
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• UNHCR reports 100 new 

refugees from South 

Kordofan arriving in Yida 

camp, South Sudan during 

the reporting period.  

• In South Darfur, some 

27,000 flood-affected people 

have received assistance 

from humanitarian 

organisations. 

• The second phase of the 

Darfur Community Peace 

and Stability Fund launched 

with a budget of US$ 40 

million. 

 

 

  

# of refugees in 
Sudan (UNHCR) 

139,000 

# of Sudanese 
refugees from 
Blue Nile in 
Ethiopia 
(UNHCR) 

38,669 

# of Sudanese 
refugees from 
Blue Nile and 
South Kordofan 
in South Sudan 
(UNHCR) 

172,239 

  

  

1.1 billion 
requested (US$) 

 

48% funded 
 

Sudanese refugees in South Sudan (G.Beals/UNHCR) 

Refugees continue to move to South Sudan 

According to the UN Refugee 
Agency (UNHCR), continued 
armed conflict in South Kordofan 
State has resulted in a renewed 
influx to South Sudan of about 
100 Sudanese refugees per day. 
New refugees arriving at the 
border town of Yida, in Unity 
State, are in poor health and 
without any belongings. Some 
refugees told UNHCR that once 
they have built a shelter they will 
return temporarily to Sudan in 
order to bring their families with 
them to Yida. Refugees in Yida 
said they were fleeing not only continued armed conflict, but also an acute lack of food. 
There are now over 172,000 Sudanese refugees from South Kordofan and Blue Nile 
States in South Sudan’s Unity and Upper Nile States. 

In Ethiopia, UNHCR reports that the number of Sudanese refugees, mainly from Blue Nile 
State, has increased by some 200 people over the past week, bringing their total number 
to over 38,700 people.  

According to the USAID-funded Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET) 
East Africa Food Security Outlook for September 2012, the food security situation for an 
estimated 200,000-250,000 people in SPLM-N controlled areas of South Kordofan is 
anticipated to improve from Emergency to Crisis levels – from the Integrated Food 
Security Phase Classification (IPC) Phase 4 to Phase 3 – by December. The level for 
150,000-200,000 people in Government-controlled areas of South Kordofan will improve 
to Stressed – corresponding to the IPC Phase 2 - from October onward. An estimated 
100,000-150,000 people in Blue Nile will continue to face Stressed levels from October to 
December. 

Flood response ongoing in Sudan 

A humanitarian response to recent flooding continues in various parts of the country. In 
South Kordofan, heavy rains during the reporting period have caused flooding particularly 
in the Debab, Meriam and El Setab localities. The Sudanese Red Crescent Society 
(SRCS) will be conducting an assessment of these areas to determine humanitarian 
needs. 
In South Darfur, some 27,000 people have been affected by floods and have received 
assistance from humanitarian organisations. The Government has contributed non-food 
relief supplies consisting of plastic sheeting and mosquito nets, as well as cartons of 
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Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) in Sudan

plumpy nut and medicines to assist some 1,500 affected people in the Ed El Fursan 
locality. The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), the 
Government’s Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) and UNAMID are facilitating the 
transport of the non-food relief supplies to the locality.  

In the area of Bulbul Abujazo, Al Salam locality, South Darfur, some 3,000 people were 
affected by floods in early September. In response, non-food relief supplies were 
distributed to some 1,000 extremely vulnerable people, while the UN Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) has provided hygiene kits, begun repairs on water sources, and provided 
construction materials for the repair of the two temporary schools. In Tulus town, some 
5,000 people have reportedly been affected by flash floods, but because of impassable 
roads humanitarian agencies have been unable to reach the town to assess the needs of 
the people affected. Meanwhile, SRCS will be distributing non-food relief supplies to 
some 2,200 people affected by floods in Um Mashtour village. 

Report highlights nutrition challenges in Sudan 
According to the State of Sudanese 

Children in 2011 report, released 
this week by the National Council 
for Child Welfare and UNICEF, “a 
third of Sudan’s children under the 
age of five are underweight and/or 
stunted. More than one child in 
every 20 suffers from severe acute 
malnutrition (SAM), a life-
threatening condition that requires 
urgent treatment.” Children 
suffering from SAM have 5 to 20 
times higher risk of death compared 
to well-nourished children. SAM can 
be a direct cause of death, or it can 
act as an indirect cause by 
dramatically increasing mortality 
rates in children suffering from 
common childhood illnesses such 
as diarrhoea and pneumonia. 
Treating severe malnutrition 
effectively in Sudan could prevent 
up to 200,000 under-five deaths a 
year, according to the report. “High 
poverty rates, increasing food prices, ongoing armed conflict and lack of awareness are 
the underlying factors responsible for the slow progress” in the improvement of nutritional 
standards in Sudan, according to the report.  

Nutrition activities in South Kordofan 
In South Kordofan, the international NGO Save the Children reports that of the 1,817 
children aged between 6 to 59 months who were screened for malnutrition during the 
reporting period, 132 SAM and 339 moderately malnourished (MAM) cases were 
identified. Save the Children operates 15 screening and feeding centres throughout 
South Kordofan. The centres are operated in collaboration with four major hospitals in the 
Muglad, Lagawa, Abu Jubaiha and Habila localities. Save the Children reports that since 
January 2012 57,784 children under five years were screened in South Kordofan. Of this 
number 2,268 SAM and 6,555 MAM cases were reported.  
The international NGO Care International Switzerland (CIS) and the State Ministry of 
Health (SMoH) have constructed a nutrition storage facility in El Kuok, South Kordofan. 
The SMoH conducted a nutrition awareness campaign and provided counselling and 
psychosocial support to eight communities in El Reif Shargi reaching some 8,000 people. 

A third of Sudan’s 
children under the 
age of five years are 
underweight and/or 
stunted, according to 
the State of 
Sudanese Children 
in 2011 report. 

Since January this 
year, 57,784 children 
under five were 
screened in South 
Kordofan, of whom 
2,268 were severely 
malnourished and 
6,555 were 
moderately 
malnourished, 
according to Save 
the Children. 
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Save the Children supplied nutritional supplies such as plumpy nut, corn-soya blend, oil 
and sugar to their 15 nutrition centres. 

Insecurity affects aid activities in Darfur 
Humanitarian staff have been affected by increased criminality throughout the Darfur 
region. According to reports received by the UN in West Darfur four armed men burgled 
the offices of a UN agency in Mornei (approximately 80km south-east of El Geneina 
town). A week earlier, armed men entered a UN agency’s workshop in El Geneina and 
stole two 4x4 vehicles. In South Darfur, a 4x4 vehicle belonging to a national NGO was 
carjacked by armed gunmen 5km from Bulbul Abujazo (40km west of Nyala). The staff 
members in the vehicle were released after being robbed of their personal belongings. As 
a precaution, most humanitarian agencies and international NGOs now park their 4x4 
vehicles in the UNAMID camp.  
In East Darfur, two armed gunmen attempted to carjack a vehicle of a national NGO in Ed 
Daein town. The carjacking failed when an armed resident in the area fired shots at the 
perpetrators causing them to flee. According to reports, this is the third carjacking attempt 
in East Darfur in the last six weeks. All of the incidents have been reported to the police 
and investigations are ongoing. 
Incidents against commercial vehicles 
In Central Darfur, commercial vehicles have also been targeted. According to UNAMID, 
on 22 September two commercial trucks and 25 passengers were robbed by armed 
gunmen in Gorne (approximately 56km north-east of Zalingei) while en route to Nertiti. 
One of the trucks was reportedly set on fire. On 17 September, a commercial truck was 
robbed in Amar village (approximately 43km northwest of Mukjar) by six armed men. 
Passengers on the truck were robbed of all their belongings. 

Inter-tribal fighting  
According to reports received by the UN, fighting between two Arab tribes erupted in the 
Abata Nyangadula market, approximately 20km north-west of Zalingei, Central Darfur, on 
21 September. The fighting reportedly started when a reconciliation meeting on cattle 
theft failed and resulted in the death of ten tribesmen. Fighting continued the next day 
resulting in the death of 28 tribesmen, with the injured being evacuated to Saraf Omra in 
North Darfur. No civilian displacements have been reported, but the situation remains 
tense. Humanitarian actors have been informed by local authorities to suspend missions 
in areas north of Zalingei town, as the police will be unable to provide escorts this week 
due to the security situation. 

Second phase of Peace & Stability Fund 

The second phase in the implementation of the Darfur Community Peace and Stability 
Fund (DCPSF) from 2011 to 2015 was launched with a call for project proposals from 
national NGOs and community-based organisations (CBOs). According to the United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP), US$40 million has been allocated for this 
second phase to strengthen efforts to support inclusive and sustainable peace 
negotiations throughout Darfur. This will be done by supporting the implementation of 
community-based recovery and development activities in areas where local leaders can 
guarantee security and commit to a political dialogue. The first phase of the DCPSF ran 
from 2008 to mid-2011. A total of US$30 million was allocated to support 24 projects 
focused on community level reconciliation. The DCPSF is a UNDP-administered multi-
partner trust established in 2007 by the Darfur international partners group, which has 
representation from the United Kingdom, Canada, France, Germany, the Netherlands, 
Norway and the United States. 

 

Inter-tribal fighting is 
hindering 
humanitarian access 
to people in need. 

US$ 40 million has 
been allocated for 
the second phase to 
the Darfur 
Community Peace 
and Security Fund, 
according to UNDP. 
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Returns to South Sudan continue by air 
Airlifting of people of South Sudanese origin to South Sudan 

According to the Returns and Reintegration sector, the first flight carrying returnees to 
Juba, South Sudan, took place on 19 September as part of the planned movement of 
2,000 orphans and widows from Sudan to South Sudan. The movement is being 
supported by the African Inland Church Organisation and is coordinated by the South 
Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation Committee (RRC), the South Sudan Embassy in 
Khartoum, and the Sudanese Government’s IDP Centre. The movement will consist of 
nine flights – one per day, each carrying some 150 passengers.  

UNHCR has reported that 400 extremely vulnerable individuals and their families have 
been identified for airlifting to their areas of origin in South Sudan to avoid the risk of 
becoming stateless. According to the Government’s IDP Centre, drawing on reports from 
community leaders and state authorities, an estimated 220,000 people of South 
Sudanese origin are currently in Sudan. Some 60,000 people of South Sudanese origin 
are reportedly still living in South and East Darfur, according to the UN Secretary-
General’s report to the Security Council on the African Union-United Nations Hybrid 
Operation in Darfur (UNAMID) released on 16 July 2012. 

Plight of 3,500 returnees stranded at the Kosti railway station 

A delegation from South Sudan, including the RRC Commissioner and a representative of 
the South Sudan Ministry of Foreign Affairs, will visit the Kosti railway station to speak to 
the stranded returnees. The delegation will discuss with the returnees the necessity of 
reducing the quantity of accompanying luggage. An estimated 3,500 people of South 
Sudanese origin are stranded at the Kosti railway station, according to humanitarian 
organizations.  

 

The Government’s 
IDP Centre 
estimates 220,000 
people of South 
Sudanese origin are 
currently in Sudan. 

 

 


