
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 Heavy rains and floods have 

affected 23,566 people, killed 

nearly 40 and damaged 

shelters and livelihoods 

 Fears that an escalation of 

tensions in Dammaj could lead 

to civilian displacements 

 13 humanitarian workers were 

kidnapped between January 

2012 and May 2013, placing 

Yemen among the five 

countries with most 

kidnappings of aid workers 

 31.5 per cent of school age  

children are not in class 

 The 2013 polio immunization 

campaign averaged 97 per 

cent coverage nationwide  

FIGURES 
People without 
access to safe 
water, sanitation 

13.1 m 

Food insecure 
people 

10.5 m 

People without 
access to health 
care 

6.4 m 

Acutely 
malnourished 
children  

1 m 

Internally 
displaced people 

306,027 

Returnees  232,931 

Refugees 
(as of 30 June) 

239,032 

Migrant / refugee 
arrivals (as of 31 
May 2013) 

43,457 

Sources: UNHCR, WFP, OCHA, 
WHO, UNICEF 

FUNDING 

703 million  
Revised requirement (US$) 

 

44% funded 
 

23,566 people affected, 37 killed by torrential 
rains and flash floods across Yemen 

Shelter, livelihoods lost in one week of heavy rainfall 

More than 23,500 people in eight governorates were affected and almost 40 killed by 
torrential rains and flash floods across Yemen. The rains, which displaced families, 
damaged homes and roads 
and inundated agricultural 
land, intensified from 14 
August for about a week. 
People are still missing. 

Those affected include 
around 12,000 internally 
displaced people (IDPs) in 
Al Mazraq near Haradh in 
the north. In Taizz, 21 
people died, including 18 in 
a wedding convoy that was 
swept away. In Ibb, two 
bodies were recovered after 
flooding in Far Al Udayn 
District. In Shabwah, 450 
homes were damaged in Rudum District, while 6,000 people lost their drinking water 
sources in Arqa and neighbouring districts. In Hajjah, landslides displaced 50 families in 
Bani Awam District. 

Summary of some of the damage from the heavy rains and flooding.  Source: OCHA  
* Data is still being collected. 

Damage to Al Mazraq IDP camp in the north  

The heavy rains washed away more than 50 per cent of IDP shelters in Camp 1 and 
Camp 3 at Al Mazraq, Hajjah Governorate. Six hundred latrines were partially damaged 
during the storm that hit the camps on 20 August. Two temporary outpatient rooms and a  

 
Flood affected districts in Yemen. Source: OCHA 

Governorate Type of destruction 
# of 

household
s affected 

# of 
people  

affected 

# of 
people 
killed 

Abyan/Shabwah
hhh Shabwah 

Water supply damaged, farm land flooded, houses 
destroyed 

1,307 9,150 7 

Taizz Roads, farmland inundated, schools damaged * N/A N/A 21 

Dhamar Farms, roads inundated, old houses washed away * N/A N/A 1 

Sana'a Flooding, electricity disruptions, traffic disruptions 20 140 N/A 

Ibb Roads blocked, farm land washed away, school damaged 116 812 2 

Hajjah IDP shelter damaged, classrooms damaged, landslide 1,719 12,064 1 

Al Hudaydah Farm land inundated, flooding, villages flooded 200 1,400 5 

Total 3,362 23,566 37 
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food facility in camp three were extensively damaged. Five people, including three 
children, sustained minor injuries. Camp 2 did not 
sustain much damage. 

Following the storm, humanitarian partners started 
repairing 20 damaged temporary classrooms in the 
camps ahead of the school term that started on 1 
September. Over 1,000 children attend lessons in the 
damaged classrooms. The UN Refugee Agency, 
UNHCR, distributed 1,750 tents and non-food items, 
and the World Food Programme (WFP) distributed 
food to affected people. In Bani Awam District, Hajjah 
Governorate, the Yemeni Red Crescent provided 
non-food items to families affected as a result of landslides.  

Yemen prone to floods and landslides despite being water-stressed 

Despite being one of the most water-stressed countries in the Middle East, Yemen is 
prone to flash floods and landslides triggered by monsoon downpours across the 
southwestern tip of the Arabian Peninsula. 
According to the UN Office for Disaster Risk 
Reduction, the annual losses due to flooding 
in the capital, Sana’a, and its hinterlands 
amount to about US$3 million. There are 
two rainy seasons - March to May and July 
to September/October (main rains). This 
year, 21 districts were inundated. 

According to the Famine Early Warning 
Systems Network (FewsNet), the flash 
floods in several parts of Yemen in mid-
August resulted from normal to above-
normal downpour during the second rainy 
season in the eastern parts of the country. The rains were, however, average to below-
average in the northwest and are forecast to be average or below-average in the coming 
months in northern Yemen.  

The worst flooding in recent times occurred in October 2008 when a tropical storm 
devastated Yemen. About 180 people died, 20,000 were displaced and $1.7 billion was 
lost in damages. In 2010, heavy rains hit Sana’a killing nine, damaging houses in the old 
city which is a UNESCO World Heritage Site, and disrupting electricity supplies.  

Without an effective early warning system, Yemen will continue to suffer the impact of 
flooding. A national sustainable environment strategy has been developed along with 
some progress on the implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action on disaster risk 
reduction. Yemen is also strengthening its national meteorological and hydrological 
services, is piloting the global programme for climate resilience and is part of plans to 
establish the first regional platform for disaster risk reduction in the Arab world. 

No let-up in tensions in Dammaj village 
Limited information amid reports of civilians fleeing their homes 

Tensions between Al Houthis (also called Ansar Allah) and Salafists have remained high 
in Dammaj village near Sa’adah town in northern Yemen. In mid-August, a committee 
appointed by President Abdo Mansur Hadi negotiated a truce that allowed 17 injured 
people to be taken to the hospital, but clashes erupted again shortly after.  

Currently, the main concerns are protection of civilian and access to those in need of 
humanitarian assistance. Unconfirmed reports speak of some displacement in Monabbih 
District and humanitarian workers fear that an escalation could trigger new civilian 
displacement. Local sources say that more than 40 people have died since tensions 
between the two groups over control of the area escalated in July. Aid workers in Sa’ada  

 
Source: OCHA 

 
Bani Al Zuad village in Bani Awam District, Hajjah, after 
landslides displaced 50 families. Photo: OCHA 

A truce was negotiated 

in Dammaj in mid-

August, but concerns 

remain that tensions in 

the area could trigger a 

crisis 

The recent floods in 

Yemen came at a time 

when Yemen is trying to 

strengthen its national 

meteorological services 

http://www.unisdr.org/files/27853_arabriskpovertypolicynotejuly2012.pdf
http://www.unisdr.org/files/27853_arabriskpovertypolicynotejuly2012.pdf
http://www.unisdr.org/we/coordinate/hfa
http://www.unisdr.org/we/coordinate/hfa
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say the 29,000 residents of Dammaj could face a crisis if widespread violence breaks out. 
The spill-over could affect 50,000 people in 
neighbouring Sa’ada, Hajjah, Amran and Al 
Jawf Governorates. 

Dammaj has been a source of tension 
between the two groups for years. In 
December 2011, clashes led to widespread 
food shortages. On 20 August 2013, Al 
Houthis clashed with tribesmen associated 
with Islah in nearby Amran Governorate, 
reportedly over land, leaving 13 people 
dead. Heavy weapons were used in the 
fighting 

SMS messages for World Humanitarian Day  
Event sparks interest in private sector partnerships 

World Humanitarian Day (WHD) was marked with events for partners, including local 
authorities, in Aden and Sa’adah town. In Sana’a, the Yemen Humanitarian Country 
Team observed a moment of silence in memory of aid workers killed in the line of duty, as 
part of activities to mark the 19 August commemoration. Three mobile phone companies 
namely MTN, Yemen Mobile and Sabafon, agreed to send an SMS message announcing 
the WHD on behalf of the humanitarian community, without charge. More than 6.5 million 
people across Yemen received the SMS message.  

This unprecedented collaboration between the 
humanitarian community and Yemeni private 
sector has spurred new thinking on future 
collaboration. Already, discussion is underway 
to disseminate health, water and sanitation 
messages via SMS. This will support 
communication with affected people. Yemen 
has over 10 million mobile phone subscribers, 
many in remote hard to reach areas. 

Efforts to build partnerships between the 
humanitarian community and the Yemeni private sector have been going on for two 
years. In January, the Chamber of Commerce participated in the launch of the 
Humanitarian Response Plan.  

Insecurity, lack of access hampering aid work 
Yemen among countries with highest kidnappings of aid workers 

In March, a foreign aid worker was seriously injured when a gunman shot through the 
window of her car in Sana’a. In May, three humanitarian workers were returning from a 
field trip in southern Yemen when they were kidnapped and held for two days. In August, 
the driver of a clearly marked humanitarian vehicle was stopped by armed men in Lahj 
Governorate. Moments later, he was taken together with the vehicle. 

These are just some of the incidents that aid workers in Yemen have had to cope with 
this year. Despite the ongoing political process, insecurity and lack of access to people in 
need remain major impediments to humanitarian activities. Violence against humanitarian 
personnel, assets and facilities is among the top four constraints that aid workers face in 
Yemen, recent data shows. Other key constraints include active hostilities, restrictions on 
movement and the presence of mines and unexploded remnants of war. According to the 
Aid Worker Security Database (AWSD), Yemen ranked among the top five countries with 
the highest number of kidnappings of humanitarian workers in 2012. The others were 
Afghanistan, Pakistan, South Sudan and Somalia. Between January 2012 and May 2013, 
Yemen recorded 13 kidnappings (four national and nine international staff), according to 
the AWSD - a global compilation of reports on major security incidents involving 

 
Map of northern Yemen showing Dammaj village. Source: 
OCHA 

 
The message that was sent on WHD 

A WHD SMS was sent to 

6.5 million people, 

opening up options to 

strengthen partnership 

with mobile phone 

companies on 

communication with 

affected people 

http://worldhumanitarianday.org/
https://aidworkersecurity.org/
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deliberate acts of violence affecting aid workers. Between January 2012 and May 2013, 
one humanitarian worker was killed in Yemen. 

Access working group established to improve information sharing 

In July, humanitarian partners in Yemen 
established an Access Working Group to 
highlight best practices, create advocacy 
messages, recommend appropriate 
monitoring and reporting and ensure 
prioritization of access related activities. 
Using the OCHA access monitoring and 
reporting framework, the group aims to 
improve the collection and analysis of data, 
including data from hard to reach areas.  

More investment needed in girls’ education  
31.5 per cent of all school age children do not attend class  

Yemen has a very low level of formal education and school 
enrolment has not changed much over the last six years. 
People aged 25 and above have an average schooling of only 
4.1 years, according to the National Social Protection 
Monitoring Survey (NSPMS) results that were released in July. 
The survey was conducted by the Government, UNICEF and 
other partners. Poor schooling, it noted, translates into higher 
unemployment and lower productivity and wages.  

A Yemeni child who started school this year will attain an 
average of 9.3 years of schooling (10.4 for boys compared to 
8.1 for girls). Less than 40 per cent of children start school at 
the official school entry age of 6. Gross enrolment ratios are 
81.5 per cent for basic education and 42.5 per cent for 
secondary education. This is low compared with the majority 
of Middle East and North African countries, where the average 
ratio of primary and secondary education was over 70 per cent 
in 2011.  

Girls living in rural areas are less likely to attain basic education compared to girls living in 
urban areas. The survey said family attitudes toward girls’ schooling, particularly in rural 
areas, are a constraint to female education. Among adults aged 15 and over, nearly half 
(40 per cent) are illiterate in Yemen. 

Correlation between education, early marriage and female genital mutilation  

Child marriages are common in Yemen, the NSPMS report found. In 2012, 43.6 per cent 
of Yemeni women aged 20 to 49 years were married before they turned 18 years old. 
Early marriage, it noted, violates the girl child’s 
right to development and survival, and can lead to 
pregnancy-related deaths. Most girls who marry 
early in life have low formal education. 

According to the survey, 22.8 per cent of girls with 
low education aged 15 to 19 were married 
compared to 5.8 per cent of those with a minimum 
of secondary school education. Education is also 
a factor in the prevalence of female genital 
mutilation in Yemen. Among girls up to 14 years 
old, 16.8 per cent of those whose mothers lack 
school education have undergone genital cutting 
compared to four per cent of those whose 
mothers have at least a secondary education.  

 
Source: AWSD, August 2013 

 
Yemeni girls in urban areas are 
more likely to attend school than 
those in villages. Photo: OCHA 

 
The percentage of children enrolled in school has not 
changed much over the last six years. Source: 
NSPMS (2012) and Multiple Indicator Cluster 
Surveys (Ministry of Health and Population, and 
UNICEF (2006). 
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Fighting polio and improving disease control 
Low polio immunization coverage in Al Jawf Governorate 

The 2013 national polio immunization campaign ended on 2 July and achieved 97 per 
cent average coverage nationwide, except in Khabb wa ash Sha’af District in Al Jawf, 
which recorded less than 60 per cent coverage. The Ministry of Health attributed the low 
coverage in that district to difficulties in reaching the children. The district was previously 
a source of the polio virus.  

The campaign followed reports of a polio outbreak in Somalia, which raised concerns 
about possible transmission to Yemen, as thousands of people, including migrants 
seeking economic opportunities in the Gulf region, move between Yemen and Somalia. 
According to UNHCR, more than 46,000 refugees and migrants arrived in Yemen from 
the Horn of Africa in the first six months of 2013. These included 7,559 Somali refugees.  

In 2009, Yemen was declared polio free, but new suspected cases were reported in 2011 
and 2012. The campaign was organized by the Ministry of Health in collaboration with 
UNICEF, the World Health Organization and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to reach 4.7 
million children under 5 years of age. 

Online disease surveillance system proving effective 

The electronic Disease Early Warning and Response System (eDEWS) that is being 
piloted in Abyan, Aden, Lahj and Taizz Governorates has proved effective in the 
diagnosis and treatment of patients. Since the launch in March, the Health Cluster has 
arranged site trainings to improve weekly 
reporting and warning. The system will 
eventually be expanded to other 
governorates to strengthen the disease 
reporting system in Yemen. 

During the week of 19-25 July, 89 per cent 
(83/93) of the health facilities in the four 
governorates covered by the system, 
provided data gathered from 13,365 medical 
consultations. These identified the leading 
cause of mortality as acute respiratory 
infections, acute diarrhoea and suspected 
malaria. The system aims to improve disease surveillance capacity, data collection and 
collation. One hundred health facilities are being used as sentinel sites. 

Sharp drop in migrant deaths at sea and arrivals in Yemen  

The number of dead or missing refugees and migrants from the Horn of Africa coming to 
Yemen has dropped in the last six months, according to UNHCR. Since January, only five 
people have died or gone missing at sea compared to 43 in 2012. Between January and 
June 2013, 46,417 people made the perilous journey compared to 56,146 during the 
same time in 2012.  

In July, according to the Nairobi-based 
Regional Mixed Migration Secretariat 
(RMMS), 3,832 migrants/refugees crossed 
into Yemen via the Red Sea and the 
Arabian Sea in July, a 50 per cent decrease 
from July 2012 and a 10 per cent decrease 
from June 2013. Ethiopia, the Secretariat 
noted, was taking steps to deter irregular 
migration. Recently, the Government of 
Ethiopia established the National Council 
against Human Trafficking to raise 
awareness on human trafficking, and the 
National Movement against Human 
Trafficking to reinforce Government efforts to halt the vice in Ethiopia.  

 
100 health facilities are piloting the eDEWS. Source: OCHA 

 
The number of migrants arriving from the Horn of Africa 
has dropped this year.  Photo: OCHA 

The polio immunization 

campaign in July 

achieved 97 per cent 

coverage except in one 

district in Al Jawf 

Governorate 

Ethiopia is taking steps 

to discourage irregular 

migration and trafficking 

of people from its 

territory 



Yemen Humanitarian Bulletin | 6 
 

 

www.Yemen.humanitarianresponse.info | www.unocha.org 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) • Coordination Saves Lives 

For further information, please contact:  
Trond Jensen, Head of Office, Yemen, jensen8@un.org, Tel. (+967) 712 222 207 
Erich Ogoso, Public Information and Advocacy Officer, Yemen, ogoso@un.org, Tel. (+967) 712 222 831  
Signe Jepsen, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, jepsen@un.org, Tel. +1 (917) 367 2334  
OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at yemen.humanitarianresponse.info | www.reliefweb.int 

 

The migrants, however, continue to suffer harassment. According to the RMMS, 70 
incidents of sexual and gender-based violence were recorded in July. There were also 
cases of extortion during the boat journey. In Haradh, the Danish Refugee Council 
encountered 128 Ethiopians who had been held hostage on arrival in Yemen. New 
reports, it added, indicate that criminal gangs operating along the Red Sea may be 
venturing into organ harvesting. 

In Brief: 
Five governorates declared mine-free 

Five governorates, including Sana’a, Aden, Dhamar, Al Mahwit and Raymah are now free 
of explosive remnants of war, according to the Yemen Mines Action Centre which is 
supported by UNDP. Abyan, which had been declared free of landmines prior to the 2011 
conflict but was re-contaminated during recent conflict, may be declared free in three 
months. For the next three months, demining efforts will also focus on areas of Sa’ada 
where wars between militants and the Government have led to landmine contamination. 

Combating child labour in Haradh 

To discourage children from abandoning school or ending up as child labourers, Islamic 
Relief is educating 730 families in Haradh on child trafficking and offering them food 
rations. Haradh, the organization said, has a high rate of school drop-outs. Many of these 
children come from large families with eight or more members and become beggars, qat 
or illegal drug sellers. Many experience abuse. 

Food shipment to feed 3.9 million people 

A shipment of 9,400 tons of wheat from the US Government’s Food for Peace office has 
arrived at Al Hudaydah port and will be distributed to 3.9 million people in 15 
governorates, the World Food Programme (WFP) said. The food has been stacked onto 
trucks for delivery as part of WFPs emergency rations. Two more food consignments 
totaling 42,000 tons are expected over the next two months. 

http://www.reliefweb.int/

