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This report is produced by OCHA Philippines in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Philippines. It covers the 
period from 17 to 18 October 2015. The next report will be issued on or around 19 October.  

Highlights 

 Typhoon Koppu makes landfall in Casiguran town in 
Aurora province on 18 October, weakening from a 
Category 3 to Category 1 strength.  

 This slow-moving typhoon will bring heavy to intense 
rainfall along its path as it moves north over the 
Luzon island and heads out to sea around 
21 October.  

 There are no confirmed deaths and injuries so far. 

 Some 14,300 people have evacuated to 108 
evacuation centres.  

 Communication is down in parts of the affected area 
and the full extent of damage is unclear.  

 The Government has not called for international 
humanitarian assistance so far but asked the 
Philippines Humanitarian Country Team to be on 
standby to augment national relief efforts if needed. 
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Situation Overview 
Typhoon Koppu (known locally as Lando) made landfall over the town of Casiguran in Aurora province in Central 
Luzon (Region III) as a Category 3 typhoon on 18 October, 1 a.m. local time. It remained almost stationary for more 
than four hours, according to the Philippine Atmospheric Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration 
(PAGASA).  

The typhoon was near Pantabangan municipality, Nueva Ecija province in Central Luzon at 10 a.m. It slowed down 
significantly from 12 kph to 3 kph upon landfall and weakened to a Category 1 strength, packing maximum 
sustained winds of 150 kph near the center and gusts of up to 185 kph. It is now moving west northwest at 5 kph.  

Heavy to intense rainfall is expected within the 500 km diameter of the typhoon. Mountainous regions in Nueva 
Ecija and Bulacan provinces recorded between 200 to 300 mm of rainfall in a day. Storm surge over the coastal 
areas of Aurora and neighboring provinces may reach up to 4 m and waves in open sea may reach more than 
14 m. Public Storm Warning Signals remain in effect in 26 provinces in northern and central Luzon.  

There are no confirmed deaths and injuries so far. Nearly 14,300 people (3,600 families) have evacuated, of which 
13,000 people (3,300 families) are in 108 evacuation centres managed by local government units. The evacuees 
are provided with hot meals and family food packs containing rice, canned food, noodles and instant coffee.  

Initial reports indicate damaged houses and toppled electricity and communications lines in the affected areas. 
Commercial communications are down in Dinalungan, Dingalan, Casiguran and Dilasag municipalities in Aurora. 
Power is out in 2 cities and 22 towns. The Government’s Rapid Emergency Telecommunications Teams are on 
standby to provide emergency radio communications through HF, VHF and UHF spectrum, which will be 
complemented with Emergency-Radio-in-a-Suitcase and a HF station provided by members of the Philippines 
Humanitarian Country Team’s (HCT) Community of Practice for Community Engagement.  
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Ten road sections and eight bridges are either damaged or not passable due to landslides and floods. The 
Department of Public Works and Highways and local government units are clearing the debris. A humanitarian 
partner based in Aurora reported that three villages in the province were isolated by flood water and could not be 
reached. 

More than 5,200 passengers, 58 vessels, 45 motor boats, and 452 rolling cargoes are stranded in ports while 
25 domestic and international flights have been cancelled. Classes in affected areas were also cancelled for 
tomorrow.  

The authorities are closely monitoring the status of the dams in Luzon, which saw their water levels drop over 
recent months due to the strong El Niño that is prevailing in the tropical Pacific Ocean. Water released from 
Ambuklao and Binga dams in Benguet province (Cordillera Administrative Region, CAR) is now flowing south to 
San Roque Dam in Pangasinan province (Region IV-A), which is still below its normal water level. Gates of the 
Magat Dam in Isabela province (Region II) were opened this morning as a precautionary measure. Residents living 
along the Magat River were advised to evacuate. The water level in Angat Dam in Bulacan province (Region III), 
which supplies water to Metro Manila and also used to generate power, will likely climb close to its normal level. 
This dam stopped providing water for irrigation due to the effect of El Niño.  

The typhoon is projected to move northwards out to sea through Cagayan province between the evening of 
21 October and the early morning of 22 October, according to PAGASA forecast models. The typhoon is expected 
to further diminish in strength as it traverses over this largely farming and mountainous region. Risks of flooding 
and landslides remain high.  

Census data shows that about 40 million people live in the typhoon’s projected path, of which 1.5 million are among 
the most vulnerable who are enrolled in the government’s poverty eradication programme.  

Typhoon Koppu is the 12
th
 tropical cyclone to enter the Philippine Area of Responsibility this year. With the strong 

El Niño, the Philippines had fewer tropical cyclones, delayed onset but early termination of the rainy season and 
weak monsoon activity. The authorities are expecting up to three additional cyclones to affect the Philippines in 
November and December.  

Response Preparedness 
The National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council (NDRRMC) indicated that priority needs are 
emergency communications, food and non-food items and emergency shelter. The Government has not called for 
international humanitarian assistance so far but asked the HCT to be on standby to augment national relief efforts if 
needed.  

The authorities began taking preparedness actions for Typhoon Koppu on 14 October as the storm entered the 
Philippine Area of Responsibility by initiating daily pre-disaster risk assessment of areas which may be affected by 
the typhoon. As the storm intensified, emergency response operation centres were activated by 16 October, and 
national and local authorities pre-positioned rescuers, heavy equipment and relief supplies in those areas. The 
President urged the people in typhoon’s direct path to be ready to evacuate in a nationally televised address on 
16 October.  

For the immediate response, the Department of Social Welfare and Development has 196,000 family food packs, 
PhP158 million (US$158 million) worth of food and non-food items, and a standby fund of PhP18 million ($400,000) 
available at the National Resource Operations Center, and Field Offices in Regions I, II, III, IV-A, IV-B, and CAR.  

The Department of Health (DOH) Central Office, regional offices and hospitals raised their alert status to Code 
White, placing health personnel on standby. DOH regional offices pre-positioned PhP17 million ($368,000) worth of 
drugs, medicines, supplies and logistics. 

The Philippine Red Cross (PRC) activated its response teams in the direct path of the typhoon, pre-positioned relief 
goods and equipment, and placed community health volunteers and volunteers in the Red Cross 143 programme 
on standby. The International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies is supporting PRC.  

Private businesses also engaged in preparedness. As mandated by a recently signed law, the Free Mobile Disaster 
Alert Act, the NDRRMC in partnership with telecommunications companies are sending early warning advisories 
regarding the hazards brought by the storm to mobile subscribers.  

General Coordination 
The NDRRMC convened on 18 October to plan the response to the typhoon. It activated its Response Pillar, one of 
the four pillars of Council’s disaster management framework, on 17 October. The immediate focus was on 
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emergency communications, emergency shelter, food and non-food items, water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH), 
health and protection at the time.  

The NDRRMC briefed the HCT on the situation, scenario and government’s preparedness measures on 
17 October to ensure that the Government and international humanitarian actors in the country share a common 
planning scenario and prepare accordingly. The Acting Humanitarian Coordinator on behalf of the HCT and 
partners expressed readiness to support Government’s preparedness and relief efforts as needed. The authorities 
welcomed HCT’s participation in the rapid needs assessment.  

The HCT will hold an emergency meeting on 19 October to review support options that are available. This meeting 
will be preceded by a technical meeting of its Emergency Response Preparedness Working Group. 

The Government is using the hashtag #LandoPH for regular updates for this typhoon.  

For further information, please contact:  

Mark Bidder, Acting Head of Office, bidder@un.org, Tel: +63-2-901-0411, Cell +63-917-524-2928 

Akiko Yoshida, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, yoshidaa@un.org, Tel: +63-2-844-6251, Cell +63-917-543-7251 

 

Philippines National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council regularly issues situation reports: www.ndrrmc.gov.ph  

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org www.reliefweb.int www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/philippines.  

To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: manipol@un.org  
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