
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Four UNAMID peacekeepers 

killed in an ambush in West 

Darfur. 

• More than 1,500 people 

newly displaced in Eastern 

Jebel Marra, Darfur.  

• National meningitis 

campaign launched in parts 

of Sudan, targeting 17 million 

people. 

• Sorghum exports to South 

Sudan to resume, while FAO 

expects good cereal harvests 

this year.  

 

 

 

  

Refugees in 
Sudan (UNHCR) 

139,000 

Sudanese 
refugees from 
Blue Nile in 
Ethiopia 
(UNHCR) 

38,669 

Sudanese 
refugees from 
Blue Nile and 
South Kordofan 
in South Sudan 
(UNHCR) 

174,565 

  

  

1.1 billion 
requested (US$) 

 

51% funded 
 

Refugee influx to Yida continues. P.1

Vaccination in ‘meningitis belt’ P.2

Good harvest prospects - FAO P.3

Flood response in Darfur P.4

 

New civilian displacement in Darfur  

According to reports received by the UN, armed clashes between the Sudan Armed 
Forces (SAF) and armed movements took place in the Eastern Jebel Marra region of 
Darfur this week. According to the Sudanese Red Crescent Society (SRCS), the fighting 
resulted in the displacement of 1,500 people from the villages of Taradona, Khartoum 
Jadeed, Kushine and Hillat Deba to Dali, Tawila and Rwanda IDP camps in North Darfur. 
Humanitarian organisations have been unable to access the areas of Kebkabiya, Tawila, 
Fanga Suk and Shangil Tobaya due to the clashes.  

Four UNAMID peacekeepers killed in West Darfur 

On 2 October, four African Union - UN Mission in Darfur (UNAMID) peacekeepers were 
killed and eight others injured when their patrol was ambushed by armed gunmen 
approximately 2km from the UNAMID base in El Geneina, West Darfur. Government 
authorities are investigating the incident. Since the initial deployment of UNAMID on 31 
December 2007, 42 peacekeepers have been killed as a result of hostile actions.  

More refugees flee to Yida, South Sudan 
The UN Refugee 
Agency (UNHCR) 
reports that during 
last week about 100 
Sudanese refugees 
from South Kordofan 
have been arriving 
daily in Yida camp, 
South Sudan. With 
the end of the rainy 
season approaching 
and the roads from 
Sudan to South 
Sudan reopening, 
UNHCR is expecting 
an increasing 
number of refugees 
to arrive in Yida.  

According to UNHCR, there are over 174,000 refugees from South Kordofan and Blue 
Nile in South Sudan’s Unity and Upper Nile states. This includes 65,700 refugees in Unity 
State, of whom 63,500 are in Yida, and almost 109,000 refugees, mainly from Blue Nile, 
in camps in Upper Nile State. The number of Sudanese refugees, mainly from Blue Nile, 
in Ethiopia’s Assosa region remains around 38,700.  
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Women and children at MSF clinic in Umm Baru, North Darfur (UN) 
 

Refugees from South Kordofan in Yida camp, South Sudan (K.Mahoney/UNHCR) 
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Assistance to conflict-affected people in South Kordofan continues 

The World Food Programme (WFP) reported this week that a WFP team jointly with 
representatives of the Government’s Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) and SRCS 
flew to Talodi in South Kordofan on 27 September on a UN Humanitarian Air Services 
(UNHAS) flight. The joint team conducted the September general food distribution for 
some 13,000 people in Talodi during 28-30 September. 

During the reporting week, the Government’s Water and Environmental Sanitation 
Department (WES) and its national NGO partners completed needs assessments in 
several locations in South Kordofan’s Rashad and El Abassiya localities to provide 2,750 
conflict-affected people with access to portable water and sanitation. In Dalami locality, 
some 2,600 people were provided medical services by the national NGO Mubadiroon with 
support from the World Health Organization (WHO) and the UN Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF).  

In Kuroro village in Habila locality, the national NGO Friends of Peace Development 
Organization (FPDO) and the State Ministry of Education - with support from UNICEF - 
completed the construction of a school that will benefit 350 children. The construction of 
the school was funded by the Common Humanitarian Fund (CHF). FPDO has also 
received CHF funds to conduct mine risk education (MRE) activities in 10 schools in 
South Kordofan’s capital, Kadugli, benefitting some 2,500 people. In addition, the national 
NGO Sibro received CHF funds to conduct MRE sessions in two schools targeting 420 
students in Kadugli town. 

Meningitis vaccination campaign kicks off 
A nationwide meningitis 
vaccination campaign was 
launched across Sudan on 7 
October and will run until 18 
October 2012. The campaign 
is targeting 17 million people 
aged between 1 and 29 years.  

According to the Federal 
Ministry of Health, an average 
of 700 to 1,000 people 
contract meningitis in Sudan 
every year. WHO reports that 
there have been 524 cases of 
meningitis and 26 deaths 
reported during the meningitis 
season in Sudan this year. 
This year’s campaign – the first of a two phase drive – will target people in the states of 
Darfur, Blue Nile, Khartoum, Gezira, Sennar and Gedaref. The second phase will be 
conducted in the second quarter of 2013 and will cover the rest of the country.     

Campaign part of efforts to vaccinate 50 million people in ‘meningitis belt’ 

The campaign is a joint effort between the Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization 
(GAVI), WHO, UNICEF and the Meningitis Vaccine Project. GAVI is a global health 
partnership of public and private sector organisations dedicated to “immunisation for all”. 
Its mission is to save children’s lives and protect people’s health by increasing access to 
immunisation in poor countries. The Sudan meningitis vaccination campaign is part of 
GAVI’s campaign to vaccinate 50 million people in seven African countries in the area 
known as the ‘meningitis belt’, mainly Benin, Cameroon, Chad, Ghana, Nigeria, Senegal 
and Sudan. According to GAVI, the ‘meningitis belt’ is prone to severe outbreaks of 
meningitis every seven to 14 years putting up to 430 million people at risk. In 1996, 
Africa’s ‘meningitis belt’ region faced a serious meningitis epidemic - 250,000 people 
contracted the disease resulting in 25,000 deaths and 50,000 people being disabled. 

 

A child is being vaccinated against meningitis in Khartoum State (WHO) 
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Meningitis Cases in Sudan 2000 – 2012 (Source: WHO Sudan) 

 

Above average cereal harvest anticipated 

According to the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), Sudan’s cereal production this 
year is anticipated to be slightly above average due to good rains. Harvesting of the main 
cereal crops will start in mid-October. This follows a poor harvest in many parts of Sudan 
last year, when rainfall was lower and more erratic. 

The USAID-funded Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET) states that 
sorghum is the staple food for the majority of poor households in central and eastern 
Sudan, millet is the main staple food for Darfur and Kordofan regions, while wheat is the 
staple food for northern states, including Khartoum. 

Cereal prices continue to decline for a second month  

The FEWS NET Sudan Price Bulletin issued in October indicates that nominal prices of 
sorghum in Khartoum have remained at record high levels in August, while in other 
markets prices have declined from 4 to 15 per cent compared to July. Wheat prices in 
Khartoum declined slightly between July and September, while millet prices in El Fasher 
and Nyala declined by 25 per cent during the same period. According to FAO, the recent 
reduction in cereal prices is probably due to the release of stocks by traders in 
anticipation of a good harvest this year, and improved humanitarian aid distribution in 
some conflict-affected areas. FAO has revised down the number of people in need of 
food assistance in Sudan from 4.7 million in June to 4.3 million in October.  

Meanwhile, national media reports indicated this week that Sudan will resume exports of 
sorghum to South Sudan following the signing of a trade agreement between the two 
countries in Addis Ababa last week. Cross-border trade with South Sudan was banned by 
the Government of Sudan in March 2012 following increased tension in border areas. The 
closure of borders has significantly contributed to increasing food prices in neighbouring 
areas of South Sudan that traditionally depend on Sudan for food imports and other 
products, including fuel. The border closure has also affected the livelihoods of Sudanese 
traders and farmers who had been involved in cross-border trade.  

Efforts underway to end the use of child soldiers 
This week the Sudanese Media Centre (SMC) reported that during a UN Security Council 
Working Group meeting on Children and Armed Conflict the Sudanese Ambassador to 
the UN raised the issue of the SPLM-N allegedly using child soldiers and called on the 
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UN Security Council to act on the issue. Earlier this year, Sudan lodged a formal 
complaint with the UN Security Council on the recruitment of 900 child soldiers by the 
SPLM-N. The Secretary General of the Sudanese National Council for Child Welfare 
reported that the SPLM-N took these children from South Kordofan and sent them to 
training camps in South Sudan. The SPLM-N denies these accusations. 

According to the report of the Secretary-General to the Security Council issued on 26 
April 2012, cases of recruitment and use of children in armed conflict increased in Abyei, 
Blue Nile, and South Kordofan in 2011, with 52 verified cases compared to eight verified 
cases in 2010. According to the report, 41 children between the ages of 14 and 17 were 
recruited in South Kordofan and Abyei in 2011, of which five were recruited by the SPLM-
N, two by SAF, five by the Popular Defence Forces (PDF) and 17 by other armed groups.  

Darfur armed movements to end use of child soldiers 

In late September, the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) – one of the main armed 
movements in Darfur – submitted an action plan to the UN to stop the use of child 
soldiers. The plan includes the immediate release of all children within JEM, the 
prevention of recruitment and re-recruitment of children. The JEM also committed to 
granting the UN unhindered access to monitor and verify compliance of the action plan. 
On 19 September 2012, the UN Security Council issued Resolution 2068 demanding that 
parties to armed conflict immediately halt the use and abuse of children and take special 
measures to protect children. 

According to UNICEF, there were an estimated 6,000 child soldiers in Darfur in 2008. 
However, the number of child soldiers from different armed groups in Darfur registered 
since 2007 by the Disarmament, Demobilisation and Reintegration Commission (DDRC) 
and UNICEF is 1,167.  

Response to flood-affected people in Darfur 
The national NGO Sustainable Action Group (SAG) in collaboration with UNHCR’s 
Emergency Shelter/Non-Food Items project distributed non-food relief kits to some 1,400 
people affected by floods in Kuma town, Khebebish, and Saray in the Kuma locality, 
North Darfur. The international NGO Oxfam America and the national NGO Dar Alsalam 
Development Association (DDA) also distributed non-food relief kits to some 1,500 people 
affected by floods in Naifasha, Shadad and Ummdersai IDP camps in Shangil Tobaya. 
Efforts are on-going to find an implementing partner to distribute non-food relief supplies 
to some 1,800 people affected by floods in Umm Kadada locality. 
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