water containers, 100 X 20 litre water containers, 10 X 10 
Litre water containers, 88 mosquito nets, 72 packing bags, 100 
woolen blankets, 2,540 drinking water cartons, 30 bales mixed 
clothing, 10 bales linen.  

   Shelter, WASH  

British High Commission / 
DFID 

TBC  1,874,985 165,000 (GPB) TBC  

 

Totals   5,290,196  Grand Total 5,290,196 



  


