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HIGHLIGHTS 
 Return and resettlement 

programs continue and 

contribute significantly to the 

reduction of the number of 

displaced persons in the 

camps  

 Cholera declines, but some 

departments face inadequate 

infrastructure for the 

management of new cases. 

 Rain destroys 300 houses in 

Anse-à-Galets 

 Crop losses estimated at 

$84,239,782.84; growing 

vulnerability of poor 
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FIGURES 

Number of IDPs in 
camps 
(Source: DTM 
August, 2012) 

369, 353  

Cumulative 
cholera cases 
(Source: MSPP, 
26 Sept., 2012.) 

596, 389 
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(Source : MSPP, 
26 Sept., 2012) 

7, 533 
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FUNDING 

128 millions  
requested (en US$) 

 

41%  

funded 

 

Earthquake response 
370,000 Haitians still live in 541camps 

Although the number of people living in camps has been steadily declining, the current 
camp population still stands at 369,353 people (93,748 households) in 541 camps. This 
represents a decrease of 5 percent, compared to June when the number of displaced 
persons was 390,276 (97,913 households).  

The latest results of the International Organization for Migration’s (IOM) Displacement 
Monitoring Matrix (DTM), shows a decrease of 76 percent compared to July 2010 figures 
when the 1.5 million earthquake-affected  were housed in 1555 camps. 
 
The number of sites also declined during this period from 34,575 in June 2012 to 541 in 
August 2012, adds DTM. 
 
Approximately half of the decline was in metropolitan Port-au-Prince, which registered a 
decrease of 11,904 individuals between June and August 2012. In other areas affected 
by the earthquake, Jacmel reported the largest decline, from 2891 to 1737 individuals 
between June and August 2012. 
 
"This decline can be attributed to the 
implementation of various return and 
relocation programs conducted as part of 
the 16/6 project initiated by the 
government through its Housing and 
Public Buildings Construction Unit 
(UCLBP) and other similar mechanisms 
managed by CCCM Cluster partners 
(IOM, World Vision, Concern Worldwide, 
J/P HRO SRC),"said Luca Dall'Oglio, IOM 
departing Chief of Mission Haiti. 
 
IOM states that five sites in the 
metropolitan area (Terrain Solino, Place des Artistes, Place Petion and Place Dessalines 
and Rezèvwa Boudon) were closed. Significant decline in the number of IDPs has also 
been registered in other camps such as Kan Neptune, Place de la Paix, Terrain de Golf 
and Maxo/Teren Boulos.camps. 
 

Although Project 16/6: more than 3,500 new people relocated 

Through its 16/6 program, the Haitian government on 7 and 8 September, moved 3670 
people out of IDP camps as part of its strategy to relocate survivors of the 2010 
earthquake.  

A 10 September statement from the Prime Minister’s Office noted that 2500 people living 
in tents in Parc Sainte Thérèse in Petionville and 1170 others who were in the Ecole 
nationale  "Republique du Guatemala" had been relocated. 
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Families were taken back to their original neighborhoods. The 16/6 program has enabled 
thousands of other families to leave public spaces such as the Champ de Mars, Place 
Saint Pierre, Place Boyer Petionville and Gymnasium Vincent. 

The operation brings to 255,000 the number of IDPs who have been resettled by the 
Haitian government. 

"Prime Minister Laurent Lamothe, believes it is essential that all displaced persons return 
to their normal lives and is committed to pursue, together with President Martelly, the 
resettlement process respecting the rights and dignity of the displaced, as part of the fight 
against extreme poverty," the statement concluded. 

The 16/6 project is a pilot program funded by the Government’s Haiti Reconstruction 
Fund (FRH) and co-implemented by several UN agencies and NGO’s. Apart from the 
initial relocation of all residents of six priority camps in the capital with provision for rental 
grants, 16/6 seeks to facilitate rehabilitation of 16 districts earmarked for returnees, 
through improved housing reconstruction, access to basic services identified by the 
communities and the creation of income-generating opportunities. 
 

End of construction of temporary shelters 

After building more than 115,000 temporary shelters to house survivors of the 2010 
earthquake, the CCMM Cluster has now ended the program.  
 

 
The Cluster will continue to provide rent subsidies to encourage the relocation of camp 
dwellers to their original neighborhoods. So far, 20,000 grants have been made to 
displaced households to help them pay rent while 20,000 others will be distributed in the 
coming months. In addition, 17,000 houses have been repaired by NGOs. This figure is 
expected to double in the coming months. 
 

Camps: water quality improves but sanitation remains a huge problem 

The Direction nationale de l’eau potable et de l’assainissement (DINEPA) and the WASH 
Cluster report improvement in the quality of water in the camps. 
 
Results from chlorine tests conducted in August by DINEPA and the WASH cluster 
revealed that 59 percent of the camp population has access to chlorinated water against 
54 percent the previous month. The survey reports that 49 percent of the water in homes 
is good against 39 percent in July.  
 
Despite the improvement, the situation remains worrying in the Delmas and Tabarre 
communes where up to 86 percent and 71 percent of the camps, respectively, have no 
access to chlorinated water. The situation puts camp dwellers at increased risk of water-
borne diseases. 
 
Sanitation in the camps remains a major unsolved problem. The percentage of sites 
where open defecation is visible has increased from 34 percent last month to 38 percent. 
This is due to a significant reduction in the draining of toilets and the closure or 
destruction of toilets in 85 sites in metropolitan Port-au-Prince. 

Reducing the number of 
displaced persons in the 
camps largely depends on 
the effective 
implementation of return 
programs and relocation 
implemented by the 
Government and the 
CCCM cluster partners 

Source: Cluster CCCM/Shelter – DTM August 2012 
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Six months after launching the draining of toilets in 54 camps, the International Rescue 
Committee (IRC) stopped servicing camps in Port-au-Prince, Delmas, Tabarre and 
Pétion-Ville on August 31. 
 

Cholera epidemic 
Steady decline in new infections 

There has been a steady downward trend 
in new cholera cases since the beginning of 
the year. The Ministry of Public Health 
(MSPP) reports that the number of new 
infections per day at the end of September 
stands at 91, compared to 162 during the 
same period in August. 
 
The national cholera mortality rate has 
been steady at 1.3 percent, with the 
exception of Grand Anse and Sud-est 
departments where it is 4.2 and 4.9 percent 
respectively. 
 
Tropical Storm Isaac led to a slight daily 
increase of 180 new cases during the 
period from August 24 to 29, especially in 
the Sud-ouest department and metropolitan 
Port-au-Prince. The epidemiological trend 
is predicted to remain steady if the absence 
of heavy rainfall continues. A possible 
resurgence of the epidemic is still possible 
until the end of the rainy and hurricane 
seasons in November. 
 
Several departments in the country, 
including the Nord, Nord-est, Sud and 
Ouest, are very vulnerable to the cholera 
epidemic, due to low levels of sanitation 
and hygiene. The Health Cluster is 
concerned by a number of factors that may 
result in an upsurge in cholera infections. 
"Although the MSPP is now involved in the 
verification and response to alerts, 
resources for rapid response are 
inadequate. Existing oral rehydration posts 
do not cover all the communal sections that 
do not have basic health facilities.  In 
addition, projects aimed at funding 
additional human resources will soon end. 
In addition to the distribution of water 
treatment products, DINEPA must also 
conduct other emergency interventions”. 
 
The government, with the support of 
UNICEF, has ordered cholera vaccines, 
which will be administered only in highly 
vulnerable areas. The government’s long-
term strategy to eradicate the epidemic 
includes working with health partners to 
integrate the management of cholera in its 
overall health strategy and in the minimum 

Cholera is now under 
control: the downward 
trend continues throughout 
the country. However, 
national capacity to 
manage a new upsurge in 
infections   remains limited 
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package of health services.  
 
According to MSPP statistics released on 20 September, so far 594,198 people have 
contracted the disease and 7,585 have died since the epidemic was first reported in 
2010. 
 

A cholera treatment unit opens in Cap-Haitien 

A Cholera Treatment Unit (UTC) has been inaugurated at the Justinian University 
Hospital in Cap Haitien to provide the population of the city and the surrounding area with 
adequate services for better management of cholera patients. 

With a capacity of 30 beds (up to 50 
beds in the event of alerts), the UTC 
is funded by MINUSTAH (80%), and 
UNICEF (20%) for a total of 
US$115,000. 

The cholera treatment unit 
comprises facilities for 
hospitalization and convalescence, 
triage of patients, observation, 
drainable latrines, shower blocks, 
two units with degreasers, a laundry 
area, a footbath, and a well to 
prevent the flow of contaminated 
waste water into nearby areas. 

"At the outbreak of the pandemic in 
October 2010, we did not have any 
physical, psychological and financial support to deal with the threat. We now have a 
powerful tool to tackle cholera and other waterborne diseases," said Dr. Jean-Coq 
Garcia, medical director of the Justinian University Hospital. 

More than 54,000 cholera cases and 865 deaths have been recorded in the Nord 
department since the outbreak of the epidemic. According to official data, 700 to 800 
cases were reported weekly at the beginning of the pandemic. That number has fallen 
today to 50 cases weekly. 

The number of cholera cases has declined significantly in the region, thanks to joint 
efforts by the Haitian government and its international partners. "At the outbreak of the 
epidemic in October 2010, we forced our hospitals to integrate cholera in patient care. 
The construction of this UTC Hospital at the Justinian University is an example to be 
emulated nationwide, "said Haitian Minister of Public Health and Population, Dr. Florence 
Guillaume Duperval. 
 

Emergency preparedness 
DPC and the humanitarian community assist storm survivors in Savannette 

Four hundred families who were affected by Tropical Storm Isaac in late August in 
Savannette, Artibonite department, recently received basic emergency supplies from the 
Direction de la protection civile (DPC) and humanitarian organizations based in the 
Centre department – the Haitian Red Cross, the Agency for Technical Cooperation and 
Development (ACTED), World Vision and the National Directorate for Water and 
Sanitation (DINEPA).  

Forty-five homes were destroyed and 460 damaged in Savannette by the storm on the 
night of 24 to 25 August 2012. 

An earlier distribution had benefited 100 families in Colombier, Savanette. They received 
mattresses, kits for babies and pregnant women, mosquito nets, jerry cans for drinking 
water, cooking kits, hygiene and toiletries, plastic sheeting, Aquatabs and farm tools 
(machetes, hoes, shovels, pickaxes, knives, etc.).  

 
Cholera treatment unit in Cap-Haitien                                       .                   
Photo credit: MINUSTAH. 

 

Assistance to survivors 
ofTropical Storm Isaac has 
continued 
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A second distribution took place in downtown Savanette during which 300 families, 
including 60 pregnant or lactating women received kits for babies. In all, some 400 tents, 
300 sheets, 100 baby kits, 600 hygiene kits and toiletries, soap, 400 bowls, 150 mosquito 
nets, 300 agricultural tool kits, and 300 kitchen kits were distributed. 

Logistical support and security for the operation were provided by the Indian formed 
police unit of MINUSTAH based in this region.  
 

300 houses flooded in Anse-à-Galets 

Three hundred houses were flooded In Anse-à-Galets following the heavy rains that fell 
on the town on the night of 21- 22 September.  

The rains also affected Haut Saline and Bas Saline, according to an ongoing assessment 
by the departmental Direction de la protection civile (DPC). The community has cleared 
the roads and is rehabilitating those 
damaged by the floods, such as 
Bois Crédit, Terre Rouge, Morne à 
l’eau, Route Morne Palma and Rue 
Progrès. 

A DPC mission dispatched to the 
affected areas to support communal 
authorities has urged local officials 
to clean out gullies to speed up 
recovery in the affected 
communities. 

 

 

Radios to alert the public during disasters 

MINUSTAH has donated 97 radio sets to the Direction de la protection civile in the Sud, 
Nippes, Nord and Nord-est departments to alert the population to pending disasters, 
especially during the hurricane season. The radios will improve access to meteorological 
information for civil protection committees. 

The radios are each equipped with rechargeable batteries, solar panels and a crank with 
a lamp.  

So far MINUSTAH has distributed 202 radios in the Nord - where the first batch of 105 
radio sets were distributed in June, the Nord-est, Sud and Nippes - and will distribute 
another 158 in the remaining departments. 
 

Food security 
2012 exacts heavy toll on agricultural production 

The impact of the Tropical Storm Isaac, especially on the agricultural sector, continues to 
reverberate throughout Haiti. According to findings from initial assessments made by the 
Coordination nationale de securité alimentaire (CNSA), the hardest hit departments – 
Sud-est, Ouest, Sud and Nord-ouest – lost up to US $68.3 million. 
 
An assessment of the July harvest shows that agricultural production during the spring 
farming season was weak due to lack of rains between May and June, particularly in the 
Nord-ouest, Ouest, Sud-est departments and in some communes in Grand Anse. 
 
CNSA estimated production losses for the country in the spring at $84,239,782.84 for 
maize, sorghum, rice and beans. These losses, coupled with the damage caused by TS 
Isaac, have resulted in rising prices of local and imported foodstuff, a situation that is 
increasingly being felt by poor households. In the past month alone, the price of a “pot” 
(about 2.5kgs) of imported rice has risen by 50 per cent, while a “pot” of beans has 
increased from 180 to 210 Gourdes ($4.2 to $4.9). As a result, affected households are 

 
Flooding in Anse-à-Galets. 
Credit Photo : MINUSTAH. 

Poor households in many 
departments across the 
country will be hit by 
looming food insecurity. 

Rains have caused 
flooding and other damage 
in Anse à Galets. 
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struggling to provide their children with basic back-to-school needs, according to findings 
from a recent mission to the Nord department by OCHA. 
 
Small cash-for-work projects have been recommended by the government to cushion the 
impact of the crop losses, but resources are very limited. CNSA advocates the 
strengthening of emergency projects by the Government and international organizations, 
the creation of agricultural credit programs and the distribution of seeds in the region. 
 
Socio-political impact 
 
The combined effects of the drought and TS Isaac are beginning to result in the growing 
incidence of strikes and protests against high food prices in the Nord, Ouest and Sud 
departments. 
 
The government has adopted policies to check inflationary pressures on basic necessities 
and is currently working on strengthening national agricultural production, according to a 
statement from the Prime Minister’s Office issued on 14 September.  
 

In brief 
Haiti to replace the IHRC with a national commission  

Prime Minister Laurent Lamothe is advocating for the replacement of the Interim 
Commission for the Reconstruction of Haiti (IHRC), with a national commission. 
 
In a meeting in New York with Ms. Helen Clark, the Administrator of the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP), he said the new commission will be coordinated by 
the Ministry of Planning and External Cooperation and other departments involved in 
reconstruction.  

 
 
While welcoming the efforts of UNDP in debris management initiatives and job creation, 
Mr. Lamothe asked that UNDP become more engaged with Haiti in the recovery and long 
term development process. 
 

 

Reconstruction efforts. Photo credit : MINUSTAH 
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For further information, please contact:  

 

George Ngwa Anuongong, Chief, Communication Section, ngwaanuongong@un.org, Tél. (509) 3702 5192 
Rachelle Elien, Public information officer, elien@un.org, Tel. (509) 3702 5177 

Widlyn Dornevil, Public information officer, dornevil@un.org, Tel. (509) 3702 5182 

 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at http://haiti.humanitarianresponse.info/ | www.unocha.org |                
www.reliefweb.int 

Mobilization of education partners for the new school year 

The Ministry of National Education and Vocational Training, in collaboration with UNICEF, 
hosted a workshop with partners in the education sector aimed at preparing the start of 
the 2012-2013 school year. 
 
The workshop was an opportunity for stakeholders to review the past school year and to 
identify areas of intervention for the New Year. Discussions centered on the universal free 
and compulsory education program (PSUGO), management of older children in the 
school system, the accelerated program and distribution of educational materials in 
schools. 
The outcomes of the workshop are expected to facilitate effective coordination of actions 
to ensure a smooth start of the school year and to provide better care for children in the 
school environment as well as improved learning conditions. 
 
UNICEF continues to support the Haitian government to ensure access to education for 
disadvantaged children throughout the country. 
 

$ 9.3 million to strengthen commerce on Hispaniola Island 

The European Union has granted $ 9.3 million to the Governments of Haiti and the 
Dominican Republic to boost bilateral trade between the two countries; promote 
development and strengthen solidarity 
 
The three-year program also aims to strengthen the capacity of public institutions on both 
sides of the border in the areas of trade, investment promotion and Customs and to 
support private sector initiatives. It will be implemented by the Caribbean Development 
Agency (CEDA), a regional organization dedicated to the promotion of trade, exports and 
investment. 
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