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This report is produced by OCHA ROLAC in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the first period from 06 to 20 September, 2017. 
The next report will be issued on or around 25 September 2017. 

Highlights 
• Hurricane Maria pummeled Dominica on 19 

September, with early reports citing widespread 
damage and destruction. 

• Reconnaissance teams have conducted flyovers and 
more assessment teams are expected to arrive on 21 
September. 

• Many organizations have suspended Hurricane Irma 
response activities across islands in or around 
Maria’s path. 

• With Maria on the horizon, evacuations are underway 
in the Dominican Republic. 
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90%-95% 

of roofs in Dominica that were 
damaged or destroyed by Hurricane 
Maria, according to estimates from 

aerial reconnaissance missions. 

Situation Overview 
As Maria, a category 3 hurricane on 18 September transformed into a category 5 storm within a matter of hours, 
most of the islands on its path in the Caribbean braced for the brutal onslaught. As the warning was sounded, the 
humanitarian community had to put their relief efforts in response to Irma on hold in territories such as the British 
Virgin Islands, Turks and Caicos and countries like Antigua and Barbuda expected to be in Maria’s path to support 
evacuation efforts and other contingency measures. 
Dominica, one of the poorest countries in the Caribbean, faced the full-force of the hurricane which claimed the 
lives of seven people on the island. The hurricane tore through the entire island, ripping rooftops, power lines and 
water pipelines directly or indirectly affecting the entire 70,000 odd population of the country, according to reports 
received by the Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency (CDEMA). Based on financial estimates of 
the impact of previous tropical storms such as Erika which made landfall on Dominica in 2015, Ronald Jackson, 
Executive Director of CDEMA said damage to the country could run into “billions of dollars.”  
The agency has suggested that the entire population might have to be evacuated. Of particular concern, are 
communities in remote parts of the island, such as the indigenous Kalinago, who live in the eastern part of the 
island. However, the island has been cut-off from the rest of the world. Communication through phones - landlines 

The aftermath of Hurricane Maria in Dominica / Source: ABS Television/Radio 
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and mobile - is down. Information has been seeping through radios. A CDEMA team conducted an assessment by 
air on 19 September and provided some satellite communication equipment to the country via a helicopter (footage 
of the damaged areas is available at  https://www.facebook.com/cdemacu1/videos/1968372453438068/ ). One of 
the major hospitals in the country has been damaged compromising patients and CDEMA said it was trying to 
coordinate urgent repairs. 
One of the two major airports in the island, near the capital, Roseau is flooded, while the road network to the other 
has been damaged. CDEMA and the humanitarian community have been forced to send relief supplies and aid 
personnel by sea. According to aid sources, the port in Roseau has been cleared to receive relief supplies. A UN 
Disaster Assessment Coordination (UNDAC) team member is on his way to Dominica and is expected to arrive on 
21 September. Neighbouring countries such as Saint Lucia have sent relief supplies expected to get to the island 
by 21 September. 
Most of Dominica’s people live along the coastlines, making them extremely vulnerable to storm surges, flooding 
and wind damage. Some people also live in homes constructed on hill slopes in in the interior exposing them to the 
threat of landslides. 
Guadeloupe, which faced some of Maria’s impact, with several of its road networks affected by fallen trees is 
making efforts to limp back to normalcy. Many thousands of people remain without power.   
As Maria makes its way through the Caribbean, the aid community in Dominican Republic and Turks and Caicos 
have already taken preemptive measures. National authorities in the Dominican Republic have been carrying out 
evacuations in the 13 provinces expected to be affected by Hurricane Maria. 
The Dominican Republic National Emergency Operation Centre (NEOC), has placed eight provinces on red alert 
and another five provinces on yellow alert ahead of Hurricane Maria’s forecasted arrival as a major storm late on 
20 September or early 21 September.  The NEOC has suspended school activities in provinces under red alert and 
is coordinating with provincial authorities to provide adequate food supplies to shelters. 
In Haiti, civil protection and disaster management authorities have placed the northern region on alert.  Although 
Maria is not expected to pass directly over Haiti, there are concerns over the threat of flooding, landslides and 
storm surges in areas that were affected by Irma. The Department of Civil Protection (DPC) and the Secretariat for 
Risk and Disaster Management (SPGRD) are asking people in the northern regions to stay tuned to weather 
reports and follow security instructions if needed. 
CDEMA has asked personnel in the Virgin Islands and Turks and Caicos responding to Irma’s impact to remain 
and has deployed personnel from Jamaica and Belize. The first wave of response will be coordinated by CDEMA. 

 

Funding 
Several initiatives to fund humanitarian operations in the Caribbean have been launched recently.  
 
This week an allocation of US$10 million from the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) was made to enable 
humanitarians to help tens of thousands of people in need of assistance following the devastating category 5 
storm, Hurricane Irma. 
 
The funds will help the United Nations and other organizations to support the national and regional response 
immediately to provide food, critical health care, clean water and other urgently needed aid to the people most 
affected by Irma, in particular women and girls. 
 
A Plan for Action $55.8 million for the people of Cuba was launched this week as well to support the immediate 
needs of more than 2.1 million. The affected people’s most urgent needs are in five priority sectors: shelter and 
early recovery; food security, water, sanitation and hygiene; health; and education. The largest number of people 
require support with health services (2,151,080) as around 70 per cent of hospital and polyclinics in the affected 
areas have been damaged. 
On 14 September, OCHA launched the Regional Response Plan to support people most affected by Irma in the 
Caribbean. The three-month plan required $15.1 million to address the most urgent needs of 265,000 most affected 
people until December 2017, and $11.9 million for complex logistics and communications assistance. 

https://www.facebook.com/cdemacu1/videos/1968372453438068/
http://www.unocha.org/sites/unocha/files/Hurricane_Irma_Regional_Response_Plan.pdf
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For additional guidance on the RRP, contact Amaia Lopez at OCHA ROLAC (lopez20@un.org) 
Donations via the OCHA website have been activated by the Resource and Communications Section (RMCS) of the 
CERF at http://www.unocha.org/hurricane-irma 
 
The Regional Response Plan can be found at: 
http://www.unocha.org/sites/unocha/files/Hurricane_Irma_Regional_Response_Plan.pdf 
 
All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of 
cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@un.org 

Humanitarian Response 
CDEMA is leading the response to Maria’s impact on Dominica. It has sent a shipment of 250 family packages 
comprising water and non-perishable food items with the support of the Barbados Coast Guard to Dominica on 20 
September. 
Given the limited access to Dominica, it is still too early to provide any significant additional information on 
Dominica until the CDEMA / OCHA assessment scheduled for 21 September takes place. Many organizations are 
planning to deploy personnel to Dominica as soon as access is restored. 
In many instances, humanitarian response activities have had to be put on hold or suspended as Hurricane Maria 
passes through the Caribbean. 
In the Dominican Republic, coordination is taking place between the UN Emergency Technical Team (UNETE), 
Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) and the NEOC ahead of Hurricane Maria’s arrival. The Multi Cluster/ Sector 
Initial Rapid Assessment (MIRA) survey questionnaires are already being adapted for eventual field missions after 
the passage of Hurricane Maria. MIRA is a joint assessment tool which provides a process for collecting and 
analyzing information, particularly useful during a sudden onset emergency. 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:lopez20@un.org
http://www.unocha.org/hurricane-irma
http://www.unocha.org/sites/unocha/files/Hurricane_Irma_Regional_Response_Plan.pdf
mailto:fts@un.org


Country Emergency Situation Report No. 8 | 4 
 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
Coordination Saves Lives | www.unocha.org 

 Camp Coordination and Camp Management 
Needs: 
• Sint Maarten: Post Hurricane-Maria, main needs identified have been assistance for self-repair and individual 

shelter. For CCCM, there is a need to consolidate evacuation centers into a smaller number and the referral of 
protection cases. 

Response: 
• Antigua and Barbuda: As Hurricane Maria posed an imminent threat to the islands, most response activities 

were put on hold. Site visits will resume later this week along with government partners. The Department of 
Environment (DoE) is planning to implement clean-up activities across the island of Barbuda. IOM will support 
these activities as required through the provision of technical expertise. 

• Sint Maarten: IOM staff provided bi-hourly updates on developments in evacuation centres as Hurricane Maria 
passed. Fifteen centres are available, each with a capacity for 2,440 people. A CCCM expert is in St. Maarten 
and provided coordination and updates on developments to partners on the ground during the passage of 
Hurricane Maria.  As the storm effects diminish in Sint Maarten, people are returning home. Pre-positioned 
tarpaulins are being handed out to returning families along with food rations and bottled water as most have got 
damaged roofs in their homes. A response plan is being discussed with the Dutch and local authorities.  This 
plan is projected to be a phased approach with one-month, three-month, and one year phases and outcomes. 

• Dominican Republic: Coordination is underway for the management of the collective centres. Centres will be 
managed by Red Cross personnel and civil defense with technical guidance from IOM. Mandatory preventive 
evacuation began on 20 September. 

• Barbados: IOM will deploy staff to assist on displacement reporting, to arrive on 21 September. 
 
Contact person at OIM in Panama: Luz Tantaruna (ltantaruna@iom.int) 
 

 Early Recovery 
Needs: 

• Antigua and Barbuda: Health and security are main issues in Barbuda, as are debris and waste management 
and assistance to displaced families. Shelter, sanitation, health and basic services are needed for workers to 
stay in the island until some buildings can be repaired. 
 

Response: 
• UNDP has eight crisis response experts deployed in Antigua, Sint Maarten, Turks and Caicos and soon in the 

British Virgin Island, at the request of their respective Governments. Several others are on standby for 
deployment. 

• UN Women is coordinating with UNDP in Barbados and Antigua to develop a skills training programme that will 
supplement cash for work initiatives undertaken under the regional response.  

• Cuba: Three UNDP experts are in Cuba.  
• Antigua and Barbuda: A debris and waste management mission was conducted on 20 September by national 

authorities and experts from PAHO and UNDP. The team confirmed that all Government buildings have been 
destroyed or severely damaged. An action plan for debris and waste management is being prepared by national 
authorities with technical support from UNDP. Debris and waste management operations is now planned to start 
on 21 September, after the delay caused by Hurricane Maria. Cash-for-work schemes together with tools and 
heavy machinery will be used. Efforts to initiate repairs to houses will be planned soon as part of the recovery 
plan that may include other areas such as social and economic recovery, disaster risk reduction and restoration 
of core government functions. PAHO and UNDP are working together to provide technical assistance to national 
authorities.  
 

Contact person at UNDP in New York: Ugo Blanco (ugo.blanco@undp.org ) 

  

mailto:ltantaruna@iom.int
mailto:ugo.blanco@undp.org
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 Education 
Needs: 

• UNICEF reports that thousands of children are having their education disrupted, as schools across Cuba, 
Turks and Caicos Islands, British Virgin Islands, Anguilla and Barbuda are damaged. This also raises child 
protection concerns. The damage to school infrastructure greatly jeopardizes access to education for affected 
children. 

Response: 
• UNICEF has five staff members deployed to Antigua and Barbuda, Anguilla, Turks and Caicos and the British 

Virgin Islands to undertake assessments particularly focusing on child protection and education sector 
management, water and sanitation, shelter management, communication for development needs and planning 
for psychosocial support of children start-up. 

• UNICEF is planning a long-term deployment to the British Virgin Islands and Turks and Caicos after Hurricane 
Maria passes over to address education issues. 

• Antigua and Barbuda: UNICEF is providing support in identifying gaps in analyzing education needs and is 
working to integrate children evacuated from Barbuda into Antigua’s education system. 

• Cuba:  UNICEF has reviewed the first draft of the CERF for Cuba and updated the references for education 
supplies. UNICEF plans to work with UNESCO and WHO on Return to Happiness programmes. UNICEF is 
targeting 226,000 children for assistance in its response plan by providing materials, education kits, early care 
kits and recreation kits, as well as roofing and WASH support for schools. UNICEF’s response will also provide 
psychosocial support. The Plan of Action seeks to address the immediate establishment of temporary safe and 
protective learning spaces and provision of essential instructional and recreational materials that enable the 
safe return to school.  Priorities include the reconstruction of roofs, windows and water and sanitation supplies 
in educational spaces in affected municipalities, as well as the socio-emotional support to enable emotional 
recovery. 

 
Contact person at UNICEF in Panama: Douglas Reimer (dreimer@unicef.org) 

 Food Security 
Needs: 

• WFP food assistance is complementing the immediate response provided by governments, United Nations 
agencies and non-governmental organizations with the objective to save hurricane-affected vulnerable people’s 
lives and protect their livelihoods in the emergency. Food assistance is already being provided to the most 
vulnerable groups as per discussions with partners and local authorities in the Eastern Caribbean, Haiti and 
Cuba. 

• FAO is in contact with the Ministries of Agriculture of affected countries in order to determine needs for the 
rehabilitation of the agricultural livelihoods, as well as for the ecosystem and environmental services.  

• Antigua and Barbuda: A FAO expert will support the PDNA in Barbuda, either physically or through remote 
assistance to the process and the government. 

• Cuba: WFP’s Executive Director, David Beasley visited Cuba on 15-16 September, where he met with the 
Government of Cuba to express WFP’s support. WFP in coordination with the government will launch a US$ 5.7 
million emergency operation to provide food assistance to more than 660,000 people. To complement the 
government’s response, the first phase of WFP’s emergency operation will begin immediately with the 
distribution of a monthly ration of rice, beans and oil to 664,000 people living in the hardest-hit areas. A FAO 
expert has been deployed to assist with resource mobilization as part of the Food Security and Nutrition 
component of the Cuba Action Plan, and as part of a comprehensive FAO response aimed at restoring 
agricultural production. 

• Dominica: WFP has deployed two additional food security staff.  A FAO expert will participate in a Damage 
Assessment Needs Analysis (DANA) led by CDEMA. 

• Haiti: Several needs assessments were conducted and consolidated - results are expected shortly.  Based on 
the results, WFP may set up recovery activities in the most affected areas in the coming weeks. Potential 
partnerships with other UN agencies will also be explored to maximize the impact of such interventions. 

• Sint Maarten: WFP operations have been suspended until Hurricane Maria passes.  
 
Contact person at FAO in Panama: Marco Minelli (Marco.Minelli@fao.org) and at WFP in Panama: Regis 

Chapman (Regis Chapman@wfp.org) 

mailto:dreimer@unicef.org
mailto:Marco.Minelli@fao.org
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 Health 
Needs: 
• Healthcare professionals are being deployed from different islands to support the needed surge in human 

resources. Strengthening capacity in addressing mental health in impacted population, especially those in 
shelters is important. Repairing damaged health facilities in impacted islands is crucial in managing emergency 
patients, quick diagnosis and treatment of diseases, and reestablish treatment of non-communicable diseases. 

• Antigua and Barbuda: With massive destruction and stagnant water, health in Barbuda is a crucial issue due 
to a massive infestation of mosquitos that carry diseases such as Zika, dengue and Chikungunya. Large 
number of dead animals increases the proliferation of insects. Vector control activities initiated on 16 
September. PAHO is providing support. Water sources may be contaminated by waste. Situation may worsen 
with Hurricane Maria. 

• British Virgin Islands: Hurricane Maria barely passed over, but the rainfall was enough to have to affect the 
geriatric homes that had been damaged by Irma. 

• Dominica: PAHO reports that there are concerns about the state of one of the hospitals, as it has suffered 
heavy damage and the dialysis machine has been destroyed.  Power is down throughout the island, affecting 
the hospital’s operational capacity. 

• Guadeloupe: Hurricane Maria left one of the hospitals in Guadeloupe considerably damaged, according to 
PAHO. There have been discussions to move critical patients to other islands. 

• St Kitts and Nevis: After some rainfall from Hurricane Maria, PAHO reports that hospitals are considered to be 
structurally sound.  There are reports of flooding in some health centers, as well as damages to roofs. 

Response: 
• As needed medical and humanitarian supplies are identified by countries and shared with PAHO, medical and 

other supplies have been prepositioned in Panama and Barbados for rapid distribution in preparation for 
Hurricane Maria. As new information emerges from the field, new possible deployments may be considered by 
health authorities, especially after the passage of Hurricane Maria. A second round of deployments is being 
organized. 

• Antigua and Barbuda: PAHO is deploying an epidemiologist as well a WASH specialist. 
 
Contact person at PAHO/WHO in Washington: Ciro Ugarte (ugarteci@paho.org) and contact email for 
PAHO EOC: eoc@paho.org and EMT: emt@paho.org 
 

Protection 
Needs: 
• UN Women is waiting for more information on damage caused by Maria to organize for additional response. 

 
Response: 
• UN Women is already working with UNFPA to ensure the provision of dignity kits, with information included on a 

referral path way on GBV.  
• Antigua and Barbuda: UN Women’s focal point will remain in Antigua for an extended period to support 

emergency response efforts and assist the Ministry for Social Protection and Directorate on Gender Affairs. UN 
Women’s Regional Advisor on Peace and Security, currently in Antigua, will provide remote assistance from 22 
September onwards. Other protection activities include: 

o Joint protection assessments of shelters are being conducted by IOM, together with UN Women 
and UNFPA to support the gender and SGBV component. UNICEF is also part of this joint 
initiative. 

o Shelter guidelines are being developed with the Directorate for Gender Affairs with support from 
UN Women in partnership with IOM. 

o A referral pathway is being put in place with the Directorate for Gender Affairs, supported by UN 
Women in partnership with UNFPA. 

o A coordination meeting for psychosocial support was established under the coordination of IFRC 
and in partnership with UN Women, UNFPA and UNICEF. (It will meet every Wednesday 
afternoon).  

mailto:ugarteci@paho.org
mailto:emt@paho.org
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o Two separate trainings will take place the week of 25 September - 1) training for shelter 
management 2) security and GBV prevention in shelters. The training will be conducted by a 
partnership from IOM, UN Women, UNFPA. 

o UN Women will organize in partnership with UNFPA focus group with displaced Barbudan women 
and men. 

 
• Sint Maarten: UN Women is exploring surge capacity options, including the possibility of a humanitarian 

specialist. 
 
Contact person at UN Women in Panama: Alma Perez (alma.perez@unwomen.org) and at UNFPA in 
Panama: Jayne Adams (adams@unfpa.org) 
 

Shelter 
Needs: 
• UNICEF reports that there is presently no detailed time-frame for the return of the people evacuated from the 

island of Barbuda to Antigua. Most of the people are staying with family or friends, while an estimated 300 
people are staying in shelters.  

• Antigua and Barbuda: IOM staff visited some temporary shelters and conducted a needs assessment in 
Barbuda to identify possible locations to erect shelters.  UN Women is working in close partnership with the 
Ministry of Social Transformation to conduct training for shelter managers with IOM, distribute additional dignity 
kits at the shelters in partnership with UNFPA, and organize focus groups with the displaced Barbudan women 
and men. 

• Sint Maarten: About 90 per cent of all the houses on St. Maarten suffered some kind of damage. 
• Cuba: Initial assessments suggest that up to 90 per cent of houses are destroyed in the worst affected areas. 

Businesses, schools, public buildings and essential services have been destroyed as well. In view of the large 
scale of destruction in some affected areas, the rehabilitation of damaged houses and emergency shelter 
structures is a priority, as is the distribution of essential Non-food items. 

 
Response: 
• An IOM expert on shelter solutions is in transit to Barbados for deployment in Caribbean islands later in the 

week of 18 to 22 September. 
 

Contact person at IFRC Regional Office for the Americas in Panama: Inigo Barrena (ci.barrena@ifrc.org) 
 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
Needs: 
• XUNICEF estimates that in the affected islands in the Eastern Caribbean, 19,200 children, of which 5,500 aged 

under five, are deprived of access to safe drinking water, sanitation, hygiene and safety. 
• Anguilla:  UNICEF has identified the following supply needs in Anguilla: 10,000 water cases, 200 tarpaulins, 200 

water containers, 500 cleaning kits, 10,000 units of mosquito repellent, 5,000 hygiene kits, 
• Cuba: UNICEF has identified WASH as a priority area - water supplies are gradually beginning to be restored 

throughout the country. 
 
Response: 
• UNICEF is exploring sending a WASH specialist already deployed in Antigua to Dominica. 
• Cuba: UNICEF will be providing chlorine tablets, jerry cans, hygiene kits and hygiene messaging. Supplies of 

55,440 water purification tablets have arrived. UNICEF will also support water distribution and disinfection 
efforts. PAHO will support WASH efforts by monitoring the water quality. The Plan of Action will address the 
prevention of morbidity and mortality caused by unsafe drinking water and sanitation deficiencies, diarrheal 
diseases, water and vector borne diseases in addition to strengthening and adjusting the existing hygiene 
promotion programs in the context of the emergency 

 
Contact person at UNICEF in Panama: Douglas Reimer (dreimer@unicef.org ) 

mailto:alma.perez@unwomen.org
mailto:adams@unfpa.org
mailto:ci.barrena@ifrc.org
mailto:dreimer@unicef.org
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Emergency Telecommunications 
Needs: 

• After two category-5 hurricanes made landfall in the Caribbean, the fundamental Information and 
communication technology (ICT) infrastructure in many islands have been severely damaged. The exact extent 
of telecommunications needs is yet to be determined. 

• Severely limited communications are hampering the coordination of relief supplies in Turks and Caicos Islands. 
 

Response: 
• In Sint Maarten, an Emergency Telecommunications Cluster (ETC) assessment is ongoing with local authorities 

and Dutch military to identify the best location for installing communications equipment. 
• WFP, the global lead of the ETC, deployed its regional IT Officer to act as Information and Communications 

Technology (ICT) Coordinator.  
• ETC members, Ericsson Response, the Government of Luxembourg and WFP have two teams – one based in 

Antigua for humanitarian coordination and onwards deployment to areas identified in need in coordination with 
the governments, and the second team deployed to Saint Martin for setting up internet connectivity at the 
humanitarian hub. 

• The ETC team is planning an assessment mission to Dominica which was pummeled by Hurricane Maria. 
Additional deployments are on hold, as Hurricane Maria is still making its way through the Caribbean affecting 
the same islands hit by Irma less than two weeks ago. Once the situation stabilises, a request for 
telecommunications support is expected in British Virgin Islands, Guadeloupe, and others. 

 

Logistics 
Needs: 
• WFP urgently needs financial support for its operations and is using internal advance financing mechanisms to 

be able to implement its efforts, which will need to be repaid. 
• CDEMA and the Governments have requested WFP to provide mobile storage units to support the ongoing 

emergency response. 
 
Response: 
• WFP is transporting and providing critical non-food items, including mobile storage units, tarpaulins, prefabs, 

generators and other logistics support equipment to the region in response to Irma. WFP has already carried out 
two cargo charters to both hubs to enable the establishment of the support to all actors. 

• WFP’s United Nations Humanitarian Air Service(UNHAS) has started operating from Santo Domingo with a 
Helicopter and from Antigua with a Cessna Caravan plane. 

• WFP is also considering the service provision of sea transport among the islands. 
• WFP is exploring ways to access Dominica for assessments from all Eastern Caribbean islands. 
• For more information on Logistics Cluster response to Hurricane Irma, visit the following page: 

http://www.logcluster.org/sector/irma17  
• For more information on the distribution of relief items throughout the Caribbean, visit the Caribbean Hurricane 

Relief Tracking Matrix - https://tinyurl.com/yaso24ml  
 

Contact person at UNHRD in Panama: Francisco Garrido (francisco.garrido@wfp.org) and contact person 
for Telecommunications at WFP: Gabriela Alvarado (gabriela.alvarado@wfp.org) 
 
  

http://www.logcluster.org/sector/irma17
https://tinyurl.com/yaso24ml
mailto:francisco.garrido@wfp.org
mailto:gabriela.alvarado@wfp.org
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General Coordination 
Two needs assessment teams departed on 20 September to Dominica with an UNDAC member in each team - one 
MapAction and the UNDAC Team Leader.  Another UNDAC member in Antigua is on standby. 
OCHA continues to work in close coordination with CDEMA in the field and at its headquarters in Barbados. 
In the field, the OCHA/UNDAC continues to coordinate actions with partners to ensure effective communication 
and coordination and is participating in rapid needs assessments. At headquarters level, OCHA/UNDAC members 
are supporting the Regional Coordination Center with the visual representation of data through maps and 
infographics, coordination of meetings between actors and CDEMA staff and support for CDEMA upon request to 
ensure a regional coordinated response. OCHA/UNDAC is also supporting CDEMA to compile needs and match 
them with pledges. 
Additionally, there are two OCHA/UNDAC members in Antigua working in coordination with CDEMA, government 
sectors and partners that are based in Antigua to ensure effective and efficient coordination. 
Satellite imagery of assessed damage is available at http://www.unitar.org/unosat/maps  
OCHA has shared an assessment tool that can be shared with any responder  that looks at hurricane impact, 
displacement, response and needs: https://ee.kobotoolbox.org/x/#YICq  
Humanitarian Contact List for Hurricane Irma is available on Humanitarian ID: Deploying teams are encouraged to 
register at https://humanitarian.id   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

For further information, please contact:  
 
Wendy Cue, Head of OCHA Regional Office, cue@un.org  Tel: (+507) 317 1748 Cel: (+507) 6679-1861 
To find updated information online please visit: www.reliefweb.int  and http://www.redhum.org 
To provide inputs to this report, please send information to:  hurricaneirma@undac.org and ocha-rolac@un.org 
To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: ocha-rolac@un.org 
 

Background on the crisis 
 
Hurricane Irma became a category 5 on Tuesday 5 September as it headed toward the Caribbean islands. Irma made landfall on northeast 
Caribbean islands during the early hours of 6 September, affecting Antigua and Barbuda, Anguilla, British Virgin Islands, Sint Maarten, St. 
Martin, the Virgin Islands and other islands in the eastern Caribbean Sea. Since then, thousands of people have been evacuated from at-
risk areas and different level of impact reported from the affected areas. 
 
Hurricane Maria is the second category 5 to make landfall in the Caribbean in less than two weeks.  Dominica has already been affected, 
and more islands are bracing for damage. 
 

http://www.unitar.org/unosat/maps
https://ee.kobotoolbox.org/x/#YICq
https://humanitarian.id/
http://www.redhum.org/
mailto:hurricaneirma@undac.org
mailto:ocha-rolac@un.org

