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Over 98,000 people affected by rains and floods in Sudan 
 

According to the Sudanese Red Crescent Society (SRCS) and the Khartoum State Commission 

for Voluntary and Humanitarian Work (CVHW), over 98,000 people in seven states, namely 

Khartoum, River Nile, Red Sea, Blue Nile, Northern, South Darfur and North Darfur, have been 

affected by flooding following heavy rains from 1 – 4 August. Eleven deaths, the majority of 

which were in Khartoum, have also been reported. SRCS has been collaborating closely with 

relevant stakeholders to respond to floods, including as a member of the High Council for Civil 

Defence (HCCD) chaired by the Interior Minister. 

 

In response, SRCS activated the emergency operation rooms at national and state levels with 

1,500 volunteers put on alert for an emergency response as needed. SRCS held a series of 

meeting with various stakeholders at national and state level to discuss response plan. In 

addition, SRCS Khartoum branch deployed 700 volunteers to evacuate, provide psycho-social 

support and first aid services to the affected population. A total of 2,000 tarpaulins, 2,000 

sleeping mats, 2,000 hygiene kits and 300 tents have been allocated from its own emergency 

stock for immediate response. Reported needs are emergency shelter, water and sanitation, 

health services and psycho-social care. SRCS has submitted an appeal of approximately CHF 

300,000 for flood response for seven flood-affected states, with focus on River Nile and 

Khartoum, to the IFRC-managed Disaster Emergency Relief Fund (DERF). 

 

Some agencies have been approached by the authorities for emergency assistance. For example, 

the Khartoum State Commission for Voluntary and Humanitarian Work (CVHW) has requested 

UNHCR to provide 40,000 pieces of non-food relief items for people of South Sudanese origin 

living in departure points/open areas in Khartoum. Although the National Flood Task Force 

(chaired by the federal HAC) has not been reactivated for the 2013 rainy season, OCHA has 

been working on preparedness with the sectors through their designated focal points and 

continues providing updates when available. Some sectors such as Health and WASH have 

supported their line ministries (e.g. Ministry of Health and Water and Environmental 

Sanitation) by providing emergency relief items to enhance their preparedness, which can be 

allocated to flood-affected areas in a timely manner.  

 

A meeting with the Commission for Voluntary and Humanitarian Work (CVHW) took place on 

Monday 5 August. It was agreed that a joint visit would take place on 6 August in Sharg Elneil 

locality in Khartoum where a rapid assessment could be conducted. Initial information from 

CVHW indicates an estimated 11,142 households in five localities, namely Sharg Elneil (most 

affected), Karari, Umbada, Bahri and Umdurman, were affected, as indicated below: 

 

 

 



Locality Completely 

damaged houses 

Partially 

damaged houses 

Name of areas/ location most affected 

Sharg 

Elneil 

2,450 2,867 Umdawan Ban, Wadi Soba, Rama 

Allah, Mrabei Elsharief, Elkeriab 

Karari 3,500 600 Elfath 3 &4, Elsheikh Eltayeb, 

Elthuwra Sheimal 

Umbada 954 44 Block/ Hara 28,29, & 30 

Bahri 317 372 Eldurooshab, Elsamrab, ElKadaro, 

Umderwa 

Umdurman 38 0 Abseid Block 18, Estate bank Block 33 

Total 7,259 3,883 11,142 houses  

Remarks: According to CVHW, a household consists of an average of five members. 

 

The international NGO Norwegian Church Aid (NCA) will be providing some non-food relief 

items to CVHW to address the immediate needs of people affected by flood in Khartoum. 

These include 1,750 mosquito nets; 1,750 blankets; and 1,000 plastic mats. 

 

In Khartoum, a volunteer group called Nafeer has been established to support flood response 

operations (see Nafeer information bulletin). 

 

In El Fasher town of North Darfur state, IOM reported a total of 1,477 households (7,905 

people) have been affected by the flood. Out of these figures, 271 houses (accommodating 

1,514 people) were completely destroyed while 1,206 houses (accommodating 6,391 people) 

were partially damaged. 

 

In other states, OCHA is liaising with the HCCD and its sub-offices in the field for further 

information on flood situation and response. It has been stressed that all flood requests should 

be consolidated based on assessed needs.  

 

Further flash update will be produced when further information is available. 

 


