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This report is produced by OCHA Philippines in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Philippines. It covers 
20 August 2013. The next report will be issued on or around 22 August. 

Highlights 

 Heavy monsoon rains continued in Metro Manila 
and other parts of Luzon island. One month's 
average rainfall for August was recorded in one 
day.  

 More than 40,800 people are in 198 evacuation 
centres and some 90,500 people are seeking 
refuge with relatives and friends.  

 Evacuation, rescue and relief operations are 
underway. The Philippine Humanitarian Country 
Team is complementing government’s relief efforts 
with targeted support in camp coordination and 
camp management, food and logistics upon 
government’s request.  

 

8 
Reported dead 

131,600 
People evacuated 

198 
Evacuation centres  

32 
Houses damaged 

65 
Roads affected 

1 month’s 
Average rainfall 
recorded in 1 day  

Source: NDRRMC Sitrep No.5 on Effects of Southwest Monsoon, 20 August 2013, 6 p.m.; NDRRMC announcement 

Situation Overview 
Tropical Storm Trami (locally known as Maring) continued to hover to the northeast of 
the country over the Philippine Sea and to exacerbate the Southwest Monsoon 
(Habagat). Heavy rains and thunderstorms battered Metro Manila and the rest of Luzon 
overnight on 19 August and on 20 August, worsening the already widespread flooding. 
Evacuation, rescue and relief operations are underway.  

The government raised the rainfall warning signal back to the highest ‘level red’ alert 
during the morning of 20 August, when heavy to torrential rains affected Metro Manila 
and the provinces of Rizal, Laguna, Bulacan, Zambales, Cavite, Bataan, Pampanga and 
Occidental Mindoro (i.e. more than 30 millimetres of rain in one hour that is expected to 
continue for the next two hours). The warning was downgraded to ‘orange’ alert by late 
afternoon (i.e. 15-30 millimetres of rain in one hour). Severe flooding is still expected and 
the public is advised to be alert for possible evacuation.  

Eight people died in Region III, Calabarzon and the Cordillera Administrative Region 
(CAR), according to the National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council (NDRRMC). This includes 
5 boys and 1 older person over the age of 60. There are reports of 41 injuries, 4 missing people and 97 stranded 
passengers.  

Some 40,840 people are in 198 evacuation centres and another 90,500 people have sought refuge with relative 
and friends (see table 1). More than half of those in evacuation centres are in Calabarzon to the south of Metro 
Manila and one third are in Metro Manila. The numbers increased significantly since the last situation report due to 
continued heavy rains overnight and as additional information became available.  

 
Source: NDRRMC Sitrep No.4 on Effects of Southwest Monsoon,  
20 August 2013, 9 a.m. 
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There was flooding as deep as 3 inches to neck-deep in 415 areas in Regions I, III, Calabarzon, Mimaropa and 
Metro Manila. Up to 60 per cent of Metro Manila was flooded on 20 August but waters subsided later in the day, 
leaving 20 per cent of the capital still under water. While some people have begun to return home, the majority of 
the displaced families are expected to return with more favorable weather conditions, according to the Department 
of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD).  

Flooding rendered 64 roads and a bridge in Regions I, III, Calabarzon, Mimaropa, V, CAR and Metro Manila 
impassable. Power is interrupted in Occidental Mindoro in Mimaropa but telecommunications remain largely 
unaffected in all regions. Further, 162 domestic and international flights were cancelled at Manila’s airport.  

 A total of 32 houses were damaged, and 3 hospitals in Metro Manila and 2 health facilities in Laguna were 
submerged in flood water. Many health facilities are unmanned as staff are unable to get to work. In Pampanga, 
where a quarter of its barangays (villages) have been flooded, the provincial authorities reported that damage to 
agriculture and infrastructure reached Philippine peso 23 million (US$528,500).  

Several provinces, cities and municipalities have declared a state of calamity (see box), 
which allows the local government to access calamity funds to finance relief. A price 
control for basic commodities is automatically in effect.   

Schools were suspended for the second consecutive day, and government offices in 
Metro Manila, banks and financial markets also closed on 20 August. They will remain 
closed on 21 August as it is a public holiday.  

With the continuous rains, the government is monitoring the water levels of dams and rivers closely. The Binga and 
Ambuklao dams (Benguet province), Ipo dam (Bulacan) and Magat dam (Isabela) where the water levels reached 
critical levels have opened gates. The La Mesa Dam, which supplies water to Metro Manila, is now overflowing 
towards the Tullahan River, in north of Metro Manila, as designed. The local government also opened the 
floodgates of Marikina River in eastern Metro Manila. Residents living along the banks of the Tullahan and Marikina 
rivers are evacuating.  

There have been no reports of outbreaks of diseases, according to the World Health Organization. Where water 
supply is flooded and contaminated, there is a risk of diarrhoeal illnesses and skin infections. The Department of 
Health (DOH) informed that fever, headache and coughs are the most common symptoms reported by flood-
affected people.  

The Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA) announced that the 
heaviest rainfall was recorded at Sangley Point in Cavite at 475.4 millimetres that fell in the 24 hours from 18 to 
19 August. This is slightly more than the average rainfall for August. At 549 millimetres over a three-day period, the 
current rainfall is nearing the 614-millimetre mark set by the three-day Habagat of 2012.  

PAGASA expects the weather to gradually improve by 22 or 23 August. As of 20 August, Tropical Storm Trami is 
moving towards northern Taiwan, and will likely leave the Philippine Area of Responsibility by 22 August.  

Humanitarian Response 
The local authorities continue to lead evacuation, rescue and relief operations. To date, local government units and 
DSWD have provided Php4.5 million ($102,700) worth of humanitarian assistance, Php2.7 million and PhP1.8 
million ($62,000 and $40,700), respectively. Further, DSWD has pre-positioned up to Php121 million ($2.8 million) 

Table 1. Figures on evacuees, evacuation centres and damage to houses by affected region 

 

No. of 
evacuation 

centres 

Displaced people  Houses 

Region In evacuation 
centres 
(person) 

Not in evacuation 
centres (person) 

Total Total 
population 

Destroyed Partially 
damaged 

Region I 9 180 1,758 2,275 4.7 million   

Region III 57 4,534 48,234 52,768 10.1 million 3 6 

Region IV-A 
(Calabarzon) 

59 21,211 28,390 49,601 12.6 million 14 7 

Region IV-B 
(Mimaropa) 

1 650  650 2.7 million   

Metro Manila 67 13,910 11,885 25,795 11.9 million   

CAR 5 352 190 542 1.6 million  2 

Total 198 40,837 90,457 131,631 43.7 million 17 15 

Source: NDRRMC Sitrep No.5 on Effects of Southwest Monsoon, 20 August 2013, 6 p.m.; National Statistics Office, 2010 Census of Population and Housing 
 

State of calamity 
declared in all or part 
of Ilocos Sur, Bataan, 
Pampanga, Cavite, 

Laguna, Metro Manila 
(Parañaque, Pateros) 
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Background on the crisis 
The Southwest Monsoon (locally known as Habagat) exacerbated by Tropical Storm Trami (Maring) brought torrential rains, triggering 
flooding and landslides in Metro Manila and 11 provinces in the main island of Luzon on 18 and 19 August. Tropical Storm Trami hovered 
to the northeast of the Philippines, moving slowly eastwards at 7 kilometres per hour. On 18 August, the Government raised the highest 
‘level red’ rainfall warning signal, which has since fluctuated between the three levels of alert. The red alert signals more than 30 millimetres 
of rain per hour, which is expected to continue for another two hours, and the public is advised to evacuate. Waist-deep flooding was widely 
reported in the hardest hit areas in Rizal, Laguna and Cavite provinces in the Calabarzon region. In August 2012, seasonal monsoon rains 
caused severe flooding and landslides that killed more than 100 people in two weeks. Tropical Storm Trami is the 13th of the 20 tropical 
cyclones expected to hit the Philippines this year. 

worth of relief to augment local response as needed, including: standby funds ($359,000), 60,200 family food packs 
($344,000 worth) and other relief items ($2.1 million).  

The Office of Civil Defense has deployed rescue teams and vacuum trucks in Metro Manila where serious flooding 
persists.  

DOH activated the emergency command centre, deployed rapid health assessment team to Marikina and Pateros 
in Metro Manila, and augmented medicines and supplies in several city health offices. This includes doxcycline to 
treat leptospirosis, a bacterial infection endemic in most parts of the Philippines and commonly spread through 
exposure to contaminated flood waters.  

Meanwhile, DSWD has requested targeted assistance from the members of the Philippine Humanitarian Country 
Team to complement its relief efforts.  

The World Food Programme (WFP) will provide 50 tons of High Energy Biscuits (HEB) - food assistance for 
125,000 people (25,000 families) for two days – upon the request of DSWD. While the government has announced 
that they have enough food supply for relief, HEBs provide an immediate solution to food needs as they do not 
require cooking. Today, WFP is delivering 30 tons to DSWD’s warehouse at the National Resource Operation 
Centre (NROC) to be included in the family food packs. In addition, WFP will provide logistics support in 
transporting relief items to and from NROC warehouse, and support the government with the HEB distribution plan 
and monitoring.  

The International Organization for Migration (IOM) will deploy trained camp managers from existing capacity to 
augment DSWD’s capacity to coordinate and manage evacuation centres in Metro Manila, Region III and 
Calabarzon. The surge capacity will help roll out the Displacement Tracking Matrix that helps identify needs and 
gaps of evacuees in all evacuation centres, activate provincial and municipal Camp Coordination and Camp 
Management (CCCM) Clusters, train community-based camp managers on the basics of CCCM, and facilitate the 
delivery of relief in the hard-to-reach evacuation centres. IOM has helped DSWD train 60 of its regional staff on 
CCCM this year.  

The above assistance will be met with agencies’ in-country capacity, which needs urgent donor support for 
replenishment and financing to enable continued support to the government’s relief efforts. WFP’s pre-positioned 
food stock comprises 64 tons of HEBs and about 1,000 tons of rice. The aim is to replenish and boost its 
contingency HEB stock up to 200 tons. IOM needs financial support to field additional technical experts to 
evacuation centres.  

People are using Twitter to communicate where flooding is most severe and frequently tweeting call centre 
emergency numbers for rescue services with hundreds of tweets per minute. The official Government tweets are 
used to announce early warning signals, public health advisories and school closures. Secretary Corazon Soliman 
of DSWD has appealed for volunteers for the NROC. 

 

For further information, please contact:  

David Carden, Head of Office, carden@un.org, Tel: +63 (0) 2 901 0265, Cell +63 (0) 917 513 9924 

Agnes Palacio, National Disaster Response Advisor, palacio@un.org, Tel: +63 (0) 2 845 4997, Cell +63 (0) 917 552 8413 

 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org www.reliefweb.int http://philippines.humanitarianresponse.info/.  

To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: addawe@un.org 
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