
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

 
   
   

 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 Over 28,000 South Sudanese 

refugees arrived in Sudan 

during first half of May 2017; 

total number of SS refugees 

since Dec 2013 is over 

417,000. 

 Some 85,500 IDPs, refugees 

and returnees were registered 

by IOM in April in parts of 

Darfur and Kordofan. 

 Water supply level at Sortony 

IDP site, North Darfur increases 

to 12.5 from 8 litres per person 

daily following interventions by 

partners. 

 Classes in 15 schools in El 

Neem IDP camp in East Darfur 

are overcrowded, with 80-110 

students per classroom. 
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# people in need 
in Sudan  
(2017 HNO) 

4.8 million  

# people in need 
in Darfur  
(2017 HNO)  

3 million 
 

 

GAM caseload 
(2017 HNO) 

2.2 million 
 

South Sudanese 
refugees in 
Sudan - since 15 
Dec 2013 
(registered by 
UNHCR) - as of 
15 May 2017 

417,489 

Other refugees 
and asylum 
seekers 
(registered by 
UNHCR) - as of 
31 March 2017 

144,866 

FUNDING 

566.8 million 
US$ received in 2016 
 

 

58.3%  
Reported funding  
(as of 21 May 2017) 
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Over 417,000 South Sudanese refugees in Sudan 
The UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) reported that the total number of South Sudanese 
refugees in Sudan since conflict broke out in December 2013 is over 417,000, of whom 
over 28,000 refugees arrived in the first two weeks of May. In 2017, almost 137,000 
refugees arrived from South Sudan, which is more than the total number of arrivals during 
2016, according to UNHCR.  

During the first half of May, almost 20,000 refugees sought shelter and assistance in 
Sudan as a result of ongoing hostilities in Kodok in South Sudan’s Upper Nile State. This 
includes 13,645 refugees in White Nile, and a further 5,261 in South Kordofan. This latest 
influx has put additional pressure on service provision in camps and settlement sites, 
prompting UNHCR and partners to step up efforts to achieve minimum emergency 
standards as quickly as possible. In the interim, some of the most critical needs are in 
reception centres, including the provision of health and water, sanitation and hygiene 
services. UNHCR has pre-positioned non-food items and needs are being immediately 
addressed. 
Contingency plans 
have also been 
developed to respond 
to possible further 
influxes; according to 
newly arrived 
refugees, many 
people are reportedly 
on their way to Sudan 
from Attara, Fashoda 
and Kaka in Upper 
Nile, South Sudan.  

Some 9,000 South 
Sudanese refugees 
arrived in East Darfur 
and South Darfur 
states between 1-15 
May, according to 
UNHCR. 

Regional response plan for South Sudanese refugees, $221.7m for Sudan  

On 15 May, UNHCR and the World Food Programme (WFP) launched in Geneva a 
revised Regional Refugee Response Plan (RRRP) for South Sudan urging donors to step 
up support for people fleeing South Sudan. Humanitarian agencies are seeking US$1.4 
billion to provide life-saving aid to 1.8 million South Sudanese refugees in the six 
neighbouring countries, including Sudan, until the end of 2017.  

The Sudan portion of the RRRP is less than 10 per cent funded, according to UNHCR. 
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South Sudanese refugee women at Dar Batti settlement, South Kordofan (2017, UNHCR) 

Cover photo of the Regional Refugee Response Plan for South Sudan (May 2017, UNHCR) 
 

http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/download.php?id=3183
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The 2017 Regional RRP for South Sudan had initially planned for 330,000 South 
Sudanese refugees arriving in Sudan by the end of the year. However, their total number 
in Sudan had already reached 376,000 by 30 April 2017, surpassing the planned figure in 
the first quarter of the year. In light of the accelerated pace of the influx, RRP partners 
agreed to undertake a revision to increase the total planning figure to 477,000 by year-
end. This increase in the planning figure was the basis for the revision of the Sudan 
chapter of the Regional RRP. 

High acute malnutrition rates among refugee children in White Nile 

UNHCR’s revised RRRP states 
that increased food assistance to 
South Sudanese refugees 
remains of paramount 
importance, as a nutrition 
assessment carried out across 
refugee sites in White Nile State 
(October 2016) identified a 
Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) 
rate higher than 15 per cent, as 
well as a Severe Acute 
Malnutrition (SAM) prevalence of 
over 2 per cent (critical). The 
nutritional status of South 
Sudanese refugees remains a 
pressing concern, as those 
entering Sudan are coming from areas currently facing emergency levels of acute 
malnutrition (Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) Phase 4). Furthermore, 
in some sites in White Nile, 40 per cent of the population is food insecure according to 
WFP’s recent household food security assessment, while 54-94 per cent of camp-based 
South Sudanese refugees cannot afford to buy food, due to high prices.  

The main drivers of food insecurity are the lack of livelihood opportunities, limited access 
to cooking fuel, restriction of movement in some areas, high prices on local commodities 
and limited access to land for farming, according to UNHCR. In some cases, refugees are 
sharing their food with others, or are forced to sell a portion to meet other needs, which 
effectively reduces their ration. 

Sudan’s response to South Sudanese refugee influx 

The Government of Sudan maintains an open border to receive South Sudanese 
refugees and guarantees their safety in Sudan, in line with Sudan’s commitments to 
refugees under international refugee law. South Sudanese refugees in general have been 
able to move freely in hosting states, and access some employment opportunities and 
public services.  

In September 2016, the Sudanese Government recognised South Sudanese as refugees, 
following the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding with UNHCR. The Government 
has encouraged an early recovery and development approach alongside the 
humanitarian response for South Sudanese refugees. This will provide opportunities to 
enhance solutions for refugees, and provide much-needed support to refugee-hosting 
communities. However, there is currently limited funding support to address the 
humanitarian needs of vulnerable refugees in Sudan, which is having an impact on their 
ability to cope. In the absence of adequate assistance and in the face of continuing influx, 
South Sudanese refugees’ coping strategies are further limited and some may seek to 
move onwards to improve their situation, or be at risk of being targeted by traffickers. 

Overall, the South Sudanese refugee crisis is a children’s emergency, with children 
making up over 65 per cent of the refugee population, and the majority of refugees 
(approximately 88 per cent) are women and children. 

 

 

South Sudanese refugees at Al Waral site, White Nile (2017, UNHCR) 
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IOM registration of IDPs, returnees and refugees in 
April 2017 

The International Organization for Migration (IOM) in Sudan reported in its April 2017 
Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) Fact Sheet that about 85,500 individuals, including 
internally displaced persons (IDPs), returnees and refugees, were registered by IOM’s 
teams in April in Central, North and South Darfur and South and West Kordofan states. In 
addition, more than 920 individuals were tracked in different localities in South Kordofan 
State. DTM is IOM’s primary tool to track and monitor displacement and population 
movements in over 40 countries around the world, including Sudan. 

About 52,700 IDPs registered in April 2017 

During the past month, IOM registered about 52,700 IDPs in Darfur, of which 85 per cent 
were from the old caseload who were displaced during 2016 from Jebel Marra. From the 
2016 caseload, 24,613 IDPs were registered in Tawilla locality, North Darfur and 20,402 
IDPs were registered in Nertiti locality, Central Darfur.  

Additionally, 7,554 new IDPs who fled their homes in East Darfur and arrived between 17 
February and 8 March in El Lait locality, North Darfur were registered in April. UNHCR 
has provided essential household items to these 7,554 new IDPs registered by IOM. 
These IDPs had fled their villages in East Darfur State due to inter-communal conflict 
between farmers and pastoralists and sought refuge in four locations in El Lait locality. 
Between 12 and 21 May, WFP through the Sudanese Red Crescent Society (SRCS) 
completed the distribution of 267 metric tonnes of emergency food for new IDPs in El Lait. 

In January 2017, the Government of Sudan extended its unilateral cessation of hostilities 
for six months across Sudan, including in Darfur. Some armed movements have 
extended their unilateral cessation of hostilities for six months starting from April 2017.  

Following improved access for verification of displacement in Darfur (mainly in Central 
Darfur) during the first quarter of 2017, the 2016 displacement figures have been revised. 
In 2016, approximately 158,600 people were newly displaced across Darfur, according to 
the UN and partners. Up to an additional 6,000 people were also reportedly displaced (in 
addition to about 122,600 who were displaced in 2016 and have reportedly returned), but 
the UN and partners have been unable to verify these figures due to a lack of access to 
the relevant locations. 

Over 10,000 returnees registered in Darfur in April 

Meanwhile, IOM teams registered 10,229 returnees in April, including 4,385 in Otash 
village, South Darfur and 5,844 returnees were registered in nine localities in North Darfur 
State. Most of the returnees in Otash village, South Darfur, had returned from Otash 
camp; whereas returnees in North Darfur had returned either from Chad or from other 
areas of North Darfur. The registered returnees said their return is permanent and that 
they do not plan to go back to their areas of displacement. 

According to the 2017 Humanitarian Needs Overview (HNO), about 195,500 people (both 
refugee and IDP returns) returned to their areas of origin in Darfur in 2014-2016. 
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registered by IOM in 

April in parts of Darfur 

and Kordofan  
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http://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-2017-humanitarian-needs-overview-dec-2016
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Increase in water supply at Sortony IDP site, North 
Darfur 
The UN Children Fund (UNICEF) and partners report that the amount of safe drinking 
water supplied to IDPs in Sortony IDP site in North Darfur has increased and is currently 
at 270,000 litres or 12.5 litres per person per day (a 59 per cent increase from a few days 
earlier). The improvement in the water supply is attributed to a set of measures 
implemented by water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) sector partners operating in 
Sortony, including the provision of two additional trucks rented by UNICEF that arrived in 
Sortony on 19 May. These two trucks started operating on 20 May. In the meantime, the 
international NGO Oxfam America will have three additional water trucks in Sortony 
(20,000 litres capacity each truck) shortly. 

These efforts are expected to improve the water supply in Sortony IDP site and to 
effectively bridge the current water supply gap, ensuring that the level meets SPHERE 
standards. Furthermore, a joint team comprising the government’s Water and 
Environmental Sanitation Department and UNICEF is currently in Sortony and will carry 
out a thorough review of the existing water supply infrastructure, as well as formalizing 
arrangements for water 
trucking from the nearby 
Kube water sources.  

The reduction in ground water 
levels in the nearby wadi 
(seasonal riverbed) Khor Tui 
due to seasonal fluctuation 
has resulted in a significant 
reduction of water quantity 
supplied to IDPs over the 
previous week. There are 
21,553 IDPs from Jebel Marra 
in Sortony who arrived in the 
area mainly during the first 
half of 2016 seeking shelter 
and assistance. 

Schools in El Neem IDP camp in East Darfur 
overcrowded 

Humanitarian partners report that there are several challenges with regard to education 
for IDP children in El Neem IDP camp in East Darfur State. Classes are extremely 
overcrowded in the camp’s 15 basic schools, with some 80 to 110 students per 
classroom. In total, there are about 17,500 students (55 per cent are girls) in these 15 
schools.  

According to the executive committee of the camp, there is a lack of gender-sensitive 
latrines in seven schools. Also, due to overcrowding of classes and lack of space, a 
number of students were not enrolled last year. An additional 24 classrooms are needed 
to enrol more than 1,200 children in the first grade. The existing 110 classrooms are 
constructed using local materials, which need to be supported by plastic sheets to cover 
the roof. The new school year will start in mid-August 2017, part way through the rainy 
season. 

El Neem camp is one of the largest IDP camps in East Darfur state and hosts some 
46,000 people, including more than 19,000 school age children, according to 
humanitarian partners. Overall, there are about 106,500 children in need of education 
assistance in East Darfur and an additional 38,000 South Sudanese refugee children of 
school age, according to 2017 HNO. 
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Aid staff providing water to IDPs at Sortony IDP site D (2016, UNAMID)  
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