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Humanitarian response to flooding in Sudan continues  

 

Overview 

 

•  Following the heavy rains that began in early August, the estimated number of flood-

affected people across Sudan has risen to over 260,000 with 45 deaths reported, according to 

the Federal Ministry of Health (FMoH) as of 18 August. The FMoH also reported over 

50,000 houses either totally destroyed or partially damaged 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Khartoum State is severely affected with over 128,000 people whose houses were destroyed 

or damaged by heavy rains and floods, according to the FMoH. 

• Flooding as a result of heavy rains in Damazine town and Bau locality over the weekend has 

affected some 10,887 families (approximately 54,435 people), according to a joint 

verification exercise by the Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC), the Sudanese Red 

Crescent Society (SRCS) and the national NGO Mubadiroon. This has brought the number 

of flood-affected people in Blue Nile State to over 60,000. 

• The Government of Sudan is leading and coordinating the overall emergency response. The 

Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) called on 18 August a meeting in which participants 

from WHO, UNICEF, WFP, UNHCR, OCHA, ICRC, IOM, the INGO Steering Committee 

National and other national actors (Governmental and non-Governmental entities) attended.  

• Across Sudan, the FMoH reported a total of 102 out of required 104 emergency health 

facilities are functioning with pre-positioned supplied provided by WHO, UNICEF and 

UNFPA. 

• The FMoH has identified environmental sanitation, for example, vector control and waste 

management, as priority to avoid an outbreak of communicable diseases.  

• The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) launched an 

emergency appeal of CHF 920,000 (in cash, kind or services) to support the SRCS in 

assisting up to 7,000 families (35,000 people) for six months in three priority states – River 

Nile, Northern and Khartoum. 

• As challenges remain in regard to access, a detailed multi-sector needs assessment is not yet 

available. 

 

 

 

 

Sr. 

No 

Source Reporting 

date 

Total number of people 

affected 

Affected houses 

No. of 

families 

No. of 

individuals 

Completely 

destroyed 

Partially 

damaged 

1 HAC 13.08.13 - 243,500 24,123 35,964 

2 Federal Ministry 

of Health 

18.08.13 52,257 260,000 24,926 26,205 

3 High Council for 

Civil Defence 

13.08.13 - 174,630 15,399 19,416 
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FLOOD RESPONSE 

 
The following information on flood response has been received by the UN and does not reflect the 

full scope of flood response in Sudan. 

 

Khartoum State 

 

Emergency Shelter and Non-Food Items (ES NFI) Sector 

 

• As of 15 August, the SRCS provided some 6,700 flood-affected families in Khartoum with 

non-food relief items. The supplies were mobilized from the International Committee of the 

Red Cross (ICRC); UAE Red Crescent Society; and SRCS own stocks. 

• Following the inter-agency needs assessment mission comprising of representatives from the 

Commission for Voluntary and Humanitarian Work (CVHW), UNHCR, UNICEF, IOM, 

WHO and OCHA to six sites where people of South Sudanese origin are staying in 

Khartoum during 11 – 12 August, UNHCR provides non-food relief items for some 9,100 

people (1,824 families) of South Sudanese origin. Similar inter-agency needs assessments 

are planned for other open areas in Khartoum in the coming weeks. 

• In summary, some 10,300 flood-affected families (approximately 52,000 people) have 

received non-food relief items support to date.  

 

Water Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) Sector 

 

• Provision of improved water sources to affected areas has been prioritized by the WASH 

sector. 

• Out of the 77 deep boreholes that have been affected by flooding, Khartoum State Water 

Corporation (KSWC) has rehabilitated and disinfected 60 boreholes in the worst affected 

areas of Sharg El Niel (36), Karari (2), Jabel Aulia (13), Bahari, and Um Badda localities, 

which are situated to the east of the Nile and in northern Khartoum. Rehabilitation and 

disinfection of the boreholes benefit about 200,000 people, and water trucking by the KSWC 

and MSF is reaching 100,000 and 10,000 people respectively on daily basis.  

• There are sufficient stock supplies to chlorinate all functioning water supply networks in all 

the worst affected areas in Khartoum i.e. Sharg El Niel, Karari, Jabel Aulia, Bahari and 

Umbada localities.  The Government counterpart – Water and Environmental Sanitation 

(WES) of Drinking Water and Sanitation Unit (DWSU) - has been provided with a stock of 

chlorine products sufficient to provide improved water supply for 100,000 affected people at 

household level.  

• Flooded latrines and collapse of over 10,000 latrines have been a major consequence of the 

flood according to local partners. Latrine disinfection for 7,256 collapsed latrines has been 

conducted by the Ministry of Health with technical support from the WASH sector. 

UNICEF has also provided to the State Ministry of Health a total of 200 latrine slabs to 

cover the sanitation needs of 2,400 affected people and the Ministry has started using them 

in the construction of communal latrines. 

• A civil society movement of about 2,000 volunteers is involved in several areas of 

intervention, including WASH. The WASH sector aims at involving the movement in 

activities of latrine rehabilitation and hygiene promotion campaigns. Hygiene promotion 

materials have been made available.  

• INGOs have demonstrated their willingness to assist in WASH response. The following 

organizations have expressed their willingness to respond to flooding emergency: CRS, 

ADRA, World Vision, Concern, IAS, ENVI and SRCS. ENVI is willing to mobilize further 

funding through MTN if needed.  
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Nutrition 

 

• The Nutrition sector had discussions with a local organization called Nafeer about 

preventive messaging at community level; and training may be conducted for their staff on 

infant and young child feeding during emergencies (IYCF-E) and mid upper arm 

circumference (MUAC) assessments to determine nutritional status.  

• Scenarios of how to respond to potential food insecurity have been discussed with other 

sectors, e.g. building stock supplies of emergency food rations for children under five as a 

measure to avoid uncontrolled use of infant formula.   

• UNICEF has taken the lead in crafting and sharing an interagency statement on the most 

appropriate regimens for infant and child feeding during emergencies and the dangers - child 

morbidity and mortality - of using infant formula milk products. 

 

Education 

 

• The Education sector is currently assessing the situation of schools affected by the floods. 

So far we have been informed that 104 schools in Khartoum State alone have been affected 

and schools might be closed indefinitely. The Government has closed all schools until 20 

August. Partners are working closely with the Federal Ministry of Education to assess the 

situation. 

• In all seven flood affected localities in Khartoum state, 64 schools were affected by the 

floods. In total, 85 classrooms were destroyed with majority of them having their roofs 

collapsed. Out of the 64 affected schools, 14 schools were completely flooded and 

destroyed. 7 latrines destroyed and 15 school fences have been destroyed. 

• The Federal Ministry of Education has asked UNICEF to provide them with tents to be used 

as class rooms so classes can start in Khartoum state on time on 20 August. 

 

Blue Nile State 

 

• More rains in Damazine town and some villages in Bau locality were reported over the 

weekend, affecting some 54,000 people (10,887 families) according to a verification jointly 

conducted by HAC, SRCS and the national NGO Mubadiroon during 17 – 18 August. This 

has brought the number of flood-affected people in Blue Nile to over 60,000 people since 

early August. 

• In response, SRCS distributed some non-food relief items to some 9,200 people (1,840 

families). Distribution is still ongoing. SRCS reported having a balance of 650 non-food 

item kits remaining in Damazine. Additional supplies will be mobilized by SRCS and other 

partners. Previously, SRCS distributed 1,715 kits of non-food items to some flood-affected 

people in Damazine and Roseires localities.  

• HAC has requested WFP to provide food assistance to around 10,000 flood-affected families 

in Damazine and Bau localities. 

• Starting from 18 August, the SMoH will establish nine mobile clinics in the flood-affected 

areas in Damazine and Bau localities. 

• WES agreed to provide the affected families with clean drinking water through the water 

tanker while the Ministry of Physical Planning and Public Utilities are working on cleaning 

the drainage in Damazine town. 

 
WASH 

 

• Three assessment missions have been conducted by WASH sector partners to residential 

towns 4 and 6 and in Roseires town (Khor Branga). In Roseires town there are 750 

households affected, 200 houses including household latrines totally damaged and 550 

houses including latrines were partially damaged based on the assessment. 

• 12 community volunteers have been trained in hygiene promotion and disposal of excreta 

out of the flooded latrines in Residential town 4 in Roseires locality. 
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• 35 emergency household latrines have been constructed using plastic slabs provided by 

UNICEF for the benefit of 210 flood affected people. 

• 5,582 home visits with hygiene messages have been conducted. 

• UNICEF in coordination with the WES and SMoH provided 2,000 cartons of soaps, out of 

which 1,832 cartons have been distributed to 41,220 flood affected people in three 

residential units (4,5 and 6) in Roseires locality. 

• 20 water chlorinators have been trained on chlorination activities and UNICEF provided 10 

cartons of chlorine 1.67mg and one drum of chlorine powder for water treatment in 

residential towns 4 and 6. 

 

Education 
 

• The State Ministry of Education conducted a rapid assessment and confirmed that 40 

schools have been affected by floods in Damazine and Roseries localities. As reported, in 

Damazine locality alone 30 schools were affected, and within these 30 schools 80 class 

rooms, 30 school latrines, 40 offices and 10 fences are heavily affected by floods. In 

Roseries locality, 10 schools, 60 class rooms, 25 offices and 10 school latrines were affected 

by the floods. 

 

       Health 
 

• As emergency preparedness measures for the rainy season, the Malaria and Vector Control 

Program with UNICEF financial support has conducted social mobilization activities 

focusing on proper use of LLINs, malaria vector control practices targeting all 12 towns for 

population affected by Rosaires dam heightening as they have been identified as the most 

vulnerable towns. The activity has included training of 210 community volunteers selected 

from each town in order to sustain malaria control and awareness interventions. 

• As emergency response to current flood crises in towns 4 and 6 and potential similar 

situations in the remaining 10 towns during the coming months, UNICEF released financial 

support to conduct health education sessions targeting all 12 towns as well as communicable 

disease surveillance on-the-job training for health cadres in all towns.   

• Additional cash assistance has been released to conduct refresher training for the six 

outbreak control teams in the state which will be technically facilitated by the epidemiology 

department of the Federal Ministry of Health. 

 

                                        North Darfur 

 

• OCHA is leading assessment missions to flood affected localities in Tawila, Malha and 

Kuma coming week, IOM has teams on the ground in all three localities and is initiating 

house-to-house assessment and verification of affected people. Information of damages are 

so far patchy and inconsistent , but are currently indicating around 1,000 affected families 

and six schools in the three localities and around 195 collapsed latrines in the Rwanda camp. 

Updated and verified numbers will be shared after the assessment missions.  

• Sector leads are working with partners and line ministries to summarize information about 

flood affected areas, response and gaps in order to identify way ahead. Meeting will take 

place on 18 August. 

• Previously, IOM verified a total of 1,477 families affected by floods in El Fasher town. Non-

food relief items and one-month food rations were provided by UNHCR and WFP, 

respectively, to some 270 families whose houses were completely destroyed. 

 

                                        South Darfur 

 

• Floods have been reported in Bileil locality (Kalma and Bileil IDP camps). The first 

reported case in Kalma on 4 August with 200 families receiving non-food items assistance. 
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• The second reported incidents of floods in Kalma and Bileil has reportedly affected over 

6,000 families (approximately 30,000 people). IOM has commenced verification of these 

affected families. 

• In Kalma camp, the international NGO CARE International Switzerland has disinfected 

more than 500 collapsed latrines and provided four hand pumps and most of the water 

dishes. 

 

                       In other flood-affected states (Northern, El Gezeira, Red Sea and River Nile) 

 

• SRCS distributed some non-food relief items for some 2,750 flood-affected families 

(approximately 13,750 people) in the four states. 


