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+ For more information, see “background on the crisis” at the end of the report 

Nepal: Earthquake 2015 
Situation Report No. 17 (as of 21 May 2015) 

 
 
This report is produced by the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs in collaboration with the Office of the Resident and 
Humanitarian Coordinator and humanitarian partners. It covers the period from 18 to 21 May 2015. The next report will be issued on or around 
25 May. 

Highlights 

 On 21 May, the Humanitarian Coordinator briefed Member 
States in Geneva on the humanitarian situation and 
ongoing relief efforts.  

 An antenna humanitarian hub was established in Charikot 
(Dolakha District) to support local authorities.  

 Foreign military forces announced plans to transition from 
relief operations towards technical assistance to support 
rehabilitation. 

 An estimated 870,000 children will be unable to resume 
school on 31 May due to destroyed classrooms. 
 

 
 
 

40,000 
households 
supported with 
agricultural input 
packages 

456 
health facilities 
destroyed 

7,500 
dignity kits 
distributed in 14 
districts 

       Source: Cluster reports (Food Security, Health, Protection) 
 

Situation Overview 
Humanitarian partners initiated contingency planning at the district level, to prepare for the monsoon season which 
begins in about two weeks. Pre-positioning of supplies is critical to ensure that the relief continues to reach remote, 
rural Village Development Committes (VDCs). 

As of 21 May (9:30, UTC+5:45), a total of 494,717 houses were reported destroyed and 267,373 houses damaged, 
according to the Ministry of Home Affairs. The confirmed death toll increased slightly compared with the last 
reporting period to 8,631 people (4,750 female; 3,867 male; 14 bodies remain unidentified). This includes 154 
people killed in the 12 May earthquake. 

On 19 May, the Area Humanitarian Coordinator in Gorkha visited rural communities in Dhading District to gain a 
first-hand account of the ongoing relief efforts. Local authorities expressed the need for education services to 
resume in order for children to gain a sense of normalcy. 

The Education Cluster reports an estimated 870,000 children aged 3 to 18 years of age will be unable to return to 
their classrooms when classes resume on 31 May. Thousands more will need support to access education 
services. 

The earthquakes destroyed over 25,000 classrooms. Another 10,000 classrooms will require some form of repair. 
In addition to the impact on facilities and buildings, children and their teachers require psychosocial support and the 
protective environment that emergency education provides. 

In support of the Government, the Education Cluster is assisting with structural assessments of 7,800 schools, 
construction of 4,500 temporary learning centres, and training of 16,000 teachers to provide a platform for life-
saving services such as health, child protection and WASH. 

Demolition of damaged buildings and debris management is a significant challenge particularly in Charikot 
(Dolakha District) and northern-most VDCs in other districts. Heavy equipment cannot be transported to some of 
the affected areas due to damaged roads.  
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Lack of awareness of safety standards poses a risk for local communities clearing debris and rebuilding their 
homes. In Irkhu VDC (Sindhupalchowk), a pilot debris management through cash-for-work is being implemented by 
the Early Recovery Cluster. It is expected that the programme will be expanded in the surrounding VDCs. 

Authorities and humanitarian partners report that 60 to 70 per cent of people with damaged houses in Chautara are 
already building makeshift shelters in which they might need to remain for up to two years. 

On 21 May, the Humanitarian Coordinator (HC) briefed Member States assembled in Geneva on the humanitarian 
situation and the ongoing response to the Nepal earthquake. As part of his message, the HC pleaded with Member 
States for the right and sufficient support which will enable humanitarian actors to reach people in need, even those 
in the most hard-to-reach areas. 

Funding 
As of 21 May (12:00, UTC+5:45), a total of $89.1 million, including $15 million from the UN Central Emergency 
Response Fund, was received against the $423 million Flash Appeal launched by the Humanitarian Country Team. 

An additional $333.9 million is urgently required to provide life-saving assistance to millions of people affected by 
the earthquake. 

Nepal Earthquake Revised Flash Appeal               Funding by cluster (in million US$) 

US$423 million requested 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of 
cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@un.org 

Humanitarian Response 

 Camp Coordination and Camp Management 

Needs: 

 According to the Displacement Tracking Matrix, there are 258 displacement sites 
across 141 VDCs in 14 districts. 

 Geological land suitability assessments are required to identify temporary 
displacement sites where villages have been completely destroyed and people need 
to be relocated. 

Response: 

 In the event of a heavy monsoon, the cluster will support the identification of basic improvement of potential 
temporary settlement locations. This process has begun in Kathmandu Valley, Gorkha and Sindhupalchowk 
districts. 

 In Sindhupalchowk, out of 48 location, 10 have been identified as possible open spaces (located in Bansbari, 
Chautara, Irkhu, Jalbire, Jethal, Phulpingkot, Pipaldanda, Sangachok, Shikarpur and Thulo Pakhar VDCs). 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Land suitability assessments for temporary displacement sites are yet to start in Dolakha, Kavre, Okhaldhunga, 
Sindhuli and Ramechhap districts. 

 
 
 
 

258 
displacement sites in 

14 districts 

Funded 

21% 

Unmet 

79% 

http://fts.unocha.org/
mailto:fts@un.org
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 Early Recovery 

Needs: 

 Debris management remains a pressing need in Charikot (Dolakha), Gorkha and Sindhupalchowk districts. 

 The Chautara (Sindhupalchowk) market is priority for debris clearance and demolition. 

 In Gorkha, authorities requested the immediate removal of rubble and debris of residential buildings in Warpak 
and Laprak VDCs. 

Response: 

 Ongoing debris management for the Chautara District Agriculture Development Office and District Development 
Committee to facilitate restoration of public services. An urban demolition expert is assessing the town centre. 

 In Irkhu VDC (Sindhupalchowk), a pilot phase of debris management through cash-for-work (CFW) is ongoing. 
CFW is expected to expand to the surrounding VDCs in the district. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 The safe demolition of the houses in the market of Chautara remains the main challenge as it requires experts, 
detailed assessment, government and local people’s consent, explosives and heavy equipment which cannot be 
transported due to damaged roads. 

 People have started clearing debris from their homes in some VDCs without knowledge of safe debris removal 
procedures. 

 

 Education 

Needs: 

 About 28,570 classrooms were destroyed and 12,440 damaged in 31 districts. 
Education needs continue to increase as additional data from the districts becomes 
available. 

Response: 

 To date, 109 child friendly spaces were established, in collaboration with the Protection Cluster, across nine 
districts (Bhaktapur, Dhading, Gorkha, Kathmandu, Kavre, Lalitpur, Nuwakot, Sindhuli and Sindhupalchok) 
providing psychosocial services and safe learning environment to some 109,000 children. 

 43 teams have started structural assessments of school buildings in Dhading, Kathmandu, Kavre, Lalitpur, and 
Nuwakot. A total of 260 schools in the Kathmandu Valley were assessed.  

 In Kathmandu and Lalitpur, 17 trainings in psycho-social orientation for 1,142 teachers were conducted to 
enable them to better take care of themselves and support children when they return to school. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Communities have expressed the need for additional safe spaces for children, including psychosocial support to 
help them cope with their experiences. 

 

Emergency Telecommunications 

Response: 

 Over 725 humanitarian responders from more than 130 different response organisations are now using internet 
services provided by the Cluster to support operations.  

 The Cluster is providing shared internet services for the response community at 10 sites, including 
Humanitarian, Logistics Cluster and NGO hubs, across Kathmandu, Deurali, Gorkha, Chautara, Bharatpur, 
Bidur, and Aarughat. 

 

 

 

109 
child friendly spaces 
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 Food Security 

Needs: 

 Approximately 286,000 households in six districts (Dhading, Dolakha, Gorkha, 
Nuwakot, Rasuwa and Sindhupalchowk) need immediate livelihood support for 
agricultural inputs.  

Response: 

 The Cluster is extending support to approximately 40,000 households with reduced 
input packages (limited to rice seeds, vegetable seeds and animal feed concentrate). 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 There is inadequate funding to procure agricultural inputs. 

 Local seed stocks are becoming stretched, in particular for locally adapted rice seed and local packaging of 
vegetable seeds is taking longer than planned. 

 

 Health 

Needs: 

 As of 21 May, the Ministry of Health and Population reports 456 health facilities are destroyed and 690 are 
damaged. Most of the damaged facilities are primary health care centres, village health posts and birthing 
centers. 

 There is a need to manage post trauma injuries, restore disrupted primary health care services and rehabilitate 
support for patients who are discharged from hospital. 

Response: 

 As of 19 May, 16,808 injured people, including 3,215 injured by the 12 May earthquake, have received 
treatment (1,962 of the injured have undergone major surgeries). 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 There is an ongoing need of tents for curative and maternity services for health facilities in all affected districts. 

 

Logistics 

Response: 

 As of 19 May, the Cluster has handled 2,300 metric tons (MT) of relief cargo for humanitarian organizations in 
Kathmandu.  

 The first Mobile Storage Unit (MSU) has been set up at the satellite hub in Bidur (Nuwakot).  

 The Cluster loaned eight MSUs to other humanitarian organizations and assembled an additional two at the 
Nepal Orthopedic Hospital and a military hospital to serve as temporary wards. 

  A total of 239 UNHAS missions have taken place to 42 destinations, with 333 passengers and 98 MT of cargo. 

 To assist air operations, the mapping of grid points, landing zones and capacity is underway. An initial map has 
been published. 

Constraints: 

 The window of opportunity to deliver life-saving food, shelter and medical supplies is closing rapidly for people 
living in the mountains with no road access. Once the monsoon rains begin, access will be seriously 
constrained. 

 

 

 

 

286,000 
households in 6 

districts in need of 
livelihood support for 

agricultural inputs  

http://logcluster.org/sites/default/files/maps/npl_op_poppatternssindhupalchok_a3l_20150519.pdf
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 Nutrition 

Needs: 

 362,000 children (6-59 months old) and 185,000 women require micronutrients supplementation, deworming 
and infant and young child feeding counseling. 

Response: 

 About 700 group counseling sessions on optimal child feeding were held reaching over 5,200 mothers in 14 
districts.  

 Ready to use therapeutic foods and equipment for the treatment of over 3,000 children with severe acute 
malnutrition distributed in 14 districts.  

 An additional 18 Outpatient Therapeutic Programme (OTP) centres were established bringing the total to 28 
OTP centres. 

 To date, over 350,000 families with children under age-2 in 22 affected districts received life-saving information 
on the benefits of breastfeeding and the risks of artificial feeding, four times a day through Radio Nepal and 111 
community and private radio stations. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Extensive damage to health facilities and the households/lives of female community health volunteers is 
hampering the roll out OTPs and scale up of nutrition counseling services. 

 

Protection 

Needs: 

 Comprehensive protection monitoring in the affected areas is needed. 

 A public information strategy to address reported protection issues is required.  

 There is a lack of female-friendly public toilets in Lalitpur causing most women to avoid consuming food and 
water so as to avoid the use of public facilities. 

 There is an increased need for psychosocial support for affected people since the 12 May earthquake. 

 It is vital to address reported cases of inequitable access to assistance in the remote areas and loss of official 
documentation 

Response: 

 A radio program that also includes content on psychosocial support reached an estimated 2.95 million affected 
people.  

 Radio messages regarding stress management and family reunification reached around 70 per cent of the 
affected people. 

 Psychological first aid and counseling was provided to 2,000 affected people. 

 7,500 dignity kits to address hygiene needs of women and girls was distributed in 14 districts. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 The lack of access to remote affected areas hinders protection monitoring.   

 Reported delays in delivery of relief items causes increased tension among affected people, at times resulting in 
protests, road blocks, and altercations. 

 

Shelter 

Needs: 

 According to the Government’s latest figures, there are 494,717 homes destroyed 
and 267,373 damaged homes.  

 The Shelter Cluster will support 350,000 households with emergency shelter (tarps 
and tents). 

Response: 

 During the reporting period, 14,598 tarps, 864 tents and 13,552 household kits were distributed. To date, a total 
of 192,094 tarps, 9,157 tents, 34,158 household kits were distributed by 63 Shelter Cluster partners. 

 The Government of Nepal has distributed 230,569 tarps. 

230,500+ 
tarps distributed by the 

Government 
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Gaps & Constraints: 

 The Shelter Cluster recommends that two tarpaulins are provided to each household to ensure suitable 
coverage. The current distribution equates to 27 per cent of the cluster target.  

 A further confirmed 411,777 tarps are in the pipeline which equates to 205,888 households. A combined total of 
301,935 households will receive tarps (86 per cent of the target). 

 The Government has a further 392,140 tarps in the pipeline. 

 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

Needs: 

 The cluster partners though their pipeline interventions are targeting 683,198 people to receive emergency 
water interventions, 59,250 people to receive sustained water interventions, 95,983 people to be provided with 
sanitation facilities and 526,398 people to be supplied with hygiene interventions including hygiene kits out of an 
estimated 4.2 million people in need of WASH services. 

 Preliminary results from assessments in Sindhupalchowk reveal that between 80 to 90 per cent of the 
population are in need of WASH assistance. 

Response: 

 Within the reporting period, emergency water interventions have benefited 8,107 people, sustained water 
supplies and sanitation interventions have benefitted 123 people and hygiene interventions have benefited 
137,540 people. These figures are due to change as the cluster continues a partner verification and intervention 
process. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Capturing data on the self-recovery of households and communities as they share and/or repair their toilets is 
challenging. Though the data will be available, many efforts will remain unreported as the system is not set up to 
capture anything other than supply. 

 Though the water supply in the major IDP locations and Kathmandu valley has returned to pre earthquake 
levels, the latrine and hand washing provision, solid waste management and drainage remain under standard. 
As the status and potential duration of such locations has not been defined it is hard to identify the type and 
durability of assistance they require. 

General Coordination 
On 18 May, the HC initiated the revision of the Nepal Earthquake Flash Appeal. National cluster coordinators are 
currently reviewing and recalibrating their response plans. 

On 21 May, the HC, together with the Joint Secretary and Chief of the Disaster Management Division of Nepal and 
the Permanent Representative of the Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal to the United Nations Office at 
Geneva, briefed Member States assembled in Geneva on the humanitarian situation and the ongoing response to 
the Nepal earthquake. As part of his message, the HC pleaded with Member States for the right and sufficient 
support which will enable humanitarian actors to reach people in need, even those in the most hard-to-reach areas. 
The HC stressed the criticality of ongoing relief efforts, for the early recovery and reconstruction interventions to be 
successful. 

On 20 May, international military forces coordinating with the Multinational Military Coordination Center (MNMCC) 
announced plans to transition from relief operations towards technical assistance to support rehabilitation. It is 
expected that the MNMCC will begin to phase down in the coming weeks. 

Community engagement coordinators have been deployed to Gorkha and Chautara humanitarian hubs to support 
integration of communication with affected communities within the clusters. Common messaging and feedback 
processes are being developed in partnership with civil society, the local media and private sector.  

The last weekly general coordination meeting in Chautara was held on 19 May. 

On 20 May, the first cash programming coordination meeting was held in Gorkha. Partners reiterated the need to 
ensure an inclusive list of beneficiaries for cash programming. 

The first Gorkha Area Humanitarian Team meeting will be held on 22 May at 5:00 p.m. and will be chaired by the 
Area Humanitarian Coordinator. 
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Background on the crisis 
On 25 April (11:56, UTC+5:45), a 7.8 magnitude earthquake struck Nepal  with the epicentre located 81 km northwest of the capital city of 
Kathmandu. The earthquake severely impacted 14 out of the 75 districts in the country, left over 8,000 people dead and destroyed over 
480,000 houses. With the severe humanitarian impact of the disaster, the Government of Nepal requested for international humanitarian 
support on 26 April. On 29 April, the Humanitarian Country Team launched a Flash Appeal to provide life-saving assistance and protection 
for millions of people affected by the earthquake. On 4 May, the appeal was revised seeking $423 million to support the relief operations. 
To enable humanitarian partners to scale up the response, the Emergency Relief Coordinator approved a $15 million grant from the Central 
Emergency Response Fund. The Resident Coordinator was also designated as the Humanitarian Coordinator for Nepal. On 12 May, 
another earthquake measuring 7.3 in magnitude struck in Dolakha District. The earthquake caused additional buildings to collapse. Some 
150 people were killed and many others injured as a result. Aftershocks continue to be felt across the country further increasing the trauma 
amongst those affected. Access to remote areas remains difficult due to mountainous terrain and unseasonal rains. 
 

The antenna humanitarian hub in Charikot (Dolakha) is now operational. The hub is located in the Chief 
Development Office (CDO) compound. Eight government-led clusters have been activated. Humanitarian partners 
operating in the district are requested to liaise with the CDO and the Charikot hub. 
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For further information, please contact: 

Barbara Shenstone, Head of Office, OCHA Nepal, shenstone@un.org  

Massimo Diana, Head of the Office of the Resident Coordinator in Nepal, massimo.diana@one.un.org  

Leszek  Barczak, Public Information Officer, OCHA Nepal, barczakl@un.org, +977 986 0889 062 

 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org www.reliefweb.int http://www.humanitarianresponse.info/operations/nepal 

http://www.unocha.org/nepal http://www.un.org.np/ 

To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: eqsitrep@un.org.np 
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