
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  

 
  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

• Revised estimates put the 

number of people displaced 

or severely affected by inter-

tribal fighting in the Jebel 

Amir area, North Darfur, at 

around 100,000. 

• 20,000 people who returned 

to South Kordofan between 

January and November 2012 

have been displaced again 

as a result of renewed 

fighting. 

• An estimated 50,000 

Misseriya nomads with 1.2 

million livestock are currently 

in the Abyei area, according 

to UNISFA. 
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Relief reaches displaced people in Jebel Amir  
The United Nations and its humanitarian partners have managed to deliver over 600 
metric tonnes of food and other relief supplies to people affected by inter-tribal fighting in 
the Jebel Amir gold mining area in North Darfur. Revised estimates now put the total 
number of people displaced or severely affected by the crisis at around 100,000. Many of 
these people are living in the open in appalling conditions. The response to the crisis from 
the UN and its partners was made following a request by the Government of Sudan, and 
has already cost more than US$2 million.  
Despite this support, the authorities in North Darfur have not yet authorised an inter-
agency team to travel to the affected areas to carry out a comprehensive assessment of 
needs. The Humanitarian Coordinator in Sudan is urgently addressing this issue with 
federal and state authorities in an effort to allow humanitarian actors to continue the 
delivery of life-saving humanitarian assistance to people affected by the conflict. 
While some staff of UN agencies and other international organisations have been able to 
visit some of the affected areas, in the absence of a more comprehensive assessment, it 
is difficult to have a clear picture of needs and the scale of the emergency. The latest 
figures of displaced and severely affected people, according to data received from the 
Sudanese Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) on 26 January, are as follows: 65,000 
people in El Sireaf, 7,090 in Garra Az Zawia, 1,000 in Kebkabiya and 2,000 in Saraf 
Omra. There are also reports of some 6,700 people who arrived recently in Kebkabiya, 
according to national humanitarian organisations, but this has not been verified. Local 
community leaders report that there are up to 20,000 displaced people in Abu Gamra.  
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Women carry their belongings in El Sireaf, North Darfur (El Garrai/UNAMID)  
 

Estimated number of people in need in the Jebel Amir area, North Darfur – 
as of 26 January 2013 
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Assistance to affected people 
Food has been distributed by the 
World Food Programme (WFP) to 
over 60,000 people in El Sireaf, and 
to more than 5,000 people in Garra 
Al Zawia. In addition, more than 
20,000 people received blankets, 
sleeping mats and plastic sheeting 
provided by the UN Refugee 
Agency (UNHCR), in El Sireaf, and 
more than 5,000 in Garra Al Zawia. 
Non-food relief items for 
approximately 2,000 people have 
also been delivered to Abu Gamra 
but are waiting to be distributed 
due to the lack of humanitarian 
partners on the ground.  
Water, sanitation and hygiene activities are being carried out throughout the affected 
areas in close cooperation with the Government’s Water and Environmental Sanitation 
Department (WES), with a particular emphasis on establishing access to safe water. In 
the health sector, humanitarian partners are working closely with the State Ministry of 
Health (SMoH) to strengthen existing health capacities and to provide drugs and medical 
supplies.   
Given the large number of people affected and displaced by the conflict and their 
geographical dispersion, the rapid transportation of humanitarian supplies to people in 
need presents a big challenge. More than 100 metric tonnes (MT) of humanitarian 
supplies are now stockpiled in El Fasher awaiting transportation. These supplies include 
41 MT of health and nutrition supplies; 1.2MT of reproductive health supplies; 9MT of 
water, sanitation and hygiene supplies; and 57MT of animal feed and vaccines. So far, 
humanitarian actors have been depending on the African Union-United Nations Mission in 
Darfur (UNAMID) to assist with the transportation of humanitarian supplies. To accelerate 
the rate of response, the International Organization for Migration (IOM) has been 
approached to assist in the transportation of non-food relief supplies.  

Temporary settlements to be established for displaced people in El Sireaf 
In El Sireaf, the locality commissioner has reported the closure of public offices and 
schools in the locality due to the large number of displaced people who have taken refuge 
in these buildings. According to the commissioner, there are 25,000 displaced people in 
the local boys’ school, 25,000 people in the girls’ school, 5,000 people in the locality 
office compound, 3,500 people in the mixed school and 1,500 people in the locality 
council office. In response to this influx of displaced people, it was reported that four 
temporary settlements will be established by the locality commission, for a maximum of 
six months, until an area is prepared for their relocation. The temporary sites will be 
protected by police with the support of community-based security teams. Seven 
temporary schools as well as educational supplies are required to allow displaced 
children to continue their education, according to the commissioner. 

Concerns over livestock in El Sireaf  
According to national humanitarian actors on the ground, pasture is running out in areas 
where animals are concentrated in El Sireaf, mainly in the town and in nearby 
surrounding areas. Many displaced people came to the area with their livestock, putting 
significant pressure on available grazing. This confinement is reportedly causing animal 
deaths and carcasses are being left unburied posing a serious health risk. The national 
NGOs Anhar, Auttash and Zulfa have started a clean-up campaign to remove the animal 
carcasses.  
A local veterinarian in El Sireaf cited lack of grazing and animal feed as well as disease 
as reasons for the livestock deaths, and called for vaccinations and for the provision of 
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water for livestock. Community leaders estimate that the dam used for livestock water 
may dry up within the next five weeks, and additional water sources are needed.  

Returnees to South Kordofan displaced again 
Between January and November 2012, IOM and the Government’s Voluntary Return and 
Resettlement Commission (VRRC) registered the return of over 67,000 displaced people 
to 13 localities in South Kordofan (Babanusa, El Salam, Al Qoz, Lagawa, Habila, Delling, 
Dalami, Rashad, Al Abassiya, Abu Jubaiha, Talodi, Kadugli, and Reif Asharqi) from within 
Sudan, including South Kordofan state, and from Unity and Upper Nile states of South 
Sudan.  
However, IOM reports that as of January 2013, about 20,000 of these people have been 
displaced again, following renewed fighting between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) 
and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement – North (SPLM-N). The intensification of 
fighting in South Kordofan began in October 2012. 
IOM, in collaboration with the VRRC and with support from HAC in South Kordofan, is 
currently collating and verifying the number of returnees to South Kordofan following the 
October clashes. In addition, the VRRC estimates over 160,000 people from South 
Kordofan still remain displaced in neighbouring states within Sudan. 
According to IOM, there is no framework to provide overall guidance to planning and 
implementation of return assistance in South Kordofan and so far emergency assistance 
has been given haphazardly. OCHA, in collaboration with relevant humanitarian actors, is 
drafting some guidelines for return assistance to be submitted to VRRC and HAC. 
However, the challenge to provide assistance to returnees at the time new displacements 
are taking place in other areas of the state remains. 

Some 300 Sudanese refugees crossing into South Sudan daily - UNHCR 
According to UNHCR, some 300 Sudanese refugees from South Kordofan are crossing 
the border to South Sudan every day, heading to Yida, the largest refugee camp in South 
Sudan sheltering an estimated 61,000 Sudanese refugees.  
Due to the continued increase in the size of the settlement, UNHCR has been advocating 
for the creation of new settlements, away from the volatile border area where Yida is 
located, to ensure the safety of the refugees and to maintain the civilian character of the 
settlement. A site has been chosen in South Sudan’s Unity State for one such settlement. 
In addition to this new site, UNHCR plans to open other camps in the state as they 

Returns to South Kordofan by month in 2012 

Source: IOM and VRRC 
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believe that there is the possibility of an additional influx of some 60,000 refugees from 
South Kordofan during the next five to six months. According to UNHCR, the new camps 
will be able to hold an additional 110,000 refugees. 

35,000 people have improved access to clean water in South Kordofan 
According to WES, some 35,000 people in Al Abassiya, Al Sunut, Dalami, Habila, Rashad 
and Reif Asharqi localities in South Kordofan now have improved access to clean drinking 
water and sanitation facilities. This was accomplished through the rehabilitation and 
construction of hand pumps, water yards and sanitation structures with the support of the 
UN Children’s Agency (UNICEF), IOM, the international NGO Care International 
Switzerland (CIS) and the national NGOs SOS Sahel, Nuba Mountain International 
Association for Development (NMIAD) and Friends for Peace and Development 
Organisation (FPDO).  

Over 1,400 new returns to Abyei town 
On 22 January, 1,455 people who had been displaced from the Abyei area arrived in 
Abyei town from Wau, South Sudan. The majority of returnees are originally from Abyei 
town, with the rest being from surrounding villages, including Todach. Todach village is 
north of the Abyei town and an area where the Dinka Ngok farmers and Misseriya 
pastoralists’ movements interface.  

50,000 Misseriya nomads with 1.2 million livestock in the Abyei area 
According to the UN Interim Security Force for Abyei (UNISFA), the annual Misseriya 
pastoralist migration southwards towards South Sudan and the Dinka Ngok return to 
areas of origin north of the Bahr el Arab/Kiir River are taking place at the same time. 
UNISFA has been holding meetings with both Misseriya and Dinka Ngok leadership to 
ensure a smooth migration and returns process. UNISFA stressed to the Misseriya the 
need to avoid areas inhabited by Dinka Ngok during their migration process in order to 
avoid conflict. Access to water is very important to the Misseriya nomads and a lack of 
access could lead to conflict as they are forced to move to water sources being used by 
the Dinka Ngok farmers, according to UNISFA. An estimated 50,000 Misseriya nomads 
with 1.2 million livestock are currently in the Abyei area, according to UNISFA. The 
number of nomads and their livestock is currently being updated by UNISFA. 

 
 
 

Rehabilitation and 
construction of hand 
pumps has improved 
access to safe water 
for 35,000 people in 
six localities in South 
Kordofan 

On 22 January, 
1,455 people 
returned to Abyei 
from Wau, South 
Sudan 

Displaced people returning to Abyei town (UNHCR)  
 

 

http://www.unocha.org/

