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THE RESURGENCE OF CONFLICTS PUTS THE DIVIDENDS OF PEACE AT RISK

THE HUMANITARIAN CRISIS INTENSIFIES

Since October 2016, inter-communal tensions fueled by armed 
groups have continuously increased. In the absence of an effec-
tive judicial system and of the delivery of State services, armed 
groups have continued perpetrating violent and destabilizing 
acts, of which the civilian population is the main victim. The 
targeting of ethnic and religious minorities, including women 
and children, has resurfaced. Killings and attacks against com-
munities have been multiplying. Today, CAR is on the brink 
of sliding back into the same level of violence that led to the 
last conflict. At present, more than 1.1 million persons suffer 
forced displacement.

The crisis continues to strike communities that were already 
in critical condition. Today, the CAR is one of the few coun-
tries in the world where almost one person out of two depends 
on aid to survive and nearly one family out of four has been 
forced to flee their homes. In July 2017, the number of inter-
nally displaced people exceeded 600,000. This level had not 
been reached since August 2014, and represents an increase 
of almost 50 per cent since January 2017. The number of CAR 
refugees in Cameroon, Chad, Sudan and Democratic Repub-
lic of Congo also increased by 13 per cent this year and now 
exceeds 500,000. The succession of crises over the last 20 years 
has wiped out the resilience of the population. Similarly, the 
prospects of return for internally displaced persons and the 
refugees are fading.
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The consequences of underfunding 
on the people in need of assistance are 
already evident. In several regions where 
resilience is still too fragile, aid workers 
have had to reduce or stop their opera-
tions because of underfunding or inse-
curity. Food rations that ensure the sur-
vival of the most vulnerable families have 
had to be cut by half, leaving families 
without compensations to buy the food 
they need. The humanitarian air service, 
which is often the only way to provide 
assistance in areas rendered inacces-
sible by armed conflict and insecurity, 
has insufficient funds to cover its oper-
ations through the second half of 2017. 

Without additional support, humanitar-
ian actors will be forced to reduce the 
number of destinations or significantly 
increase the rates for this 
service. Without sufficient 
resources, tens of thou-
sands of the most vulnerable 
people will be deprived of 
assistance, and swathes of 
the country left to their fate. 
It is worth noting that 58 per 
cent of health infrastruc-
tures in CAR are currently 
managed by humanitari-
an organizations. Closing 
health facilities would affect 

thousands while decentralized State ser-
vices have not yet been deployed.

Violence continues to be a key challenge 
for the humanitarian community with 
many actors being directly targeted by 
armed groups. In 2017, a total of 215 
incidents directly affected humanitari-
an workers; 12 were killed and 241 staff 
were relocated from 24 different organi-
zations. Access to the most vulnerable 
has dramatically reduced along with in-

creased violence. Armed groups control 
major roads, establish illegal barriers 
and often ambush civilians. In this ex-
tremely volatile context, delivering aid 
has been very challenging. 

Although security has rapidly deterio-
rated since January 2017, the humanitar-
ian community has been able to swiftly 

respond to the crises. When roads were 
blocked, bridges intentionally broken by 
armed groups, humanitarian actors air-
lifted tons of goods in order to continue 
saving lives. This solution has proven to 
be efficient but too expensive at a time 
when funding is scarce.

During the first semester of 2017, 2,850 
children were released from armed 
groups. At the same time, 44,500 girls 
and boys benefited from education-
al and learning activities in displace-
ment sites and host communities. Some 

678,500 IDPs received drinking water 
and 312,500 people received emergency 
sanitation support. These activities were 
accompanied by recovery initiatives that 
have helped 50,000 displaced people 
to rebuild their livelihoods. Close to 

700,000 people (including some 400,000 
displaced) benefited from food distribu-
tions, nutritional interventions and early 
recovery activities in 2017.

CONSEQUENCES OF THE UNDERFUNDING

INSECURITY AND ACCESS

KEY ACHIEVEMENTS DESPITE CHALLENGES

In order to respond to the new human-
itarian needs, prevent their further in-
crease, and avoid that the CAR slips back 
into a severe crisis affecting the stability 
of region, the Humanitarian Country 
Team (HCT) revised its Humanitarian 
Response Plan (HRP) for 2017.  Fol-

lowing the revision, the financial re-
quirements for life-saving assistance in-
creased by 24 per cent reaching $497.3 
million. However, as of October, the 
HRP is only 30 per cent funded, which is 
severely impacting the response.

HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE

2.2 2.2

3rd 2016

2.2 2.2

4th 2016

2.1
2.3

1st 2017

2

2.4

2nd 2017

1.9

2.6

Trend
3rd 2017

People in need (in millions)

HRP based on 2016 assumption

Revision of the HRP based on the realities of 2017 and the current trend


