
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• The Tripartite is still waiting 

for approval to deliver 

humanitarian assistance in 

SPLM-N areas in South 

Kordofan and Blue Nile.  

•  New report by FAO, WFP 

and IFAD states that the 

proportion of undernourished 

people in Sudan has 

decreased by 6.4 per cent 

over the past 20 years.  

• 2012 sorghum production is 

expected to be more than 

double the 2011 harvest and 

about 15 per cent above the 

2007-2011 average. 

 

  

Refugees in 
Sudan (UNHCR) 

139,000 

Sudanese 
refugees from 
Blue Nile in 
Ethiopia 
(UNHCR) 

38,669 

Sudanese 
refugees from 
Blue Nile and 
South Kordofan 
in South Sudan 
(UNHCR) 

175,224 

  

  

1.1 billion 
requested (US$) 

 

51% funded 
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Tripartite still waiting for green light  

In South Kordofan and Blue Nile states, humanitarian organisations have been 
negotiating intensively for access to all conflict-affected civilians since the fighting began 
in June 2011. In Government-controlled areas, a significant amount of assistance has 
been provided by the Government and national institutions, with support from 
international humanitarian organisations, in spite of the security situation and restrictions 
on the movements of international staff. In Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-North 
(SPLM-N) areas, no humanitarian staff have been able to enter from within Sudan and no 
food aid has been delivered, despite intensive negotiations that have been going on now 
for more than 16 months. 
The United Nations has not been able to independently assess or verify humanitarian 
needs in SPLM-N areas. Meanwhile, humanitarian organisations remain extremely 
concerned by reports from various sources, including refugees arriving in South Sudan 
and Ethiopia, indicating that civilians are continuing to suffer immensely from the ongoing 
fighting and insecurity. Reports also indicate that there are serious food shortages in 
SPLM-N areas, and lack of adequate health care and other basic services.  

UNHCR reports that 175,000 refugees have fled to South Sudan and that another 38,000 
have been registered in Ethiopia. According to the Government Humanitarian Aid 
Commission (HAC), in Government-controlled areas in South Kordofan and Blue Nile, the 
number of people displaced or severely affected by the conflict by the end of June 2012 
was 275,000 (207,000 in South Kordofan and 68,000 in Blue Nile). In addition, for the 
SPLM-N controlled 
areas, information 
from various sources 
indicates that there 
are an estimated 
420,000 people who 
are severely affected 
(350,000 in South 
Kordofan and 70,000 
in Blue Nile). The UN 
has no presence in 
SPLM-N areas and 
has not been able to 
independently verify 
these figures. This 
brings the estimated 
number of people 
displaced or severely 
affected by this 16-
month conflict to 
908,000.  
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Children in Darfur receiving nutritional supplements (Nureldin/UNICEF) 
 

Sudanese refugee children in South Sudan (Rulashe/UNHCR) 
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Efforts to gain access to war-affected civilians have been relentless. In January 2012, 
following two rejected 
UN proposals, the African Union, the League of Arab States and the United Nations 
formed the “Tripartite Initiative” to work with both parties to secure humanitarian 
assistance to conflict-affected civilians in the two states.  On 9 February 2012, the 
Tripartite issued a ”Joint Proposal for Access to Provide and Deliver Humanitarian 
Assistance to War-Affected Civilians in South Kordofan and Blue Nile States.”  The 
SPLM-N agreed to the proposal on 16 February and the Government of Sudan agreed to 
the proposal on 27 June.   
At the beginning of August, the Government and the SPLM-N signed two separate 
Memoranda of Understanding with the Tripartite to facilitate the delivery of humanitarian 
assistance to civilians in areas of SPLM-N activity. Despite various different detailed 
action plans that have been presented by the Tripartite since then, neither the 
Government nor the SPLM-N have yet formally agreed on a concrete plan of action for 
assessment and delivery of aid. The Tripartite has made clear that it is ready to facilitate 
the immediate provision and distribution of humanitarian assistance once the Government 
and the SPLM-N agree to the plan and provide the necessary security guarantees. 

Shelling of Kadugli town by SPLM-N 

Between 8 and 10 October five mortar shells hit Kadugli town, capital of South Kordofan 
State. Two mortars landed, without exploding, in the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 
compound in Kadugli, while others hit a local police station and a school, according to the 
media. A spokesman for the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) told local media that six 
civilians, including women and children, were killed and 22 others injured. All staff in the 
UNICEF compound, which also hosts offices of other UN agencies, were temporarily 
relocated to the UN Interim Security Force for Abyei (UNISFA) team site approximately 
20 km from Kadugli town. The SPLM-N issued a statement claiming responsibility for the 
attacks, which SPLM-N said was in retaliation to ground and air attacks by the Sudan 
Armed Forces (SAF) in Daluka and Heiban in South Kordofan, and Surkam in Blue Nile 
State in September. The SPLM-N reports that the attack on Surkam led to the 
displacement of 6,000 people. These figures have not been verified as UN agencies have 
not been able to access many areas, including those controlled by SPLM-N.  

Peace conference in South Kordofan 

The attack on Kadugli coincided with a peace forum in Kadugli. The ‘Together for Peace 
Conference’ was held by the Government in Kadugli between 8 and 10 October, with 
technical support from the UN Development Programme (UNDP), and was attended by 
over 1,100 participants from the Government, civil society, native administration and 
political parties. The forum called for the SPLM-N to join the peace process and urged the 
immediate cessation of hostilities between the SPLM-N and SAF. The participants also 
called for the implementation of the agreements signed by the Governments of Sudan 
and South Sudan in Addis Ababa in late September, for the immediate disarmament, 
demobilisation and reintegration of ex-combatants, and called for the opening of livestock 
migration corridors and the establishment of a migratory route police. 

Inter-tribal fighting in Reif Asharqi locality 
The Government’s Voluntary Return and Resettlement Commission (VRRC) reported on 
11 October that inter-tribal fighting in Rokap village in Reif Asharqi locality, South 
Kordofan left one farmer dead and property, including cattle, was looted. Due to fears of 
retaliation for the killing of the farmer, Government troops have been deployed and the 
200 residents of the village have been relocated to El Kuok village. Government 
authorities are working with tribal leaders to peacefully resolve the issue.  

Assistance to conflict-affected people in Blue Nile State  
According to the State Ministry of Health (SMoH), jaundice symptoms have been 
detected in Agadi village in Tadamon locality (west of Ed Damazine town). Following the 
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reports, a team of government health workers, with support from the WASH sector, 
distributed one month’s supply of chlorine to 1,683 households and 4,500 pieces of soap 
for 1,800 people.  Six and hygiene awareness sessions were also conducted for a total of 
1,200 people. The Directorate of Animal Resources in Ed Damazine, with support from 
FAO, is providing veterinary extension and vaccinating 56,000 heads of livestock in Ed 
Damazine and El Roseires localities. A similar campaign is ongoing in Tadamon and Bau 
localities.  

18 million Sudanese undernourished 
On 9 October, the UN 
Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO), the 
International Fund for 
Agricultural Development 
(IFAD) and the World 
Food Programme (WFP) 
issued "the State of Food 
Insecurity in the World 
2012" report that presents 
estimates of chronic 
undernourishment for the 
last two decades based on 
an improved methodology 
and data.  

While nearly 870 million 
people globally, or one in eight, were suffering from chronic undernourishment in 2010-
2012, figures for Sudan show that 18 million people or 39.4 per cent of the population 
were undernourished. The report findings indicate that between 1990-1992 and 2010-
2012, the proportion of undernourished people in Sudan had decreased by 6.4 per cent.  

Key figures on undernourishment in Sudan 
Source: The State of Food Insecurity in the World 2012 report 
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Measuring nutritional status of children in Darfur (Nureldin/UNICEF) 
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Food security expected to improve with new harvest - FAO 
On 10 October, a new Sudan brief by FAO’s Global Information and Early Warning 
System (GIEWS) indicated that the 2012 sorghum and millet harvests are expected to 
start from late October and that production prospects are favourable. The 2012 sorghum 
production is expected to be more than double the 2011 harvest and about 15 per cent 
above the 2007-2011 average. Good rains between June and August had a positive 
impact on crop growth and pastures for livestock. The report states overall food security 
conditions are expected to improve with the beginning of the new harvest.  
In Darfur, the number of food insecure people is expected to decrease by approximately 
one third due to the good production prospects and improved access to land for IDPs. 
However, food insecurity is likely to persist in conflict-affected areas of the Blue Nile, 
South Kordofan and North Darfur States as well as among poor households in Red Sea 
and Kassala states. 

“Food for Seed Protection” distributions in East Darfur 
The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) has distributed a total of 1,250 
metric tons (MT) of food items, including sorghum, beans, sugar, oil and salt to about 
75,000 people in 25 villages in East Darfur in the localities of Ed Daein, Adila, Abu 
Karinka and Shearia as part of its “Food for Seed Protection” programme. The 
programme aims to boost food security and avoid the consumption of seeds stocks by 
providing farmers with sufficient food supplies to last until the new harvest. 
Meanwhile, the international NGO United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) has 
distributed seeds to some 17,500 people from communities in Ed Daein, Bahr el Arab, 
Assalaya, Abu Jabra, El Fardus and Abu Karinka localities and to some 460 displaced 
people in Al Firdos IDP camp, in East Darfur.  

Support to returnees in Darfur continues 

This week, the international NGO Catholic Relief Services (CRS) distributed shelter 
materials to some 900 people who had returned to Anjim village in El Geneina locality, 
West Darfur State earlier. Humanitarian organisations on the ground report that the 
returnees lack shelter and access to basic services. In late 2011, UNHCR conducted an 
assessment in Anjim village and reported that about 4,000 people had spontaneously 
returned between March and September 2011 from various IDP camps in Darfur, Chad 
and from areas along the Chad-Sudan border. 
According to HAC in West Darfur, approximately 80,000 people have returned to their 
villages of origin in West Darfur. HAC also reports that there are 21 IDP camps in West 
Darfur hosting some 314,000 displaced people.  

UN Habitat supports sustainable returns by building houses in Darfur 
In South Darfur, the United Nations Human Settlements Programme, implemented by UN 
Habitat with the support of UNHCR, is constructing 60 houses in Sakli return village (1km 
south of Nyala town) to assist 60 extremely vulnerable displaced households. In 2011, 43 
houses were completed and handed over to the new owners. Humanitarian assessments 
in return areas indicate that returnees face significant challenges, including a lack of 
sustainable basic services and viable livelihood opportunities. In order to ensure that 
returns are sustainable UN Habitat is supporting the construction of four health centres in 
the return villages of Dakar Halal and Marra in Bielel locality, Mosie in Nyala locality, and 
in Marshang village in Marshang locality. 

Civilian displacement of 1,500 people in North Darfur 
Reports of the displacement of an estimated 1,500 people from the villages of Taradona, 
Khartoum Jadeed, Kushine and Hillat Deba to Dali, Tawila and Rwanda IDP camps in 
North Darfur reported in the previous weekly humanitarian bulletin should be attributed to 
leaders of displaced communities rather than the Sudanese Red Crescent Society 
(SRCS). 

75,000 people in 
East Darfur receive 
food for seed 
protection assistance 
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80,000 people have 
returned to their 
villages in West 
Darfur, according to 
HAC   
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Global day for girls highlights child marriage 

The first International Day of Girl Child was marked on 11 October as designated by the 
UN General Assembly in November 2011. This day celebrates the power of girls and their 
rights while at the same time bringing attention to the challenges faced by girls every day.  
These include complications with pregnancy and childbirth, which remain the leading 
cause of death for girls aged between 15-19 years. According to a joint statement from 
UNICEF, the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) and UN Women this explains the focus on 
preventing child marriages to reduce the risk of maternal death and disabilities.  
According to UN agency reports, girls’ vulnerability increases in humanitarian settings 
when traditional family and social structures are disrupted, with girls more susceptible to 
discrimination, violence and child or early marriage. In some humanitarian crises, child 
marriage has been used by families as a protection strategy against sexual violence. 
Furthermore, displacement and poverty can contribute to child and early marriage. As 
one displaced woman in Darfur explained, “I cannot afford to keep her, so I have to agree 
to marry her”.  
In Sudan, according to the State of Sudanese Children Report issued jointly in 
September 2011 by Sudan’s National Council on Child Welfare (NCCW) and UNICEF, 
more than one in three Sudanese women marries before the age of 18 and one in ten 
before the age of 15, with women in rural areas and in the poorest quintile at greater risk 
of early marriage. Estimates of child marriage range from as high as 50 to 60 per cent in 
South Darfur and Blue Nile, to 20 to 30 per cent in Northern, River Nile, Khartoum and 
Gezira states. 

Percentage of early marriages (before 18) in Sudan by state 
Source: The State of Sudanese Children 2011 (issued September 2012) 
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