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This report is produced by OCHA Philippines in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Philippines. It covers the 
period from 28 to 30 October 2015. The next report will be issued on or around 5 November. 

Highlights 

 One million people have evacuated primarily 
across Regions I, II and III two weeks after 
Typhoon Koppu made landfall in the Philippines. 
Many are staying with relatives and friends or in 
the open nearby their damaged homes. 

 Prolonged displacement due to persistent 
flooding, combined with low immunization 
coverage in several of the affected regions, raises 
the risk of water-borne and communicable disease 
outbreaks.  

 The Philippines Humanitarian Country Team is 
planning targeted and coordinated assistance in 
health, agriculture and emergency shelter in 
consultation with line departments.  

1 million 
Evacuees 

25,400 
People in evacuation 
centres 

106 
Evacuation centres 

18,400 
Houses totally 
damaged 

116,454 
Houses partially 
damaged 

206 million 
Worth of damage to 
agriculture (US$) 

Source: National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council, Department of Agriculture 

Situation Overview 
One million people have now evacuated (233,400 families) across Regions I, II, III and the Cordillera Administrative 
Region (CAR) two weeks after Typhoon Koppu (known locally as Lando) made landfall in the Philippines. About 80 
per cent of these people are in Regions I and III where damage to houses was the most significant (see Table 1).  

According to the National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council (NDRRMC), the number of people in 
evacuation centres peaked at 113,600 people in 455 evacuation centres around 22 October and declined to 25,400 
people in 106 evacuation centres in the week that followed. Meanwhile, the number of displaced people being 
assisted outside of evacuation centres more than doubled, reaching 989,700 people. They are staying with 
relatives and friends or in the open nearby their damaged homes.  

Flooding spread in Bulacan province (Region III) and it was slow to recede in the provinces of Pangasinan 
(Region I), Pampanga and Tarlac (Region III) during this reporting period. People in these low-lying areas may face 
prolonged displacement, requiring extended humanitarian aid and attention to potential outbreaks of communicable 
and water-borne diseases, malnutrition and protection particularly against trafficking.  

The NDRRMC reported an additional death from the typhoon; there are now 48 confirmed deaths (9 girls, 5 boys, 
12 women and 22 men), many by drowning and landslides. Eighty-three people were injured and 4 are still missing.  

More than 80 per cent of the number of blocked road sections were restored since the typhoon’s landfall with now 
only 17 road sections and 4 bridges not passable in Regions I, II, III and CAR. There are no updates on the status 
of power, which may still be out or intermittent in nine provinces in these regions. Extended periods of power 
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outage is a concern as they disrupt the provision of critical services and leave homes and businesses without water 
and communications.  

Table 1. Figures on evacuees, evacuation centres and damage to houses 

Region 
No. of 

evacuation 
centres 

Displaced people 
Total 

population 

Houses 

In evacuation 
centres 

Not in evacuation 
centres 

Total Destroyed 
Partially 

damaged 

I (Ilocos Region) 2 33 250,791 250,824 4.7 million 11,727 61,928 

II (Cagayan Valley) 0 0 203,078 203,078 3.2 million 1,317 12,104 

III (Central Luzon) 102 25,224 527,723 552,947 10.1 million 3,914 37,425 

IV-A (Calabarzon) 0 0 25 25 12.6 million 1,255 2,900 

CAR 2 186 8,056 8,242 1.6 million 200 2,097 

Total 106 25,443 989,673 1,015,116 32.3 million 18,413 116,454 

Source: NDRRMC SitRep No.22, 29 October 2015, 6 a.m.; National Statistics Office, 2010 Census of Population and Housing 

Humanitarian Response 

 Health 

Contact: Benjamin Lane (LaneB@wpro.who.int)  

Needs: 

 Surveillance and targeted health services for the most vulnerable among the affected people are necessary 
as persistent flooding raises the risk of waterborne diseases. Prolonged displacement, combined with low 
immunization coverage in several of the affected regions, may also increase the risk of communicable 
disease outbreaks.  

 A health promotion campaign is required alongside the provision of latrines and toilet bowls. 

Response: 

 Health cluster partners continue to support the Department of Health (DOH) with the provision of medical 
supplies including emergency health kits, hygiene kits, Aquatabs (water purification tablets), oral 
rehydration salts, zinc supplements and jerry cans, and information management (mapping of municipal-
level health needs). 

 DOH deployed medical teams to Regions I, II and III to conduct medical consultations and distribute 
medical supplies.  

 It was confirmed PhilHealth’s (the government’s social insurance programme) emergency benefits circular 
for Typhoon Haiyan-affected people remains in effect for all natural disaster situations. 

 An inter-agency assessment team deployed to Pangasinan and CAR visited local evacuation centres and 
affected health facilities. Health partners are also conducting additional assessments in Region III. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Potential increase in the demand for snake anti-venom was raised due to increased risk of snake bites 
among the displaced. Additional distribution of post-exposure rabies vaccines is also likely. 

 Additional assessments are required to determine the overall health needs and gaps in the affected areas 
as well as the extent of damage to and loss of medical equipment and stocks. 

The Government-led rapid damage and needs assessment of Aurora and Nueva Ecija provinces in Region III 

The National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council’s Response Pillar fielded six teams to Aurora and Nueva Ecija provinces in 
Region III from 22 to 27 October to undertake rapid damage and needs assessment (RDANA) of eight most-affected municipalities or those with 
the least available information. The assessment covered the municipalities of Baler, Casiguran, Dilasag and Dinalungan in Aurora; Gabaldon, 
Jaen, San Antonio and Zaragoza in Nueva Ecija; and La Paz in Tarlac.  

The assessment identified the need for continued assistance in food, non-food-items, shelter repair, health, education, protection, agriculture-
based livelihoods, logistics and cleaning up of mud and debris through food-for-work and cash-for-work programmes.  

The typhoon flooded tracts of agricultural land and a significant reduction in the regional production of rice is expected. Recovery of small-scale 
famers will be slow as many do not have access to credit and their current cropping season was already affected by the intensifying El Niño 
since early 2015.  

As longer term needs, RDANA teams recommended disaster risk reduction measures such as the construction of permanent and resilient 
evacuation centres, burying of electrical cables, and strengthening flood control and early warning systems.  

The assessment teams comprised government departments, the Philippines Humanitarian Country Team, ASEAN Coordinating Centre and the 
Philippines Disaster Resilience Foundation. The final report is expected to be released on 30 October.  

(Source: Response Pillar presentation of 28 October 2015) 
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 Food Security and Agriculture 

Contact: Nikon Meru (Nikon.Meru@fao.org), Arlyn Gaye Soriano (arlyngaye.soriano@wfp.org)  

Needs: 

 Total damage to agriculture is now estimated at PhP9.7 billion (US$206 million), 
according to the Department of Agriculture (DA). The vast majority is crop loss 
and the damage to fisheries and livestock is estimated at $6 million. 

 Over 364,000 hectares of rice, corn and high-value crop areas were affected with a combined production 
loss of some 512,000 metric tons. Rice constitutes 88 per cent of the crop production loss.  

Response: 

 DA deployed four teams to Regions I and III on 26 October to validate the reported damage to agriculture. 
The results will be available around 3 November.  

 The government’s Food Security sub-cluster with support of humanitarian partners facilitated food security 
gap analysis in the municipalities of Casiguran, Dilasag and Dinalungan, in Aurora. 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

Contact: Louise Maule (lmaule@unicef.org) 

Needs: 

 Repair of damaged water systems (e.g. broken pipes) and disinfection of 
possibly-contaminated water sources, supported by water quality monitoring. 

 Provision of water kits to support critical household water treatment and storage. 

 Repair of damaged latrines in destroyed houses and installation of additional 
temporary latrines and handwashing facilities in the evacuation centres in Nueva Ecija and other areas. 

 Provision of hygiene kits primarily to families whose houses were totally destroyed along with most of their 
household assets. 

 There are reports of increasing cases of diarrhea in a number of severely-affected municipalities including 
Cabanatuan City and Nueva Ecija. Hygiene promotion in these communities must be scaled up quickly. 

Response: 

 DOH with the support of WASH cluster partners distributed over 12,000 hygiene kits to the affected people 
across Regions I, III and CAR. Partners also distributed some 6,100 water kits and water purification 
tablets to almost 5,400 households in the affected municipalities in Region III.  

 The Provincial Health Office of Albay (Region V) deployed a water treatment unit along with a WASH Team 
in Gabaldon, one of the worst-hit municipalities in Nueva Ecija. 

 Two generators were provided to DOH and have been mobilized in CAR.  

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Damaged water systems in the most severely-affected municipalities are awaiting repair. Cluster partners 
are in discussion with concerned local authorities on how best to address this issue. 

 Quantifiable WASH needs of affected communities remain unavailable, pending the results of RDANA.  

 Logistics 

Contact: Arlyn Gaye Soriano (arlyngaye.soriano@wfp.org)   

Needs: 

 The Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) needs additional 
storage space in the municipality of San Fernando in Pampanga for the family 
food packs that have reached the province. DSWD and the local Disaster Risk 
Reduction and Management Council are coordinating with the National Economic and Development 
Authority to secure a temporary space for storing the goods. 

Response: 

 A total of 76 trucks were provided to DSWD to transport approximately 106,500 family food packs from the 
National Resource Operations Center in Manila to the affected regions. A private company provided 5 of 
the trucks. 

 A mobile storage unit, two pre-fabricated offices, a generator set and various equipment provided and set 
up for the humanitarian coordination hub in Casiguran were handed over to government counterparts. 

364,000 
hectares of agricultural 

land affected  

12,000 
hygiene kits distributed 

in Regions I, III and 
CAR 

76 
trucks assisting DSWD 
to transport relief items 
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Background on the crisis 
Typhoon Koppu (known locally as Lando) made landfall over the town of Casiguran in Aurora province in Central Luzon as a Category 3 
typhoon on 18 October, 1 a.m. local time. It slowed down significantly from 12 kph to 3 kph upon landfall and weakened to a Category 1 
strength, bringing incessant and heavy to intense rains along its path. Census data shows that about 40 million people live in the typhoon’s 
projected path, of which 1.5 million are among the most vulnerable who are enrolled in the government’s poverty eradication programme. 
Typhoon Koppu is the 12th tropical cyclone to enter the Philippine Area of Responsibility this year. With the strong El Niño that is prevailing 
in the tropical Pacific Ocean, the Philippines had fewer tropical cyclones, delayed onset but early termination of the rainy season and weak 
monsoon activity. The authorities are expecting up to three cyclones to affect the Philippines in November and December. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 There is a load restriction of a maximum of 10 tons for trucks using the main road between Dinalungan and 
Casiguran in Aurora due to the condition of the road. The government is currently using a C-130 cargo 
plane to deliver some of the relief goods. 

 Community Engagement  

Contact: Gil Francis Arevalo (arevalog@un.org)   

Needs: 

 Typhoon-affected communities are asking for more information and transparency regarding local 
government units’ plans for livelihood recovery, especially in the agriculture sector, according to a series of 
community consultations undertaken in Nueva Ecija, Aurora, Pangasinan and Tarlac.  

Responses: 

 A humanitarian radio service, a member of the Philippines Humanitarian Country Team’s (HCT) 
Community of Practice for Community Engagement, will end the emergency radio service in Casiguran on 
30 October. It supported local authorities and humanitarian organisations get critical information to the 
affected people and to channel their voices back to aid providers since 22 October.  

 Community consultations and two-way communication activities will continue in Nueva Ecija and other 
parts in Region III. Consolidated feedback will be referred to responding humanitarian agencies and local 
authorities at the provincial, municipal and barangay (village) levels. 

General Coordination 
The HCT met on 29 October and tasked its inter-cluster coordination group to take stock of immediate 
humanitarian needs and government’s support requirements, taking into account the results of RDANA of Region 
III and other assessments. The inter-cluster coordination group met on 30 October and confirmed that the 
assessed needs are within the government’s response capacity except for health, agriculture and emergency 
shelter for which line departments have asked or will likely ask for HCT support. Agencies working in these areas 
will formulate a plan in the coming days to complement national response efforts.  

Funding 
National and local authorities provided PhP121 million ($2.6 million) worth of assistance to date, according to the 
NDRRMC. Of this, DSWD provided PhP82 million ($1.7 million) and local government units provided PhP39 million 
($828,100). 

The European Commission announced on 28 October that it will provide €124,000 ($135,700) to the Philippine Red 
Cross to deliver food, emergency shelter materials such as tarpaulins, blankets and sleeping mats to 2,500 
families. The funding will also cover the provision of safe drinking water, water containers, mosquito nets and 
hygiene items.  

All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of cash 
and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@un.org 

 

For further information, please contact:  

Mark Bidder, Acting Head of Office, bidder@un.org, Tel: +63-2-901-0265, Cell +63-917-524-2928 

Akiko Yoshida, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, yoshidaa@un.org, Tel: +63-2-844-6251, Cell +63-917-543-7251 

 

Philippines National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council regularly issues situation reports: www.ndrrmc.gov.ph  

National authorities set hashtags #LandoPH, #ReliefPH and #RescuePH for this emergency response.  

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org www.reliefweb.int www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/philippines.  

To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: manipol@un.org  

 

 

mailto:arevalog@un.org
mailto:fts@un.org
mailto:bidder@un.org
mailto:yoshidaa@un.org
http://www.ndrrmc.gov.ph/
http://www.unocha.org/
http://www.reliefweb.int/
http://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/philippines
mailto:manipol@un.org

