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This report is produced by OCHA Philippines in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Philippines. It covers the 
period from 20 to 21 October 2015. The next report will be issued on or around 23 October. 

Highlights 

 Tropical Storm Koppu steadily weakened to a low 
pressure area as it slowly moved away from the 
Luzon island.  

 Nearly half a million people have evacuated of 
which 112,800 people are in 512 evacuation 
centres.  

 The Government-led search and rescue, relief and 
debris clearing operations continue with national 
authorities augmenting the capacity of local 
authorities.  

 The Government asked the Philippines 
Humanitarian Country Team to provide targeted 
and limited support, which will be met with 
resources available in the country.  

443,500 
Evacuees 

112,800 
People in evacuation 
centres 

512 
Evacuation centres 

6,900 
Houses damaged 

4 
metres-deep 
flooding 

27 
Provinces affected 

Source: NDRRMC 

Situation Overview 
Tropical Storm Koppu (known locally as Lando) steadily weakened to a low pressure area as it slowly moved 
northeast across Luzon Strait and away from the Luzon island, according to the Philippine Atmospheric, 
Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA). All public storm warning signals were lifted. 
PAGASA forecasts light to moderate rains over Ilocos Region (Region I), Cagayan Valley (Region II) and the 
Cordillera Administrative Region (CAR) in northern Luzon.  

Some 443,500 people (98,200 families) have evacuated across Regions I, II, III (Central Luzon) and CAR as of 
21 October, according to the National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council (NDRRMC). Of these, 
112,800 people (25,300 families) are in 512 evacuation centres; 120 are schools.  

The NDRRMC reported 26 confirmed deaths (5 girls, 2 boys, 6 women and 13 men) and 18 injured from the storm. 
These figures are expected to rise.  

In the three days since landfall, the storm brought incessant and heavy to intense rains within its 650 km diameter 
triggering floods, flashfloods and landslides. Bagiuo City in the mountainous region of CAR recorded 775 mm of 
rainfall on 19 October, which is 170 per cent more than its average monthly rainfall for October of 454 mm.  

Initial reports indicate that flooding is most severe in the river basins of Central Luzon (Nueva Ecija and Pampanga 
provinces) and Cagayan Valley (Isabela and Cagayan provinces) with floodwaters reaching up to 4.3 m in some 
areas. Flooding will likely spread as rainwaters from the mountains continue to flow downstream. The storm’s 
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impact in the rest of Cagayan Valley, Ilocos Region and CAR are characterized by landslides.  

Information on damage to critical infrastructure is limited at this stage. The NDRRMC estimates PhP6.6 billion 
($130 million) losses in agriculture and another PhP559 million ($12 million) in infrastructure across the affected 
regions.  

All communication lines were restored, according to the NDRRMC. Power is out across the provinces of Aurora; 
Quirino and Nueva Vizcaya (Cagayan Valley); and Kalinga and Mountain Province (CAR).  

A total of 140 road sections and 28 bridges are not passable due to flooding and landslides, an increase from 38 
road sections and 18 bridges from the previous report. The majority of those stranded in seaports have now 
returned, bringing down the number of stranded passengers from about 6,200 to 260. However, 37 vessels, 47 
motor boats and 13 rolling cargoes remain stranded by the rough sea.  

Classes remained suspended in parts of Ilocos Region, CAR and Central Luzon on 21 October.  

 

Table 1. Figures on evacuees, evacuation centres and damage to houses 

Region 
No. of 

evacuation 
centres 

Displaced people 
Total 

population 

Houses 

In evacuation 
centres 

Not in evacuation 
centres 

Total Destroyed 
Partially 

damaged 

I (Ilocos Region) 48 5,960 11,947 17,907 4.7 million 161 1,480 

II (Cagayan Valley) 123 10,544 147,488 158,032 3.2 million 8 158 

III (Central Luzon) 319 93,739 167,380 261,119 10.1 million 354 4,411 

CAR 22 2,579 3,813 6,392 1.6 million 17 358 

Total 512 112,822 330,628 443,450 19.7 million 540 6,407 

Source: NDRRMC SitRep No.11, 21 October 2015, 6 a.m.; National Statistics Office, 2010 Census of Population and Housing 

Humanitarian Response 
The Government-led search and rescue, relief and debris clearing operations continue with national authorities 
augmenting the capacity of local governments. The Philippine Red Cross (PRC), civil society organizations, 
businesses, volunteers and other actors are doing what they can to complement government’s efforts.  

The International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) issued their Emergency Plan of 
Action to meet the immediate needs of 12,500 people (2,500 families) primarily in Central Luzon (Aurora, Nueva 
Ecija and Pampanga) and Cagayan Valley (Cagayan and Isabela). They allocated CHF270,000 (US$283,000) from 
its Disaster Relief Emergency Fund for this operation.  

PRC and IFRC are providing food, non-food relief supplies and safe water to the affected people while mobilizing 
communities to undertake environmental sanitation activities. PRC mobilized chapters and volunteers, conducted 
rapid assessments and deployed emergency response units including water search and rescue teams.  

While the Government is not calling for international assistance, on 20 October, they asked the Philippines 
Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) to provide targeted and limited support in logistics, camp coordination and 
camp management, emergency shelter, water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH), food and protection. These 
requirements will be met with resources available in the country.  

Members of the Philippines INGO Network with programmes in the affected areas are assessing needs and 
planning a response in coordination with local authorities. The focus is to distribute tarpaulins, non-food relief 
supplies such as WASH kits, household kits, mosquito nets and sleeping mats in Aurora and Nueva Ecija.  

The full extent of the impact of the storm is not yet known. To gain a first-hand understanding of the situation on the 
ground, Secretaries of the Department of Social Welfare and Development, and the Department of Interior and 
Local Government, Undersecretary of the Office of Civil Defense together with members of the HCT, the private 
sector and the media today visited Casiguran municipality in Aurora where the typhoon made landfall. This visit 
was planned for 20 October but was postponed due to inclement weather. They met with local authorities and 
assessed typhoon’s impact which was primarily damage caused by strong winds.  

Some 68,000 people (16,000 families) were affected in Aurora (Total population: 201,200 people; 2010 census) of 
which 25,000 people (5,000 families) were from Casiguran (Total population: 23,900 people). The priority needs in 
Aurora overall and in Casiguran are shelter materials, food, medicines, WASH and temporary learning space, 
according to local authorities.  

  

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MDRPH019dref_EPoA_Final.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MDRPH019dref_EPoA_Final.pdf
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General Coordination 
National authorities plan to establish Task Force Casiguran to set up a humanitarian coordination hub in Casiguran 
around 22 October. Under the leadership of the Local Chief Executive, the Mayor, the hub will serve as the center 
for relief operations for Aurora for an initial period of 15 days.  

Task Force Casiguran will deploy seven response clusters to the coordination hub to augment the capacity of local 
authorities: Search, Rescue and Retrieval; Emergency Telecommunications; Health (including WASH); Food and 
Non-Food Items; Camp Coordination and Camp Management; Protection; and Logistics. HCT counterparts will 
assist these clusters on-site. Additional hubs may be set up in other hard-hit areas to coordinate local response.  

As local authorities continue to assist the affected people while assessing their needs, 
the NDRRMC is organizing a five-day rapid damage and needs assessment (RDANA) of 
Central Luzon. Assessments of Cagayan Valley, Ilocos Region and CAR will follow. The 
Office of Civil Defense will lead six teams that will deploy to Aurora and Nueva Ecija on 
22 October. Members of the HCT and the private sector were invited to participate and 
joined the pre-departure orientation on 21 October.  

The NDRRMC also asked a member of the HCT’s Community of Practice for Community 
Engagement to take aerial photos of Sta. Rosa municipality in Nueva Ecija using 
unmanned aerial vehicle. The next aerial assessment will target Casiguran.  

In addition to the multi-sectoral RDANA, national authorities such as Department of Health, Department of 
Agriculture, and Department of Labor and Employment are conducting or planning sectoral assessments. HCT 
members have offered technical support to these departments.  

While the Government has not activated its humanitarian response clusters at the national level, they have asked 
the HCT cluster counterparts to liaise with respective government cluster lead agencies to maintain close 
communication. Emergency Telecommunications and Logistics clusters met on 19 October, and clusters led by the 
Department of Health (i.e. Health, Nutrition, WASH, and Mental Health and Psychosocial Services) held a quad-
cluster meeting on 21 October. Cluster co-lead agencies will keep HCT cluster members abreast of the 
developments to enable clusters to quickly scale up the relief operation when needed. 

The HCT held daily coordination meetings from 19 to 21 October.  

RDANA locations 

Aurora: Baler, 
Casiguran, Dilasag, 

Dinalungan 

Nueva Ecija: Aliaga, 
Cabanatuan, San 
Antonio, Zaragoza 

Background on the crisis 
Typhoon Koppu (known locally as Lando) made landfall over the town of Casiguran in Aurora province in Central Luzon as a Category 3 
typhoon on 18 October, 1 a.m. local time. It slowed down significantly from 12 kph to 3 kph upon landfall and weakened to a Category 1 
strength. Census data shows that about 40 million people live in the typhoon’s projected path, of which 1.5 million are among the most 
vulnerable who are enrolled in the government’s poverty eradication programme. Typhoon Koppu is the 12th tropical cyclone to enter the 
Philippine Area of Responsibility this year. With the strong El Niño that is prevailing in the tropical Pacific Ocean, the Philippines had fewer 
tropical cyclones, delayed onset but early termination of the rainy season and weak monsoon activity. The authorities are expecting up to 
three cyclones to affect the Philippines in November and December. 

For further information, please contact:  

Mark Bidder, Acting Head of Office, bidder@un.org, Tel: +63-2-901-0265, Cell +63-917-524-2928 

Akiko Yoshida, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, yoshidaa@un.org, Tel: +63-2-844-6251, Cell +63-917-543-7251 

 

Philippines National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council regularly issues situation reports: www.ndrrmc.gov.ph  

National authorities set hashtags #LandoPH, #ReliefPH and #RescuePH for this emergency response.  

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org www.reliefweb.int www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/philippines.  

To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: manipol@un.org  
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