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1. South Kordofan and Blue Nile 
 
Heavy fighting affects parts of Blue Nile 
On 8 March, heavy fighting between the Sudanese Armed 
Forces (SAF) and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement 
– North (SPLM-N) resumed in the area of Ullu in Blue Nile, 
220 km southwest of the state capital, Ed Damazine, 
according to reports received by the UN. The area was 
reportedly shelled and attacked by helicopter gunships. 
Malkan, Yusef Bata, El Awei, Abu Tombak and Mahbas 
Alasala villages along the Ed Damazine – Ullu road might 
have been affected by the attack; however, no reports of 
civilian casualties or displacement of people have been 
received. The UN also received reports of air strikes in the 
area of Bau, about 55km south of Ed Damazine. The 
villages of Fadimia, El Silak, Abugarin, Bagis and Makanza 
on the road between Ed Damazine and Kurmuk town in the 
southeast of the state were apparently affected by the 
bombardment. Air strikes were also reported in Deim 
Mansur, Gerod, Doul, Gergan and Ura villages, south of 
Kurmuk.  
 
On 6 March, it was reported that an anti-personal landmine killed one cattle herder and injured five others at 
Gorot, 10 km southeast of Kurmuk along the border with Ethiopia. Following the incident, all movements 
between the Sudanese town of Kurmuk and the Ethiopian town of the same name have been suspended.  
 
In South Kordofan, clashes in Dilling and Talodi were reported over the past few days, with unconfirmed reports 
of air strikes in the Kauda area. According to humanitarian organisations, some civilians have been displaced in 
Abu Gubeiha locality. However, no estimates of the number of people displaced have been received. 
 
More Sudanese refugees arrive in South Sudan and Ethiopia 
The conflict in Blue Nile continues to cause more refugees to flee across the border into South Sudan and 
Ethiopia, according to the United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR). During the last week, UNHCR staff 
registered some 2,300 new Sudanese refugees in the Doro and Jammam refugee sites in South Sudan’s Upper 
Nile State, bringing the total number of registered refugees in the state to 83,500. On 6 March, UNHCR 
reported that the new refugees from Blue Nile fled because of bombardments and the fear of more violence. 
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Key Points 
• In South Kordofan and Blue Nile states, fighting between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and 

Sudan People’s Liberation Movement – North (SPLM-N) continues to affect civilians.  
• Civilians continue to cross into South Sudan and Ethiopia, bringing the total of Sudanese refugees 

in these countries to more than 130,000. 
• In South Kordofan, up to 153,000 children could miss the upcoming Polio National Immunisation 

campaign due to ongoing fighting. 
• In Abyei, returnees north of the Bahr el Arab/Kiir River need food and shelter assistance. 
• In South Darfur, two UN staff members were abducted, one of whom is still in captivity. 
• In North Darfur, heavy fighting between SAF and an armed movement was reported in Baashim.  
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On 9 March, a BBC report quoted some Sudanese refugee families in South Sudan saying that many of their 
children and elderly were too weak to make the journey, and died along the way.  
 
On 6 March, Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) reported that refugees from South Kordofan continue to come to 
Yida refugee settlement in South Sudan’s Unity State. However, some refugees periodically visit their home 
region, the Nuba Mountains of South Kordofan, and return to Yida. Last week, UNHCR completed the 
registration of 17,650 refugees in three locations in Unity State, including Yida, Nyeel and Pariang. The number 
of refugees in Yida had previously been estimated at 22,000 people. 
 
In Ethiopia, UNHCR staff are also reporting a steady flow of new refugees, with 230 people registered over the 
past week. This brings the total number of registered Sudanese refugees in western Ethiopia to more than 
30,000. UNHCR is working to establish a third camp to accommodate the new arrivals. The new camp is located 
in Bambasi and will have the capacity to house up to 20,000 refugees when it is completed later this month. 
 
Humanitarian response 
In South Kordofan, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the Sudanese Red Crescent Society (SRCS) are 
providing assistance to some 2,200 displaced people who had arrived in Kadugli town by 1 March. UNICEF 
provided plastic sheeting, sleeping mats and soap, while the International Organization for Migration (IOM) 
distributed jerrycans to displaced people.  
  
UNICEF provided the State Ministry of Health (SMoH) with two drug kits for children: one for the State Ministry 
of Health (SMoH) mobile clinic in Kadugli locality and another for recently displaced people from Al Sahal and 
other localities to Abu Gubeiha. About 4,000 displaced children will benefit from the supplies.  
 
As of 11 March, there were five UN international staff members from the UN Department of Safety and Security 
(UNDSS), UNICEF, UNHCR, OCHA and the World Health Organization (WHO) in Kadugli town. More 
international staff will travel to Kadugli once their travel permits are issued by the Government. From 1 to 6 
March, an inter-agency team comprising representatives of various Government agencies, national NGOs and 
UN international staff visited nine locations in Kadugli town where groups of displaced people have sheltered 
either with host communities or in empty buildings. The majority of the displaced are women and children. Most 
of the children do not attend school. Clothing for children was identified as one of the urgent needs and SRCS 
and UNICEF will provide clothing for displaced children under the age of 14.  
 
Overcrowded living conditions coupled with poor sanitation and hygiene are affecting the overall health of the 
displaced people in these locations, with eye infections, respiratory infections and diarrhoea identified as the 
main diseases. Some of the displaced have access to health services, including SRCS’ health units providing 
health services to 330 people. More mobile clinics and health units are required to meet the needs of the 
displaced. The inter-agency team also recommended a registration exercise to verify newly displaced and to 
identify gaps in food aid and non-food relief supplies. 
 
UNICEF reported that the Polio National Immunisation campaign will be carried out between 12 and 14 March 
to sustain Sudan’s polio-free status. Almost 376,000 children (71 per cent of all children in the state) under the 
age of five in parts of South Kordofan that are accessible will be targeted. An estimated 153,000 children (the 
remaining 29 per cent of children under five in the state) are likely not to benefit from the campaign. In Blue 
Nile, the campaign will target 161,080 children in all six localities, except a few areas that are not accessible due 
to insecurity in Kurmuk, Bau, Southern Rosseries and Al Tadamon localities. 
 
On 10 March, SRCS conducted a needs assessment of some 700 displaced people in Alshaid Afandi camp, 8km 
south of Ed Damazine. The displaced fled fighting in the Al Silak area in Bau locality. SRCS will distribute food 
assistance and non-food items (NFIs) to the displaced. Meanwhile, SRCS is waiting for the Government’s 
Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) to provide assistance to transport NFI packages donated by the 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) for 1,000 families who returned from Ethiopia and settled in 
different locations in Geissan and Roseires localities. The SMoH received 500 cartons of nutritional supplement 
Plumpynut and 600 emergency food rations for routine and emergency nutrition response. 
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2. Abyei 
 
Continued reports of spontaneous returns 
By the end of February, the overall number of people who spontaneously returned to the Abyei area north of 
the Bahr el Arab/Kiir River was estimated to be approximately 4,000 people, according to the UN Interim 
Security Force for Abyei (UNISFA) and humanitarian organizations. Some 200 people have spontaneously 
returned to Wunrock, west of the Abyei town, according to UNISFA. Two weeks earlier, UNISFA reported that 
another 500 people returned to the area. The area, however, is not accessible to humanitarian organizations 
due to the risk of landmines and the verification of these returns is pending.  
 
A report from the UK-based Humanitarian Aid Relief Trust (HART) international NGO released this week 
indicated that 61 people had returned to Tajalei, 200 to Leu, and 1,300 to Marial Achak. About 500 people 
reportedly returned to Dungop and possibly up to 2,000 returnees are in Rumamier. HART also reported that 
food security in areas north of the Bahr el Arab/Kiir River is a major concern. Most returnees reported surviving 
by eating wild foods, while rivers are dry and attempts to fish unsuccessful, says the report. Returnees reported 
eating fruit they had not previously eaten and which was giving them stomach pains. They also reported having 
no medicines. Returnees are keen to cultivate the land but do not have the seeds and tools to do so. Even if 
they are able to cultivate the land, they will not harvest until October. Returnees also need plastic sheeting. 
 
 

3. Returns to South Sudan 
 
People of South Sudanese origin continue to return to South Sudan from Sudan and by 6 March more than 
367,000 people arrived in South Sudan since the organized process of returns started in late October 2010.  
 
Kosti way-station 
There are over 11,000 people of South Sudanese origin at the Kosti way-station. Some returnees are reportedly  
spontaneously leaving the way-station to head to South Sudan by road as a result of their long stay (more than 
seven months for some). A verification exercise to identify extremely vulnerable individuals in the way-station 
and in Khartoum open areas has begun.  Air transportation will be provided to those identified. Over 360 
passengers have been verified so far. IOM will provide the list to the Government’s IDP Centre to obtain the 
necessary clearances for the returnees to travel to South Sudan. 
 
Issuance of citizenship certificates still pending 
The Embassy of South Sudan reports that 10 staff from the Ministry of Interior of South Sudan have been 
trained and will be assigned to its embassy in Khartoum to provide people of South Sudanese origin in Sudan 
with citizenship certificates. The staff will travel to Khartoum once they receive the necessary equipment. There 
is concern among the humanitarian community that this necessary step for the regularization of people of South 
Sudanese origin living in Sudan is too little too late as the nine months transition period imposed by the 
Government of Sudan after the 9 July secession for this regularization comes to an end on April 9. 
 
 

4. Darfur 
 
Abduction of UN staff in Nyala, South Darfur 
On 6 March, one national and one international UN staff member were forced out of their vehicle and abducted 
at gunpoint by six men close to their office in Nyala, South Darfur. The national staff member was released the 
same day, while there is no information on the whereabouts of the international staff member. The authorities 
were notified and the investigation is on-going. Since 2009, 19 international staff of aid organisations have been 
abducted and subsequently released in Darfur, according to the UN. 
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Fighting in Baashim, North Darfur  
On 6 March, the UN received reports of heavy fighting between the SAF and members of an armed movement 
in Kutum and Fata Borno in the Baashim area of North Darfur, approximately 110 km northwest of El Fasher. 
While SAF and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) confirmed to the media that fighting took place, no 
reports of civilian casualties or displacement have so far been received. 
 
Update on newly displaced people arriving at Zamzam IDP camp, North Darfur 
IOM verification of the first wave of displaced people who have arrived in Zamzam IDP camp, North Darfur, is 
ongoing. These people were displaced from Alauna village after inter-tribal clashes between Zaghawa and 
Birgid tribesmen started on 22 February allegedly due to cattle rustling. Displaced people have also been 
arriving in the areas of Alawna and Abu Delek in a second wave of displacement. The verification of this second 
group of displaced people, that was expected to start on 10 March, has been delayed by HAC and is expected 
to take place next week. There are also unconfirmed reports of some people heading to Dar el Salam, in 
Shaeria locality, while others have reportedly moved in with relatives in El Fasher. A verification mission is due to 
travel to Dar el Salam to confirm these displacements. According to the national NGO Dar El Salam 
Development Association (DDA), the people who fled to Dar el Salam and El Fasher are in need of shelter, 
food, and water and sanitation assistance.  
 
Meanwhile, UNICEF distributed a two-week ration of high-energy biscuits to some newly arrived 1,500 children 
under five years. The international NGO Relief International (RI) and the State Ministry of Health (SMoH) 
conducted a rapid nutrition assessment of 1,440 children under-five years of age from the newly arrived 
population. Results showed that the rate of Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) was 1.4 per cent and the overall 
Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) rate was 7 per cent. These are below the emergency thresholds of 2 per cent 
SAM and 15 per cent GAM used by WHO.  
 
Water shortages and inadequate health services in Nertiti IDP camp, Central Darfur 
According to humanitarian organisations, Nertiti IDP camp in Central Darfur is facing water shortages and 
inadequate health services for both the camp population and the host community, who use the same water 
sources as the displaced people. Women in the camp are unable to collect water from outside the camp after 
17:00 hours due to fears of sexual harassment and rape. UNAMID plans to dig six open wells inside the camp. 
The international NGO Norwegian Church Aid (NCA) health facility is unable to cope with the increased number 
of patients seeking assistance since the suspension of a SRCS clinic in January 2012 due to lack of funds.  
 
Inadequate health services in Otash IDP Camp, South Darfur 
On 7 March, the international NGO World Vision International (WVI) reported an increase in the number of 
consultations in their clinic in Otash IDP camp, South Darfur, due to the suspension of health activities of the 
international NGO Patient Helping Fund (PHW) in the camp. The PHW suspended their activities due to lack of 
funding, which it had previously received from Kuwait. Discussions are ongoing between the SMoH and 
humanitarian actors on how to address this gap. Other humanitarian actors who have clinics in the camp include 
the Rufieda Health Foundation and the Saudi Red Crescent Society. 
 
Downsizing of WHO operations in Central Darfur 
In Zalingei, Central Darfur, WHO has announced the forthcoming reduction of its capacity-building activities and 
drug supply to secondary health facilities in the state in 2012. This decision is likely to have an impact on 
displaced people who seek secondary health care at the Zalingei Hospital, since SMoH no longer provides 
drugs free of charge to the displaced people.  
 
Return and reintegration  
The Return and Re-integration Working Group (RRWG) met with the new Governor of South Darfur this week. 
The Governor was briefed on the major constraints with regard to the return of people who had been displaced 
by the conflict to their areas of origin, including security, returnee database, and other issues. The Governor 
committed to address all the challenges, including security and the line ministry’s participation in the return 
process. 
 


