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This report is produced by OCHA Philippines in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Philippines. It covers the 
period from 18 to 19 October 2015. The next report will be issued on or around 21 October. 

Highlights 

 Typhoon Koppu weakens to a tropical storm as it 
slowly approaches the northern tip of Luzon island, 
with heavy to intense rains.  

 Parts of Pangasinan, Isabela, Nueva Ecija, Tarlac, 
Bulacan, Pampanga and Zambales provinces are 
flooded with flood waters in Nueva Ecija reaching 
as high as 1.8 m.  

 The Government leads search and rescue, relief 
and debris clearance operations across seven 
affected regions.  

 Some 104,300 people have evacuated of which 
55,600 people are in 255 evacuation centres.  

 The Government reiterated that it is not seeking 
international assistance at this time although 
targeted support provided with in-country resources 
is welcome.  
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Situation Overview 
A major emergency response operation is underway in seven regions on the Luzon island as torrential rains of the 
slow-moving Typhoon Koppu (known locally as Lando) caused massive flooding along its path.  

The typhoon weakened to a severe tropical storm by 19 October, 5 p.m. local time, as it crossed the island and 
moved along the western seaboard of the Ilocos Region (Region I), according to the Philippine Atmospheric 
Geophysical and Astronomical Administration (PAGASA). The storm is near Laoag City in Ilocos Norte province 
with maximum sustained winds of 105 kph and gusts of up to 135 kph. It is forecast to move north northeast at 5 
kph, then out to sea in the morning of 20 October, which is sooner than projected at the time of the last report.  

Typhoon Koppu brought heavy to intense rains in its 600 km diameter. Areas in Central Luzon (Region III) recorded 
between 100-200 mm rainfall in a day on 18 October, with some registering more than half of their average monthly 
rainfall. Parts of provinces of Pangasinan (Region I), Isabela (Region II), Nueva Ecija, Tarlac, Bulacan, Pampanga 
and Zambales (Region III) were flooded on 18 and 19 October with flood waters in Nueva Ecija reaching as high as 
1.8 m. Six municipalities in Pangasinan were affected by flashfloods.  

The National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council (NDRRMC) reported three deaths (a woman, man 
and a boy), five injuries (three women and two boys) and a man missing so far. Some 104,300 people (22,000 
families) have evacuated and are assisted across Regions I, II, III, IV-A and the Cordillera Administrative Region 
(CAR), of which about 55,600 people (12,100 families) are in 255 evacuation centres managed by local authorities 
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and another 48,700 people (9,900 families) are with relatives and friends. Eighty-four of the evacuation centres are 
schools. 

The extent of the damage became clearer as communications systems began to be restored. The NDRRMC 
reported that the typhoon destroyed 3 houses and partially damaged 53 houses in the provinces of La Union 
(Region I), Isabela and Nueva Vizcaya (Region II) and Aurora (Region III). However, power is intermittent in Ilocos 
Sur, La Union and Pangasinan provinces (Region I) and the municipalities of Dilasag, Casiguran and Dinalungan in 
Aurora are still without cellular signal. Thirty-six road sections and 18 bridges are not passable due to flooding and 
landslides while four municipalities in Kalinga province (CAR) are isolated due to landslides and rockslides. The full 
extent of the damage is still unknown, and in particular, the damage to the agriculture sector.  

More than 6,200 passengers, 59 vessels, 54 motor boats and 273 rolling cargoes remained stranded in ports while 
16 domestic flights were cancelled on 19 October. Government offices except front line service providers and 
response agencies were closed and classes remained suspended in affected areas.  

The local governments of Jaen and San Isidro in Nueva Ecija, San Carlos City in Pangasinan and Ilagan City in 
Isabela declared a state of calamity due to the damage caused by the typhoon. This allows the local authorities to 
utilize their calamity fund for recovery and relief programmes. 

The PAGASA warned that rain waters from three major mountain ranges will continue to flow down to the flat plains 
in Central Luzon for a day or two. Evacuees from these areas were advised not to return home despite the 
improvement in weather until the severity of the flooding becomes clearer in the coming days. Public Storm 
Warning Signals have been downgraded but are still in effect in 20 provinces.  

The rains from Typhoon Koppu provided much needed water to several dams reeling from the effects of a strong 
El Niño. The water level in the Angat Dam, which supplies most of Metro Manila’s water needs, increased by 7.2 m. 

Humanitarian Response 
The Government is leading search and rescue, relief and debris clearing operations. The NDRRMC indicated that 
priority support needs were equipment for search and rescue, communications equipment, tarpaulins for 
emergency shelter, food and aerial assessment service.  

More than 3,000 Philippine National Police personnel are assisting search, rescue and retrieval (SRR) in Regions I, 
II, III, IV-A and V. Additional SRR personnel and equipment were deployed to meet the large number of rescue 
requests but the massive flooding and debris hampered the movement and speed of the rescue, according to 
NDRRMC. The private sector deployed water search and rescue teams to Nueva Ecija on 18 October in 
collaboration with NDRRMC, according to the Philippine Disaster Resilience Foundation. Another team is on 
standby to respond to landslides as needed.  

Members of the Philippines Humanitarian Country Team’s (HCT) Community of Practice (CoP) for Community 
Engagement are working closely with the Government to support communications and aerial assessments. A local 
private expert group on unmanned aerial vehicle succeeded in conducting a series of aerial assessments in the 
most affected areas in Pampanga, Bulacan and Nueva Ecija despite inclement weather.  

Local media mobilized digital humanitarian volunteers and partner networks to support the Office of Civil Defense 
(OCD) and other responders gather and verify crowdsourced information. It set up a 24-hour satellite operations 
centre at the OCD Operations Center in Manila with partners and releases consolidated social media reports on 
affected communities’ requests for search, rescue and relief aid.  

There is a growing recognition that the Government-led early warnings, evacuations and various preparedness 
measures that were supported by communities, civil society organisations, the Red Cross Movement, the private 
sector and other partners saved lives.  

General Coordination 
The NDRRMC briefed the core group of the HCT today on the situation, needs and support requirements. They 
reiterated that the Government is not seeking international assistance at this time although targeted support 
provided with in-country resources is welcome.  

The NDRRMC’s Response Pillar plans to conduct a rapid damage and needs assessment (RDANA) on 22 October 
of the affected areas in Nueva Ecija and Pangasinan. Members of the HCT were invited to participate to ensure 
that the Government and international organisations share a common understanding of the situation and needs.  

While the Response Pillar has not activated the humanitarian response clusters, the NDRRMC encouraged the 
HCT cluster co-conveners to engage with the government cluster lead agencies for timely consultation and 
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Background on the crisis 
Typhoon Koppu (known locally as Lando) made landfall over the town of Casiguran in Aurora province in Central Luzon (Region III) as a 
Category 3 typhoon on 18 October, 1 a.m. local time. It slowed down significantly from 12 kph to 3 kph upon landfall and weakened to a 
Category 1 strength, packing maximum sustained winds of 150 kph near the center and gusts of up to 185 kph by 10 a.m. Census data 
shows that about 40 million people live in the typhoon’s projected path, of which 1.5 million are among the most vulnerable who are 
enrolled in the government’s poverty eradication programme. Typhoon Koppu is the 12th tropical cyclone to enter the Philippine Area of 
Responsibility this year. With the strong El Niño that is prevailing in the tropical Pacific Ocean, the Philippines had fewer tropical cyclones, 
delayed onset but early termination of the rainy season and weak monsoon activity. The authorities are expecting up to three additional 
cyclones to affect the Philippines in November and December. 

information exchange. The cluster co-conveners will coordinate cluster activities among HCT cluster members in 
support of national authorities. 

Following the meeting with the NDRRMC, the HCT held a coordination meeting to share updates and coordinate 
future assistance to the Government. The HCT will convene again on 20 October. 

The HCT’s working groups and communities of practice are also on standby to respond as needed. The 
Emergency Response Preparedness Working Group met today and reviewed the level of stockpiles in the country 
and updated the roster of needs assessment specialists. The CoP for Community Engagement activated its Sub-
Group on Assessment, Monitoring, Evaluation and Accountability to conduct Rapid Information, Communications 
and Accountability Assessment in support of affected local government units if required.  

 

For further information, please contact:  

Mark Bidder, Acting Head of Office, bidder@un.org, Tel: +63-2-901-0265, Cell +63-917-524-2928 

Akiko Yoshida, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, yoshidaa@un.org, Tel: +63-2-844-6251, Cell +63-917-543-7251 

 

Philippines National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council regularly issues situation reports: www.ndrrmc.gov.ph  

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org www.reliefweb.int www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/philippines.  

To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: manipol@un.org  
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