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HIGHLIGHTS 
• More than 80,000 IDPs in 

southern Yemen have 

returned home  

• Yemen has one of the 

highest maternal mortality 

rates in the Gulf region 

(336/100,000)  

• A new survey shows that 

69.7 per cent of the 

population in 28 districts 

lacks sufficient water 

• The 2013 YHRP focuses on 

saving lives, early recovery, 

protecting civilians and joint 

programming  

• ERF monitoring has been 

scaled up with field visits and 

awareness raising  

FIGURES 
# Agencies 
participating in 
2013 YHRP 

96 

# Returnees in 
Abyan 

80,000 

# Ethiopian 
migrants arriving 
daily 

45 

#Educators 
trained by IRC in 
north 

30 

#Dengue cases 
reported in Ibb 

58 

#Sept increase 
in wheat price 

9% 

  

FUNDING 

585 million  
requested (US$) 

 

57% funded 
 

More IDPs going back home in the south 
IDPs returning amid security and 
services concerns 
Since July, over 80,000 displaced persons have 
returned home in Abyan Governorate, 
according to UNHCR, as IDPs take advantage 
of recent developments including a relative 
improvement in security, to go back to their 
homes. The returnees include 39,000 who went 
back spontaneously. Returns are also 
increasing in Lahj and other governorates 

As more IDPs return home, humanitarian agencies are concerned that in some areas of 
return, law enforcement is weak or absent. Significant resources are also needed to 
address lack of services in areas of return. Since July, landmines, explosives and booby 
traps have killed or maimed 90 people, mostly children. However, mine awareness-
raising is going on in Aden, Lahj and Shabwah Governorates.  

There is also urgent need to address the issue of widespread damage to property and 
infrastructure, which is estimated at 95 per cent in some areas; and early recovery. An 
assessment in Abyan, found that that lack of incomes and livelihoods is a ‘serious 
problem’ to 70 per cent of the population and should be prioritized 

66,000 students back to class in Aden amid school renovations 
The return of IDPs to their places of origin has 
freed up schools that had been used as shelter by 
the IDPs since the conflict escalated in May/June 
2012. In Aden, 23,500 out of 25,000 IDPs (93 per 
cent) who were living in 78 in schools have 
returned home. In Lahj Governorate, all the 
schools have been vacated.  As a result, 66,000 
children are back in school in Aden and 35 
schools are currently under renovation. However, 
the Education Ministry estimates that 34,846 
children are still out of school in Abyan. Such 
children are at particular risk of involvement in 
crime or use by militant groups. 
 
As of 21 November, 244 displaced families were 
still occupying 21 schools (including one 
university) in Aden. In Lahj, 14,000 children have 
returned to school and no schools are currently occupied, while 22 have been or are 
being renovated.  
 

 
A significant number of children have resumed 
classes in Aden after IDPs vacated many schools. 
Photo: Eman/OCHA. 
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Joint strategy to assist returnees 
The accelerated returns process has prompted humanitarian partners in southern Yemen 
to jointly plan their response. Three operational hubs have been established in the two 
most affected districts of Abyan, namely Zinjibar and Khanfar. Returnees each receive a 
package consisting of non-food items, hygiene, shelter and dignity kits, food rations and a 
transportation allowance of YR 15,000 (US$70).  
Humanitarian partners in Abyan have also established a Return and Re-integration 
Working Group. The group, which includes UHNCR and OCHA, meets weekly with 
representatives of the Governor of Abyan and of Zinjibar and Khanfar Districts to, among 
other issues, discuss needs.  

Widespread gender, health challenges 

Women facing major reproductive health threats 
Every month, thousands of Yemeni women give birth in extremely dangerous conditions, 
some with life-threatening obstetric complications. Without emergency obstetric help and 
proper health attendants, they will die at 
child birth. The situation is particularly 
grave in governorates where insecurity 
has, for several months, prevented 
many women from obtaining prenatal 
care. 

Only 27 per cent of Yemeni women give 
birth with the help of skilled birth 
attendants. This, according to UNFPA, 
is one of the lowest percentages in the 
region, and is one of the reasons why 
Yemen continues to have one of the 
highest maternal mortality rates in the 
world (336/100,000). At the same time 
the fertility rate is 6.0, which is one of the highest in the region.  

Need for dignity kits for women affected by gender-based violence 
Studies among displaced women in conflict-affected governorates like Abyan, show that 
two per cent of those in the reproductive health age group suffer violence, including 
sexual violence. In interviews with IDP families, fathers admitted to marrying off their 
daughters at an early age to cope with the extreme economic difficulties that they face. 
Dignity kits are being provided by UNFPA to such women who may have experienced 
gender-based violence. The kits contain items needed by women which are often not 
considered in most humanitarian programmes, including items that would help women 
dress in a conservative religious environment so reduce the risk of further harassment.   

Partnering to prevent malaria especially in rural areas 
The Ministry of Health, in partnership with the Global Fund, the Gulf Cooperation Council 
and the World Health Organization, has launched the largest ever campaign to distribute 
long-lasting impregnated mosquito nets to populations at risk of malaria and other vector- 
borne diseases such as dengue fever, chikungunya, leishmaniasis and filariasis. The 
campaign aims to protect more than 8.4 million people, especially those living in rural 
areas of Yemen.  

Dengue fever reported in Ibb, polio in Hajjah 
Ibb Governorate reported 58 suspected cases of dengue fever from Faraludien District in 
early September, of whom 53 per cent were males. No deaths have been reported, but 
health agencies and the Ministry of Public Health have conducted field investigations and 
are responding to the outbreak. 

A vaccination response plan is being finalized following an outbreak of a circulating polio 
virus. The campaign, which is supported by WHO, will cover over one million children 
under 5 years of age in Hajjah and Hudaydah Governorates 

 
A large number of Yemeni children are born without the help of 
skilled birth attendants – a service that is available to only 27 per 
cent of pregnant women. Photo: Eman/OCHA  

Only 27 per cent of Yemeni 
women give birth with help 
of skilled birth attendants – 
one of the lowest 
percentages in the Gulf 
region. 
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Dire water needs in four governorates 
A new study on water and sanitation needs in 28 districts of Hajjah, Amran, Hudaydah 
and Rayma Governorates has found 
that 46.5 per cent of the population 
gets water from unimproved sources. 
The Sana’a University study found that 
28.3 per cent of the population uses 
fewer than 15 litres per day; 69.7 per 
cent lack sufficient water supply; and 
70 per cent do not know how to treat 
water.  
Meanwhile, in Aden Governorate, 
895,000 urban people, including 
365,000 children, now have safe water 
for one year through the provision of 
chlorine gas to the local government 
authority.  

In Amran and Sana’a Governorates, 11,152 IDPs have access to safe water which is 
trucked to them. Some 2,932 IDP families have been given monthly hygiene kits.  

 

Protection concerns for migrants, Yemeni boys 
More Ethiopians arriving in Yemen daily 

The number of Ethiopian migrants arriving in Haradh daily is now 45, according to the 
International Organization for Migration (IOM). In October, 51 unaccompanied, trafficked 
or smuggled boys (including 37 migrants from the Horn of Africa) were received at a child 
protection centre in Haradh as part of the partnership 
between humanitarian agencies and the Ministry of Social 
Affairs and Labour. 

Up to 3,000 meals are provided daily to the migrants. The 
IOM also plans to assist about 500 Ethiopians mainly 
women, unaccompanied minors and elderly cases, to return 
to their country of origin before the end of the year. 

Yemeni Boys more at risk of abuse 
A rapid assessment carried out in 38 districts of six southern 
governorates and in Hajjah Governorate in the north, has 
highlighted many child protection issues. 

Among other findings, the assessment showed that boys are 
significantly more at risk of grave child rights violations, with 
85 per cent of the verified child victims of killing, maiming, 
use, recruitment and abduction of children, being boys.  

 

 

 

 

 
More than 46 per cent of Yemenis use water from unimproved 
sources like the well pictured above, according to a new study. 
Photo: Eman/OCHA  

 
Yemeni boys, according to a new 
study, are more at risk of grave child 
rights abuses. Photo: Eman/OCHA. 

 

A new study has found that 
46.5 per cent of Yemenis in 
28 districts use water from 
unimproved sources, 28.3 
per cent use less than 15 
litres a day and 70 per cent 
do not know how to treat 
water. 
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Humanitarian funding requirements to increase 
in 2013 
Urgent, life-saving assistance is still required in many parts of Yemen. But as the 
humanitarian situation has evolved in recent months, it has also become clear that life-
saving programmes must be accompanied by support for early recovery in order to help 
Yemen’s transition to greater stability. Recognizing this shift, humanitarian partners have 
drafted a strategy for 2013 that primarily focuses on people’s most urgent needs, while 
strengthening the early recovery component. The priorities are saving lives, increasing 
resilience, protecting civilians and joint programming in agreed priority areas. This plan 
builds on the 2012 approach, broadening the scope of assistance from IDPs to vulnerable 
populations in larger areas, and adding early recovery initiatives to direct aid delivery. 
This will require a continued prioritization of capacity building for staff.  

The funding requirements in the 2013 Yemen Humanitarian Response Plan (YHRP) are 
expected to increase substantially from the $585 million requested in 2012. The increase 
is driven by several factors, including rising food needs due to high volatility in global food 
prices, a potential increase in child mortality if the current high malnutrition rates are not 
addressed, low water availability of 140 cubic meter person per year, repeated outbreaks 
of epidemics such as measles, dengue and polio, poor quality of education, damaged 
infrastructure and high early recovery needs. 

The 2013 Yemen Humanitarian Response Plan is expected to be launched in mid-
December. The Abyan Response Plan has been integrated into the plan, and the 
Emergency Response Fund (ERF) has been aligned to the funding cycle. This year, the 
number of agencies participating in the response plan has increased to 97 from 66 in 
2012, including some organizations from the Gulf countries, such as Qatari Charity and 
the Saudi Al Awan Foundation. 

One key initiative in the 2013 YHRP is joint programming. With Yemen facing a number 
of inter-related issues, the humanitarian and development communities are looking to 
enhance efficiency and share limited funding through a joint prioritization process.  

The approach is a more targeted and focused response, where partners can address 
common challenges together by enabling the development of common and holistic 
solutions and strengthening strategic collaboration. 

Through this process, partners will be able to conduct joint assessment and needs 
analysis and tackle issues such as access, through joint advocacy. It also allows partners 
to implement, monitor and review progress jointly. 

 

 

 

 

The objectives of the 2013 
Humanitarian Response 
Plan are saving lives, 
increasing resilience and 
early recovery, protecting 
civilians and joint 
programming. 
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Emergency funding and joint assessment  
Emergency Response Fund field monitoring scaled up 
The ERF team has scaled up 
field monitoring missions and 
in November, visited projects 
in Hudaydah and Haradh that 
are being implemented by 
international non-
governmental organizations. 
Further project monitoring will 
be conducted in the south, 
where most funds were spent 
during 2012.   

In collaboration with CARE 
International, the ERF team is 
documenting a human-
interest story based on a 
water and sanitation project in 
Haradh in Hajjah. 

Streamlining assessment strategy 
The number of assessments conducted this year has increased, but there is need to 
address  issues of quality, approach and use of common tools to ensure consistency and 
comparability of needs. An Assessment Technical Working Group is being formed with 
the main humanitarian partners, which, as a first step, will establish a joint assessment 
strategy. The Assessment Technical Working Group, chaired by OCHA, will assume the 
responsibility for inter-cluster and joint analysis which will support inter-cluster 
coordination and the Humanitarian Country Team in decision making and priority setting. 

 

In brief 
Yemen to develop an IDP policy 
The Yemeni Government in conjunction with humanitarian partners is developing a 
national IDP policy. The development of a national IDP policy is a recommended 
benchmark of meeting national responsibility for addressing internal displacement.  

Food getting more expensive  
The wholesale prices of wheat and wheat flour in Yemen increased during September 
2012 by 9 per cent and 5.3 per cent respectively. However, the supply of staple food 
commodities in markets continues to be regular, according to WFP. 

New grant to fund rural households 
The International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) will grant $9.07 million  to 
finance the YemenInvest – Rural Employment Programme that aims to improve the 
economic status of poor rural households.  

ECHO providing €7 million for malnutrition 
The European Commission announced an increase in funding to UNICEF to help combat 
child malnutrition in Yemen, through a donation of a further €3.8 million, bringing total 
ECHO contributions in 2012 to €7 million. 

 

 

 
 

To improve assessments in 
2013, it is necessary to 
address issues of quality, 
systematic approach and 
use of common tools to 
ensure consistency and 
comparability of needs 
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For further information, please contact:  
Raul Rosende, Head of Office, Yemen  rosende@un.org, Tel. (+967) 712 222 207  
Erich Ogoso, Public Information and Advocacy Officer, Yemen  ogoso@un.org, Tel. (+967) 712 222 831 
Signe Jepsen, Humanitarian Affairs Officer  jepsen@un.org, Tel. +1 (917) 367 2334 
OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at yemen.humanitarianresponse.info | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

 

 

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon visits Sana’a 
UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon visited Sana’a on 19 November for a few hours to 
lend support to the national dialogue process. “This process will be Yemeni-led and 
Yemeni-owned. The United Nations together with member states of the international 
community will continue to help,” he said. 

GCC to continue support to Yemen 
The Secretary-General of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), Abdullatif Al-Zayani, 
visited Sana’a on 18 November, affirming the Council’s support to Yemen’ Government. 

 


