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September 15, 2013 (issue # 9) 

 

SUDAN FLOOD SITUATION AND RESPONSE 

 

The following information is partial and reflects only the reports that have been made available to 

the UN. The information below does not reflect the full scope of the flood response in Sudan. Flood-

related information is available and regularly updated online on sudan.humanitarianresponse.info. 

This is the last flash update on flood situation and response in Sudan. Further updates will be 

reported in the regular OCHA Weekly Humanitarian Bulletin. 

 

OVERVIEW 

 

HAC revises upwards the number of flood-affected people in Sudan  

As of 9 September, the Government’s Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) reported that some 

99,980 families are “affected” by floods. Assuming an average family size of five, this amounts to 

approx. 500,000 affected people throughout the country. Significant increases in numbers were 

observed in Khartoum State, West Kordofan, and White Nile. Overall, Khartoum State remains the 

most affected area, followed by El Gezeira and Blue Nile. The increase is due to more rainfalls 

reported in these states. 

 
# State 

 

Number 

of 

Affected 

Families 

Losses Houses Destroyed 

Schools 

Affected Service Utilities  

Death Injuries Totally 

Destroyed 

Partially 

Damaged 

Home 

latrines 

Public 

Latrines 

Health 

Centre 

Water 

Station 

1 Khartoum 36,882 31 44 18,049 18,833 232 22,000 - 20 1 

2 Blue Nile 10,000 1 - 3,000 7,000 91 1,852 1  - 3 

3 South Darfur 3,688 - - 1,170 34  - 1,204 2  -  - 

4 Abyei area 390 - - 150 240 7  -  -  -  - 

5 West 

Kordofan 

8,620 - - 174 306  - 192  -  -  - 

6 Al Jazeera 10,595 21 12 4,058 6,537  - 2,005 220  -  - 

7 Red Sea 4,000 - - 1,264 287  - 1,042 -  -  - 

8 River Nile 3,936 14 4 843 3,093 20 2,134 4  -  - 

9 North Darfur 5,827 4 - 1,365 2,562 29 5,274 2 5  - 

10 White Nile 6,547 3 22 3,277 3,270 39 466 - 20  - 

11 Kassala 1,212 - - 642 957 4 1,200 123  -  - 

12 Gedaref 2,088 - - 217 1,871 43 107 20 1  - 

13 North 904 - 2 233 671 6 500 3  -  - 

14 Sennar 1,780 - - 382 1,390 6 436  -  -  - 

15 North 

Kordofan 

1,200 1 - 400 800 - 405 15  -  - 

16 South 

Kordofan 

587 - - 89 498 2 256 - 5  - 

17 West Darfur 192 - - 192  -  - 192  -  -  - 

18 Central 

Darfur 

1,532 3 - 515 1,016 1 82  -  -  - 

 Total 99,980 78 84 36,020 49,365 480 39,155 194 51 21 
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Clarification: travel permit procedures for Khartoum State 
According to HAC, all organizations that are operational in Khartoum - and this does not mean to 

have only their country offices there - do not need a permit but can directly liaise with their national 

partners to participate in the flood response, either in the assessment, response or monitoring and 

evaluation phase. 

  

Any organization not operational in Khartoum State should contact the Commission for Voluntary 

and Humanitarian Work (CVHW)/HAC and must obtain a clearance.  

  

HAC also reported that the Sudanese Red Crescent Society (SRCS) and the International Federation 

of the Red Cross and Red Crescent (IFRC) have carried out assessments in five states (Khartoum, 

River Nile, Northern, White Nile and El Gazeira). Their report is currently considered by 

the Emergency Committee of the Ministry of Interior. As soon as this report is released, further 

steps will be considered.  

 

HAC also said that the main effort on flood response should gradually move away from Khartoum to 

other affected states, such as White Nile, Blue Nile, and South/West Kordofan. The federal HAC 

Commissioner was in West Kordofan last week to open a HAC office and to visit flood affected 

areas. 

 

Flooding in White Nile due to heavy rains last week 
The international NGO Plan International Sudan reported on 11 September that 81 villages in Guli 

locality were badly affected by floods following heavy rains. Some 2,700 houses were totally 

destroyed while 3,700 houses were partially damaged. Other facilities, including classrooms, 

teacher’s dormitories and latrines, were damaged. According to HAC and Plan International Sudan, 

flooded areas in White Nile State remain difficult to reach, thus the full extent of flood damage is not 

yet known until the flood waters recede. 

   

The National Flood Task Force regularly meets to discuss flood response 

The Government of Sudan is leading and coordinating the overall emergency response. The National 

Flood Task Force was activated by the Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) on 18 August and is 

currently meeting every Wednesday at 16:00 hrs. at HAC Offices in Khartoum.  
 

FLOOD RESPONSE 

 

Education 
 

As of 9 September, HAC reported that 480 schools in 12 states were damaged/affected by the 

floods—232 of which are in Khartoum State.  

 

During 26 – 29 August, the Education Sector conducted a sector joint assessment of 200 flood-

affected schools in five flood-affected localities (Sharg Elneil, Karari, Jebel Aulia, Umbada and 

Bahri). The most urgent priorities identified in all areas were the provision of gender-sensitive 

latrines and water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) facilities in schools; restoration of access through 

temporary learning spaces and repair/rehabilitation to damaged classrooms; and provision of 

emergency education and recreational materials. 

 

In response, UNICEF targeted 55 schools in Karari and Sharg Elneil localities. UNICEF has released 

supplies, including 200 student kits, 50 recreational kits, 29 classroom kits; and 624 plastic 

tarpaulins. In addition, funding has been released to the Ministry of Education for the procurement 

of 110 tents for 55 learning spaces which will benefit approximately 4,500 children. 

 

Details on the Education sector joint assessment of 200 flood-affected schools in Khartoum are 

available online at https://sudan.humanitarianresponse.info/assessment-registry 
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In Kadugli, South Kordofan, teaching and learning materials, as well as plastic sheets and plastic 

mats, were distributed to seven schools to reach approximately 11,000 children. In addition, five 

temporary learning spaces benefitting 250 girls received educational materials. 

 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) and Health 
According to the Ministry of Health (MoH), around 1,665 water sources out of 2,024 have been 

chlorinated while 127 out of the targeted 137 garbage collection campaigns have been implemented. 

In addition, 3,734 larvae breeding sites have been sprayed and treated. 

 

In Khartoum State, 1,048 water points and 38,581water sources at household level have been 

chlorinated on daily basis by the State MoH providing safe water to about 250,000 people. Water 

trucking by WES is ongoing with UNICEF support. On a daily basis, 40,000 litres of water are 

provided to benefit 6,000 people. In addition, the Khartoum State Water Cooperation has provided 

20,000 liters of water per day to some 3,000 people in Karari and Sharg Elneil localities. 

 

Disinfection of collapsed latrines has been carried out by health partners with technical support from 

the sector. The MoH has provided 200 plastic slabs and 150 plastic sheets to 200 families for 

constructing household latrines. The construction of 100 communal latrines in Karari and Sharg 

Elneil localities (50 each) is ongoing. In addition, the international NGO Catholic Relief Service 

(CRS) is constructing 200 latrines and 10 solid waste pits in Khartoum. 

 

Hygiene promotion activities by trained personnel, including members of Nafeer, a group of young 

local volunteers, the national NGOs Labena, Alrahma and Alsalam Organisation for Rehabilitation 

and Development (AORD) are ongoing in Khartoum. On 8 September, 120 hygiene promoters 

launched a 30-day hygiene campaign. Some 19,500 people have been reached by key hygiene 

messages and received soap, water cups and chlorine tablets.  Furthermore, 1,000 families have 

received hygiene kits. 

 

In Blue Nile State, water tankering by WES is ongoing for 1,306 flood-affected families staying at 

the former UNMIS compound where the construction of 20 emergency pit latrines, hygiene 

promotion sessions as well as soap distribution are on-going. 865 household latrines have been 

disinfected. In other flood-affected areas in Roseires and Damazine localities, WES, UNICEF and 

the SMoH have conducted over 7,300 home visits and distributed some posters and leaflets to ensure 

adequate household hygiene awareness. 

 

In South Kordofan, chlorination of water sources is ongoing while 256 latrines have been 

disinfected. Construction of 77 latrines for vulnerable families has been completed while some 800 

WASH materials for constructing emergency pit latrines have been distributed in Abu Jubeiha. 

WES, UNICEF and the SMoH are conducting home visits to disseminate hygiene messages and 

distributing soaps. 

 

In Guli locality of White Nile State, some 4,500 plastic sheets, 425 mosquito nets and some food 

items have so far been distributed by the Government, Kuwait Relief Charity Organization and Plan 

International Sudan. Water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) activities such as vector control 

campaign and chlorination of water have been conducted.  

 

The sector prepositioned sufficient numbers of Primary Health Kits, Rapid Response Kits, Basic 

Health Kits, and Reproductive Health Kits throughout the country to respond to the current flooding. 

As of 8 September, 119 emergency clinics, out of 132 needed, are operational. 

 

Emergency Shelter and Non-Food Items 

Since 27 August, HAC established a total of 68,000 households in need. As 3 September, some 

29,000 households were assisted by the sector while NFI assistance to another 13,000 households 

was in the pipeline. However, with increased caseload of flood-affected people, further NFI 

assistance is being mobilized by the Government of Sudan who received in-kind donations from 

various governments and organizations.   
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Non-food assistance consisted of one (or two) plastic sheet(s), a plastic mat, one jerry can, two 

blankets and one cooking set, or a tent, depending on the sector partner. Female headed households 

and other vulnerable groups were given priority during identification, verification and the 

distribution process.  

 

Direct Government Support 
The Government has continued its support to flood affected people in need by raising another 20 

million Sudanese Pounds last week to provide emergency shelters and non-food items.   

 

Available HAC reports on flood situation and response are available online at 

https://sudan.humanitarianresponse.info/emergencies/floods-2013 

 

 


